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Wwkes off1c111y completed here

By Jim Merriam
‘To say the Paisley dykes were officially opened Monday i = st "SL
afternoon would not be totally correct. As one speaker AN ‘ ¥ 1 e P

13% “v:;lkzn get more than you bargained for when you ] ; -, , .. co“r m PR o Jccr

| But the official completion of the major seven-year dyk- T

ing project in the village was marked at a ceremony in the

Paisley Community Centre. The ceremony had been ; " TER HAIAGEHEHT PH“JEC

scheduled for a spot along the dykes, but poor weather con- <

Hitions forced officials of the organizing Saugeen Valley OF THE
rvation Authority to move it inside.

m project is really not quite complete, with one flap Y 1 s,ﬂ]ﬁf{ﬂ "u.!" mﬂfm ‘y‘lﬂgﬂl

o newspaper that told of water flowing “over the counter in
Fume stores’.

Mr. Bryce also said that long-time residents of Paisley
found a year unusual if they didn’t have trouble with the
river.

But it was the most recent major flood, in 1977, that
Emt remember for its serious damage to homes and

gate still to be installed and some site restoration and land- 0 THE

scaping set for next year. But the system has been pro- g g

viding protection for some parts of the community for more .

[hang[wpo years. P 4 N . m.“l‘;[ or PMSLEV

One of the driving forces behind the dyking project, John E - AND THE

Bryce of Elderslie Township, past chairman and a veteran :

member of the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority, - 7

briefly outlined the flooding problems in Paisley. He traced 2 m'"smp 0F ELBERSL'E

it to the first pioneers, who picked the junctions of the = I €O-0

Eaugeen and Teeswater Rivers and Willow Creek in the b & OPERATION WiTH
illage as the site for their first settiement. That was in 1851 . ¢ .
nd as early as 1858 a major flood was raported in a Toron- . TH[ PﬂﬂvaE UF UNT‘RM

usinesses In Paisley.That is the one that really provided
he impetus for the current dyking project.

Most speakers at Monday's ceremony mentioned the im-
portance of co-operation in getting the project completed. oy a :
A passage in the official program summed up this feature  The official completion of Paisley’s flood con-
by saying: "Without the contributions of the Ontario 1
Government, the Village of Paisley, the Township of trol ErOject waj zbSBeWEd' ll)\flt')nday. A’T‘O"g the
Elderslie and the communities' residents during each SPeakers were John Bryce, below, a major force
stage, the construction of such an extensive system of behind the project, and Ontario Minister of
flood control dykes would not have been possible. For their  Natyral Resources, Vince Kerrio, below right.
patience and support, new opportunities are once again be- i Sllra. =
ing presented... the beginnings of a new chapter.” The Jim Merriam Photos
statistics surrounding the dyking project are impressive to i
say the least. A total of 3km of dykes has been Installed,
costing close to $3 million total, with 85 per cent of that be-
ng paid by the provincial government. Paisley paid the ma-
ority of the balance, with Elderlle Township also con-
tributing, as some of the dykes extend past the boundaries
of the village. One example of the scope of the project
comes from the fact that a total of 30,000 truck loads of
clay were brought in to build the dykes.

Karl Wilken, chairman of the SVCA assured those pre-
sent that the authority did not engineer the successful
{testing of the dykes Sept. 13, when seven inches of rain fell
|In the watershed In the space of 38 hours. He Introduced
|Rev. Willlam McCalg of Paisley United Church, who said he
was present "‘on behalf of the folks who organized the Sept.
|3 test”. He spoke of the importance of water to humans
and offered a prayer of dedication.

Guest speaker at the event was Ontario Natural
Resources Minister Vince Kerrio. He called the dyking an
“impressive piece of work, and more extensive than | had
'visualized".

He noted that the dykes will protect structures and pro-
perty with an estimated value of $7 million. That Includes
over 550 residents and 200 buildings, he said.

Praising the local municipalities and people involved in




