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EDITORIAL COMMENT

A RURAL PARLIAMENT

We are certain that the heart of
every Women's Institute member in
the London convention area filled with
pride when she read the editorial in
the London Free Press in which the
editor, referrine to the topics dis-
cussed at the convention, stated: *“Dis-
cussions such as these, and the gen-
eral participation in them, made the
Institute convention a parliament ol
rural women”, High praise, this!
And Institutes will have to plan well
and work steadfastly to justify it.

There are so many vital questions
which concern Institute members, that
their problem will not be, “What can
we 2" but, “Which, of the many
things that need to be done, should we
do”? It is a problem of selection, and
every district, every Institute, has its
own choice to make. That choice will
depend upon the needs of your parti-
cular community. The Institute which
chooses wisely is the one which sue-
ceeds.

Reading the Reports of Meetings
which have reached the Department
recently we selected three comments
which showed us that these Institutes
were choosing wisely and working
effectivelv. One stated: “As a new
secretary, having had only two years
of village life, and having been an
active city woman, I think this Insti-
tute credit to any group of women
anywhere. 1 am proud to be actively
interested”.  Another wrote, “Never
before have we had such a good at-

tendance, nor as many members”.
Another said, “The programmes

brought the members closer together.
T could not help noticing the feeling of
fellowship that existed. Each person
seemed anxious to be of service”.
Could these tributes be paid to your
Institute?

It will take courage to face the year
1943, but Institutes have never lacked
courage when convinced of the great-
ness of their cause. They will not lack
courage now. They will go on with
unceasing determination and strong
resolution to really justify their repu-
tation as a “parliament of rural wo-
men”.
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Mrs. Clarence Holmes of Belleville
was eclected president of the Ontario
Women's Institutes at the annual
meeting of the Provinecial Board held
in Toronto, in November., She suc-
ceeds Mrs. Ernest A. Duke, Port Carl-
ing, who for three years has guided
the Institutes through a difficult war
period,

Mrs. Duke presided at all sessions

In courtesies, Mrs. Duke sympathet-
ically referred to sorrow which had
come to the family of the Hon. J. G.
Gardiner, Iederal Minister of Agri-
culture, in the loss of his son, Pilot
Officer John Edwin Garvdiner, killed 1n
action raiding Dieppe. A letter of
condolence was sent to the Hon. and
Mrs. Gardiner.

President’s Address

Mrs. Duke expressed the honour
which had been hers in serving the

Women's Institutes during her three
year term of presidency. She ex-
tended appreciation to the directors,
executive officers and members for
their loyalty and co-operation at all
times. She hoped that the W.I. pro-
gramme would not be curtailed in any
way and assured members of her con-
tinued support and best wishes.

In her resumé of her activities Murs.
Duke reported that it had required
well over one hundred days from
home.. There had been many invita-
tions which she had been unable to
accept and in all cases preetings and
regrets for absence had been sent. As
president and convener of the Central
Fund (War Charities) Committee
some 215 personal letters had been
written, as well as circular letters.

Superintendent’s Report

Miss Mary A. Clarke, superintend-
ent, brought greetings from the De-
partment and addressed the Board
members. She stated that she was en-
couraged about the work of the Wo-
men's Institutes in Ontario as evi-
denced at conventions and in reports.

The superintendent called upon tihe
directors to support the Home Econ-
omics programme. The need for stim-
ulating interest among younger wo-
men was pointed out as reports some-
times showed too high a proportion of
older women at meetings.

This year nutrition work is being
carried on in seventy-five districts.
The Women's Institutes have pion-
eered in nutrition in Ontario, and are
continuing this activity, taking their
part in the Canadian nutrition cam-
paign. To meet the problems facing
homemakers today, a new study on
household budgeting is being planned.

The Superintendent favoured the
organization working toward the es-
tablishment of “equal educational op-
portunity for all children”. She re-
commended that Institutes continue
activity in this field.

Junior Activities

A letter from Miss Florence P.
Eadie, Director of Girls’ Work, W.I.
Branch, Department of Agriculture,
on behalf of herself and the Home
Economics Coaches, conveyed appreci-
ation for the interest of the senior
Women's Institutes in the Junior Pro-
gramme, She explained that C.G.L.T.
and Girl Guide Groups may carry on
the Homemaking Club Programme
providing a leader from the organiza-
tion attends the training school.

Secretary-Treasurer's Report

Mrs. W. B. Leatherdale reported
that during the federation year more
than 1,200 communications were writ-
ten by the sceretary. 9,576 W.I. song
sheets, 164 hand books and 90 W.L.
pins had been distributed.

The_ financial statement showed a
balance of $1,746.90, but expenditures
for the year had exceeded receipts
by §349.05. (Sce page 4). Accord-
ing to federation fees received there
was a falling off of some 2,500 mem-
bers during the fiscal year. This was
attributed to the movement of young
women and many rural families to
larger centres to take their place in
war industry.

The seerctary was instructed to
write to Welland County Women’s In-
stitutes thanking them for their gen-
erous voluntary remittance of 15
cents per member, rather than the
usual 10 cent federation fee, to help
swell the treasury,

Standing Committees

The tentative Outline of Functions
of Standing Committees was pre-
sented to the Provineial Board by the
superintendent and was endorsed,
This is now available to Institute, dis-
trict, area and provincial conveners
of standing committees of the Wo-
men's Institute.

There was lively discussion follow-
ing the Publicity report and it w‘:s
agreed that generally speaking Insti-
tutes could spend more for publicity
and that this should be considered in
relation to the total budget. Refer-
ls_fl:i:t(-i, was made to Mrs. Price's pub-
1CILY  sugoestions (£
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one from the District of West " irth.
umberland.

War Work

Mrs. L. W. Challand repo: the
large amount of war work doi and
money raised for war charitie the
combined efforts of the mem of
the Women’s Institutes in the Prov-
ince.

From figures reported, mone sed
for war work last year totalle 24

376.83, knitted articles 126,50, ar-
ticles of sewing 104,300. Amon vifts
of money, designations were 1 l: to
the .W.L.O. Central Fund, Ju For
Britain, Sugar Fund, Canadian Red

Cross, The Navy League, Briti-l War
Vietims’ Funds, Russian Relicr. Milk
for Britain, gifts for enlisted i and
other funds.

Stamps, certificates and boni! were
bought by practically all Instituics

Central Fund, F.W.I.0O.

Murs. Duke, as convener of th (en-
tral Fund, reported the year's nctivi-
ties. Receipts from January [sf to

October 31st, totalled $5,081.19, and,
with amount brought forward, 5\, 55
03. After meeting expenditurcs to
date a balance of $1,675.62 wus on
hand,

Through the Central Fund, Millle-
sex County Women’s Institutes had
contributed $1,072.46 for a mobile
kitchen. Directors from the London
Area were asked to take thc best
wishes of tbe Provincial Board to
Middlesex Women’s Institutes for suc-
cess in reaching their objective.

The Sugar Fund Statement report-
ed by the superintendent showeci re-
ceipts of $2,163.66 from 208 confribu-
tions. Seventy tons of jam and honey
had been shipped out of Toronto and
it was hoped to meet the objective 0t
300,000 pounds. Provincial dircctors
from the fruit-growing areas express
ed themselves in favour of seeins the
jam project continued next year.

Mrs. Clarence Holmes was electe
convener of the Central Fund Com-
mittee succeeding Mrs, B. A. Duke
Voting directors include Mrs. L. W.
Challand, Mrs: E. Patterson, Mrs. I
Summers and Mrs. J. Reid. Miss
Mary A. Clarke is homorary membet
without voting power. Mrs. W.
Leatherdale was re-appointed secre
tary-treasurer without voting power
This committee has power to add.
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