Women's Institutes do change wnh the 'nmes Prov]nClal WI

Their motto is ‘For Home and
Country” and for over 88 years
Watiire iailtes pave. el the
ever-changing problems and concerns
of home and country head-on.

Women’s Institutes have kept up
vith the changing times. and at the

time. have upheld_the
Uraditions of horme and country: They
are just as likely to discuss and make
resolutions about child abuse and
pornography, a they are o eneourage
women fo acquire tried an
homemaking skills.

“People don’t give enough credit to
Women's Institutes,” says Mary Seip,
who has twice been president of
Hanover W1 in the 35 years she's been a
member of the organization.

“‘People. think of us as old ladies
getting together, but the issues we deal

wilh are ot ol ady ssues,”she says

oughout this century,
WV oy g oot s o e
problems of family and society, and
have challenged governments {0 pass
legislation for the benefit of ~all
Canadians.

1t was a Grey County W that hired
the first County Public Health Nurse in
Ontario, says Seip. Other Federated
Women's Institutes of Ontario (FWIO)
have successfully lobbled for con
sumer protection legislation that. en
sured the wrapping of bread for
sanitary reasons and the banning of

eplve redsiriped bacon wrappers
“Our_objectives change with the

" says Seip. “Pasteurizing milk
no longer an issue.

More recent resolutions, submitted
by the FWIO to appropriate provincial
and federal departments, include: a
request 1o allow the use of heroin in
Canada for terminally i1l patients; an.

for government funding of
cliers for battered women
statement of concern regardin m»
anvitanmental alfect of ot fable
soft drink contafners.

in Jaruary, 1h8 Compbell's Corner
WI prepared their annual resolu
i ¥aalotseaster ealltattecs of
Jeaded gasoline

Lot it bo resolved that the FWIO
give s much support as possible to the
phasing out of the sale of leaded
gasoline, " eoncludes the resolution. 1t
will now he passed up through various
levels of the organization for approval
hefore being submitted to the govern
ment, a3 Floreace Schmidt, who s

tim
i

olitlons converer or the op o5
well s the disri
UL TBkpi. helx om0

stay on t0p of current issues, some
WIS are finding | dificult fo blract
new members. As Seip pointed oul
people have old-fashioned views nimm
the organization and are reluctant to
join. There are other reasons
declining memberships as well

According (o the Canadian En
cyclopedia, membership in WI's
across Canada hns slowly declined as
the country becomes more and more.
urbanized.

In Hanover, the WI has 16 or 17

members, says Prosident Emily
Whista, o (rom about 801 earlier.

(\ur members are dying off and
Retting: n\r] und i's hard to get new
: histon. She says one
problem is Ahnl younger townswomen
think he organization s only open to
‘al or farm rgembers.

Another problem, says Seip, is that
meetings ate held during afternoons
which is inguavenient for women who
work or who have small children to
cave for. The meatings are held gihe

ern

Women

istitutes In Hanover and area have spearheaded numerous projects over

the years In the community and this was obvious last June during the 0th An-
nlversary party for the Campbell's Corner Women's nstitute. Here, Mary

Mackey
memories at the party
Mermbership in Campbell’s Corner
WI numbers about 30, says President
* Gloria Magwood. "The oldest member
fig 85 and the youngest Is in her late
205,

Magwood says her group has been
abl 10 attract new members, large
Beptinck Township farm Wome
ause hey'e used (o working with

moting good caus
nfirst become imalved
wmh ww a5 A1 Club mi

have iraditionally been
members,
over WI ho longer leads 4
| H clubs because of the advancing age
of its members, Campbell's Corner W1
remains very active in his area.

‘We presently sponsor abaut 25 girls
from Hanover, in two clubs,” says
Mﬁgwr And two af its members

Diane Magwood and Donna Kobe, are

L.
| While

| 4H Jeaders
Aside from 4-H involvement,
Camphells Garnar Wi, continues to |
chronicle local history in its award
winning Tweedsmulr Histories.
Mistrles of community, lie wate
first widertaken by WI's at
suggestion of Lady Nm-d\lmur wits

overnor
om 1% 10, 1940)
Al's Corner Tweed-
smuir Hitory won first prize in 1964, at
both the Grey South WI District anfual
mecting and the Area Conventigh in
he

Lucknow, Gladys Kobe,  the
roup's Tveedsmuir curator and press
e

years, the FWIO has|

raifihed clmg ties with the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture and F

| OMAF publishes the F\¥10's quarterly |
magazine, Home and Counlry, an
spansors numerous workshops  and

| short courses for W1 members and

otner rural gro
[ Hanover Wi me

.ex‘
L
Finision, Bl it can be difialt ot the
older women because many. do not |
have cars.

left, and Edna Knnsenhauser,

two Iife members rekindle some
(Post Photo)

Bruce South W1 met at Benie | \

District Directors maeting ot-|
mﬂha South W. " was.neid in
SarvlEnstflte Hal o1 Tuesday,
Mardhi 25 1

brga%.

Pherson presi-
sedt o Op-n ng Ode was sung
and the Mary Stewart Collect was
repeated. |
Please note the change In date.
for the District Annual fo Moy 8.1
The theme for the re
be peace on earth, et begin
with Me"” |
Mrs. Fred Friar as alternal
board member gave us the high-
lights of the board meeting last fall. ~ |
Mrs, Dave Iraland gave us a report. /|
of the workshop she attended at
Bond Place in Toronto In February.
A delicious lunch was served by the
Bervi

Mrs. Perrin Lowry |
PRO for Bruce South W.I. |

|
W.I. of thg y

|
future outlined |

A3

to executive

irs. Fred Eriar, altemate Director for
\uu Division 17 of the 's Insti

e Fstess (U8 ineeting B e excontive
members of the Grey Bruce Area at her
home on Feb, 10;

In the absence of Mrs. Ivan Thomas who
tas been in hospital, Murlel Busch and

uise Long chaired the meeting.

"The sumimary of the recommehilationsfor
the committee for the W.1. of the future was
explained. In 1987 it will be celebrating the
| %th anniversary of W.I. work. Plans are be-
ing made to hold a convention to com-

te,

mammrs same of whom are ovor 80
years

Se(p alm attributes declining
membership fothere, being more
women's groups for' young farm

WI, rather than join the g re. |
Camobell's Corner has quite a few |

young members says, Whi while |

many members of the Hanovel W

th
have bel
lﬂsell’! rmled for Iwnumhn of

[ rur.n scene. “‘l"hav ‘re trying to move |
1 says_Gloria
im| I's Corner WI
| Brom nomemaking siils to farm |
management, rural child eare, and
farm couples in transition, she says.
"anhll\l\ stays the same, says
Magwood.

memorate S plans are not
mmplvlc at this time.
will be two scholarships given at
Cﬂ\u’\l\ Ievel in1987 only, to celebrate the an-
foaris

ry.

Members are reminded of the da) at the
Lee on June 2. Plans will be made for a
busload from this dumct Each member is
reminded that she is to have a craft item

valued at §1 to sm to be senl that day to the |

Lee. There will be no mq at the
Lee: Instead ibwil be Harvest at the Lee on
.viembe ; ars reminded o e District

ceting on Bervie
Wit Pluuaenucmwsudm for
the District Annual nn \hy l at the
Teeswater Community

K—_A ——

' in community

action

Federated Women's [nstitutes of
Ontario (FWIO] is an educational
organization for personal growth
and community action. During the
semi-annual provincial board
Toronto. _activity
]

organization
and ‘Tnteracta with. other goups
studying the same concerns

Upon request, FWIO presented |
a brief on Future Directions for
Ontario Agricultural Industry 1o
the task force of Ontaria i
of Agrologists

Ruth Grose. provincial agricul- |
fife convenct, represented FWIO
at the Farm Women's Program
Planning Dav. After much discus-
sion, those attending agreed there
was a need for a conference for |
farm women to develop an action |
plan which would create better
undersl.mdinn between- consumer

Mr< " Grose alsh rapresentediite |

U
»Ihe Ganadian Agricultural Chemi-
al Association with representa-
ives from government. special in-
Herest groups, community interest
producers and academ-
fuprofessionals |
i president  Charlotte
Johnson attended the Ontario
‘Advisory Council on Women's
Jssues when concerns such as
thild care. pensions for women.
[pay equity. transition houses, cri- |
sis contres and women business
owners were discussed. The |
Group decided no one issue could
e given priority because all were
regional
represented  FWIO!

vice-

president. at

another meeting of the group

when discussion centred on pay

cultural Winter Fair Association
meet-

of Canada_board directors
Women's [nstitute was
anization re-

ing,/ The

the only women's o
resented

Jane Hawkins represents FWIO
on the Ontario Agricultural Hall
of Fame board of directors. Eight
outstanding agriculturalists will
be inducted into the Hall of Fame

bo:
directors. attended the Roval Agri- ‘
|

 FWIO candidates have been in-
ducted since the first unveiling in
1980.
For 1987 FWIO has nominated
Dorathy - Futcher* as” a_candidate
Togt gecognilag fnta the Hall of

“FWio voldhtate InEmbers il
act as hostesses on special activ
1y daysin the' designated Wi bl
within the agricultural museum

Women's Institute members in
Onlann continue to develop good
programs. encourage |eadership
and slud\ topics relevant to the
concerns of its members. Next
vear wl mark 90 years of contin-
un;)gy -
5 namics of Change was the
Mrs. Jahnsol
at the

ey

T




