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MEAN
TO BE A CHRISTIAN

Followingl is & sgrmon by the Rev.
J. Alfred Nansen of First Evangeli-
cal Church, which was recently print-
ed In an Eastern religious journal.

——————

The conviction grows upon me that
we are too careless and unconcerned
ghout the significance aml nature of

the life we profess. I profess no spe-
cial aptitude or ability for treating

the subject except that | have delved
into the atudy of it fur my own per-
sonal benefit and have  found the
Seriptures rich in material which is
both explicit aml =upEestive,

Before the eurly chureh wuas ex-
tensively organized into an  institu-
tion and before the doetrines were
stereotyvped into  ecrecds,  primitive
Christianity was  knuown  simply as
THE WAY OF LIFE. Both by spo-
ken address and by living a gener-
ous amd joyously helpful life, Jesus
marked out the wav He desired His
disciples to live,

A way of life, like the art of a
musician has certain principle~ which
can be sucees=fully taught by pre-
cepts. Jesus has given certan prin-
ciples which men are invited to adopt
because they pive promise of guid-
ing them on the way of life. It was
because He knew that men could not
live THE WAY without understand-
ing its principle: thut He gave Him-
self enthusiastically and eugerly to
the task of instructing His disciples
in the way of life. These principles
of the Christian life are what the
laws of harmony are to the musi-
cian, or what the laws of perspec-
tive are to the artist or the laws of
navigation are to the sailor, To omne
who has not caught the spirit of the
way, Christian life may look like a
heavy yoke, but to the one who fimds
the principles a guide to living the
noblest and happliest life, the yoke
is easy and the burden light.

The (hristian life is simply one of
two possible ways of living umnd the
cheice of thisx way in preference to
the way of the workl rests entircly
with the individual.

Can you imagine u lake of water]
'madle conncious of a betler way, and,

mearby which has frozen over amwl
become glossy aml smooth? A friend
presenta you with a pair of skates,
I you will not learn to skate the
fanlt rests with you, You cunnot

Mearn to skate until you have frl'l*
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it worth while to strap the skates
upon your feet and take a few in-
cidental falls while you leara to ob-
serve the laws of motion and the
principles of skating. DPrecisely so,
if a man is not a Christian it is be-
cause he has been unwilling to put
on the garment of salvation and

learn to live according to the prin-
ciples which Christ has given by
which He makes clear the way of
life.

This lead= me to say very decidedly
that to be a Christian does not nee-
essarily mean to be perfect in con-
duet. There ought to be develop-
ment in the diveetion of perfection
aud will be if the etfort to live the
Christinn way is sineere, DBuf we

degrves of perfection, runging all the
way from the blundering uttempts of
the voe who has lived in sin until
habit= have become deep-rooted be-
fore he ha= resolved  te live  the
Christian life, to the =anctificd ac-
curacy of the one who has lived the
Christian life faithfully for half a
century.

Nor does it mean that we shall all
agree in the minor details of the way.
Just as therve arve varving degrees of
perfection of comduet among Christian
peaple, =0 there are varving degrees
of knowledge.

RBefore we take up the considera-
tion of the characteristics of the
Christian it is essential  that  we

entrance of the way of life.
way of living involves, as a matler
of course, a new atlituwle of mind
aml heart. Jesus has labeled this
gateway with a word which trans-
lators have rendered *“repentence.”

Lidell aml Scott’s Dictionary of New

making it mean, A" change of atti-
tude based on reflection or convie-
tion.™

This changed attitude brings from
the Father the exercise of forgiving
fuvor and the penitent soul has only
lo exercise saving faith  in Jesus
Christ and he finds himsellf on the
way of life, “Who-so-ever believeth
on Christ  shall have remission of
=inx."  Act- 10:43. “He that be-
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting
life." John 3:1K. He hasx been eon-
vieled of the evil of hix way and

in consequence, has changed hin at-
titude. With saving faith In Christ
he now enters upon the way of life,

Faith ix the confidence which the
traveler has in the mariner who di-
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find 1 every congrepation varviug

should characterize the gate at tlu-{
" new |

Testament Greek defines the term by
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Fmtu the course of the ship. It is

the trust an inexperienced appren-
tice pluce: in the master mechanie, It
i the child's grasping of the parents
kand for support and guidance. It
is an expression of confidence in

Christ who has invited all men to
learn of Him and to follow Him.
Characteristie of the Christian whoe
now stands upon the way of life is
an eagerness to learn the principles
of the way and a willingness to fol-
| low the example of his saving Lord.
| Kagerness to understand the
| principles of the way is one of the
marks of identification. The Chyist-
ian must  enroll in  the school of
Chrizst. As u child grows in mental
vigor und agecumulates knowledge in
cour publie schools 50 alsv should the

{ Christiun grow in knowledge of the
way of life. In order to do this he
will form personal huabit=  of Bible
study. It should be his practice to
read a well chosen passage of Serip-
ture every morning and make it food

i

tetl by the minister who is called of
Gotl for hiz work and who s dili-
Fent in his effort te rightly inter-
| pret the Scriptures he will desire to
tbe an intelligent Christian and  will
nevey relinquish  his effort to grow
[in knowledge and understanding of
the principles of the Kingdom.

2. The Chrlstian will conscien-
tivu=ly endeavor to follow the exam-
ple of hiz Lord. This will lead him
to form personal habits of prayer,
He will commune much with God in
private. He will pray In the pre-
~sence of other members of the fam-
ilv in the sanctity of the home. He
| will pray in public for the edifiea-
'tion of others, 1f he ix n Christian
the will be a man of prayer,

. He will alzo resist temptation. To
'be u Christian by no means exempts
Jone from temptation. FEven Christ
| was tempted.

" He will let his shine by

light
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'SEND IN YOUR OLD CARPETH
| AND CLEAN RAGS

TO BEAUTIFUL RUGS

HIGHLAND NEAR LINCOYN
Phore 32-)
RUGS FOR BALR

announce
a substantial reduction

in the prices

of their cars

effective January lst, 1922

KIDWELL GARAGE COMPANY

MAIN & WARREN

TELEPHONE 284

YOWNERS GROVE REPORTER, DOWNERS
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for thought during the day. He ﬂhuuhlt
e ecager to hear the word expound- |
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standing up with courage for his
Christian convictions.

He will be kiwd, humble, forgiv-
ing, longsuffering -and patient.

Like his Master, he will be inter-
ested in the spread of the Kingdom.
Having himself tasted of the joys of
the way of life, like the first dis-
ciples, he will invite others to “come i
and see.”

In brief, a Christian 1s one whose
past sins have been forgiven because
he has changed his attitude and has!
exercised saving faith in Jesus Christ.:
This faith has led him to enroll in’
the school of Christ where he is;

eagerly learning the principles of thE'I

way. It also leads him to follow the.
example of Christ down the pa.tlp?

f

Vote For
J. B. STERENBERG
Republican Candidate

For
COUNTY CLERK

Whose thirty years of business |
experience assures capable and |
efficient serviee. Your support at

the PPrimaries on April 11, 1922, |
will be appreciated. ;
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Results with Class-

ified Ads are Sure.
Merely—
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Ask for ad-taker.
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God. This, to my mind, is what it Gospel of Christ.” Phil. 1:27.
: |
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s Where can be found more
i

! Two of the most important features to be con-

!

:
s PHONE 199-R 3 f
g 105 SO. MAIN ST, DOWNERS GROVE, ILL. !
- INTELLIGENT HOT AIR HEATING .
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way that shineth more and more untu{nwnns to be a Christian. And be-
the perfect duy. He buas left the ing a Christian he continues to strive
wiy of the woidd and hath been be- for gieuter perfection until he shall
gotten unto u lively hope in Christ measuie up to the full extent of his
Jesur. The  Spirit beareth witness | possibilities in  Christ Jesus, "Let
with his spirit that he is a child oi your manner of life be worthy of the
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ANOTHER CHANCE TO GET QUALITY GOODS

a
at Low Prices
GROCERIES
18 Ibs. Granulated Sugar for ... ........ .. $L00
Potatoes, per peck ... . ... oo oot 15¢
Bacon Squares, per pound . ... ..., 15c |
Cream of Wheat ...ii ivsinuiarems stonmasvoss 24c
Graham Crackers, per package ...............10¢
Jersey Cornflakes, 3 packages for ............ .20¢
Richelieu Oats, large package ................. 20¢
Macaroni or Spaghetti, 3 packages for ........25¢
| Del Monte Seedless Raising, 15 oz. package . ...25¢
Sun Maid Seeded Raisins, 15 oz. package ......23¢
Dromedary Dates, per package ............... 22¢
10 Ibs. Corn Meal for ........................ 25¢
| Prunes, 40-50 size, per pound ................ 18¢
Baker’s or Runkel’s Chocolate, 1.1, ... ... ... 20¢
Small Can Milk, G¢: 1 Cozen for .. ... ... .. ..., 65¢
Large Con MUK, Dot v cvovs wvevans s s .. 10¢
Lima Beans, 2 cans for ....................... 25¢
Libby’s Pork and Beans, medium, 2 cans for ... .25¢
Libby’s Salmon, No, 1 ¢an ....... e 32¢
Richelieu Salmon, No. 1 can ............... .. 45¢
Richelien Sweet Wrinkled Peas, per can ... ...23¢
Pride of Aurora Corn, can 11¢; per dozen . ...$1.20
Falcon Corn, per can 10¢; dozen cans for ... .$1.10

Broken Sliced Pineapple, c¢an 25¢: dozen
Apricots, No. 2V, can ................. ... ... 28¢ |
Libby’s Sliced Yel. Cling Peaches, 35¢; 3 for . .$100 '
| Tom Boy Tomatoes, No. 3 can .............. .. 18¢ '
| None Such Tomatoes, No. 2 can ... ... ... 14c i
DRY GOODS
Men's Bear Brand Work Shirts ... .. . . 99¢
New Percale, 27 in., per vard ... ... ... e
Unbleached Muslin, per vard ... . ... . . . 12'5¢

Boy’s Button Shoes, $4.00 value; pnlr $2.00 to $2.50
TWO DELIVERIES EVERY DAY

H. C. PITCHER
Dry Goods - Groceries

Cor. Main & Curtiss Sts Phones 175 & 176
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Q‘ Efficiency in Warkman<hip Gosd Faith in Relatianship
THIE
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: SERVICE

GLOOM CHASERS

Electrical

cheer thanin a well lighted home?

sidered about that new home are—the windows and
the LIGHTING system.

Electric fixtures should be selected with utmost
care.  And their arrangement and height of hanging
are also 1 ant — We feel well qualified to serve
you — Be it for that new home — or a re-arrangement
of your presenl abode.

LIGI—?"]'!! make the family circle a cheerful one with—

DIENER BROTHERS

All Leather Work Shoe

All That the Name Implies

EXPERT SHOE REPAIRING OF ALL KINDS
RUBBER HEELS HORSE BLANKETS

C. Penner

108 South Main St. Downers Grove, I,
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