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OTTAWA VALLEY DAYS

* 9ottle-in-Window Every Stop 
Compensation on Ice Road Journey

W r i l l r n  fo r  Tb«  J o u r n a l  
b y  HXItKY i .  H A L K I R .

W’itl* a  "bottlc-in-the-w indow ” 
a t  every  10-mfle b reak  in the 
journey , and som etim es an 
evening of fiddles and dancing 
a t each n ight's stopping placc, 
W in ter trave l on the icc roads 
of the U pper O ttaw a in the days 
before the old "L ucy D alton" 
pu lled  the C anada C entral into 
R enfrew  and P em broke, was not 
w ithou t its com pensations.

And so this w eek wc take 
you on a Journey over tortuous 
snow  roads and r iv e r Ice w ith

stopping place, th a t of Roger 
Moore, w as reached a t  a point 
n ine m iles above A ylm er. A f­
te r the horses had been fed. the 
tra in  pushed on seven m ore 
miles to Kocky P oint, k ep t by 
the L eFurgey b ro thers, w here 
there was a  short, rocky  land 
road leading to the ice of the 
bay above.

In this bay w as the  w ell- 
know n stopping place of the 
celcbratqjl Joe Violan. Here, 
“Joe" a good natu red  halfbreed, 
kep t open house for team sters. 
As the men ate  his vension

the team sters of the sleigh trains steaks and g rea t loaves of
w ho used to bring  supplies and bread. Jo e  played on his fiddle,
new s to the W inter-bound vil- In re tu rn , they patron ized  his
lages. O ur story  (compiled bar, alleviating the ir th irs t on
from  old records and M organ's 
researches) w ill tell som ething 
also  of the rea lly  rugged days 
o f sub-zero blizzards ou t of 
w h ich  tired  m en and  horses 
s taggered  into the w arm th  and 
■efreshment of U pper O ttaw a

opping places.
'  A rnp rio r Route.

In  th a t period th e re  was no 
p u b lic  trav e l in W inter. Thocc 
w ho had  u rgen t business up­
r iv e r  had  to secure transpo rta­
tion  on one of the heavily  laden 
•now  trains.

To proceed from  Bytown to 
A rn p rio r the trav e lle r had the 
choice of tw o rou tes, one via 
th e  land, and  ano ther over the 
lee. If  he w ished to m ake use 
of the fo rm er he traversed  the 
R ichm ond road  to M arch, and 
thence to C arp  an d  G aletta , a 
to ta l distance of 42 miles. This 
ro ad  wan also m arked  by 
ta v ern s— W’oods’, considered the 
best ho te l on the  route, five 
m iles from  B ytow n; “One­
a rm e d ” B ell's, two miles fu rth e r 
on; B oucher's, ano ther four or 
five m iles d istan t; A rm strong 's, 
a t  L ow ry 's, a s topping  place, not
■ tavern ; W ood's Corner*, and 
so on. T h e  road passed through 
a section w hich was in placcs 
heav ily  wooded, in o the r places 
fe ttled . C arp  th*n had half a 
dozen sm all build ings and an 
indifferent tavern .

B ut the g rea t p a rt of W inter 
ravel from  B ytow n up river 
.oved by the ice of Lake 

Ocschenes. A ylm er w as then 
<he s ta rtin g  point fo r the jou rney  
to  Pem broke.

Joe 's ‘P a rlo r’.
From  D urrell's  F arm , situated  

about two m iles above A ylm er, 
the road kep t close to the north  
shore of the

“M acDonald's P roof" m ade in 
P erth  a t 80 cents a gallon! For 
the "bosses" of the r iv e r Joe  
had a special placc reserved 
which he called his "p a rlo r” but 
the fare w as exactly  th e  sam e 
as fo r the G rea t U nw ashed.

Sand P oint C arav an s.

From  "Jo e 's" , the tra in  p ick ­
ed its w ay over the bad  ice, 
avoiding the cu rren ts  a t  the 
m ouths of creeks, p ast M ohr's 
Bay to Quyon L anding  a t the 
stopping place of John  McCabe, 
or two miles fa r th e r  to the 
trad ing  post of J . G. M acTavish. 
This was the W inter portage 
around the Chats Falls.

(All th a t rem ains there now  is 
the gaun t fireplace on the point 
w hich can be seen  from  the 
CPR tra in  w indow .)

T he tra ineaux  n ex t p&ssed 
Captain  B ell’s place a t C harlo tte  
Creek near C astleford  and then 
a t  B onnechere P o in t a rriv ed  a t  
one of the o ldest clcaranccs on 
the up p er C hats w here  a  m an 
nam ed A uldjo k ep t a  tav ern  and 
p riv a te  fu r- trad in g  post.

One of the favorite  stopping 
places was the inn of Edw ard 
F arre ll. F rom  here  the team ­
sters had th e ir  choice of two 
forks to P em broke. If the 
sleighing w as good they  could 
leave the r iv e r  by a bush road 
to R enfrew  via G ibbons’ farm , 
leaving the then village by the 
C arsw ell H ill and the Opeongo 
Line.

R ullis T u rn p ik e .
If how ever, the d rivers  elect­

ed to  continue on the  r iv e r  p ro ­
ceeded e ith er to via this no rth  
shore line to P o rtage  du  F ort 
o r  by the sou th  shore to  Boltons 
on the Schneaux (Snow ) rap ids 
(now  the site  of the  pow er dc- 
developm ent.)

B u t from  Boltons a land  d e­
to u r w as necessary  on a rough 
s tre tch  know n as “B ullis T u rn ­
p ike", o \c r  rav ines of slashed 
tim ber and boulders th a t took 
its toil in  broken  w h ifflc trccs 
and  sloops. ,

A t W ard 's S ettlem en t the road

Ja rd in e , M ichacl McNeill »nrf 
D aniel F raser.

A t Low ertow n, then called  
“C am pbelltow n", there was i. 
la rg e  c leared  farm  w ith  a fine 
room y house ow ned by Camp­
bell D unlop, w ho was lum ber­
m an, school teacher and inn­
k eep er. Incidentally , w ith  a 
c lu ste r of houses, school house 
and  b lacksm ith  shop, pioneet 
P em b ro k e\w as on its way.

Below  “ ftam pbclltow n" aloni 
the r iv e r  fro n t w ere o ther clear 
ances occupied by J .  S. John 
stone, W. D urrell, and A runah 
A lexander and  John  Dunlop- 
all progressive lum berm en.

A nd now, soaring high in  tl 
b lue  on s ilv er wi^gs over th 
m agn ificen t Valley of the Ott. 
w a, an  a irp lane covers in  mil 
utes w hat fo rm erly  took day* . 
en du rance  by  a  hard y  brc

w hose only fillip  against fatigu. 
was a "bottle-in-the-w indow "!

A fter ano ther overn igh t stop '^our'd  in land  to  O lm stcad s
here the long line of sleighs 
proceeded to Sand P o in t w here 
Alex M acDonnell had his head­
quarte rs  and w here  W illiam  
Craig operated  the firs t rea l 
hotel on the rou te.

Sand P o in t wa* a cross roads 
of caravans. In  it* yards and 
bars r iv e r cham pions w ere 
throned and de-throned. Their 
historic m arks w ere recorded 
by the ir caulked boots on 
tavern  w alls and ceilings. Here,

c learance n ea r Cobden. in the 
h ea rt of the hush. O lm stead 
k ep t a good house and  tab le , 
som ething th a t could no t be said 
fo r m any  of the bush taverns. 
T en  m iles aw ay, a f te r  tra v e rs ­
ing th e  M uskrat L ak e  w as the  
fina l stop a t  S pencer A llan 's  
place.

P em broke Settlem ents.
T he sleighs used a lum bering  ' 

“ tote'* road  for. the  final stretch  
in to  P em broke, o r M iram ichi, as

the g reat M artin  H ennessey^ the tow n w u  „ ,CIl know n ( u
m m , vr01l 8nd caIlerf M iram ichi because !h itting  M acFarlanes of C larcn- fm m , refugees from  the g rea t

M iram ichi f ire  in  New B runs- j  

w ick, had  even tua lly  m ade th e ir  j 
w ay to Pem broke.) The land  I 
w est of the M uskrat R iver w as 
then  a ccdar sw am p w ithou t a 
single clearance. The f irs t block 
of land on the cast side of the 
M uskrat and  f r o n t i n g  th e  j 
O ttaw a w as then ow ned and  
occupied by two b ro thers, Jam es 
and  Sam uel M cKay, lum berm en, 
w ho w ere  supplied  by  the house 
of Jo h n  Egan and  Com pany.

T hen  in  succcssion w ere the
it.. History

don, and Joe M ontferrand 
fought in term inable rounds to 
b r i e f l y  held cham pionships. 
Here, too, M ontferrand lost his 
crow n to "S ilen t” A lex Sm ith 
a t  a gory ba ttle  on the Snake 
Creek bridge.

Old Stopping Places.
Beyond Sand P o in t wa* the 

hom estead halting  placc of 
M i c h a e l  Roddy, big hearted  
Irishm an, whose stand  of m ighty 
N orw ay pines w as a landm ark  
of the river. Then cam e the
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