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THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGION
UPON THE NORTH AMER-
| ICAN REPUBLIC

By The Rev. J. Alfred Nansen

Among the influences which have
shaped our national institutions and
determined our national policies the
Christian Religion must be given first
place. In no country of the world
has religion exerted greater influence
in determining the character of citi-
zens and the form of government
than in the United States of Ameri-
CA.

The pioneers of American settle-
ment and civilization were men with
deep religious convictions and mo-
tives. They came to our shores from
Europe, not for the sake of material
gain or commercial advantage but
that they might here worship God in
accordance with their own religious
ideals unhampered b ythe interfer-
ence of civil authorities.

The Christian Religion must be ac-
credited with the educational en-
lightenment of Americans which made
possible a representative form of
government. The first educational
institutions, from elementary schools
on up to colleges and universities,
were established by the church to fos-
ter and promote a more intelligent
Christianity. But they also gave in-
struction in history, language and
mathematics, in the liberal arts and
sclences. It is a significant fact that,
with one exception, all the higher
schools, colleges and universities es-
tablished in the American colonies
prior to the declaration of indepen-
dence were founded by Christian de-
nominations upon distinctively Chris-
tian principles. Even since the colo-
nies gained their independence more
than three fourths of all the colleges
and universities of the United States
have been founded and supported by
Christian denominations though very
liberal in their curriculum. Literacy
and intelligence is absolutely essen-
tial to a succeasful representative
government so we can searcely over-
estimate the influence of religion up-
on the form of our government at
this point.

The influence of the Christian Re-
ligion has also been profoundly felt
im our civie life. The old Town Meet-
ing was modeled after the democratic
principle of the New England church.
The ideals of a representative form
of civil government which Thomas
Jeflerson embodied in the Declara-
tion of Independence were derived
from the democratic form of govern
ment in the Baptist church where he
attended servieea. Civie life, when
in ita infancy in the United States,
was greatly influenced by religion be-
caunse all the greatest statesmen were
religious.

Every crisia through which we have

«l in our national existemce has
brought forth glimpses of the tre-
mendous influence of religion. When
first the colonies declared themselves
free and independent under God, the
Aergymen were the most ardent ad-
vocates of the patriotic cause. Their
sermons sounded forth a clarion ecall
te armed resistence of the oppreasion
and unfairmess of the English Parlia-
ment. The people who thronged the
churehes were inspired with the feel-
img that it wa= a religious, no less
than a patriotic duty to fight in the
eanse of f{reedom, Troughout the
struggle clergymen played a comspic-
pous part. Side by side with their
parishoneers they fought and dyed
red the soil of freedom with their
own life's blood.

In the Continental Congress prayer
was offered regularly. This body set
Jane 12, 1776, as a holiday in recog-
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nition of the “Indispensable duty de-

voutly acknowledged God’s superin-
tending providence.” It also recom-
mended that the 20th day of July of
the same year should be observed
with religious service as “A day of
public humiliation, confession and

| prayer.”

The colonists gained their indepen-
dence and it became necessary to es-
tablish a permanent form of govern-
ment. When the Constitutional Con-
vention convened in Philadelphia,
Benjamin Franklin arose in the as-
embly and said, “In the beginning of
the contest with Great Britain, when
we were most sensible to our danger,
we had daily prayer in this room for
Divine protection. Our prayers, sirs,
were heard and they were graciously
answered, To a kind providence we
owe this happy opportunity of con-
sulting in peace on the best means of
establishing our future national feli-
city. Shall we forget this powerful
Friend? Do we imagine that we no
longer need his assistance? If a
sparrow cannot fall to the ground
without his notice, can an empire rise
to greatness without his aid?"” Chris-
tianity is the greatest' champion of
national righteousness and virtue, es-
sential to national prosperity. Chris-
tianity teaches men to look to God
for his providential guidance and
blessing.

When a form of government had
been adopted and Washington, the
great Christian leader and father of
our country, was made president he
accepted the respomsibility as a trust
from God. For eight years he served
his country well. In his farewell ad-
dress he said, “Of all the dispositions
and habits . which lead to political
prosperity, religion and morality are
indispensable supports. Vainly does
that man claim te be a true patriot
who seeks to destroy or pervert these
great pillars of human happiness,
these firmest props of the duties of
men and of citizens.”

As settlement moved westward, a-
longside of the pioneer settler went
the missionary and the circuit-rider.
The little red schoolhouse and the
spire of the country church marked
the progress of American settlement
and civilization. John Henry Bar-
rows wrote, “The captains of indus-
try and the leaders of commercial ex-
pansion have done far less to make
ours the greatest mation than have
the Christian pioneers who carried
the gospel of Christ through forest
and over mountain and prairie from
Maine to California and from Minne-
sota to Florida”

With the exception of Jefferson and
Johnson, all the presidents of the
United States have been more or less
active church men, with denomina-
tional connection. Even these two,
while not members of the church,
were Christian believers, An over-

and politicians who have shaped our
national life have been men of Chris-

tian faith.
It has been these influences which

have made the North American Re-
public the greatest nation of all his-
tory. America is the most Christian
nation of the world because Chris-
tian principles have entered most ful-
ly into her legislative system. Her
national life has been moulded after
the pattern of Christian ideals of
brotherhood and equality.

citizens who have overlooked the
things which make for natiomal ad-

vancement in their greed for personal
gain. Their unpatriotic conduect has
brought upon us national evils which
have been rooted out only by the per-
cistent zeal of Christian spirited lea-
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ders. These national reformers have
been America’s best friends and most
patriotic citizens.

The first members of the Anti-
Slavery Society were clergymen. Pul-
pit agitation against the liquor- traf-
fic led to the organization of the Wo-
man’s Christian Temperance Union.
The Anti-Saloon league was organi-
zed, officered and directed by cler-
gymen. The Lord’s Day Alliance,
now seeking to check the commercia-
lization of the Christian’s Sunday by
effective legislation, is officered by
nationally known and trusted clergy-
men. They are pitting their best ef-
forts against the desecration of the
Christian's Sunday by the promoters
of Commercialized Amusement. They
are attacking an evil which is incom-
patable with the religion of Christ.
They are insisting upon economic
fairness. These intelligent leaders
should be followed as readily as sim-
ilar leaders have been followed in the
past. They are working to safeguard
American ideals.

Each succceding age will have its
new problems to solve. But I be-
lieve that we have discovered a suc-
cessful method of their solution. It
is by continuing to exert the influ-
ence of religion—the Christian Re-
ligion—upon our national life. May
the Christian clergy of America, with
the foresight and enthusiasm of their
worthy predecessors, continue to cry
aloud and spare not. “Righteousness
exalteth a nation but sin is a re-
proach to any people.” This is the
greatest philosophical truth of uni-
versal history. Christianity has pro-
duced the world's highest standards
of righteousness. May her influence
continue to determine the character
of our national institutions and poli-
cies!
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Foley, managing editor of a great
hospital magazine and now known
throughout the country as the origi-
nator of “Hospital Day.” Dr. Good-
win referred to the letter from Presi-
dent Harding to Mr. Foley and read
another letter to him from General
Pershing. Mr. Foley spoke eloquent-
ly on the meaning of Hospital Day
and the great benefits that must come
to the country from observance of
the day on May 12th,

The principal speaker of the even-
ing was Dr. Frank Smith and his sub-
ject was “The Prevention of Disease.”
“Few people die of old age,” said
Dr. Smith. “It is disease that kills
and not old age.” ‘In the Stone Age
man used remedies known at that
distant time ,but now science has re-
vealed the causes of disease and the
remedies are adapted to the causes.
Bacteria are vesponsible for most of
our ills. It is against them that we
must guard. The common house fly
is a carrier of germs and the rat and
mosquito are responsible for some of
our most terrible plagues.
ter number of germs enter the body
through the mouth. Care of the
mouth and teeth is of vital impor-
tance,.
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zation of the fact that this society
is made up almost entirely of young
folks in the high school adds to the
evidence of their great-interest/ and
while, especially when the fact that
this is the busiest part of the school
year is taken into consideration.
One of the pleasing features of the
program will be the presentation of
carnations to eaech mother present at
the service. This act, coming from

| those who are at an age Wwhich is
gencrally considered the thoughtless
age is a magnificent prophesy of the
future,

The young men of the Endeavor
Society will also have a part in the
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Seats will be
The minister will preach on the sub-
ject “The Three Greatest Words,”
and special music will be rendered by
the choir. The latter of itself means
much, for the music is a feature of
all the services of this church.
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night and explained the nmon-appear-
ance of the team and made profuse
apologies.

Playing good baseball on Tuesday
evening at Memorial Park, the Down-
ers High School lost a close game
to Elmhurst High by the score of T
to 6. This was the first home game
of the season and demonstrated that
the boys are players.

The box score:

Downers Grove AB R H
BooB, € cocecrrsnnssssns 3 0 0
Klein, of ..... ceeaeeans 3 0 1
L. Stevenson, 88 ........ 4 1 1
D. Stevenson, p .........3 1 2
Boldebuck, f ...........1 1 0
Grout, Zb ....vvevvcass .1 0 0
Smith, 3b ......... o— i T
Knoblauch, if ........... 2 2 1
Barry, 1b ........ I 1 0 0
Grumhaus 1b ........ soi B O X
Totals .......... ieene--28 6 7T
Elmhurst AB R H
Kreiter, 88 ...... ST i (N
Robins, 2b .........v....2 1 0
Buck, ¢ .crcovecenea ek B X
Banderole, rf ....... P S B
Olson, 3b ....... ciasnavelk L B
Crane, cf ........ PR 4 0 0
Miller, p ...-- TP 2 2 2
Thorne, 1b ....cvvveuns .4 0 0
Bathum, f .......... e— T
Totals 28 8 9
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At Low Cost

It's quite the custom these day~ to refer to the time when |

good deal more of effort wax

the low pree Linws,

nfl brick

inzide,

the barr honse, plain pine incide finich, and built as cheap-

ly a=s posgible,

sidde entrance to the eellar.

Of course that kind of a

the old dayvs

ter how low the cost,

interesting to reflect a little

prices.

prablems ta us.

Phone
Day 20

now to petl tan m three dollars.

Yoo, the old time hame wa« low in price but what kind
of a home was it compated to housex demanded this year
of 1721, There's a vast difference in the type of homes and

the comvenicnces now and then,

When we built 4 home twenty or twenty-five years ago,
here's how we did the job.
a hole fiftecn fert or =0 square, wall the sides with a course
W called that a ecllar and used it for vegetables.
A brick wall sct on top of the ground, or just a few posts,

and then the house huilt thereon

The building wa= plain. porch narrow, floors of six inch
pine, probably no sheeting, just the siding, and plastered
No double floors, ne plumbing, no bathroom, mno

gas or clectne hight fAxtures,

Thiz old time house of our fathers or grandfathers was
heated with stoves, lighted with lamps, the floors covered
with carpet= te hid hig crack: and rough places.
wa carried from a shed at the rear of the lot, water we

pumped from a back vard well, and there was only an out-

The family satisfied with that type of a

house now can get it at low cost
with few comvenienees but would not fill the bill now no mat-
What do von think about it?

Next week we will talk about a modern home.
meantime lumber is much cheaper than a few months ago
and the modern home costs less,
We know amd will tell yvou.

We want ta =erve vou.

Lord Lumber
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Resident Member of the Lumberman’s Publicity Bureau

hames were built at small expense; when the purchasing

power of the dollar was greates than now even though a I
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