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HOME AND COUNTRY

.

ly impressive was the information
}:1:.,5“ on B , education, so-
Wl services, co-poratives and the
activities of the Danish Country
Women's Associations.

Five nationally organized Danish
Country Women’s Associations co-op-
erated in the planning and carryinz
out of the Conference and the post-
conference visits with Mra. Johannes
Dahlerup-Petersen acting as over-all
hend. The Danes are to be congratu-
jated on the excellent plans made and
carried out. Their organizational abil-
itv was beyond conception. Every de-
tail wnls Jlooked after and every want
fulfilled.

The Danish rural woman, through
her organizations, does much in Home
Feonomies extension work and adult
oducation in general. A series on,
«“Who Knows What", on special house-
hold problems has been worked out
and distributed; research is being done
on the use of household linen; and
badres and diplomas are given out,
as a mark of honour, to housemaids
who have been working in the same
place for five, ten and fifteen years.
The Association is represented on the
'anish National F.A.O. committee,
on the state commission for the settle-
ment of prices, the council of consum-
ers, the state building-research insti-
tute, the mational radio programme
planning committee and the Danish
council of women.

Fach July a special holiday is ar-
ranged for the members of the Asso-
ciation at the Youth College. The holi-
day study programme includes lec-
tures and discussions on problems con-
cerning social life, children, and intel-
jectunl topies. Singing, folk dancing
and excursions are also arrange
during this holiday week.

Ihrough Denmark’s South Zealand

I'he tour of South Zealand included
a visit to the Spanager school for

lerprivileged children, to Julius
Helt's “small holding” of 2 acres, to
stic Vallo Castle where maiden
of the nobility live, to lunch
allo Inn where Stevns Union
omen's Institute) acted as hostess
it another of those delectable Danish

wcals. Even the serviettes carried
out the typically Danish motifs in the
orm of characters and scenes from
the Hans Christian Andersen fairy-
tules. After lonech and a cherished
isit with the local (Institute) mem-
liers as they toured Vallo Castle to-
vether, the women travelled through
lush picturesque countryside to
I'akse, a quaint old town dating back
‘o the 12th century. Here they visited
#n old folks’ home and were royally
‘clcomed by the staff and inmates.

e inmates, in true Danish, jovial
lashion, revelled in telling fascinat-

7 Danish anecdotes and describing
old Danish customs. The old folks
were allowed to bring to the home

ome of their cherished possessions in
the way of furmiture, pictures, ete.
It pave their rooms a very homey,
lived-in appearance. One old chap had
more than a dozen of those long Dan-
ish pipes. How he revelled in demon-
trating to these “forei-m” visitors
the m;ampulation of these fond posses-
sions!

Delicious afternoon tea was served
at the “home” and a very warm wel-
come extended by the Mayor of Fakse
and several other officials. “Tak for
mad” (Thank you for the food) was
4 very important phrase because
everywhere that the delegates visited
the tables were laden with delectable
Danish Smérrebrid and mouth-water-
ing Danish pastries. At this tea the
famous DNanish “Kransikag” was fea-
tured. This delicacy, as explained
above, is only served at weddings,
birthdays and other very special oc-
casions and is formed by placing rings
of a special Danish pastry, similar to
shortbread, one on top of the other,
cach ring smaller than the one below
it, so that it forms a cone-shapsd
mass. This is tastefully decorated
With plain and coloured icing and, on
this particular occasion, tiny Danish
flags were inserted here and there all
around the “Kransikag”.

Points of interest visi i
i:::ll‘.}ggli th: ber}utiftulvgi:]tecil;pchFﬁ:ﬁ
r-step facade” ilt 1
and the lime quas'ry a'tat;ltlc':ldt in 112?(?
8 lime quarry is a_geological rar-
ity, originating from the chalk pe:imr-l-
formed of corals about 100 rnilli‘j )
years ago when this part of Denmark
wsi under the sea, et
t the public square

C88e8 were on hanczi to 'wfll::l;ifé 12}?5;-
guests and take them to their sech.-
arate homes (some in town, oth 0
farm "t S tnD oL
8). After a 'tidy-up’, visit, and
supper, they made their :\'ay tE: the
town hall where literally the whole
town—men, women ancr children—
tm'-]nl::d out to meet them,

'he evening’s entertain v
thrilling and impressive, I?eil;llt-lu\r}:g
folk songs, folk dancing, tableaux de.
picting the Hans Christian Andersen
fairy-tales and an impressive page;mt
on peace. Again those famous Danish
delicacies, many speeches of welcome
and gratitude, happy conversation
thank-you responses and home again !
The next morning this congenial
group of delegates from many coun-
tries started out again. This time to
visit a co-operative cheese factory and
co-operative dairy at Bregentved and
the several famous schools in Haslev.
The first school visited was the Haslev
Folk High School. It was explained
to the group that Danish folk high
schools were started in 1850 by Grund-
tvig as a Christian revival at a time
when Denmark had lost about 1/6th
of her country, (North and South
Slesvig), through war. Grundtvig's
51_ogan was, “What we have lost out-
side we must learn inside”. His aim
was to provide a stimulus for intel-
lectual uplifting in order to help peo-
ple fit better into society. These
schools seek to apply the principles
of Christianity to individual and so-
cial life. Through the years they have
furnished a cultural basis for the
growth of democracy and co-operation
in Denmark. The students, who range
from 18 years of age up, study at the
folk high school for 3 to 5 months
and may return for the advahced
school if they so wish. Subjects stud-
ied are non-vocational and include
history, literature, sociology, psych-
ology, gymnastics and handicraft. No
degrees are conferred. Danish educa-
tionalists are thoroughly convinced
that adult education is essential for
human and world betterment. Mr.
Magelund, the principal of this school
stated: “If our adults are not seized
with a new ideology we cannot pro-

ess'’.

At the Haslev Technical School
erafts such as furniture-making,
metal work, ceramics and painting
are taught. Before entering the school
the student must have served at least
two years as an apprentice to a
master craftsman. The students, who
come from all groups and classes of
people in Denmark and other coun-
tries, live in residence under the same
conditions. Rooms are given to them
by lot and, the principal said, only
one rule prevails and that is unwrit-
ten: “You behave here as you would
behave in a good home”. Both stu-
dents and teachers work very hard.
The delegates who were entertained
to lunch at this school, were each
escorted to the dining room by one

of the students who acted as her host -

for this delicious meal.

The Holmegaards Glassworks was
next visited. This glassworks, the first
in Denmark, was founded in 1825. The
original glassmakers came from Nor-
way, but, a few years later, three
glassmakers arrived who were smug-
gled out of Bohemia. (Glassmakers,
at that time, were not allowed to
leave Bohemia). From this small be-
ginning a Bohemian settlement is te
be found at Holmegaard. The dele-
gates watched with fascination ‘the
various processes involved in blowing,
moulding, and cutting glass.

At Fensmark the group was shown
through a public school and an old
folk's apartment house. At the lat-
ter, aged couples who cannot afford to
rent dwellings of their own, are pro-
vided with an attractive ap_artment
where, without financial worries they

may spend the ‘harvest years’ to-
gether. The method of segregating
the aged men and women in ‘Indus-
trial Homes’ is obsolete in Denmark.

Much was learned about Danish
farming at Mr. Laurits Hansen’s 10-
acre farm near Kalkerup. Farmers
co-operatives have meant a lot to the
Danish “small-holders”. Through the
co-operatives they derive many of the
advantages of large-scale production
and, as well, the advantages arising
from the personal contact of the small
owner with all the production pro-
cesses in his organization. Co-opera-
tives are a great educational medium.
The Danish farmer keeps in close
touch with scientific research so that
his land produces to capacity and
nothing is wasted. Agriculture and
hom_e economics are considered es-
sentials for rural boys and girls. The
family works as a unit on the farm
and in the home. Of the four million
people in Denmark one million are
farmers.

Mr. Laurits Hansen's farm was
typical of the province. The 150-year-
old buildings, neatly stuccoed and
thatched, were grouped in a hollow
square around a scrupulously clean
cobblestone courtyard. There were 16
milk cows, ‘Red Danish’, 1 bull, 15
young cattle, 3 horses, 600 hens, 1000
chickens. lHis buildings were com-
pletely equipped with electricity, milk-
ing machines and other conveniences.
On visiting the farm home the group
found Mrs. Hansen’s dining-room
table laden with Danish delicacies.
After all their tramping around the
visitors did the delicacies ‘full justice’.

“Herlufsholm”, a residential school
for boys, was the mnext stop. Here
young lads, between the ages of 11
and 19, with especially high intelligent
quotients, study under ideal condi-
tions, The beautiful old buildings at
Herlufsholm were built in 1260 as a
Bene_dictine monastery. In 1565, at
the time of the Reformation, the build-
ings were taken over by the state and
vsed as a school for the noblemen’s
sons, Recently it has been turned
cver for this specialized type of edu-
cation. It was a revelation to follow
the methods used in developing the
brilliant minds of the boys attending
this school.

This memorable visit in rural Den-
mark was brought to an inspiring
close when the Nmstved district
{Women's Institute) held a mammoth
banquet for the delegates as a fare-
well pesture.

With barely time to reach Copen-
hagen to board their train for Ger-
many and Holland, the Canadians, who
had been separated from each other
for these two days, met at the Copen-
hagen station platform. On board
their pullman bound for Germany a
glorious time was had relating experi-
ences, Certainly, they agreed, there
was mnothing ‘rotten in the State of
Denmark’. This had been a happy en-
riching experience—one to be remem-
bered all the rest of their lives.

Through War-torn Germany

Travelling through Germany was a
sad experience. Station attendants
were maimed and crippled. Hamburg,
Osnabrook and Bremen were still in
ruins. Only women could be seen
working in the fields with perhaps a
man here and there overseeing the
work.

The rural women are once more
taking an interest in their rural or-
ganization, “Deutscher Landfrauen-
verband”. Following the visit of Mrs.
Sayre in 1948 the link, broken by Hit-
ler in 1934, was welded again and
German women were welcomed into
membership in the A.CW.W. Six
German women attended the Confer-
ence in Copenhagen. The Canadians
were fortunate to sit quite mear the
Germans and, although they did not
understand the language, they could
exchange friendly greetings. Repre-
sentatives of the German organization
have been guests of sister ACW.W.
organizations in The Netherlands,
England and the United States. Wo-
men from England and the United
States have helped in, their respec-

tive zones in Germany to lend a
hand with the German rural women's
organization.

ith lumps in their throats the
Canadian women travelled through
Germany, proud that the German
rural women were partners in the
A.C.W.W. The German women, too,
realized that war must not happen
again and shared the same aims and
ideals that other country women of
the world hold in common.

Gratitude Shown in Holland

Warmth, affection and gratitude
shone in the eyes of the Dutch Wo-
men’s Institute members (Neder-
landsche Bond van Plattelandsvrou-
wen) from Overyssel Provinee as
they met the Canadians at the De-
venter station the evening of Sep-
tember 20. One would think these
women, Canadian and Dutch, had
known each other all their lives; it
was like a homecoming. This was be-
cause Canadian boys had lived in
Holland—in the homes of these very
people and had helped liberate their
country from German occupation.
Then, too, Canada had made a home
for many Hollanders since the war
and it was in Canada that the little
Princess was born. All these reasons,
in addition to a common interest in
a world organization, brought the
Dhutch and Canadian women very close
to one another.

The Canadian group was divided
that night so that eight separate
Dutch communities could entertain.
No two Canadians were guests in the
same home because so many Dutch
families wanted to act as hosts. Never
had the Canadians felt more like prin-
cesses. No “red carpet” nor “fatted
calf” could have made them feel more
welcome. After supper, at the home
of the hostess, the Canadian was
taken to a most interesting and infor-
mative Women'’s Institute meeting.
Everyone stood in her honour as the
Canadian guest was escorted to the
head table to the strains of “O Can-
ada”. The next morning, after tour-
ing their separate villages where they
had been guests, the Canadians, ac-
companied by their hostess and Wo-
men's Institute officers from Overys-
sel, visited the Canadian Military
Cemetry at Holten. Here wreaths were
placed “reverently at the cenotaph.
Each with a prayer in her heart re-
membered those horrible days of war
and the loss of loved omes. With
feelings too deep for words each fer-
vently prayed that those days might
never come again. The Canadians
and the Dutch were very close to one
another as they, together, silently
viewed this beautiful cemetery with
row upon row of white headstones,

red rosebushes and soft, green grass.
The Canadians were grateful to the
Dutch for the loving care they were
giving these cemeteries. This was a
sad but cherished experience which
will always be remembered.
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The Canadians at Holten Cemetery,
Holten.

At Holten the Canadian flag was
flying over the hotel where the women
were the luncheon guests of the Hol-
ten Town Council and the Overyssel



