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NOTES and COMMENTS
CHAMPLAIN ASTROLOBE

a . , -  Historic Site and Monument to Mark 
/^rvT Finding of Champlain’s Astrolobe

(By E. McF.)
About three miles east of Cobden, on Highway 17 

land has l>een surveyed for a historical site and a monu­
ment will be erected in the near future, according tt 
com m unications received from N ational Parks and His 
toric Sites Services, Ottawa.

In  the unveiling  th is  fa ll b e­
side H ighw ay 17, th ree  m iles cast 
o f Cobden, of a ca irn  to  com m em ­
orate the v isit of Sam uel de 
C ham plain, the exp lo rer, In days 
of C anada’s ea rly  h isto ry , It is 
proposed to  borrow , if possible, 
the C ham plain  astrolobe, lost 
long aKo and found in  R enfrew  
county in  1807. T h a t su rvey ing  
instrum ent is in  N ew  Y ork, ow n­
ed by a collector of astrolobe* 
and sim ilar in strum en ts w ho 011 
a form er occasion declined to 
loan it, fearing  th a t i t  m ight be 
lost, w ith  recovery  impossible.
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Hope is not ye t abandoned th a t 
a loan of it m ay  be secured, for 
th ;s  tim e th e  in stru m en t is no t 
to  be used on a vessel to  re p re ­
sen t one of C ham plain’s sailing 
ships. I t  is p o in ted  ou t th a t a 
likeness of an  astro lobe m ay be 
seen  in  O ttaw a as  p a r t  of the 
Chr.m plain sta tue  located on N e- 
poan P oint, w ith in  sigh t of the 
P arliam en t buildings. O ne of Ihis 
,*ort w ould be the nex t best tiling 
to the rea l a rtic le  w hich  so long 
lay  unseen on ground w ith in  the 
coun ty  of R enfrew , close to  the 
shores o i  the O ttaw a.

CORN HAS VALUE
f » o 's f irs t corn land  field  

held  a t  o r n ea r  the v il­
li s *"" S pencervllle In G renville  
county, one of th e  few  E astern  
O ntario  counties in  w hich the 
production  of corn  on a  liberal 
scale is  being  a ttem pted . E x ist­
ence of a starch  p la n t a t  the v il­
lage of C ard inal in  G renv ille  
county m ay have had som ething 
to  do w ith  the m ovem ent. In  
Renfrew  * county  tw o o r th ree  
years ago m uch w as h e a rd  touch­
ing hyb rid  corn, a g rea t deal be­
ing expected of it, seeing th a t 
corn com mon in W estern O ntario  
has not done w ell in the O ttaw a

V alley, w here frosts come e a r l’cr 
an a  w ith e r the stalks. An a tte n d ­
ance of 500 people as repo rted  
from  Spcnccrv illc  field  day  is an 
ind ication  of keen  in te re s t on the 
p a rt of fa rm ers th e re  and in 
counties adjoining, i t  being  w ell 
k n o w n 'th a t corn is a favo rite  d ie t 
w ith  hogs, second only  to  peas in 
the m a tte r  o f excellence. An e x ­
h ib it a t th e  Spencerv ille  fieid 
day w as som ething in  the n a tu re  
of an e lec tric  scarecrow . I t  m ay 
be th a t In R enfrew  county a cor.- 
U ivancc for the scaring  of rac­
coons would be of value as  a help  
to the scarecrows.
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In  1615 w hen S am uel dcC ham - 
p la in  m ade one of h is  tr ip s  up  the 
O ttaw a r iv e r  he m ade notes in 
h is  d ia ry  to  the effect th a t he lost 
h is  astro lobe on the w ay from  
th e  O ttaw a R iver to  the M uskrat 
L ake. The loss of the in stru m en t 
w as not d iscovered  u n til the p a r­
ty  had  reached  M uskrat L ake. A 
search  p a rty  w as sen t back  over 
th e  tra il to  loeate th e  astro lobe 
b u t re tu rn ed  unsuccessful.

The astro lobe rem ained  in 
its  lost condition for 255 years. 
Tn 1870 the  la te  E dw ard  G eorge 
Lee and h is  fa th e r w ere engaged 
in  clearing  th e ir  lan d  w ith  a team  
of oxen w hen one of th e  logs 
w ere  pu lled  aw ay and the as tro - 
lobc w as found. T he astrolobe 
la te r  found its w ay to  a m useum  
and  from  all th a t is know n it is 
secure in  some m useum  in  New 
Y ork. .

In  those ea rly  days C ham plain 
m ade h is  w ay up  th e  O ttaw a 
r iv e r  as fa r as P ortage du  Fort, 
an d  possibly to  avoid the rapids, 
and  for a sho rt rou te, he crossed 
ov er to the chain  of lakes, O lm ­
ste d 's  lake, Je ffre y ’s lake, and 
fo llow ing the ou tle ts  to  G reen 
la k e  and to  M uskrat lake, along 
w hich shore he m entions in  his 
d ia ry  of a little  Ind ian  village 
(now  C obden). F rom  there  up 
th e  M uskrat r iver, Mud lake, and 
w h a tev er else th e re  m ay be, on 
to  Ind ian  r iv e r  and back  to  the 
O ttaw a r iv e r  a t P em broke.

This la te r  becam e an  estab lish- 
portag ing  rou te .

h isto rical fa rm  is now 
Id  by Roy M cK?y and  a l-  
.gh the  m onum ent w ill be 

^ e c te d  n ea r  the h ighw ay  so tha t 
a ll w ho trave l m ay read, th e  e x ­
ac t location w here th e  in strum en t 
w as found is a b o u H M f l i  back. 
A little  lake, k 
lake, is h idden

and some old logs still rem ain, al 
th a t is le ft of th e  old farm  build 
Ings n ea r w here th e  find w t
made.

Mr. M cKay has donated th  
land for the site and the monu 
m cnt w ill be placed in  the centr 
of a  25 foot plot. The contra c 
for th e  foundation and the plat 
ing of the  m onum ent has bee 
given to  E dw ard M au of Pen- 
broke and  w ork w ill begin in  
couple of weeks.

T he m onum ent w ill be shlpp< 
Irom  the  D epartm ent of Justn 
to Cobden to be received by Sa 
Blackw ell, who has been inte 
ested in  th is for the past *evi 
years. /

L ette rs  have been  rcceiv' 
from  C. H. Dove of the  Nation 
P a rk s  and H istorical S ites Se 
vices, in O ttaw a, by Zion Li 
W.I. and Mr. B lackw ell advisi 
them  of the p lans of erection.

T he m em bers of Zion Line W 
and Mr. B lackw ell have be 
persis ten t in  th e ir  efforts over 
period of years to have th is evt 
com m em orated  by a histori. 
site and m onum ent.

This m onum ent fo r the findi 
of C ham plain 's astrolobe will 
•he only h isto ric#!, r a n k e r  t 
tw een  Richm ond w d j q U a w a

ed  po r
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