Sidney T. Harvey

“Tested jam for Britain when W.L's were
doing their bit during the war years.

Born in Cabbagetown, Toronto is his home and he
is proud of it. He can remember when deer grazed 1n
the Don Valley and the river was the local swimming
hole.

Mr. Harvey started his career as a page boy at
Queens Park, in 1927 he came to work for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture under Minister John S. Martn.
He has served under five Superintendents or Directors
for Women’s Institutes commencing with Mr. Geo.
Putnam and at the present time. Miss Helen
McKercher, Director of the Home Economics Branch.

The last sixteen Provincial Presidents of the Feder-
ated Women'’s Institutes of Ontario have all worked
with him. “Sid™ has kept historical data for both the
Department and the Women's Institutes over the years
and his main goal, before retirement, is to catalogue
information concerning all Women’s Institutes urg:m-
ized 1n Ontarno, the Officers, and date of oreanization.
This is a long and tedious job, however. it will become
an invaluable piece of information when completed.
The Women’s Institutes can thank this far sighted gen-
tleman for keeping all this information so it could be
recorded. If it had not been for “Sid” and his genuine
interest in both the organization and the history. many
of these old records might have been lost over lhé
years.

In Mr. Harvey’s opinion, hobbies and voluntary
\\"Ul'k hu\_fc kepl him young and alert to the changin'g
Up1gs.I)|versﬂy of interests are important and one of
hﬁ !nlcrest:\ is Canadian art. At one time he owned
nngmuls of the group of seven and knew some of the
artists personally.

Tropical fish ogcxllfr\" some of his spare time, an
aquarium is set up 1 S home, dis ine : :
clLild family, amolhr::rnuq:'L?ik:lrg‘:hlf:nlﬁipsl?:gg dllrlhe i

) d a three foot elec-
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tric eel who can dischargc an equal of 6(q voie
electricity. Another prize is a lung fish from A o i
its native environs, when a stream dries up this SDei
wunnels a vertical hole, secretes mucus over its bgg\
which allows it to breathe air and live untj|
rain when the stream flows again. If anyone
call in at the office at 1200 Bay St., you w
lovely aquarium with many tropical fish, cor;
of “Sid.” :

Many hours are spent photographing histor
places, people and things. the wide collectiog of y;
tures are a joy to see. Along with photographing. My
Harvey spends hours seeking out the daics of 1,
ronto’s old buildings, attempting to find autgy
dates of incorporation of places such as & . v,
lage. Parkdale, and Yorkville.

Probably Mr. Harvey’s greatest interes: is Sgoy.
ing. He was a scouter in 1927 and has ontinyed
through the ranks as Cub Master, Scout M ier,
trict Cub Master, District Commuissioner, Cl  irmg o
the Area. Group and National training team Hs (5.
els have taken him around the world as Scc | Leydy
and he has attended Jamborees in 1955 in N sarg-qp.
the-Lake, 1957 — England, 1961 —Greece, 7| —J,.
pan and hopefully in 1975 in the Scandina 1 couy.
tries. Over the last forty-seven years Sid ha pent gy
average of two nights a week with boys and e night
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in programming. He has indeed a deep uliy
Scouting. i

At work, Mr. Harvey’s office serves as a il oo
and supply centre which is a busy place — en you

think of the tons of mail going out eac' vear (0
Women’s Institutes, 4-H Homemaking Clut and fir
all the Home Economics programs — he ha ew il
moments. It can be said “Sid” is a real fric | of the
Women's Institute.

Sid Says:

send names and
addresses of newly
elected officers
'lmmediafe\y.
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