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Development freeze concerns 
members of Horton Council
by Hrucr Hickey

A meeting of Horton Township Coun
cil June 24, saw the re turn  of their 
proposed ten-year Official Plan from the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs.

The ten-year plan, that will replace the 
one used since 1980, has been on the 
drawing hoard for the last four years.

Presenting the revised plan to council 
was Charles Chccsman of the Renfrew 
County Planning Committee.

Ministry revisions to the waterfront 
development, and mineral aggregate 
resource parts of the plan, met with op
position from council.

Regarding waterfront development 
along the River Road, the council wanted 
flexibility in allowing residents along (he 
waterfront to build, and expand without 
having to bring access roads up to 
municipal standards.

Under the revised plan anyone who 
planned to develop waterfront property 
would fir si have to upgrade the access 
road to their property to meet provincial 
regulations. Provincial regulations for ac
cess roads arc 66 feet wide (fence lo 
fence), with ditches.

C o u n c il fo u n d  th e  w a te rf ro n t 
revisions unacceptable.

H o rto n  R eeve M illon Stevenson 
remarked thal there isn’t room for 66- 
foot roads, there is only 100 feet between 
the River Road and the Ottawa River, 
and in some cases less.

The other revision that council op
posed was in the area of aggregate 
resources, or gravel.

The Ministry of Natural Resources 
wishes to keep residential and commer
cial development away from operating 
gravel pits, and areas designated as ag
gregate  by the M inistry of N atural 
Resources, in Horton Township.

In the revised plan a 90- metre "area of 
influence,* would be placcd around areas 
deemed as good gravel pits.

Anyone who owned land within this 
area would not be able to develop it, or 
be compensated for it under the revised 
plan.

"There will be some properties disad
vantaged," said Chccseman.

An area of influence has been put 
around the MacKcn/ic Hill area of Hor

ton Township, bccausc it has the largest 
aggregate resource in the township.

Council felt that placing a 90-metrc 
area of influence around Mackenzie Hill 
would be a waste of scenic land, prime for 
development. Council also mentioned 
that a subdivision had been proposed lo 
them for the M ackenzie Hill area.

Reeve Stevenson felt development of 
this area would enhance its tourist poten
tial.

Chccsman explained that scenic value 
was not a provincial interest.

'I t ’s harsh restrictive zoning, and it will 
create a lot of problems,* said Stevenson.

It was proposed by council that they 
barter with the Province of Ontario and 
Sullivan's of Arnprior, who wish to ex
pand their gravel pit, presently in the 
MacKcn/ic Hill area.

Council would be prepared to desig
nate land west of Mackenzie Hill ag
gregate, in order to pull the area of 
influence away from areas of potential 
development.

*We will not be influenced by the in
fluence area," said Stevenson.
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Horton minutes make history
D o ris  H u m p h rie s  o f Petition n rtsm tn i ___'D o ris  H u m p h rie s  o f 

Heritage Renfrew is granted 
permission lo photocopy all of 
Ihe to w n sh ip  c o u n c il’s 
minutes.

The photocopies will be
com e p a r t o f H e r ita g e  
R e n fre w ’s a rch iv es  and  
provide easier access to re
searchers.

H e rita g e  R en frew  will 
provide all paper and man
power, while the township will 
let the heritage group use its 
photocopy machine.

Petition presented
A g ro u p  o f H o rto n  

township residents have sub
mitted a petition to council 
regarding operation of an ad
jacent gravel pit.

R esidents along the old 
Highway Drive-In Road arc 
concerned gravel pit opera
tions are moving too close to 
their back yards.

The residents want the buff
er zone between the gravel pit 
and residential area expanded 
from 300 to 500 feet.

The township's current 300- 
foot bylaw requirement is al
ready triple the 100-foot buffer 
required under the Pits and 
Quarries Act.
W lntario grant

H o rto n  T o w n sh ip  has 
received a 515,146 Wintario 
grant.

The money will be used for 
Horton Sportsplex renovations 
including a new floor and air 
conditioning upstairs, hand
icapped washroom access and 
an enlarged kitchen.

Castleford Tweedsmuir History 1990-1998 Community Interests & Citizen Interests 15 of 175
jbga


