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HOME AND COUNTRY

OUR SUPERINTENDENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEARS

MR. GEORGE A. PUTNAM
1904-1934

MISS BESS McDERMAND
1934-1939

\liss Bess McDermand, B.Se., was
| qualified to become the fourth
iperintendent of Ontario Women's
stitutes. She came from a farm
me in Elgin County and was a grad-
te of Macdonald Institute, Guelph
il Teacher’s College, Columbia Uni-
rsity.

For a short time Miss McDermand
il been on the Ontario Women’s In-
tute staff and was assistant Super-
tendent of the Women's Institutes
Alberta and also on the staff of the
tension service of Columbia and
rnell Universities, U.S.A.

Miss McDermand had a keen ana-
tical mind and devoted her energies

raising the standards of home-
‘king to the highest level. She
oked upon homemaking as a science,
nd the Women's Institutes as a
cans of furthering adult education
all that would assist women in the
ble vocation of homemaking.

In the brief time from 1934 to 1939
n which she served so efficiently, the
ducational program of the Women's
nstitute was placed on a co-operative
15is offering a_definite outline of
tudy in Home Economics in all its
rhases, and developing the members
of the local Institutes by providing
ocal Leader Training Schools for
members appointed to act as leaders
ith the understanding that they
would conduct the local study groups.
lany women in every part of the pro-
vince found a new joy in homemaking
ﬁ:ld a keen desire for further know-
ge.

MR. JOHN I. HODSON, 1897-1899

Ontahriir' J_]O;hn L. Hodson was the Superintendent of Farmers' Institutes in
Tl0 when the formation of the first Women's Institute was authorized
asdg'nen in schedule A. of the Act and Rules Governing Farmers' Institutes
and automatically became the first Superintendent of Women's Institutes.
or many years Mr. Hodson had been prominent in Municipal and Agricul-
tural matters, being an examiner in Agriculture and Live Stock at the Ontario
Agriculture College in Guelph and chairman of the College Board.

For fou.ﬂﬁ“-‘ﬂ.)’t‘:l.rs Mr. Hodson had been a most acceptable lecturer
at Farmers’ Institute meetings and was aware of the growing interest
shown by rural women in community affairs and had often expressed the
e that’ the day was not far distant when each Farmers’ Institute would
have a Women's Institute affiliated with it, and that young women as well
as young men might receive special training to prepare them for life on
the farm at a Provincial School where farmors’ d:uu:\\'u\rs would be taught
Home Economics.

Mr. Hodson only lived to see the organization of two more Institutes,
that of South Ontario at Whithy and Grey North at Kemble.

DR. GEORGE C. CREELMAN, 1899-1904

Professor George C. Creelman was appointed to succeed Mr. Hodson in
1899 and remained Superintendent of Institutes until 1904. When he retired
to assume his duties as President of the Agricultural College in Guelph he
retained his keen interest in the rrowth of Women's Intitutes

In addressing the Women’s Institute delegates at the Third Annual Con-
ventlpn in Guelph in 1904 the Macdonald Institute course in Home Economics
was introduced. Dr. Creelman, as President of the College, said, “I welcome
you here with a full heart, because I feel in a sense you are my children.

“T have felt ever since I graduated from this institution (0.A.C.) that
while we had met with success in bringing about improved conditions of
agriculture, there was a want in the farm home that was not being touched.
When I was Superintendent of Farmers' Institutes I felt there was some-
thing lacking. The delegates reported improvements in silos, in farm build-
ings, in stock, machinery and implements but there was no one to tell me
that the farm home was better ventilated, and the homestead growing more
attractive and convenient so I thought ‘Young man, here is an opportunity
for you to do something in this line. If vou do not undertake it you will not
be doing your duty to the State’”. Thus Dr, Creclman aided in setting up
the Home Economics course for girla.

MR. GEORGE A. PUTNAM, 1904-1931

The name of Georre A. Putnam B.S.A. hecame closely interwoven inte
the story of Women's Institutes during the thirty vears from 1904 to 1924 in
which he was its Superintendent. In his long term of office he saw the gradual
development of the organization grow in numbers from 5,493 to 42,000
members.

Mr. Putnam was a native of Elgin County and after his graduation from
Aylmer High School took a business course and later joined the staff of the
Ontario Agricultural College as reristrar, and secretary to the President of
that institution. He remained at the Collere for twelve years until his ap
pointmont as Superintendent of Women's Institutes of Ontario.

The Institute was originally a rural homemakers’ organization, but it
was not lone before women of vision and earnestness saw that thevy had n
responsibility and opportunity in addition to their home duties. Community-
housekeeping demanded their attention, and they hecan to take an active
interest in schools, libraries, nerlected cemeterics, relief. civie improvement
and other projects which require the co-operation of the whole community

The greatest latitude was allowed the officers and members with the
result that many original ideas were developed into fine community onter
prises.

Mr. Putnam very wisely used the information comine to his offlce as a
basis for special consideration. He excelled in program planning and secured
for the local Institutes and conventions qualified instructors and lecturers,
thus developing throuch this method an pr;{nni'znlw‘nn \'.hic'h provided an
opportunity for individual erowth, increasing home efliciency: introducing
co-operative methods, establishing hirh standards for community activities
and providing better facilities for education, amusement and social intercourse
and service.

MISS MARY A. CLARKE, 1939-1945

Miss Mary A. Clarke M.A. joined the staff as Superintendent in January
1939. To this position she brought an unusoally fine personality and equally
fine academiec qualifications. Miss Clarke whose home waa in Palmerston,
Wellington County, is a graduate in Houschold Eeonomies from Toronto
University and holds an M.A. degree from Columbian University, New York,
Up to the time of her apnointment as Superintendent she taught on the stafl
of Macdonald Institute, Guelph. .

Miss Clarke admirably suided the destiny of the Institutes through the
critical war period. Through these war years which were vears of much
testing for Women's Institutes, Miss Clarke never waivered in holding ua
firmly to duty and in keeping us in remembrance of the high idenls and
standards of our organization. As wf-_ll na guiding tht-'rlrwhnv ?r our In-
atitutes, Miss Clarke ably acted as President of the Queen’s Park War Sorvice
Guild, an organization of the women members of the Civil Service Associntion

0.
2 Olrl"ltai'!]'ldr'a Miss Clarke joined the Department of E‘].m'utinn staff as In-
spector of Home Economics for the Province of Ontario. Our best wishes

go with her in her work.

We Shall Look Forward to Meeting You at The

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

0.A.C. GUELPH ON JUNE 18, 1947

Pageant
5.30 to 7 p.m.

Afternoon Tea

Messages and
vt 4 o'clock

Greetings 1.30 p.m.

MISS MARY A. CLARKI
1939-1945

MISS ANNA I LEWIS
1945
Miss Anna I, Lewls, LA, present

Director succeeded Miss Mary A,
July,

10406, and already has won the hearts

Clarke as  Superintendent  in
of nll those with whom she hos como
in contact.

The daughter of o Womoen's Inati-
tute member, Misg Lowis was horn on
a farm near Newmarket. As a girl

she was active in Junior Institute
work,  The help and encourngement
received In this work influenced her
to study Home Economics. Following
graduation from the University of
Toronto Misn Lowis comploted hor
student dietitian internship at the

Toronto General Honpital, her teacher
training at the Ontario Collego of
Edueation and has taken post-grad-
unte work at Columbia University.
She has had a suceessful and varied
earcer an  dietitian ot the Weston
Sanatarium and Cornwall General
Hospital apd as a tencher of Home
Economies at the Vocationnl School,
St. Thomaas,

Misas Lewis hns always had a fine
sense of community responsibility.
Since assuming oflice Miga Lowis has
expanded the program in Home Eco-
nomica education, staff palarica have
been improved and under her guld-
ance many new Institutes have been
formed,

With her sincere and enthusiastic
interest in Institute work, her know-
ledge and appreciation of rural life
nnrr her kindly understanding person-
ality we have high hope for the fu-
ture progress of our organization.

(Contributed by Misa Edith Collina)




