Farm women tackle rural issues in PE]

Yvonne
Wettlaufer

[ pportunity to discuss and
a wction on key issues facing to
lay's farm families was what drew
W1 member Hilde Morden and some
300 other Canadian women to Char-
town, PEIl in November.
Hilde c-president of Clachan
W1 and secretary-treasurer of West
Eleimn [District, was one of Ontario’s

1) voting delegates at the National
Farm Women's Conference.
In all, there were nearly 60 Ontario
vomen at the conterence, represent
1 1ICH iriou organizations as
Waomen for the Support of Agricul-
Women for the Survival ol
Concerned Farm Wo

Jational Farmer

A\t uliure
's Union and

tlso the Uni-Farm Women's Group

\lberta. According to Hilde,

al b thie onlerence were das

) 1O tablish a network ol larm
women lrom across Canada;

M) to mmitiate a change in the hinan

tal sttuation for family farms

bt
rougn netw

orking, lobbyig and
ducanion of farm women; and

) 1 cale an  awdreness among
farmers, consumers and govern
ments of the importance ol Can
ada wericultural industry
( | :-.Ll-l ,|n.|\.h_|t||!'l|u' Hon

il
arable Tahn Wise, Casele Treland,

Brigid Pyke, Dianne Harkin, Elaine

Driver, addressed these areas. Alter
rroup discussions and presentations,
the delegates voted on Key 1ssues and
a hist of recommendations was drafted

v be torwarded to various govern
ment ofhcials including the Prime
Nhnaster, Provincaial Premiers, and all
Ninisters of Agriculture

Ihe participants of the National
Farm Women's
mended that action be taken on

conterence recom
1) Farm credit/debt issues
estabhsh immediate debt mon
atorim

re-enact tarmers creditors ar-
rangements legislation
change farm credit policies to
[ower interest rates and make
more money available

10)

Hilde Morden

_ establish debt review boards of
farmers and financial experts

2) Establishment of fair prices of

commodities
1) Opposition to free trade
4) Education for farm women and

farmers., consumers, media, bank-

ers, government officials, etc.

Ihe delegates have decided to form
a national network among farm wo-
men (o0 improve communications
across the country by means of a
newsletter

Ihese were, indeed, three very pro-
ductive days and a fantastic oppor-
tunity to get an insight into similar
concerns in other provinces. Hilde
feels self-esteem and confidence are

built in this type of participation ang
has seen a great deal of leadership
developing among the women oyer
the past five years.

The learning experience is mos:
valuable, however. “‘It is extremel:
important that women attend thes.
events so that there is a better under-
standing among the farm commadir
groups as to what the crises are
Hilde states.

She believes the opposition of frec
trade and education of the consumer
are the main concerns related 1o the
farm crisis today and it's women lik:
those who attended this conferenc:
who will play a major role in bring-
ing financial security back to the
family farm. Saskatchewan has of
fered to play host for the Nationy
Farm Women’s Conference to b
held in 1988.

Hilde has been an FWIO membe
for more than 20 years. She al.
makes appearances as a freelanc
public speaker. She and her husban:
farm a 450-acre farrow to finis
operation near Rodney, Ontario
assisted by their son and daughie
in-law.

Yvonne Wettlaufer, an employ¢
of the ROS Branch in Guelph, is -
regular contributor to OMAF pul,
lications.

Your neighbors may be

Reflections
from ROS

Joyce Canning

At the end of November, | attended
the second National Farm Women's

Conference in Charlottetown, PEI

[t was an interesting three
days of speakers and discussions with
300 tarm women from across Canada.
One message that came through loud
and clear from all the discussions and
presentations is that farmers, in
general, must get a better price for
their product in order to continue in
business. In Ontario, over the past
couple of years, an alarming number

of family farms have been lost, ofic
through no specific fault of (h
owners. The consequences of (h:
kind of trauma to family membe
can have many negative and la
reaching effects.

**‘So — that’s too bad, I feel sori
— but what can I do?’’, you may b
saying. What you can do, I think, ©
a group of caring women in you
community is to be aware, to be scn
sitive to the fact this is happenin:
maybe to neighbors — neighbors (o
proud to ask for help or admit tha
they need help but who need it non
the less. You may be able to offe
financial support in the way of food
and clothing; you may be able 10
offer emotional support; you may b
able to offer practical advice in wa) -



