
M iss C o llin s ' F orty Y e a r s

T H E  o n ly  th in g  w e can  see  fo r  
i t  is th a t  M iss C o llin s is going 
to  h a v e  to  w r ite  a  book. F o r ty -  

jd d  y e a rs  o f w o rk  w ith  th e  W om en’s 
In s ti tu te  B ran ch  h a v e  p ro v id e d  h e r  
w ith  a fu n d  of h ila r io u s  e x p e r i­
en ces  th a t  a re  ju s t  too  good to  be  
m issed . A nd  n ow  th a t  M iss C ol­
lin s  h a s  r e t ire d  . . . w e ll, how  
ab o u t a v o lu m e  o f m em oirs?

I t  a ll  b eg an  w h e n  M iss E d ith  
C o llins a tte n d e d  a c lo th in g  sh o r t 
course  g iv en  b y  th e  W om en’s In ­
s t itu te  in  1912. S h e  m a d e  a  d o tted  
Sw iss m u s lin  d ress, so p re t ty  th a t  
th e  in s tru c to r  chose h e r  as an

MISS EDITH COLLINS 
M it t  C o llin t, w ho  recently re tire d  a fte r  41 y e a n ' service in  
the W om en's In s titu te  Branch, w ears  the cameo p in  w hich  
was presented to  her b y  the Federated W om en's Institu tes  
o f O n ta rio . The D epartm ent o f A g ricu ltu re  chose a hondsom e  
B oum -m orten fu r  sca rf fo r  her, a nd  fro m  the  s ta ff o f  the 
W om en's Institu tes Branch came a  b e a u tifu l am ethyst ring . 
A ffec tiona te  m e tta g e t a rr ive d  from  Ins titu tes  a ll  the w a y  

from  O tta w a  to  Rainy River.

iouna inai women drivers always 
got m e ' safely to my destination.”

During her travels, Mjg^ Collins 
sampled such exotic items of food 
as whale, bear, moose, deer, and 
frogs’ legs. On five different oc­
casions, she boarded in homes 
where there was a mental patient 
confined to a room in the house.

“A fter a disturbing experience 
with one of these, I left and went 
to stay a t a sm all country hotel. 
During the night I awakened with

__a strange throbbing sensation at
my temple. _ It was not painful, 
but a persistent pulsation whichr 
seemed to come actually from out " 
side my head. I turned on th , 

^  light and shook the pillow . . . and 1 
a little mouse fell out and scurried 
under the door!”

Miss Collins found that her 
duties were apt to include not 
only sewing instruction, but advice 
to the love-lorn, acting as a fashion ' 
model to women who had no other 
style news but Eaton’s catalogue, * 
as well as filling in as organist 
and /o r soloist in remote districts. 
One of the organs she tackled was 
the home of a nest of very active 
mice, but she stayed with it, her 
composure the admiration of her 
audience.

In addition to sewing, Miss Col- 
1ms also gave, courses pultnral 
activities and assisted in compiling 

the Women’s Insti­
tute history, / ‘Fifty 
Years of Achieve­
ment.” H er last work 
before retirem ent was 
the preparation of a 
Tweedsmuir History 
of the F.W.I.O.

“In looking back 
over the years,” she 
said at the spring 
conference of the In­
stitute officers at 
Guelph, ‘ ‘--w e  e a n 
evaluate the Women’s 
Institute and the 
place it has had in 
p r o m o t i n g  better 
home - making. I 
noticed at the confer­
ence how practically 
every woman in the 
discussion group had 
something to say . . . 
it wasn’t  like that 
fifty years ago, when 
so many w o m e n  
seemed shy and un ­
sure of themselves. 
The work is opening 
up in many fields, 
and there is still a 
great job to be done.

“Many of the hap­
piest memories are 
associated with the 
w inter short courses, 
and the promising 
young people from 
the counties who a t­
tended them. Now 
many of them are 
filling p r o m i n e n  t 
places in the country, 
and their homes give 

strength and character to the com­
munity because they know that 
they have a life to live, and a life 
to give.”

assistant. That was the beginning 
of an  intensive training in drafting 
and tailoring, and she joined the 
staff of the Women’s Institute in 
1913. Her first assignment was a 
ten  w eeks’ course in Temiskaming.

“Commercial patterns were not 
in  general use at that time, and 
w e had to measure each member 
of the class and draft an individual

Castleford Women's Institute Tweedsmuir History 1913-
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M rs. L. C la rk  o f th e  M a r tin -  
tow n W om en’s In s t i tu te ,  G len ­
g a rry  co u n ty , w as elec ted  
c h a irm a n  of th e  E a s te rn  O n ­
ta r io  W om en’s In s t i tu te s  th is  
week d u rin g  th e  second  day  of 
th e ir  tw o -d ay  con v en tio n  a t  
th e  C h a te a u  L a u rie r .

E lec ted  w ith  M rs. C lark  
w ere:

M rs. C. D ew ar, B raeside  WI. 
S o u th  R e n frew  coun ty , f irs t 
v ic e -p re s id e n t; M iss J . D illon 
M o rrlsb u rg  WI. D undas, sec­
ond  v ic e -p re s id e n t; M rs. C.
D. G ray , R am sayv ille , E ast 
C arle to n , se c re ta ry - tre a s u re r .

A ud ito rs, M rs. R. Lillico 
H u rd m a n ’s B ridge. E as t C arle - j 
ton , a n d  M rs. R. B la ir, CyrvIIle 
E a s t C arle to n .

C o n v en ers: A g ricu ltu re  a n d  
C a n a d ia n  in d u s try , M rs. B. 
C onnell, P re sc o tt, S o u th  G re n ­
ville; c itizen sh ip  a n d  efcixa- 
tion , M rs. A. B u ttle , CobSSfc 
N orth  R en frew ; h is to r ic a l r c l  
s e a rc h  a n d  c u r r e n t  even ts , M rs 
J . P r i tc h a rd , M ano tick , W est 
C arle to n .

C o m m u n ity  a c tiv itie s  and  
pub lic  re la tio n s , M rs. R. S tew ­
a r t ,  P en d le to n , P re sc o tt; hom e 
econom ics an d  h e a lth , M rs. E.
L. B la ir, M oose C reek, S to r ­
m o n t. •

R eso lu tions, M rs. G. Y oung 
S o u th  L a n a rk .

T h e  n e a rly  450 m em bers th is  
m o rn in g  s tu d ie d  reso lu tions 
d raw n  up a t  y e s te rd ay 's  ses- 
slon.

W ith  M rs. G. M a c P h a tte r , 
p ro v in c ia l p re s id e n t, of Owen 
Sound  in  th e  ch a ir , th ey  
vetoed  a re so lu tio n  ca llin g  for 
a n  e a r lie r  pub lic  school clos­
ing. M em bers fe l t  fo r ed u ca ­
tio n a l reasons, th e  schools 
sh o u ld  re m a in  open  u n til Ju n e

T hey  passed  a lm o st u n a n i­
m ously  th e  re so lu tio n  t h a t  be­
cause  “ th e  p rice  of soap  Is too 
n ig h  a n d  soap coupons arc

1 n o t d is tr ib u te d  even ly  enough
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