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Arabian horses a specialty
by Stephen Dodd  
Chronicle staff
H orses have alw ays been a p a rt o f  Lois 
and  G eorge M c N a b ’s life. T heir love 
for A rab ian  horses can be traced  back 
to  an  o ld  geography  b o o k  th a t the 
M cN ab’s have kept since the ir days in 
public school.

T he bo o k  en titled , “ O n ta r io  P ublic 
School G eo g rap h y ”  has o n e  p ic tu re  in 
p articu lar called  “ A rab ian  S cou t, A ra 
bian H o rse .”  It was th is p ic tu re  o f  a 
black A rab ian  horse  th a t led them  to 
adm ire the  A rab ian  b reed .

In A ugust 1968, G eorge M cN ab and  
his wife Lois purchased  100 acres o f  
land in M cN ab T ow nsh ip . A t the  tim e 
they raised a few saddle b red  horses 
but w eren’t com pletely  sa tisfied  w ith 
their p e rfo rm an ce  as som e days they 
were ju st to o  high strung .

In 1973 they purchased  a young  A ra 
bian s ta llion , an d  in the next few years 
assem bled a  herd  o f  five m ares to  form  
the nucleus o f  a sm all b reed ing  o p e ra 
tion . They cu rren tly  raise th ree  o r  four 
foals each year fo r  sale.

Have won many awards
W ithin a  75 m ile rad ius o f  ho m e, the 

M cN abs and  th e ir  d au g h ter L inda 
travel to  several h o rse  show s in  the 
sum m ertim e. O ne o f  the ir m ares w on 
25 first place r ib b o n s an d  tw o c h a m 
p ionsh ips, th is past season . T hey  com-* 
pete in co n firm a tio n , rid ing  an d  d riv 
ing classes. F or several years they p a r 
tic ipa ted  in the  T u lip  Festival E xh ib i
tion  on  M ajo r H ill P a rk .

In ad d itio n  to  raising horses, M r 
M cN ab w ho is re tired , has a  co llection  
o f  an tiq u e  horse  d raw n  vehicles. He 
uses a  sp ind le back buggy to  com pete  
in obstacle  d riv ing  events, on e  well 
resto red  tw o seater carriage  th a t placed 
first at the O ttaw a W in ter F air in  the 
A n tiq u e  Vehicle D ivision th is  fall nd 
tw o  o thers w ith the  idea o f  selling 
them . M r M cN ab  also  uses his an tiq u e  
ca rriag e  fo r w eddings an d  special 
events. N ot to o  long ago he w as asked 
to  ca rry  the F u rro w  Q ueen  o f  the 
P lough ing  M atch  at R ichm ond .

Com m unity Involvement
T he M cN abs are  tw o o f  th e  found ing  

m em bers o f  the M adaw aska  P leasu re  
R iders an d  are  also  active m em bers o f  
the  O tta w a  Valley A rab ian  A ssocia
tio n , an d  the  E astern  O n ta rio  P leasure 
D riv ing Society. M rs M cN ab  w ent on  
to  explain  a bit a b o u t each o f  the  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e  M a d a w a s k a  
P leasu re  R iders is a local ho rse  club 
w hich ho lds regu lar m on th ly  m eetings 
an d  social events such as b arb eq u es, 
tra il rides an d  overn igh t excursions. 
They also  have th e ir  an n u a l show  at 
M cN ab  C en tre  P a rk . M r M cN ab  a d d 
ed th a t it was founded  in 1970. T he 
m ain  concern  o f  th e  O tta w a  Valley 
A rab ian  A ssociation  is to  p ro m o te  the 
A rab ian  breed .
Last year fo r exam ple they set up 
b o o th s  at bo th  th e  T o ro n to  C N E  an d  
O ttaw a  W in ter F air.

T he M cN abs also  ho ld  a m em b er
sh ip  in the  E astern  O n ta r io  P leasure

D riv in g  S o c ie ty , w h ich  h as  140 
m em bers from  E astern  O n ta r io  and  
p arts  o f  Q uebec. “ T h e  club is co n cern 
ed w ith  driv ing  horses fo r p leasu re 
ra th e r  th an  ex h ib itio n ” , said  M r 
M cN ab . T he c lub  sp o n so rs  clinics and  
speaker d em o n stra tio n s  as well as m ore 
th a n  a dozen  w eekend drives in various 
lo c a tio n s  a ro u n d  E as te rn  O n ta r io  
th ro u g h o u t the  year.

W h at's  in a name
L ater M rs M cN ab b ro u g h t o u t a 

book  for a  sho rt h isto ry  lesson on the 
nam e o f  M cN ab. T h e  clan  M acN ab  as 
it w as o rig ina lly  spelled cam e from  
S co tland . T he crest badge has a 
savage’s head  a ffro n te  p ro p e r and  the 
m o tto  is “ T im o r O m nis A b es to ”  
w hich m eans “ Let fear be far from  
a ll” . T h e  nam e in gaelic is “ M hic an 
a b a ”  w hich was th e  w ar cry o f  the 
M cN ab clan . T he M cN abs a d o p ted  th is 
as the ir farm  nam e an d  in c o rp o ra te  
part o f  it in the  nam e o f  each  o f  the ir 
horses they raise . T h e  A rab ian  H orse 
Registry allow s each horse to  have up 
to  17 letters in its nam e an d  no  dup lica
tions a re  allow ed.

By using “ A n A b a ”  as the  first p art 
o f  each new nam e, M r M cN ab is sure 
th a t each on e  will be u n iq u e  an d  th a t 
o th e rs  will recognize w here the horse 
w as raised .

T he m any  years o f  h a rd  w ork an d  
ca refu l b reed ing  are  pay ing  o ff. T he 
M cN abs are  p ro u d  th a t they now  ow n 
an d  raise som e o f  the  finest A rab ian s 
in the  O tta w a  Valley.
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