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Polish Exiles, Led by Priest,
FoundedColonyatWilno

Th g priest was the son

come to Canada !

| rigid regimentation of life in his
torn country. Seeing the bound-
less opportunities availeble in
Canada he returned {o Poland,
disguised as a peasant, and De-

| came tite “crwgelof—the—terger..
Ing ﬁlh:' of the Ottawa. !
Corner of Poland.
| Soon the frults of his work
were apparent in the plars laid,
! secrefly, for family  and
. group migrations. Father Jan-
kowskl returned to Wilno, named
. after the Polish city of Vilna, to
i help his wilderness flock as they
prrived. He brought with him
from Poland the Church vest-
nents and vessels and these
were for years venerated in the
parish chuirch at Wilno until
many of them were in
the fire some years ago.
Commanding a majestic pano-
rama, the magnificent new chi

at Wilno (the parish is now called
Our Lady of Czenstochow after a
shrine in Poland) Is a wilness to
the work of Rev. Father E, Wil-
owski, who is ably carrying on in
the tradition of the great and rev-
Father

P
parish is
Poland”.

Many of the immigrant Poles
after voyaging up the Ottawa,
availed themselves of land in the

o but many

sights on what are now Queen, |
Bank and Bonnechere streets in
Renfrew, Thompson Hill and out
the “Pucker Streest” where sev-
eral scitled on small holdings.

Tribute in Parliament.

Castleford W.l. Tweedsmuir History

B oty ot o e o avoid
German

Early Community History

“Let me say that no county
& finer class of citizens than

They are honest,
hard-working, good living and
God-fearing poople. They are
men of the lund and of the fore:

Vilna in
Polish parish in Canada.”
The Polish “exiles” preserved
their national customs and tra-
adltions. (On festivals they still
decorate their homes with ever-
and at burials in the
country pariches the singing con- |
Eﬂﬂm in procession follows
corpse to the grave.) Many
old timers of Renfrew
remember their arrival, the wo-
men with thelr quaint shawls and
the infants in swaddling clothes.
The English-speaking villagers
recelved them kindly, and many |
B R e
Grandmother Wright (molhe ¥ -
G i formet ot e ok s w3
MP) for advice and guidance lnsm of the county.

a new land. approximate
people of Polish descent
Polish colony in South Renfrew
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' used to be the late cherishes proud
Cybulski, but the mantle generation

row has fallen on Michael Vice,! and foresight to find
who arrived in 1882, He camei of promise. . 3

military service in the
army.

As stated, many of the Polish

m detesting German  mili-
o escaped

it by taking ship
Canada. Among those who
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