
O u c e  m a d e  6 0  n  o o d e i i  p u m p s  
in a  y e a r

By W INNIE NUTE
A lbert M cIntyre, who w ill be 90 

nex t F eb ruary , believes h e  has 
the  only w ooden pum p in  the  
d istric t and  h e  m ade it  him self.

Mr. M cIntyre lives abou t five 
m iles east of Eganville, n ear 
K elly’s C om ers, on the  farm  w here 
he w as born.

He hasn ’t m ade a pum p for a 
long tim e b u t in  his younger days 
he m ade as m any as 60 in one 
year. I t  w as ju s t a  sideline for 
him  to farm ing. He learned  the  
trade  from  his fa th e r and  uncle 
and M cIntyre pum ps w ere know n 
throughout a w ide area.

In  the  early  days tam arack  from  
the sw am ps w as used b u t this 
wood even tually  bec^ime scarce. 
Then the  pum p heads w ere m ade 
from  w hite  p ine because it  lasted  
well. In  the  cylinder w here the 
sucker w orked, w h ite  b irch  was 
ideal as  it could be bored out 
sm oother than  the  pine. (The 
sucker is the  p a rt th a t actually  
“sucks” up the  w a te r) .

A  w ooden pum p can be m ade 
w ith  a la rg er bore than  m etal, Mr. 
M cIntyre says, thus raising  a 
g rea ter quan tity  of w ater.

A t one tim e, horses w ete  used to 
provide th e  pow er for boring and 
tviming. L ater, a gas engine was used. j

The pum ps w ere m ade in  two 
sizes, th e  sm aller being a  .4” bore 
and  su itable fo r an  o rd inary  w ell 
12* to 14’ deep. They sold for $5 
a t one tim e b u t by  th e  tim e Mr. 
M cIntyre gave up  the  trad e  the  
price had  risen  to  $ ^ .

The o th er size, w ith  A 5? bare.

Mr. M cIntyre and  his b ro the r 
Selby, 73, live alone on the  fam ily 
farm . N either m an  ever m arried .

T he pum p in  the  y ard  is still in 
w orking o rd er b u t seldom  used 
since a p ressu re  system  w as in s ta ll­
ed in  the  house.

Jam es M cIntyre, g rand fa the r of 
the  tw o m en, and  his o lder b ro th ­
e r  John  cam e to C anada from  I re ­
land, p robably  in  the  1840’s. John  
had fin ished  a five y ea r s tin t a t 
sea and  he signed on as a  m em ­
ber of the  crew  for the  voyage 
over. His wages w ent to  pay  Jam es’ passage.

T he two settled  and  cleared  land  
on M ink L.ake and  su ffered  one 
serious setback  w hen they  lost 
the ir cabin and everyth ing  in  i t  
by fire. A ll they  had  le ft w as the  
clothes they  wore.

The day finally  cam e w hen  they  
had  enough m oney p u t by to send 
for the  rest of the  fam ily  — th e ir  
parents, four bro thers and tw o sisters.

John  w alked to  O ttaw a to a r ­
range for the  passage b u t the  w ord 
got back to Jam es th a t his b ro the r 
was spending m oney p re tty  freely  
down there. So Jam es, _ in  tiini* trudged  to O ttaw a to check up on 
th e  susE>ected spend thrift.

However, the  spending spree 
m ust have been a  m odest one as 
all the  fam ily le ft in Ire lan d  sub­
sequently  arrived  in  Canada. M ost 
settled  in  the  Eganville and  R en­
frew  area, m arried  and  raised  
fam ilies.

Mr. M cIntyre’s fa ther, ano ther 
Jam es, w as b om  in W ilberforce Tow nship in  1852.

The sight of th e  wooden pum p in th e  irard a t thc% old farm  in a
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