_fe_e_.dback important to magazine

Editorial
Carol
stewart-Kirkby

4

“In this issue of Home & Country,
you’ll find a summary of the results
of the readership survey conducted
carlier this year. I think you’ll find
the responses interesting — I know I
did.

It is important for an editor to have
an understanding of what readers are
enjoying and finding useful about the
magazine. As well, it is necessary to
know what readers would like to
change and/or add. Thanks to all of
you who participated in this survey.
Those of you who didn’t get the
chance to participate but would like
to give feedback, please remember
that our channels are always open —
write or telephone any time.

As you know, the Home & Country
Editorial Committee has been work-
ing towards improving the magazine.

One aspect of the readership results
which is particularly interesting is the
similarity between what readers want
and what Editorial Committee mem-
bers have suggested. One instance
which comes to mind instantly is the
request for a table of contents at the
front of each issue. In the summer of
1985 issue of Home & Country, a
table was included and you’ll find
one on this page from now on.

The inclusion of more program
planning ideas and improved dis-
tribution are also common concerns.
This common analogy is beneficial in
two ways. It should suggest to Edi-

torial Committee members that they
are on the right track, and should
suggest to Home & Country readers
that Editorial Committee members
are in touch with their interests and
needs.

Although the readership survey
results offers some work to me in
terms of improvement and changes,
there are specific responses which can
only be acted upon by our readers.
One of the main areas of improve-
ment suggested by this survey is more
branch news.

I can’t accomplish this without
your help.

At the moment, I receive news-
paper clippings, reports and photo-
graphs from a FEW branches and

districts. I do use something, it may
only be a sentence or two, from every
item sent in and that information
usually goes on the WI’s On The Go
pages. I have asked for more news on
branch programs several times on this
page and each time I have received
more reports. But, when you stop to
think there are over 1,100 branches
in Ontario, the actual response rate
of about 20 to 25 is quite low.

[ hope more of you will send sub-
missions. Don’t belittle your branch’s
activities by believing they aren’t
important enough or good enough
for Home & Country.

I’ll be waiting!

Carol Stewart-Kirkby
Editor

This issue had a few labor pains!

[f this issue of Home & Country
contains any ‘‘bloopers’’, don’t
blame Editor Carol Stewart-Kirkby.

You might say this edition weath-
ered a few “‘labor pains’’ as it was
being prepared for publication.

The stork made a delivery at the
Stewart-Kirkby home September 11,
and your regular editor has had her
hands full since then ‘“for home and
country’’ as chief executive officer of
the baby care department.

The new arrival — who weighed in
at 8 Ib.,, 8 oz. — is named Sean
David.

There’s much more I could tell you
about the new arrival, but I'll let
Carol fill you in on the details when
she returns to her duties at Home &
Country in January 1986.

Ann Hauprich
Interim Editor
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Carol Stewart-Kirkby with baby Sean.
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