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By Rev. J. C. Nansen
Pastor, United Brethren Chureh,

of Fast Grove

And the Angel said unto them —
“Fear not for behold 1 bring you
good tidings of great joy: for unto
you is born this day in the city of
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Father, full of

| He is Christ the Lord in

personality. There is

about Him so that He 3

as an unusual character. Me is the
second person of the trinity and the
Holy one of God. He is unique in
His power, unigue in His wisdom,
unigue in His teachings, unique in
His sinless life, unique in His death,
and unique in His resurrection and

David a Savior which is Christ the
Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11.)

Nearly two thousand years ago a
child was born in Bethlehem of Judea
and at this season of the year we
commemorate His birth. "~ All the
Christian. world wili honor His birth
during the next few days. Thousands
of people will be reading over again.
the story of the Christ Child. He
was born of poor parents. His birth
took place in a manger. Yet a mes-
senger of God bore the tidings to
humble shepherds of the field whe
were keeping watch over their flocks
by night. Even nature could not con-
tain herself so she poured out of her
bosom, as an expresion of gratitude,
a light, which guided the wise men

in their search for the child. All .
joy to all those that believe on His het's servant climbed the steeps of
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As a Savior from asin He brings

Joy to all people.
Jesus s Christ the Leord

ascension. The father owned Him as
His son saying, “This is my beloved
son in whom I am well pleased.”
Christ is the Savior frem Sia
“His name shall be called Jesus
for He shall save the people from
their sins.” The world’s hope of &
redeamer was born
This hope marked an era in the his-
tory of the world. Life took on a
new meaning. Lives and homes and
communities were changed by the ad-

vent of Christ. The world once car-

Jesus as a child and made it

ed for
live through His

possible for Him to

childhood days.
out of His soul a power that tmans-

forma lives and purifies sinful bearts.
He can and He does bring peace and

we call this season a time of joy for

it marks the day of light for the
moral and spiritual world Jesus

in a manger.

In return He pours

He is abundantly able
all. We all look for
give us the vietory in
and we may find it

5
3

5
E
=
-~
8
)
7

tainty. other sight in
all the world like Jesus, with forgive-
ness on His lips and a crown of life
in His hand. This is worth labor-
ing for, living for, praying for, suf-
fering for and dying for.

We well remember how the prop-

manger. It has growa till its influ-
ences are feit o the ends of the
world . 4 today we recognise in that
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The origin and the momentum of
Christmas is in the facts of John
3:16 — “God so loved . . . that Ht:l.
gave.”

Jesus Christ our Savior is the gift
of the Christmastide and is the gift
of God’s love for the good salvation
of our souls. Moreover: Love and
goodwill and giving for the good!
salvation of our bodies and minds
and souls on the part of the riches
of God through Jesus Christ has been
re-incarnated, re-duplicated and mul-
tiplied by the manhood and woman-
hood which has been so saved and
enriched by our divine Savior asnd
heavenly Father — with consequent
love, tears, goodwill, giving and joy
~—for others’ needed good.

This, as it seems to me, is the
essence or substance and genius of
the Christmas spirit. The real Xmas,
as it seems to me, is a gift and life
and spirit of love and of a goodly
generosity and helpfulness and sal-
vation and joy.

S0 it has been the custom of my
ministry and of my group of church

All this is a mater of the Christ-
mas spirit. It is a matter of the
Christmas credentials. It is the ben-
eficent glory of real Christianity,

It is because

and multiplied ever since more and
more, that Phillips Brooks wrote his|
“Little Town of Bethlehem”™ which
has become the wide world over not
only a song of the nativity but as a|
modern song and prayer in the hearts
of the benefactor men and women
of this Christmas spirit throughout
the world from Christmas to Christ-

mas,

How silently, how silently,

The wondrous gift is giv'nl

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav'n.

No ear may hear His coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him

wrong in the opinion of some biolo-
mists, anthropologists and chemists,
but he is much nearer truth in being

tors, 1 have for years with the
Christmas spirit of love and good-
will, given out specially prepared

centuries ago by our Lord and Elﬂ-kilim |
or and which has been re-incarnated |i
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miraculous conception. The angel to enter. He brihgs joy to Individu- ‘ . . u“Chriltnln messages, from heart to|wrong with the Bible than he would thankfel

said unte His M.'mmmmmhhh--.uum“:'h,:f““ T . heart for the good of my people thru “whhuumththmﬂﬁtb[::n:::ﬂﬁi::“# q
hcauuheqrudﬁilhurhlnthn—muhlmmiﬂ“

2. We recognize in that birth a|3i the days of the coming year.

There are hosts of people of riches ries and speculations of limited s pec -

Enroll Yourself - Enroll Each Member of your family - Get Your Friends to Join

Set Your Children a Good Example - Teach Them to Save
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Encourage Your Employees to Have Bank Accounts - Everybody Welcome

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

DOWNERS, GROVE, ILLINOIS

Ged, and behold thou shalt conceive Paleat!
im thy womb, and bring forth a son, |be joy everywhere. Joy that like a "‘;_“;,:”:::;“‘L that birth a|Of this world and of people of humble | jalists. :.::::: Jesus. Hw‘:r:m;
-Iﬂ—ﬂdlunﬂhu_hnt.ﬂurnhﬂlh.hﬂndfm. hmmm_hwmhwuﬂmmmuﬁn-m The Bible is the revealed Word of |that the grave fs merely a chest

I The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,” If the angels could say that they ., __ are of distinetively Christian charac- God, and being wrong with the Bible|where the least valuable of our pas-

; and the power of the Highest shall (were bringing good tidings of great| urmmmmm'm.muﬂﬂt,mm".m,_m, hile. Asd s
evershadow thee; therefore the holy|joy how much more should we be able| “JOY TO  THE WORLD THE|Cpivimas spirit of love and gener-'man stand by the Bible he may safe-|we rejoice bocsuse we know Ui | -
thing that shall be born of thee shalt|to say it after Christ has functionsd ( LORD HAS OOME, LET EARTH |ous giving all the year. ly and seremely look upon the as-|however unheoded we may be Dgwe,

e called the Boa of Ged.” Jas the God-man for these two thou- | RECEIVE HER KING.” S0 a recently published stalement |sumptions of & small number of de- (Continned on Page 3)
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SUCCESSFUL FOLKS SEE START BUILDING NOW 32
Soccessful folks have vision which looks far beyond the immediate tomorrow— Start building today. Add a little here—a little there before A >
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