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Junior Institutes had their origin

in groups of farm girls banding them-
selves together for patriotic work dur-
ing the first Great War. In 19156
proups of girls in  Elgin  County
formed sewing cireles. In the samo
year a resolution was forthcoming
from Ottawa convention, “Resolved
that the Department of Agriculture
be asked to co-operate with the
Women's Institutes in formulating
plans for the organization of Girls'
Institute clubs in aflilintion with Wo-
men's Institutes and that provision be
made for divecting and instructing the
members along vocational and cul-
tural lines”.
Gore Bay, Manitoulin Island, had
the honour of organizing the first
“Girls’ Branch of the Women's Insti-
tute’.

From this time on Junior Institutes
have been an integral part of our or-
ganization. Mr. Putnam in his 1916
report stated: “Of course we do not
forget the pirls. In fact I do not
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HAVE GUIDED OUR F.W.LO. SINCE
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THE F.W.L.LO.—HOW IT BEGAN

The rapid development of Institute
work rendered it hold
three conventions in the fall of 1914
at London, Toronto and Ottawa, This
introduced n new feature as up to this
only annual (Provincial)
convention had been held.

It had been the policy of the De-
with leading
officers to deeide upon policy. In 1914
delegates in convention were asked to

advisable to

date one

partment to consult

appoint representatives to act upon
The Depart-
ment looked to this committee as well
as to the Women's Institute staff for
suggestions. In 1916 a
Provincial Advisory Committee was
elected with 17 divisions represented.
This plan was followed each year
until in 1918-19 the permanent prov-
incial organization was set up.

We quote from the Superintendent
gpeaking in convention February 2,
1919:  “In consultation with the
Provineial committee and its executive
to be elected in convention it is the
desire of the Department to assist in
formulating plans for a permanent
provincial organization upon a defi-
nite bagis, It is the intention of the
Department to assist the people of
the Institutes in formulating plans
for organization which will meet their
needs and which may be co-ordinated
with the efforts of the Department,

“A mecting of representatives of
the Women's Institutes and other
gimilar organizations throughout the
Dominion, has beén called for Win-
nipeg about mid February with a
view to formulating plans for closer
co-operation among these organiz-
ations and it is expected that a
basis of permanent National organ-
ization will be decided upon.

“1 hope this organization will be

an advigory committee,

advice and

Editor's nole We

regret that we have no photos of Mrs. Edwards or Mra. Stone

entirely of the people and that a
separate committee or council will be
formed among those directly con-
nected with the Department of Prov-
incinl Governments offering assist-
ance to the societies. Thus when
matters of mutual interest are under
consideration, the executive of the
peoples’ organization and the com-
mittee of Government officials can
confer and work together”.

On February 4, 1919, the resolu-
tions committee under the convener-
ship of Mrs, Wm. Todd brought in a
resolution to set up a permanent
board. Thus our F.W.I.O. Board had
its beginning. From this board Mrs.
Win. Todd and Mrs, James Patterson
were named representatives to the
National Organization meeting held
later in that month in Winnipeg. At
this Winnipeg meeting the Federated
Women's Institutes of Canada came
into being with Mrs. Emily Murphy
(Janey Canuck) as first national
president.

Throughout the years the Federated
Women's Institutes of Ontario have
been ably presided over by 10 pro-
vincial presidents: Mrs. Wm. Todd,
1919-1920; Mrs. Geo. Edwards, 1920-
1924; Mrs. Field Robertson, 1924-1927;
Mrs. J. W. Stone, 1927-1929; Mrs. A.
E. Walker, 1929-1932; Mrs. R. B. Col-
loton, 1992-1935; Mrs. T. J. McDowell,

1935-1959; Mrs. Ernest A. Duke,
1939-1942;  Mrs. Clarence Holmes,
142-1944; Mrs. Hugh Summers,

1944-1M7. From these Ontario presi-
dents we have had two Dominion
presidents, Mrs. Wm. Todd and Mrs.
A. E. Walker of whom we are justly
proud. To all these women we pay
high tribute and extend our grateful
thnpkx. Their vision and foresight,
their capable leadership and untiring
efforts have been of inestimable value
in ull}l]‘_ |'||_!I'u;:1;’essl tml\'urt!s maintaining
our high standard—th

HOME AND COUNTR‘[?. il

for publication,

OUR JUNIORS

think we should eall our organization
the Women's Institute without mak-
ing it known that it is for the girls
as well, and the girls are becoming
more and more an important part of
the organization. They are doing ex-
cellent work along patriotic lines
giving goods and cash to the mother
organization. We cannot have any-
thing too good for these girls when
the war is over and they will be ready
to take up work along other lines”.

Their program expanded from 1916
on to include art and literature,
drama, musie, as well as home gar-
dening, canning, first aid, home nur-
sing and many other topics.

By 1918 there were 20 Junior Insti-
tutes in the province, some directly
associated with the local Institute,
others as separate socicties. In vari-
ous localities it became the custom
to hold the Junior Institute meecting
in conjunction with the boys' meeting.
From this nucleus the Junior Farmer-

Junior Institute affiliati i
S affiliation had itg be-
The Junior Institutes we i
with the regular Institute :'fu?;g:lg:g
]L:-tturus as well as literature and

customary s i

St Y supplies from the Depart-

Garment making clah judgri
competitions becan’:e versy in%%d]:‘iﬂgg
the “county coach” soon became en-
deared to the girls with whom she
worked. The girls’ conferences at
(Euo]ph. the Chicago Trip, the Royal
I‘nrt_ms_and the Canadian National
Exhibition Judging Teams all broad-
ened our outlook and £ave us inspir-
ﬂtil(‘)}ll‘l to better our hest.
reée month and one mon

organized in co-operation t?vistcl:mghaé
Agricultural Representatives’ Branch
provided training for farm sons and
daughters durmg‘ the winter months,
. The Homemaking Clubsg for girls
introduced in 1934, were a fine ste 3
toward providing an integrated l:u'cu'2
gram in  homemaking education,
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Through local leaders many
girls could be reached and per
intimate leadership given. .
In 1946 another step forward
taken when the F.W.I.O. asked
two Board Directors be elected by
Junior Institutes of Ontario in ans
meeting to sit on the Provir
F.W.I.O. Board. A fine mother-dau
ter relationship has been set
Membership among our Junior I
tutes has steadily increased and
are happy to report that 14 Ju
Institutes were organized in 1940
The Junior Institute is organiz®!
primarily to assist young women P
the field of personal, home and famils
and community living and to 17
them an opportunity to plan and w0
with others in purposeful activities
for community betterment and intcl
ligent citizenship.
. Our best wishes go to you, our Jun-
iors, You are a vital force in ouf
vast organization.
APL




