Institutes, A.C.W.W. and U.\,

Editor’s Note: This is taken from the United
Nations Supplement to The Countrywoman,
written by Beryl Hearnden.

A Practical Service

There is probably more honest-to-God un-
selfish work being done in the world today
than ever before, and a lot of it is being dpne
by the Specialised Agencies of the Umfced
Nations. Men and women of all nationalities,
doctors, nurses, farmers, engineers, teachers,
are working in difficult, uncomfortable gnd
often very unhealthy parts of the world, trying
to help build a better life for the people. Many
of them could get better salaries and infinitely
more comfort if they stayed at home. The
United Nations sounds impressive and imper-
sonal, but when you get down to the practical
facts vou find the operative factor is the indi-
vidual who is doing the job in the field, and
his or her success depends on knowledge, and
the ability to pass that knowledge on to other
people,

For instance, there was a rice-growing dis-
trict in India that was riddled with malaria.
You plant rice in the wet season, slopping
about in muddy water up to your ankles, and
the rice fields, as you can imagine, breed mos-
quitoes like—well, like flies. In this district
the mosquito was the anopheles, that carries
malaria, and so everybody developed it, and at
harvest time three out of every five men were
lying on their cuts shaking with fever. The
women and children got it too. One of the
horrible things about malaria is that it causes
anaemia, and a lot of women died in child-
birth because they could not survive the slight-
est haemorrhage.

Well, a Technical Assistance team of the
United Nations went out, summed up the situ-
ation and decided that the first step was to get
rid of the mosquitoes. After that they could
cure the malaria, get the people working again,
and then improve the productivity of the land.
The idea was sound, but the team that went up
with their spray guns couldn’t even get started.
The people wouldn’t let them. They didn’t be-
lieve that a ridiculous little thing like a mos-
quito made them ill. There had always been
fever, it was a part of life. They didn’t like the
look of the spray guns and the tubs of disin-
fectant; they didn't want any part of it and
when they started throwing stones the team
retreated to Delhi and reported failure.

In Delhi there was a nurse, working for the
World Health Organisation, which is one of
the Specialised Agencies. Her name was Eliza-
beth Pepper and she hailed from Essex, in Eng-
Ia_nd._ She asked if she could g0 up to this
dlstngt and see what she could do, and off she
went in a jeep and settled down in one of the
villages. She gave the women a hand, just as
if she had been a trained nurse in any country

district anywhere in the world. She by
babies into the world and bathed sore e .
dressed cut fingers and toes and prescri- 7.
tummy aches and talked to the e
Gradually she won their confidence, an,
they found she knew what she was
about they believed her when she s
mosquitoes caused malaria. Then the
talked to their husbands, and the me;
to think there might be something in
eventually Elizabeth Pepper sent a m
Delhi, saying: “It’s alright, you c=
now,” and the team went into acti
and slaughtered mosquitoes in their
Within a year that district had begi
cover. Once the mosquitoes were
doctors could cure the malaria. Once |
were well the farming experts could h:
improve their land. Rice production
15 per cent and other crops went u;
cent. They were well enough to w,
gardens and grow vegetables.

How ACWW Helps

Does this sound rather remote, jusi
story of far away places with strange-
names? Well, let’s get back to our
ACWW. We are an association of 140 .
women’s societies, all over the world e-
lieve that these societies can be a tr«
force for good. Over and over again
seen how a few women who really |
score can, by persuasion and examp!l
form a community. People who woul
attention to a stranger are influence
practical example of one of their «

When we knew that the 1956 Trien:
ference was going to be held in Ce
that a great many observers from A
coming we thought it would be a goo
hold a Seminar on how a country-wor
ganisation can help in the developm
country. The women of the East liked
and said they would be glad to send |
tatives to the Seminar. But—the usus
—these things cost money, so w
UNESCO, the United National Ed
Scientific and Cultural Organisation,
They knew all about us; ACWW sen
sentatives to the UNESCO working |
Paris. They knew about our work
societies all over the world. They
the plan of the Seminar and gave us a
grant towards expenses. We had th
dents, from Pakistan, India, Ceylon,
Burma and Thailand. It was an abs
interesting school.

This is the real practical two-wa)
They will help us, because we are
them to build this international highv = ¢
better world. It is a very long road an
big job, and it needs both of us—th:
Nations Specialised Agencies and our )
we, the people of the world, to carry it
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