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HEN Tom left the farm to
go to the city to make his
fortune he did it contrary
to the ominous head-
shaking and phophecies
of disaster of all the
neighbors. Even his fa-
ther and mother, with past
years of toil rapidly be-

gluning to tell upon them, were pes-

simistic of his chunces of success, nor
gould they resist expressing their fore-
bodings.

The old folks loved their boy ton
well to reproach him for his desertion
pow In the first flush of his yYouhg
manhood, but their hearts did ache at
thought of the separation

“You'll soon get tired of all that
hurly-burly there in the city, Tom,"
his old father told him. *“Aund when
you do, I want you always Lo remen-
ber that we've still got a place for you
back here at the old homestead. It
mayn't be as fine and showy as lots
you'll see there in the city, but it’s
more the sort that the good Lord In-
tended you for. Ma and 1 are hoping
the best for you, son, but—when you
do find out that younr fortune’'s nol
away off there—just pocket your pride
and come back here to us who love
you.”

&~ young Tom left the farm with
shining eyes and a high heart and ad-
ventured Into the great, far-away ity
m quest of fame nod fortune.

How bhe fared there and all the sor
ry disnppointments that repeatedly
evertook him during that year of ab-
sence would be a long and hurrowing
story to tell. He chased his ralnbow
te It end, yet found the fabled pot of
gold not there as he bad so confidently
and blatantly expected.

Tom made applications for all sorts
of office positions only to find himself
gquickly rejected because of his Iack
of experience In those specific lw

“wWell., anyway, 1I'm young and hus-
ky and used to hard manual lahwr,”™
Tom consoled himself, 1 can at loust
et a job with n contracting gang. as
a painter, or plumber's assistant, or
teamater, That will suflice to keep me

-

going for a while until the sort of po-
gition I want turns up.” |
But even In those lines of work the
green country boy found himself sud-
denly brought up short against a blank
wall, He had no references as to past
city employment and nobody would
hire him after once finding out that he

had no union card. _
Huddled In his shabby overcoat on

a street corner in the squalid sectlon

of the city—the lcy wind whistling.

around him and biting through his
threadbare garments—poor Tom stood
on the evening before Christmas. won-
dering where he might find a shelter
in which to sleep thar nlght without
freezing.

Just how long he had stood there,
shivering In the chill wind on the
street corner—Dbitterness against the
great. unfeeling city rankling In his
heart—Tom did not kpnow, He was
startled from his moody reverie hy
hearing a hoarse, wheedling voice at
his very elbow, saving what was Im
tended a5 a confldentinl tone:

“How'l y'like a nice hot feed and
some coin to jingle In yer pants, ho?
Ain't hungry, are ya*”

Whirling ubout, Tom saw that his
accoster was an under-sized, burly fel-
low with a tough, truculent visage and
hoands shoved decep into the side ppek-
ets of his coat, e wore a battered
cap with the visor pulled low down
over his eves and spal malevoelently
upon the sidewalk each tine hefore
spoke,

“How'd y'like the idva, huh?" he re-
iternted in his ruucous, grating voice,
sidling closer as he spoke amd casting
W wury eve up and down the nearly
deserted, gloomy, wind-swept streel.

Tomw regoarded him with distasie and
undisgulsed mistrnst,  He looked like
a typleal thug,  But misery cannot be
too fistidious about the company W
keeps.  Finully Tom scowled blackly
antd answered

“What's that to you, apyway’?’

“Wel, you're outtn luek, aln't ¢ha,
pal?  Yer,on yer uppers, stony hroke
and mavbe with an cinpry beily, oo,
bub., bo* Well, 1 guessed thor mueh,
1 aln't Wind yer, 1 aio't!  Well, |
need o pul for o Httle jJob tonight and
we both cun make a lotin joek our of
it, s¢ee?”

“You—you ncan—hburglary*”  Tom
muttersd heshinntly, with sn invelun
tary controction of his heort,

“Humph ' Nt anvthing HKe =nfe
erncking or hreaking into n heveses, |
don't. Too many pwople <tnying op
with the kids over Christinns Irves 1o
night. | oin't keen on tnkhy’ h‘ul
chaunces llke that, P'm tellin® yn! Naw,
this | wantcha for Is sotnething =oft |
safe and eaxy as falling off a log. You
know the big prices people are willing
to pay for reml booze since the coun-
try went dry, don't cha? Well, right
near here 1 know a certain warechouse
that's got 20 cases of whisky stored in
the basement. Real bonded siafM!
The watchman s an old pal o mine
i Is willing to let ua swipe It If

S what's lawful and all that!
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we'll spiit on the coln we get after
wards, T've got another guy with a
flivver that's ready to meet us about 2
o'clock this morning to haul away the
stufl as fust as we pass It up to him
thropgh the alley windows. We've
got it all framed for a fake caplure
and tying up of our other pal, the
night watchmun, so that the bulls can't
get wise to hhn, We're willing to split
four ways on the swag If y' wanta go
In on It with us. Whatcha say now,
bo, huh? Safe and easy as falling off

a log!"”
The sinister appenrance of the ruf-
flan repelled "Fom, and the very

thought of the criwe they contemplat-
ed struck him with fright. It meuant
jail, disgrace, If they were caught.

“But J—I never have done any-
thing like that In my life” he stum-
mered wenkly, teeth ehattering in the
biting wind. “It would be criminal.
The whisky deespit belong to us. It
would be illegnl for us even to try to
sell it afterwards.”

“IMnh ! spat the ugly-visaged mnan.
sneeringly.  “You look pretty, a bird
like youse, talking that way about
F.ots that
these rich guys have enred how yYou
ol nlong  sinee vous cine o LWwn,
from the looks of you! They've pot
fine, wartn hinpes amd coin amd every-
thing, Waotta they eare whether poor
bums Hke us bhave o 2o bungry or
freeze In the gutier on Christmas eve?
ghonld you carve abiont them when

lluu;t slve @ rap ubout  you?
Youve ol (o pgo on living, sin't cha,
huht"

Tom Lhunehed hig <hinpddering <honl-
ders pgainst the wind, trembling ns
miteh besenuse of his own mornl rreso-
lution  as  from  the  terrible  colgl,

“Well, b, how abmpt 1Y Are ¥
on or ave v still <o aliddghty particular
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“How'd Y'Like the ldea, HuhT™

about how 3 hantle the stufll belong-
ing to all them rich guys?”

dren, ol cangin

DOWNERS GROVE, ILLINOIS

“God " grouned poor Tom In the
abyss of his wretchedness. “Yes, I'll
do it] I willl T willl"

The other clapped him roughly on
the shoulder with a saturnine leer and
attempt at jocular fellowship.

“Well, 1 thought cha would,” be
rasped hoarsely., “We'll meet cha at
the corner by the lumber yard at 1:30.
Don't you fall to be there now!”

“1 won't! I'll be there all right!”
Tom muttered brokenly. Already iIn
his cringing soul he felt like the thief
he had pledged hhwself to become, Oh
heaven, If only—

To kill®time uontll the appolnted
hour, he dug his numb hands deeper
down Into his pockets and wandered
almlessly on. He had no particular
objective In mind save only the need
to keep moving lest he freeze or go
mid with the strain of walting. He
shrank from letting himself think of
the deed to which he was about to be
purLy. '

Involuntarily his dragging footsteps
took him back into the more brilllant-
Iv  lighted  retally, shopping  distriet,
where the erowds alrendy had thinned,
hurrying home to thelr families and
hiappy, expeciant kiddies with the holl-
day celebration in miml.  *®

The hours dragged slowly by, It
cutne noear the houe for the stores (o
close,  But =till there was  thme, §f
poor Tom  leal only el money, o
have rushiad in, bougzht the presenrs
he wanted for the old folks and chil-
the midnizht tranin
bueck to the conntey,  He vasily could
reach there by merning avd appear as
a joyons surprise to them—

Bul ah! Why drive himself to dis-
truction by thinking of that when
there was nogehunce that-—

And right then, suddenly, he espled
It Ixing there, almost nr his very feetr—
n big, fut wallet, with not 8 person
pearer than o howdeed yoards of him,
Plginly soppeone Dol dost e in thelr
pinil luiste 1o et hamne,

Tonnr stopgmsd nint seoopwed it up like
n Hush, Around the corner v surrep-
tittously  examined Bills—hoth
gprecn aml yellow, of Inrge dennmiun-
thims—ithey  fulely -stufMed ! There
wieere seven hpmwdrea dadars or more!
—n sl fortune to thw misernble boy
who hmd not even eaten for fourtecn
hours, Money ! Money ! Money |
Far more than he pessibly could need
even In his most extravagnnt drenms,
With a gurgling ery, Towm stulfed the
wad of bills Into his trousers pocket,
threw nway the Ane leather purse and,
mode n mad dash for the nearest de-
partment store,

No opeel now te keep hisn sinister,
erimins!l appeiniment—no more neces-

sity Tor-—
. . . . . ™ ™

It the moxt glndsome feature of
young Tom's homecoming that  next
dny wns hix hinshing announcement to
ihe ol folks that he had hnd enongh
nf the big city; that he had come
home 10 siny, as they had prayed he

wonld,

NEWS FROM
CALIFORNIA
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Gerwig and
family visited the Clampitts on Sun-
day.
Mrs. A. Modjeska and family mot-
ored Saturday to Gerwig's at South
Gate Gardens, California.

Romanzo Lyman and Roland Mod-
jeska attended the Motior Race at

Harold Beidelman, whe

visiting with the Singletery’s in Oul . /4

land, left last week
in San Diego. He is
nicely.
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' Warning

If you desire a house connection with the
gas main please notify us immediately.

No house connections will be made under
our regular contract while the ground is

frozen.

s WesternUnited Gas 2'g
@;ﬁ and Electric Company @

GOING HOME FOR
THE HOLIDAYS?

Then, remember the usual rush and start
right by letting me make your travel ar-

rangements, at once.

And, be sure you get ahead of the “last
hour” rush and avoid possible disappoint-
ment at the other end of the line, by send-
ing your Christmas packages without de-

lay.

Y
Burlington| . 5.
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I. REMMERS

Ticket Agent
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CLASS 1.

You

Members depositing 1

- 1c

2c 5c

OF OUR

Christmas Savings Club

And Start a Bank Account With

10c

B

re Invited to Become a Member

OR MORE

' The Easiest, Simplest and Surest Savings Plan

Come to this Bank Deposit 1 2 5 or 10c and increase the same amount each week for 50 weeks--or deposit 25, S0c $1.00 or

$2.00 regularly each week for the same lenght of time--according to the following classes:

Join as many
e

Members depositing 2

CLASS 2.

CLASS 5.

Members depositing 5

CLASS 25,

cent the first week, 2 cents the sec-
ond week, and increasing 1 cent each

..................

CLASS 1A. Members depositing b0
cents the first week, 49 cents the see-
oni week and decreasing 1 cent each

week for 50 weeks will $|2.75

------------------

Enroll Yourself - Enroll Each Member of Your Family -
Set Your Children a Good Example

Encourage Your Employees to Have Bank Accounts -

First National Bank

cents the first week, 4 cents the sec-
ontdd week, and inecreasing 2 cents each

week for 50 weeks will $25‘50

get

CLASS 2A. Members depositing $1
the first week, 98 centz the second
week and decreasing 2 cents each

week for 50 weeks will $£5-50

get

..................

-----------------

cents the first week, 10 cents the sec-
ond week. and increasing 5 cents sach

week for 50 weeks will $63.75

get

CLASS 5A. Members depositing %2.50
the first week, $245 the second
week, and decreasing 5 cents each

..................

llllllllllllllllll

iting 25 cents a week for each week iting $1.00 each week for every week

of
get

CLASS 50. Fixed,
iting 50 cents a week for each week iting $2.00 each week for every week

cf
get

the fifty will

..............

the fAfty will

llllllllllllll
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Downers Grove, Illinois
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CLASSE.S as you Desire

Fixed. Members d-pos- Ci.AS88 100. Fixed. Members d:pos-

+f the fifty will
get

$12.50

Members depoe-

CLASS 200. Fixed. Members depos-

of the fifty will
get

$25.00

Get Your Friends to Join

| Teach Them the Saving Habit
Everybody is Welcome

rrrrrrrrrrrrrr

------------------

]

$50.00

$100.00
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