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£ AGRICULTURAL BATTLE
1943

[ruring the first few months of the
.2rm folk wondered whether they
ool be permitted to make an all out
i bution by agricultural produc-
Faced by surpluses, actual and
.ary, there was little encuung?-
-, increase. Farm young people
| away by the thousands. That
¢ has ongh_sm fami illi
rhe green Was on Ior a
i produetion. Farmers and their
.: made a glorious onse.
- the past winter, we have heard
deal about shortages, but, as
.. to production that was an im-
term. The farmers did their

arent shortages were caused by
itly ini demand for most
food products. In 1942 Canada
ol approximately twice as
hoge as in the first year of the
Exports of bacon were tripled
same period. Cheese exports
om 90,000,000 pounds in 1939 to
0,000 pounds in 1942. Egg ex-
increased from 1,000,000 dozen
<t year of the war to 37,500,000
in 1942. City workers were
employed and their children
ng more milk, with the result
ales increased by 20 per cent.
ir increases might be reported
iy other products.
his great expansion in produe-
had been accomplished with a
ponding inerease in farm labour,
i1 have been normal. If it had
accomplished with the same
nt of labour as in pre-war years,
uld have been surprising; but
it was achieved with a reduction
ne 25 per cent in farm workers,
niraculous.
ile we won our agricultural
in 1942, we did not finish the
n the agricoltural front. Still
r objectives face us in 1943,
food is required for shipment to
Jlies, to feed our own armed
and the hard working folks at
Goals call for increases of
n 20 per cent; butter 20 per cent;
15 per cent; beef 10 per cent:
w« 10 per cent and somewhat
ponding increases in other pro-

Labour and Machines

v can it be done? Space will not
it a review of the farm labour
tion but we may assume that no
or how successful some of the
now being discussed may be,
ir will be short on farms in 1943,
ne simple reason there will not be
‘h men and women in Canada to
| the war jobs awaiting us.
«olution might be found in labour
faving ﬂmirmmz but machines are
riioned and sales greatly restricted.
I iuse machines are rationed, it
#rould not be assumed that none are
lable, The distribution policy is
ake the limited mpr.tliv1 of imple-
I"nts available to those who will pro-
! the maximum amount of food
“00 to those without implements of
kind desired. The new machines,
refore, are going to farmers with
' larger crop acreage and who have
€= hogs and poultry in reasonable
"imbers. If one farmer applies for
# machine to be confined to his rather
‘rall mcreage and another offers to
ake his available by custom work or
‘herwise to a larger area, farmer
’;.“”h@r two should the machine.
“riunately the ¥ of some labour
'“ving fitems was increased this
'ring. For instance the milking ma-
“ine quota was doubled. It has been
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WORK TODAY, PLAN FOR TOMORROW

1 This is the message of the
Women’s Institutes.

Minister of Agriculture of Ontario to the

wyy :
It is not an easy matter, even in normal times, adequately to appraise the

achievements of Institute women.

It is still more difficult to evaluate their

varied and magnificent services since the beginning of the war.

Organized women usually

perform their tasks expeditiously and well,

ghet’l' ;'I‘"‘k"' the'r work seriously and they give conscientious attention to detail.
uch has been the attitude of the Institute women of Ontario throughout their

history. One often reflects upon the

void that would have existed in home

life and in community betterment without the activities of the ladies of the

Institutes,

3 . With the inception of the war the Institutes of Ontario broadened their
orizons and soon they were generously and feverishly making a variety of

contributions to the War Effort.
that I need not recite them.

These are so well and favourably known

_ Each contribution, no matter how small, helps in paving the way to Allied
victory. It now appears that victory is in sight but it may still be a long pull.
Everyone can help to achieve that victory by his own or her own individual

support.

Ul'lf_Dl'tu!'lnlt"h' war conditions have tended to loosen the bonds of home and
community life. The breakdown naturally has not been so marked in the rural
areas. But it is obvious that there will require to be a concerted effort towanl

restoration and rehabilitation when the war is over.

It simply means that

when peace has been restored Institute women must return to their com-

munity endeavours with renewed zeal.
May I say to Institute ladies of the Province:
You have devotedly enlarged upon it nlurln"tlw
¥

work before the war began.

You were doing a great

war. Carry on nobly and be prepared for the problema of post-war days!

(Signed) P. M. DEWAN,

announced recently that a modifieation
has been made in the ban on the in-
stallation of hydro on producing
farms For farmers with large herds
and not on hydro lines, a reasonable
supply of 1% and 2 horse power
engines is available.

Good Neighbour Policy

How can the 1943 goals be reached
in view of this shortage of labour and
machines? It is interesting to note
that in the British Isles, the U.S.A.
and Canada, farmers and other agri-
cultural leaders have all agreed on a
policy of “Help your neighbour” as
most practical. It has been observed
in each of these countries that two
men working together on most jobs
can accomplish more than if each of
them worked separately. This Is
particularly true if the two farms
concerned are not equipped with all
the labour saving devices. We noticed
in @ recent issue of the British
Farmers' Weekly that the Minister of
Agriculture, Mr. Hudson compliment-
ed farmers on the success of working
together and urged that the "fm‘l
neighbour” policy be eontinued in
1942 and that they go further by
pooling all machines in a parish and
make these available for use on all
farms.

It iz interesting to note the extent
to which women are working the
farms of Great Britain. In 1042 the
“Women's Land Army” included 45,000
many of them from towns and cities
who had never before attempted farm
labour. In one county 26 threshing
outfits were operated entirely by wo-
men, except for two men in charge of
each machine outfit.

In communities whore neighbour-
liness can over ride line fences, and
all man power and machinery be
made available for eo-operative use,
the greatest production will be pos-
sible under present conditions.

Farm Women Serve

What additional service may be ex-
pected of farm women? That is n
poser to anyone familiar with the
achievements of this group in 1942
Such a persan would not doubt that
the production of last year was due in
no small measure to the additional
farm labour undertaken by women and

girls. Young women who had never
milked before became acquaintoed with
cows. More women assumed com
plete responsibility for poultry flocks,
and vegetable gardens. Many without
previous fleld experience mounted
tractors and drove horses through
long dusty hours and undertook heavy
pitehfork jobs in haying and harvest.
We cannot ask these to do more, but
we grasp this opportunity of expross
ng appreciantion and congratulations,

Plan for Efficiency

But the agricultural battle must be
won and if we are not to work harder,
can any additional contribution be
made? Searcity of labour and ma-
terlal increases the importance of
planning. All of us were very proud
when we learned last autumn that the
greatest armada of all time had
arrived in North Afrieca. Do we fully
appreciate that this was possible only
by hours, days and weeks of eareful
and often tedious planning, to the
most minute detall, That was a dif-
ficult undertaking. If the farm situa-
tion in Ontario is as serious as we
deem it to be, then farm operations
for 1943 should be planned asx care-
fully.

Planning ecannot fully replace
labour, but it may reduece it. It should
be obvious to all that precious hours
should not be wasted on erops from
poor seed. BSelf feeders and n re-
arrangement of pens, paddocks and
noultry rards, may save steps.
‘anture n“iuulll be our best crop as
animals do the harvesting, A syste-
matie spraying or (IUltinﬁ will pro-
tect potatoes, a crop on which women
and children usually spend much hard
labour. Bulleting on these and other
subjects may be obtained from the
County Agricultural Representative,
or by writing the Publications Hranch,
Ontarie Department of Agriculture,
Toronto,

Girls and Boays Share

Over 20,000 boys and girls attended
rural schools In 1942. Most of them
had chores to do, and many of the
older ones took the places of men. Is
there any additional contribution they
may make and enjoy do'ng it? The
patriotic zeal of young people in
easily developed, Most of them would

{Cantinued on page 2, col. 4)

JAM FOR BRITAIN

Ontario Institutes again look for-
ward to the opportunity to send jam
to Britain in 1343, Kesponses to the
questionnaire asking for an estimate
for the coming season are flooding
into the department, and we look for-
wand to the best years yet,

Already about 3$650,00 has been
sent in for the Sugar Fund, with
promise of much more. These con-
tributions of money may be sent any
time, but we would like to have them
all in not later than August first,

Other Inst'tutes have promised al-
ready to send 98,000 pounds of jam or
honey, factory-made or group-made.
This is good,—but only the best we
can do will be enough. So let us know
your plans,

Do you need inspiration to continue
this good work this scason? If mo
you will surely find it in the following
letter from the Women's Voeluntary
Services far Civil Defence, Notting-
ham, received by the Wentworth
County Women's Institutes:

“We have received a number of ting
of jam from you with which we are
really delighted. It has beon dis-
tributed over our County for Christ-
mas Parties to be given to our little
ovacuees and refugees from the
bombed cities, and it will do a great
deal to make them fecl festive,

As you know, in these days,
although we have plenty to oat and
are very well, we do not have n great
number of luxuries, and your delight-
ful gift has therefore caused the
greatest pleasure.

Our kind Canadian friends will be
in our thoughts at Christmas time
and we send you warm thanks JIH'[
good wishes, and may 1943 bring un
Pence and \'il-lnr_\' 2

SEEDS ARE PLANTED

Ontarfo Women's Institute seeds
are being disteibuted in  England
again Already wo have recelved a

fow letters of acknowledgmont

From Maonka Eleigh, Ipswich, “"Wa
have a garden plot which one of our
members takes charge of and all the
produce isn sold for funds for Wo
men's Institutes, The seeds camo just
at the right moment as [ was buying
pomo this week. We are only n small
Institute of 30 members, most of ua
agricultural labourers’ wives, We are
16 miles from n town o the women
look forward to our monthly meet

inga, The last monthly meeting wae
had a talk on The Women of
Ameriea.”

From the Northamptonshire and
Soke of PPeterborough Federation of
Women's Institutes “It war with

great joy that my Committee recoived
the box of seeds so generously sent
to us from your Federation

Weo have nearly 160 Institutes in
our County, so that we decided that
we should ballot for them, We know
that many saved the seod from similar
packets that Canada sont us last year,
groat enthusinam being ovoked by the
unfamiliar varietios that were grown,

In spite of wartime diMcultios most
of our Institutes are holding their
own and are finding amusement as
well as knowledge in organising Fruit
Conpervation Contres, Thrift clossens,
g for Vietory shows and of all
Cookery classen, demonstrations and
competitions,

Wartime diet necessitatos that some
of our meals shall be mostly veget-
arian s0 here again we shall think
with deep appreciation of your gener-
ous gift, and with admiration of the
efforts of our sailors in bringing them
to us"”



