ARE FOR THE CHRONICALLY ILL — In the city of Toronto on a January afternoon

in the tymr dlSBS, a woma:;( was d,sch-arggd from the general hospital. She had no home
X to go to and no one to take her in; so sick and discouraged and poverty stricken, when
night came on she wok what shelter she could find in

a lll‘l‘l’\\.l\ J.l'l] n Ih s mornimng she Wil
found there dead from exposure. i o’ Shi o

I greazed quite a sur in the city, especially in the fine homes on the street where the woman
had dmd _P‘eopl_e were shocked that such a thing could happen in their midst; and a voung
SIDHIRIREE LS 10k Qne .C'f the homes, Kate Evans, a musician from Fogland, felt moved 10 do
something about it. Miss Evans offered o give £2000—ar that time $10,000—tw build a con-
valescent home where homeless people could be sent o re uperate af . :
man gave an acre of land as a site for the building: a board of trustees was set ups and this
was the beginning of Hillcrest Convalescent Hospital, so far as | ko :
hospital in Ontario and still in active service,

ter an illness. A husiness

ow the tirst convalescent

Hospita! authnritics [ﬂdil)' would hesitate to wrn therr patients out on the street when the
time comes to discharge them. If they are actually convalescing a convalescent hosnital sill take
them for a limited period if it bas an empty bed: but if people are chronically ill the convale
hospitals don't want them. Indeed lht‘}' have neither the stalf nor the cgquipment o take care
of them. Anyway their business is with those who can be restored 1o health and normal Living
Neither do our government Homes for the Aged have facilies for this sorr of hospital work
Effective, permanent care on a scale large enough to meet the need, can be given only in
hospitals or homes for the l.‘hl'ﬂl’li(;l“}' ill; and this type of accommaodation is the most inadequate
of all our hospital services. The plight of the person facing a prolonged illuess with wrthritis o
cancer or any other long-term ailment today is almost as pititul as that of the woman who
dropped down in a doorway to die three-guarters of a century ago

soent

There are many sound reasons for the provision of more hospitals for cheonie tHness
ThE}’ would release beds for the acute cases in urgent need of attention

They cost less to operate than general hospitals since they do not require the same expensive
equipment, the technicians and the high proportion of eraduate wuries—a pood deal of 1he
nursing could be done, and done well, h} [‘f.ll[ihl' nurses under professional supervision. In a
smaller town the building might be a wing or some other part of a geveral hospral. O where
there is a good private nursing home in the locality 1t mught apply for registranion so that
government hospitdlization benefits would .lp]"lf\'. to the advantage of both the Nursing Home
and the patients.

In a hospital f()r lhe chr“nica!l) i“. pf"lll'n:\ Ll'lll!.i I-'k' given “!l\\l-'l]ll § |l»'. an | |‘|}'-l| \l tll.l]
rehabilitation services that can not be provided in an already overloaded geoeral hospital
programme.

It is all very well for some people to say that people suffering a long illness can be cared
for in their own homes. Some of them can. But not one home in a hundred today has more
than a one-woman staff and there is a limit to what this one woman can add o her work withoul
breaking her own health,

Further: Most of our people who are chronically ill are, Iike the rest of us, subscribers 1o
our excellent Ontario Hospital Service which puts no time limit on the stay in hospital, Is it fair
that there should be no help for them just because they have a certain form of iliness

The Women's Institult.’b Uf [hih pr:ninw I|.|\'- .lnﬂt‘ i |1|[ for l!ll_-].' ]n- al I'.--.]-|l.r|~ In soune

places they have been the moving spirits in having a hospital built in the locality. They
concerned for the sick and the aged in the community Tt does seem that they hi.n. FERILY
worthy of their influence in arousing the public conscience to take thought Tor those :1 out
people who have to face an outlook of sickness or crippling, possibly for the rest of their livos
though they might improve greatly with persistent, specialized car

are

1 o
Our hospital authorities are well aware of the need and a few large new hospitais for long

term illness are under construction, Perhaps Women's [nstitutes can n-I.ak. 1?;.-”. I}:: -.l[ -ulul::t:l'ar-l
tion by working for smaller units in their own counties. Anyway we sub (e b :I ; :rl--lti» and
for considaration. We have observed that when a h.lnll_“f Instirute “lll’lllt1.l! ufi theit mincds
their hearts on a problem, [hc)' usua”}' find ways of l!ulng something about 1
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