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Judy Geddes cutting hay on the family farm near Bervie

Farm wife a businesswoman too

By EILEEN MORROW
e Canadion) prone
— “Bring boots,
sk e ol only advice.

That and a map so accurate I

drove straight to the 100-hectare
sheep-breeding farm without miss-
ing a beat.

I was to spend the next 24 hours
there, chasing around after shepher-
dess Judy Geddes, learning first
hand what a farm woman does.

The boots, it turned out, were the.
only defence against whatever it
was we kept sloshing and slipping
through. And the map? Well Geddes
trucks the 375-kilometre round trip
to the Toronto stockyards almost ev-
ery Monday, so she knows in detail
the way down from Kincardine.

As 1 arive, Geddes is washing
dishes, concocting a cassorole,
punching down bread dough an
doing the laundry —all ot the i

ime.
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Later she'll go out m the barn and
get down to the real work.
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sheep — about 800 of them — try-
ing to separate the sheep from the
lambs, and theyre not cooporating.

n the grand tour of the farm,
Geddes introduces the other re-
sidents: assorted goats, veal calves,
pigs, horses, chickens, rabbits, pea.
cocks, the obligatory barn cats and
Sheba the dog, a shepherd, of

it an Old MacDonald’s farm. But
she’s certainly not an Old MacDo-
nald’s farmwife.

She outlines how a breeding farm
works, and the homey vision of
Geddes dishing* out lunch to hus-
band Bill, and a visiting neighbor is
already starting to fade.

Forget the rubbers and overalls.
And forget the healthy round face
This is business and Geddes is a bu-
sinesswoman.

less than 10 years, farm women
have moved from the obscurity of
cozy country kitchens to. the lime-
light of magazine covers and TV,
talk-show circuits. They want recog-
nition for the farm work they do
and they want respect for their in-
telligence, professional expertise and
feelings.

“In our particular operation, we're
aiming for a ewe that will lamb
with no problems,” she said. “We
look for ewes with lambs that gain
well, ones with muliple births an
ones that lamb three times every
two years A year.

Hohw doce 'ehel Know which is
which?

Basy.” says Geddes. (I keep the
recol

e production line, it's your
poorer ewes that give you problems.
They don’t put lambs on the market
as qui they don't make as
big and strong prospective breeding
stock. So you keep records because
records make you mone

tags their ears and enters their num-
ber in her little black book.
he lamb grows, its life story
unfolds in records: birth, weight
gain, breeding patterns and death
ke most farm wives, Geddes
also keeps all the financial records,
handling hundreds of thousands of
dollars in stock and property
Geddes does her bookkeeping af-
ter dinner and the evening chores
This afternoon will be spent helping
her husband sort, vaccinate and cut
tails off the latest crop of about 200
lambs

As evening beckons, it's hard to
remember when Geddes possibly
prepare a dinner of
. scalloped potatoes
corn, freshly baked
buns, milk and homemade
At dinner, the
father Bill, John, 19, Donald,
ice, 14, share the high.
lights of the day and watch televis-
ion,

family including

After dinner, there's no relaxing

, 'd do my evening
chores and  bookkeeping now, but
fonight I'm going {0 a meeting in-
stead.”

Half an hour later, Geddes traded
her farm threads for a navy-blue
pantsuit and simple white blouse.

Tidy and perfumed, she's just in
itime to grea the cas pool of women

The next mo;
Geddes apolo
Goats must be
bottle fed, n
banking don

She estima
nine hours a day
on farm w

jobin th

and some of t y i
While she knows -
wouldn't be ¢ e

barns, most far

on family operatio;
she doesn't think
just how much

1 don't th
of what work
think it ever
amount of debt and the am
work we put in to put a proc

In a lot of cases, high inter
rates make the debt intolerable, s:
Geddes. For she and her husbanc
future plans that once seemed a cer
tainty now are completely up in the

course. Y.
She isn't kidding when she calls  When the lambs are born, Geddes for an hou: each way.




