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“ F O R E W O R D "

1 am  so  g la d  to  h e a r  t h a t  the- W o m e n 's  In s t i tu te s  o f  
O n ta r io  a r e  g o in g  to  c o m p ile  v illa g e  h is to ry  b o o k s. E v e n ts  
m o v e  v e ry  fa s t n o w a d a y s ;  h o u se s  a r e  p u lle d  d o w n , n e w  ro a d s  
a r e  m a d e , a n d  th e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c o u n try s id e  c h a n g e s  c o m ­
p le te ly  so m e tim e s  in a  sh o r t  tim e .

I t  is a  m o st u se fu l a n d  s a tis fy in g  task  fo r  W o m e n 's  In s ti­
tu te  m e m b e rs  to  s e e  th a t  n o th in g  v a lu a b le  is lost o r fo rg o tte n , 
a n d  w o m e n  sh o u ld  b e  o n  th e  a le r t  a lw a y s  to  g u a r d  th e  
tra d it io n s  o f th e i r  h o m es , a n d  to  s e e  th a t  w a te r  c o lo u r sk e tc h e s  
a n d  p r in ts ,  p o e m s  a n d  p ro s e  le g e n d s  s h o u ld  find  th e ir  w a y  
in to  th e s e  boo k s. T h e  o ld e s t  p e o p le  in  th e  v illa g e  w ill te ll u s 
f a s c in a tin g  s to r ie s  o f  w h a t  th e y  re m e m b e r, w h ic h  th e  y o u n g e r  
m e m b e rs  c a n  w r ite  d o w n , th u s  m a k in g  a  b r id g e  b e tw e e n  th e m  
a n ti e v e n ts  w h ic h  h a p p e n e d  b e f o re  th e y  w e re  Ihmti, A f te r a ll. 
It is th e  h is to ry  of h u m a n ity  w h ic h  is c o n tin u a lly  in te re s tin g  
to  us, a n d  y o u r  v il la g e  h is to r ie s  w ill Ik - th e  b a s is  of a c c u ra te  
fa c ts  m u c h  v a lu e d  b y  h is to r ia n s  o f  th e  fu tu re . I a m  p ro u d  to  
th in k  th a t  y o u  h a v e  c a lle d  th e m  'T h e  T w e e d s m u ir  V illag e  
H is to ries" .

- W r i t te n  b y  L a d y  T w e e d sm u ir .
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