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At the Federated Women's Institutes
of Ontario (FWIO) 1991 August
meeting, Board decided, unanimously, to
turn a page of WI history - to acquire their
own office space. They will continue their
long-standing and amiable association
with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs, but time brings
change. As a member of the Board who
lived close to Guelph, I was asked to in-
vestigate the availability of office space to
rent, lease or buy.

The Executive and I looked at several
properties, but the FWIO finances could
not support the rent or purchase of office
space in Guelph. At the Guelph Area Con-
vention, two WI members suggested the
vacant house at Guelph Township Park.

Peggy Knapp, President at the time, and
myself were warmly received at an initial
meeting with Guelph Township Reeve
Les Foote and Clerk Janice Shepherd. A
Space Task Force Committee - comprised
of myself, Glenna Smith, Rosine Findlay,
Margaret Eberle and Peggy Knapp - was
L quickly formed and negotiations began.
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