
M iss C o llin s ' F orty Y e a rs

T H E o n ly  th in g  w e can  see fo r 
it  is th a t  M iss C ollins is going 
to  h av e  to  w rite  a  book. F o r ty -  

jd d  y e a rs  o f w o rk  w ith  th e  W om en 's 
In s titu te  B ran ch  h av e  p ro v id ed  h e r  
w ith  a fu n d  of h ila rio u s  e x p e r i­
ences th a t  a re  ju s t  too  good to be 
m issed . A n d  now  th a t  M iss C ol­
lin s  h a s  re t ire d  . . . w ell, how  
ab o u t a v o lu m e  of m em oirs?

I t  a ll  b eg an  w h en  M iss E d ith  
C ollins a tte n d e d  a c lo th in g  sh o r t 
course g iv e n  b y  th e  W om en’s In ­
s t itu te  in  1912. S h e  m a d e  a  d o tted  
Sw iss m u s lin  d ress, so p re t ty  th a t 
th e  in s tru c to r  chose h e r  as an

MISS EDITH COLLINS 
M it t  C o llin t, w ho  recently  re tire d  a fte r  41 years ' service in 
the W om en's Ins titu te  Branch, w ears the  cameo p in  w hich  
w as presented to  her b y  the Federated W om en's Institu tes  
o f O n ta rio . The D epartm ent o f A g ricu ltu re  chose a handsom e  
Baum -m arten fu r  sca rf fo r  her, a n d  from  the  s ta ff o f the  
W om en's Institu tes Branch  come a b e a u tifu l am ethyst ring . 
A ffec tiona te  messages a rr iv e d  from  Ins titu tes  a ll  the w a y  

from  O tta w a  to  Rainy River.

wijr w as n o i p a in tu l,
b u t a p e rs is te n t p u lsa tio n  w hich- 
seem ed  to  com e a c tu a lly  from  out " 
side m y  head . I tu rn e d  on th  

_  lig h t an d  shook  th e  p illo w  . . . and * 
a li tt le  m ouse  fe ll o u t and  scu rried  
u n d e r  th e  d o o r!”

M iss C o llin s fo u n d  th a t  h e r  
d u tie s  w e re  a p t  to  in c lu d e  no t 
o n ly  sew in g  in s tru c tio n , b u t adv ice  
to  th e  lo v e - lo rn , a c tin g  a s  a fash ion  
m o d e l to  w om en  w ho  h ad  no o th e r 
s ty le  n ew s  b u t E a to n ’s ca ta lo g u e ,*  
as w ell as f i ll in g  in  as o rg an is t 
a n d /o r  so lo is t in  re m o te  d is tric ts . 
O ne of th e  o rg an s  sh e  ta c k le d  w as 
the  ho m e o f a  n e s t o f v e ry  ac tiv e  
m ice, b u t sh e  s ta y e d  w ith  it , h e r  
com posu re  th e  a d m ira tio n  of h e r 
aud ience .

In  a d d itio n  to sew in g ,. M iss C ol­
lin s  a lso  gave* co u rses  w. c u ltu ra l 
a c tiv itie s  a n d  a ss is ted  in  com piling  

th e  W om en’s In s ti­
tu te  h is to ry , “F if ty  
Y ears  o f A ch iev e ­
m e n t.” H e r  la s t w ork  
b e fo re  r e t ir e m e n t w as 
th e  p re p a ra tio n  of a 
T w e e d sm u ir H is to ry  I 
o f th e  F .W .I.O .

“In  look ing  b ack  
o v e r  th e  y e a rs ,” she 
sa id  a t  th e  sp r in g  ! 
co n fe ren ce  of th e  I n -  | 
s t i tu te  o ffice rs  a t  j 
G u elp h , -‘ i-w-e— c a n  ‘ 
e v a lu a te  th e  W om en’s J 
In s ti tu te  an d  th e  
p lace  i t  h a s  h a d  in  : 
p r o m o t i n g  b e tte r  
ho m e -  m ak ing . I  
n o ticed  a t  th e  c o n fe r­
ence h o w  p ra c tic a lly  
e v e ry  w om an  in  th e  
d iscu ssio n  g ro u p  h ad  
so m e th in g  to  say  . . . 
i t  w a sn ’t lik e  th a t  
f i f ty  y e a rs  ago, w h en  
so m a n y  w o m e n  
seem ed  sh y  a n d  u n ­
su re  o f them selves. 
T he  w o rk  is  op en in g  
u p  in  m a n y  fie lds, 
and  th e r e  is s t il l a  
g re a t  jo b  to  be  done.

“M any  of th e  h a p ­
p ie s t m em o ries  a re  
asso c ia ted  w ith  th e  
w in te r  sh o r t courses, 
a n d  th e  p ro m isin g  
y o u n g  p eo p le  from  
th e  co u n tie s  w ho a t ­
te n d e d  th em . N ow  
m a n y  of th e m  a re  
f i ll in g  p r o m i n e n  t 
p lace s  in  th e  c o u n try , 
and  th e i r  h o m es g ive  

s tre n g th  a n d  c h a ra c te r  to  th e  com ­
m u n ity  b ecau se  th e y  k n o w  th a t  
th e y  h a v e  a  life  to  live , a n d  a life  
to  g ive .”

ass is tan t. T h a t w as th e  b eg in n in g  
of an  in ten siv e  tra in in g  in d ra f tin g  
an d  ta ilo r in g , an d  she  jo in ed  th e  
s ta ff  of th e  W om en’s In s ti tu te  in  
1913. H e r f i r s t  a ss ig n m en t w as a  
ten  w eek s’ course  in  T em iskam ing .

“C o m m erc ia l p a tte rn s  w e re  n o t 
in  g e n e ra l u se  a t  th a t  tim e , an d  
w e h ad  to  m easu re  each  m em b er 
of th e  class an d  d ra f t  an  in d iv id u a l 
p a t te rn  fo r  a ll ty p es  of sh ap es a n d  
sizes, an d  su p e rv ise  th e  c o n s tru c ­
tio n  of th e  ga rm en t.

“T ra v e l w a s  by  tr a in  w h e n e v e r 
possib le ,"  co n tin u es  M iss C o llin s’ 
n o te -b o o k , “b u t w e fre q u e n tly  h ad  
to  en g ag e  a h o rse  an d  sle igh  from  
th e  liv e ry  s ta b le  to  m a k e  o u r  a p ­
p o in tm en ts . F ro zen  ears , cheeks, 
and  f in g e rs  w e re  p a r t  o f th e  jo b  
hazard s . I  le a rn e d  to  u se  sn o w - 
shoes, and  ‘o ften  on m o o n lig h t 
n igh ts, th e y  w e re  m y  m ean s  of 
tra n sp o rta tio n . . . . I ’ve d r iv e n  in
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Martintown Woman 
Heads WI Institutes

Mrs. L. Clark of the M artin­
town Women’s Institu te. Glen­
garry county, was elected 
chairm an of the Eastern On­
tario Women’s Institu tes this 
week during the second day of 
their two-day convention a t 
the C hateau Laurier.

Elected with Mrs. Clark 
were:

Mrs. C. Dewar, Braeside WI, 
South Renfrew county, first 
vice-president: Miss J. Dillon 
Morrlsburg WI, Dundas, sec­
ond vice-president: Mrs. c.
D. Gray, Ramsayvllle, East 
Carleton, secretary-treasurer.

Auditors, Mrs. R. Lillico, 
H urdm an's Bridge, East Carle­
ton and Mrs. R. Blair, Cyrville, 
East Carleton.

Conveners: Agriculture and 
Canadian industry, Mrs B 
Connell Prescott, South G ren­
ville, citizenship and e teca - 
tion Mrs. A. Buttle, CobSsL 
North Renfrew: historical i ? l  
search and current events, Mrs.
J. Pritchard, Manotick, West 
Carleton.

Community activities and 
public relations, Mrs. R. Stew­
art, Pendleton. Prescott: home 
economics and health, Mrs. E.
L. Blair, Moose Creek, S tor­
m ont. •

Resolutions, Mrs. G. Youne 
South Lanark.

The nearly 450 members this 
m orning studied resolutions 
drawn up a t yesterday's ses­
sion.

WJth Mrs. g . M acPhatter 
provincial president, of Owen 
Sound m the chair, they 
vetoed a resolution calling for 
an earlier public school clos- 
ng. Members felt for educa- 

reasons, the schools 
should rem ain open until June

They passed almost unani-1 
mously the resolution th a t be-' 
cause “the price of soap is too
rw  ^ a*nf? soap couPons are 
not distributed evenly enough
f°r„ a,J* l° benefit, the coupons 
should be discontinued and 
tne price of soap lowered”.

They also voted to urge fab­
ric m anufacturers to label 
clearly the fibre content of 
fabrics and instructions for 
washing and cleaning.
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