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CHRISTMAS MESSAGESovn way God fulflls His promises
ieg Ziiw Yege: %) As 1 revigw Mstory I find much,
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freedom, directs us toward Himself. |4, word and spirit of Christ in the
church since the first Christmas at
CHRISTMAS Bethichem in Judea; much, very much

By Rev. Wm. Grotefeld, glorious land since our first Christ-
Pemtor, St. Pauls Evangelical Church|mas here.
. It is true we are not as yet pei-
Q come, let us sing unto the Lord;|fect, we still fall short of the ideal
ot us make a joyful noise to the|Paul sets forth when he says: “Ye

our salvation. He is our|are a holy nation, a peculiar people,

improvement has been made in nuri

L. .. i I-. ¥ e
- | P o LA L i 5
e -.."‘r. 5 N g P e j

gL - 4

T A VL Lo g SNy 1y Ot
] v IR e el ALY
Ly T

1.9 2 -
s o el By !

L —

comos & Madonna. The manger

comes & cradle. The stable a palace.
d’s

The Bethichem Babe, the worl
Savior.

This is the creed of the Christian be-
liever — What asurance and stability
it gives to life. The song of the
angels shall never end.

“CHRISTMAS GIFTS”

By Arthur Spencer Phelps, D. D.
Pastor, First Congregational Church
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“Then in a nobler, sweeter
song, I'll sing his power to save.”
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+ Abraham God as his
faithful friend; we see God with Paul
a8 the God and Father of all man-
Mad whe so loved the world that
b2 gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
wet perish, but have everlasting life.
The grace of God that bringeth sal-
wation hath appeared to all men.
Gruce for justice, All who accept
may enjoy pardon and peace. Grace,
Jt it shine brightly in gold over the
portal of our Christmas, let it Al
our hearts, let it be our first reason
fer “A Merry Christmas.”
\ II. Repentence

Are we worthy of it? Or is there
for us to say with Jaceb: “1
am nol worthy of the least of all the
mercies and all the truth, which the
Lard hath shown unto thy servant.”?
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I motice repentience is the second word |
i goid over the portal of Christmas. jof Christmas caroln for different] ., . oo came to realize that

" Repentence. What does it mean’

1 O how comforting! x4t farward
hath appeared, it|around us, TOTWArd as our €yes|i.faction over this little opportunity
and me, it hag|rested on the third word in gold only, yperience the blessedness which

dmwnunrthe&rhtmnntl‘“hﬁ hath called us out of darkmess

into His marvelous light;

attained ,but we follow after, if that
we may apprehend that for which we

the portal of Christmas. Let us mot
forget to look upward. Hope. Yes,
it seems as if it opened heaven itself
over us as of yore at Bethlehem, and
to the sweet thought: “Nearer My
God to Thee” is added the other con-
solation: “When Christ, who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with Him in glory.”

Thus we behold over the portal of
the Christmas of 1922 these three

and Hope and say in closing:
“All praise, eternal Son, to Thee,
Whose advent set the people free;
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Holy Ghost for evermore.”
Amen,
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS
By Rev. Gilbert H. Newland
Pastor of the
First Methodist- Episcopal Chureh
The first Christmas carel was sung
by angels in the sky to Shepherds on'’
the hillsides of Jodea, nearly two
thousand years age. Their message
was “glory to God in the highest,
will.L™ This was but the beginning
phases of the Christmas story are
leven to thia day belmy put inte song.

Ceaviction and confexsion of nin, con.
tritlen for sin, renunciation of »in,
and longing for grace.
Yeu, and all of it

esive and accept the grace that has

appeared unte all men  in Christ
Josua, unelsa he learns the meaning
of the second word in gold over the
portal of Christmas; Repentenee, Amd
the keener we feel our incufficiencies
the greater and truer will be our joy
over the grace that has appeared for
all. We are reminded again of it
that we should deny ungodline«: and
woarldly lusta, and that we should live
saberly, rghteously aml godly

Repentence. O how much 1ea-0n
for it, for me, and the workl over
De you want me to rnumerate why ”
Ne. | thought =o. The daily presa
is full of It The mere reference In:
these erring=s and their el roner
guences auffices. We feel i cArikes
the st What we need 15 repen-
tence. But

“Ye. whe with guilty terrm

Are trembling. fear no more

With love amnd grace the Savion

Shall you to hape restore

He eome=, who contrite zinners

Will with the children place,

The children of Hiz Father,

The heirs of life and graee.”

i11l. Hape

Now ] rest my eves for a moment
on the third weord in gold over “.“,l
pertal of Christmas — Hope, It{
brightenes my eyes and gladdens my |
heart, 1 feel it. And as | begin to
muse over the past [ reeall that a
long, long time eclapsed until the
promisez of old were fulfilled and the

prophesies all. Bat it was not a
hope in vain. God keeps His prom-
jses after all. When the fullnes= of

the time was come, God cent forth
Hiz Son. At His time and in His

Is it that? the advent
No one will re. Lotd in come.” Charles Wesley Join- 0 John s going o give a pres-

For instance, Isane Watta wrote of
“Joy ta the workl the

ed the carolers with - “Hark! the
hevakl agnels sing, glory to the new
born King.” J4. (.. Holland of our
own Ameriea adils  hin version -
“There's o <ong in the air, There's
a star in the =ky, Theie's a mothers
deep prayver, Andl a baby's low ery”
While Philip Broaks of our awn time
penned “O little town of Bethle-
hem. How =till we <ee the lie.” Still
another fincident of this wondrous life
i« brought te light n a very modern
carol callel, “No room in the inn. It
Mins=
“No beautiful chamber,
No soft eradlie bed,
No place but a manger.
No place for hiz head.”
Then the charne comes
challengr
“No mom, no reom for Jesus,
Oh give Him weleome free,
lest vou <houkl hear at heavn's gate
There i« no room for thee™
You may not remember ar pose=s
any of the Christmas presents given

to you by relatives or friends. These

with its

'gifts you may have forgotten but the
impresion of those gifts abides. The

memory of the lesser gift passes
while the memary of the greater re-
mains. You possibly do not recollect
the bag of candy snd nuts the Sun-
day School gave, however, the song
your class sang about “Silent night,
Heoly night, all is calm, all is bright,”
sings its way on in your soul, as
sweet as an angels dream. Earth be-
gan with a song. It will end with a
doxology. Because there is nothing
but song that can express the deepest
joys of the coul. God perfect Son
seerns te make Christmas a perfect

il

rangements, at once.

delay.

J. L.

Going Home For
The Holidays

Then, remember the usual rush and start
right by letting me make your travel ar-

o e el e i St
rus a .
ment at the other end of the line, by send-
ing your Christmas packages without any
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words in gold — Grace, Repentence'! experience., As children, Christ-

peace on garth among men of good "\ m 14 I

In the days “befo’ the wa’ " in the

that are

_ south it was the custom of the slaves
diligent in good works, purified in to greet their masters and mistresses
the spirit. We have not already|,, Chiistmas morning with the salu-

tation, “Christmas Gift." It was a
part of the custom for the one greet-

ed to give some little token to each
the slave owner received greater sat-

comes from giving rather than re-
ceiving, than over any other exper-

ience connected with slave owning. |

On the other hand, this looking
forward to Christmas as a time of
little gifts to be received on the part
of the slave was one of the bright
spots in an unenviable condition. We
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day. Mﬂﬂmmlﬂ' :
about Him., His lowly meother be-|}
be- |1

'hnt buck upon it today with a know- [l —

ledge of the childishness of ‘he race.
All of us have gone through the

mas had but one meaning. Christmas
eve was the mystic time when Santa

Claus made his annual visit. How
cagerly we waited and how earnestly
we tried to be “good” so that the dear
old saint would bring us lots of pres-
ents.

Then there came a time when |
Christmas came te mean something
different. Through the instrumental-
iLy of little gifts, the product of our

rhllnﬁ:hhhn.nrnuhaﬁlhthl

collection of pennies, accumulated one
by one, we began to learn the bleas-
edners of giving. Then, too, we be-
gan to learmn the significance of
Christmas as a birthday — THE
BIRTHDAY —the natal day of Jesus,

Then, perhaps, as the years came

there was danger that this great day
become one of barter and exchange.
Ax we planned for it we sakd, “1 must
give a present Lo cousin John because

ent to me.” And perhaps cousin John

(Continued om Page §)
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Christmas Trees

In Plenty of time at Right Prices
Place Your Order Now

Bertolin & Son

Main St. Rm Telephone No. 94
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