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EDITORIAL COMMENT

WE NEED THINKING WOMEN

Canadian women enter the spring
of 1942 in a wartime world which
calls for a continuous, sustained total
war effort. Our contributions must
continue day after day with never-
slackening pace,—indeed, acceleration
is necessary, This accelerated war
effort now demands from all certain
privations and the willingness to re-
nounce comforts and pleasures which
have been taken for granted for many
vears. To meet these demands, peo-
ple of physical, mental and spiritual
stamina are needed; people whose
health and morale will enable them to
stand both the physical and emotional
strain of modern war,

This we all know. As Women's
Institute members, we are concerned
with what the Institutes can do. Op-
portunity is knocking at the door. To
knit and sew is not enough. The
Institute should be a strong force in
the community in the development of
right attitudes, in helping all to see
where duty lies and in maintaining
morale.

Has your Institute placed its weight
as an organization behind those
regulations necessary to keep our
country on a sound financial basis,
and to ensure that all available sup-
plies are used to the best advantage?
For example, have you worked to
creaté right attitudes toward sugar
rationing, gasoline rationing, hoard-
ing and panic buying, that, both by
precept and example, Institute mem-
bers may help others to see and to
accept their duty? Are you planning
to store and can at home the pro-
ducts of your farms so that the re-
duced supply of commercially canned
products (necessitated by Canada’s
lack of tin) may be available for
overseas use and for Canadians for
whom home canning is less available?

Every Institute meeting should be
an inspiration to the members, pro-
viding information and concrete sug-
gestions which will help them to see
and carry out these responsibilities
as good citizens. We need thinking
women !

While working for to-day's needs,
the future must not be forgotten. It
is alwavs encouraging to hear from
England that, even in the midst of

(Continued next col.)

WAR AGAINST INFLATION

Mr. Donald Gordon, Chairman,
Wartime Prices and Trade Board, in
a challenging address in Toronto,
March 30, stated:

‘“Because we are still a democracy,
the success of our war effort depends
upon the initiative and co-operation
of every citizen in this country.

Because we still are a democracy,
each person must stand prepared
voluntarily to sacrifice in the face of
a common danger, all selfish advant-
ages of class, position and prosperity.

Because we still are a democracy,
every citizen must accept a personal
responsibility for the war and make
his every conscious act and deed a
direct contribution to a total war
effort.” y

Mr. Gordon went on to emphasize
the importance of the part which
every citizen can play in the pre-
vention of inflation, so essential a
factor in keeping Canada on a sound
economic basis without which total
war cannot be waged.

What Women Can Do

If the part which you can play has
not been discussed in your Institute
yet, include it in your programme.
These are suggestions,—

Buy War Savings Bonds and
Certificates.
Avoid “buying sprees”. To quote

Mr. Gordon, “Anybody who buys more
than current needs of anything is
definitely undermining the war etfort
of this country. The plain fact is that
a high standard of living and a total
war effort cannot go hand in hand.”
In other words, buy only what you
actually need,

Follow Government requests, e.g.
voluntarily to ration sugar for vour
family, and to make everything last
as long ag possible.

Support the Price Ceiling

Concise information has been sent to
every Institute in two booklets, (1)

Questions and Answers, (2) Price
Control in Canada, by Kenneth
Wilson.

Appoint an interested member of
your Institute to act as liaison officer,
to explain and keep members up-to-
date about changes in the price ceil-
ing, to receive complaints and investi-
gate these locally and, when neces-
sary, to send full details to the near-
est Wartime Prices and Trade Board
Regional Office or to the Women's
Regional Advisory Committee.

The Individual's Duty

1. Keep a record of purchases made
and prices paid. Have you the little
blue book “My Price Ceiling Record”?
If not, have your secretary write to
the Women's Institute Branch, De-
partment of Agriculture, Parliament
Buildings, Toronto, Ontario.

2. If you believe a price has been
increased above the basic price, pro-
vide the following details,—

(a) Full description of article, in-
cluding, when relevant, information
re size of package, brand name.

(b) Name and address of merchant.

(¢) Assurance that the article was
purchased from the same merchant
during the basic period September 15
to October 15, 1941 and price paid.
Submit sales slips or receipts if
possible.

(d) Date when purchase was made
at increased price. Include sales slip
if possible.

3. Present this information to your
liaison officer who will discuss it with
you.

(Continued from col. 1)

war, remarkable social changes are
being effected and the people are
planning post-war reconstruction.
Mrs. Chas. Russell’s letter from Eng-
land mentions this. While working
at the kitchen sink or in the field or
knitting, let your minds tackle this
problem. Clarify your own ideals and
convictions and keep alive your faith.
Then search for the practical way
to attain the goal. Addresses and
discussions at your Institute meet-
ings and the work of your standing
committees will all help. Again, we
need thinking women!

e annual meetings this spring,
co;\\fteﬁgrs of the standlgng comm:tl;eg
on Citizenship will have been elfe?hei
for the Institutes. The duties o A s
new committee will therefore have
come a little closer home. Have yl?_u
thought what you would like this
committee to do for you? Hav; 3{01;
thought of what you can do to help?

When I think of “Citizenship”, a
synogsis of one of Maeterlinck’s
stories comes to my mind. He tells of
a lighthouse keeper who found the 1!1:-
habitants of the island on which the
lighthouse stood, in dire _circum-
stances. He gave them the oil of the
mighty lantern to make their homes
more cheerful. A storm arose ‘and, be-
cause the lighthouse failed, ships were
wrecked and many lives lost. Maeter-
linck says that man did not thank
that keeper for giving to philanthropy
what he owed to duty.

As one thinks of the story, one
wonders if the keeper did not foresee
the danger, but the tuggings at his
heart mastered him. Perhaps he had
no way of enlisting the help of the
fellow-citizens of his country to help
solve the problem. Or, perhaps he
was a citizen of a democracy but did
not understand or care to understand
his responsibility and how he could
make use of his privileges. Or. per-
haps this catastrophe happened simply
because he had so little faith in him-
self and in those with whom his work
brought him in contact. He certainly
d the vision of St. Frapeis of
the weavers of Rochedale,

Assisi,
Grundvig, Adelaide Hoodless and the
present staff of St. Francis Xavier
University.

Breadth of Vision

In our work on Citizenship, should
we not aim to keep our vision a little
keener in order to have well-informed
minds, since this is so necessary for
the very existence of a democracy?
Should we not aim to keep our vision
a little broader that we shall be
moved by the needs of others? Should
we not aim to keep our vision a little
more foresighted that we shall have
courage to discipline ourselves to act
as constructively as we ought? We
shall aim to be loyal citizens of King
George VI, and, through the leader-
ship of our individual churches, seek
the strength and guidance of God to
direct our minds, hearts, and wills.

There is no lack of material with
which we can nurture our minds. The
press is filled with it, the radio, too.
The librarians are always ready to
hlelp. We can also obtain help from
these:

Public

Director of
Ottawa.

Information,

The Canadian Council of Education
for Citizenship, 330 Gilmour St.,
Ottawa,

The Canadian Association of Adulg
Education, 198 College St., Toronto.

The Manual, “Citizenship and De-
mocracy” published by Department of
Education, Regina, Sask., (25 cents).

Formative Periods

In an article in the New Zealand
Home and Country, January 1942, M,
E. Sweaton says, “There are so many
plans that one often feels confused,
and there may be danger that people
will be able to change the world 80
rapidly, they shall fail to under-
stand what they are doing,”

There have been other formative
.pemods_ in the history of the world.
The Elizabethan period was one of the
swiftest transition periods, bringing
the most glorious results, What
helped to steady it? We should not
forget how the dramatists and poets
helped.
gotten, for only a few had the gifts
of a genius; yet they all helped to
keep_the folk of their day moving
steadily forward by appealing to the
minds, emotions and wills, with pict-
ures of human experiences. Shal the
future historians tell that we made
better use of the same method, be-
cause we had so many more ad.
vantages—better schools, preater

Most of them have been for- .

CITIZENSHIP

press, cinema, radio, ete? . .
and I can help. Even you

How to Study

Mrs. M. Wade, Glenbush
National Convener of Citiz:a-nssaSk'
suggested certain topics fo
Let us consider, now, how we Migh
study these. If we have to relvgt
talks or papers, let us try to carry o
audiences with mental pictuye, u;
common human interest. By C:
you not pl.cture at one of your meetn
ings, a skit, “The Atlantic Ch, ien
consisting of brief, quick-moyipy
scenes, portraying freedom gained fop
the British (and Americans, tog) (|
bv the Magna Charta, (2) 1, th)
Petition of Rights; freedom Lf'aiﬂei
for the Americans by the Declaratioy
of Independence; greater f,
gained for Canada by the acc.,
of Lord Durham’s Report; 1.
gained for the negroes of the
States by the Civil War; the .
of Woodrow Wilson, the Le:.
Nations; the wvisions of 1
Churchill and President T
and the signing of the
Charter? Mrs. Wade suggest
bers make serap-books of the rofer.
ences we read and hear relai iy
future, stronger, international .,

e ) the
hlP. hag
I study,

-

- - rgan-
ization.

Could we not use more im:.inary
travelogues, or radio broadca-is 1
understand the culture of th: |apgs
from which our new neighbou: - have
come? T hope all are familiz: with
the booklet, “Canadians All”, (| irect.

or of Public Information, O .ya) -
Do you know the most recent
on our own naturalization lav

Could we not co-operate w the
convener of Social Welfare = the
teacher, to fully appreciate v hut i
being done in schools to ma' . our
children good citizens througl
otic drills, musie, plays, liter 50-
cieties, school newspapers, et We
all know what good leaders ou
Ten are.

Debates and Discussions

If your Imstitute is fond of dcbates,
here is a subject I suggest. hope
you all read Resolution, No. (' pub-
lished in the Home and Covntry,
Winter issue). “Resolved that man’s
appreciation of the modern womnan's
ability to use the franchise { r the
betterment of the world, is . cater
than woman’s appreciation of h- - own

sex in that respect.” Such a :
would be much better debate
humorous manner.

_Or, if your branch prefers
sions, why not discuss “Wa = in
which this war is leading men and
women to work more closely to:  ther
to solve social and economic

lems”. Perhaps we can find o1 why
more women have not yet realize! that
the annual school meeting is v of
the most important meetings in - de-

mocracy, for “as the twig is beit, w0
the tre~ will grow”.

_ For roll calls, may I suggest = our-
ite lines from old or new poems, 2
or songs on “Freedom” or “Our 'l
Let us have as much music =
sible in our meetings.

However, I do hone that you <hall
endeavour more than ever this
since conditions are such as to
our members under greater stres: 2nd
strain, to make all work in Citizen-
shin truly re-creational, so that
members shall be re-created in visi
through their emotions and
wills, as well as through their minds.
For only through regular re-cre
ational periods will we be able to
keep our efficiency in housewifery and
agriculture as high as is necessary
to win this war; and at the same time
to lead us to democratically sharé
with others in the arts of homemaking
and citizenship, that our homes an
communities will be foundation stones
of the New Democratic order 1°f
whose birth the men of the army
navy, and air force are staking their
lives. -

(Contributed by Mrs. T. D. Cowan.
Provincial Convener).




