AGAIHSI SUN-
MY BASEBALL

b hm Send in Numerous Let-
..,/ fers Regarding Agitation Which
., "Has Village All Excited.

mﬂ‘! are a few of the letters

ived by The Reporter in the past

mrdin: the question—Sunday
play or not to play.

& 'M" Grove, Aug. 3. 1919.
- Hr Staats:

jople of Downers Grove wish to deny

jelr veturmed soldier boys the privi-
i' dm ball on ﬂumlt with-
. of their having to

"o town, this might
B¢ alright, though undoubtedly lack-
“'og in consideration for the boys; but
% them said “Nay” to by a

: the Reverend Clergy, who

| practically strangers within

' We all realige of course that

position gives them a certain

m duty—to help dictate the

of our village; on the other

id the crass, not to say raw, way

ﬁi they have, in their over-zeal

: ﬁm-hi- smacks of the

OX. a degree little short of

wﬂlﬂui and | anticipate that

voters will show their apprecia-

7) accordingly on Saturday. Obr

don't need any defense, but they
due an apology.

: to argument il sums up o

i that they are going to play Sun-

¢ baseball anyhow, and the only

F : ia whether—using a parallel

“—- “the girl shall recnive her beau

gt home, or away from mother’s wise

* It may be that we shall

g T to the state of some of

. maighboring towns that comprise

s w foreign population, of which

_fhe Reverend gentlomen write so de-

er. but | harndly think our

: will have any fear in this
~.h ! (I understand that they for-
‘ot ‘40 mention Hinsdale and other
more i our class where their
Neither

;

Ril) R

L.

.-I;I.

§

belng considered an merely

i people who bave loose, low or

. Verlly, the merve of it!ll And this
0% Trom those who, by the way. do
i #ifferentiate between the Jewish

8 and the Chiistian Sunday.
apparently. blissfully uncons-
dereliction on the part of the
“OfMicial Mentors™ in thair

of our comduct. may serve

twﬂ their magniloquent con-

morally. Adventista keep
: .
g o respect to the statement of

:ﬁ! Little about “starting a battle
*Wwﬂﬂtimmw of a
: i would, beyond peradventure,
g¥em so—-a great promouncement!
) guesa most of ua will
te be infloenced by this type of
for we deny his assumed

to correctly advise in the

of this queation. So adios

2| 1 trust, therefore.

boys will “go to it” and win,
when we gent them

(Grove

their welfare NOW.

, garbed in the um-

of Uﬂh Sam, they stood ready
desth In our behalf. And in
somfiection 1 want to say that it
@y blood beil avery time I

M toen of evenings, and see
of these fellows with “nothin’
ﬁ no where to go” —of the

| 45 develop their talents undef
#‘ auspices. Let’s not only
 em h E‘l\‘jﬂr as inmoecent re-
i, our National game of hase-

-
ot
5 ?-‘ -
#
' -
#
i
: ]
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m’“ one of our vaeant aecuged of being “narrow.”

» Jst us comstruct a building
to oceupy their leisure time
e, instead of having to go to
% ot somewhere — anywhere

§ my osentiments”, Mr.

Snd T wish only to say Purther
. T World War has for-
our Boys a grasp of

g8 of the fondamentals

i

-

Bundly Blle Ball and thhth Dese-
cration.

It is to be regretted that tlm re-
quest for the repeal of this ordinance
comes from the American Legion of
ex-service men. No one holds these
returned heroes in higher regard than
do the ministers of the Gospel and the
church people here in Downers Grove
and the country over.

But, if one will atop to reflect, he
must know that Christian people who
helieve in the striet observance of the
Sabbath have been asked to surren-
der something which they love and

l"ih ]ifﬂ' imlf.
To surrender the Chi#rstian Sab-

bath to any individual, or to ‘any
group of individuals, however deserv-
ing or worthy, upen any pretext what
ever, would therefore, be almost like
gurrendering their church and their
Faith in Jesus Christ.

For them to do this, would be far
them to stultify their oconscience, to
letray their echurch and to openly dis-
obey God in the breaking of the
Fourth Commandment. How can any
unprejudiced and fair-minded man
think for & moment that they. will
do this or that they ought to?

But, it is insisted. ‘““these men are
heroes.” *They volunteered when hu-
manities’ cause looked blackest”,
“goodness knows they have by their
work done enough for usy now let’s
ilo something for them.” No one

cherish alhost as they love and cher-|a

intention of casting any rnﬂecl:mn
whatever upon any liberal, virtuous,
high ‘minded citizens who happen to
disagree with us upon the question
at issue who might attend the Sunday
Ball game. But we do insist that we

believe the Sunday Base Ball game|,

would attract u great many uanlesira-
ble people here just as it Jues else-
where.

Another thing, we are advised by
those who are in a position to know
thut Sunday Base Ball will be com-
mercialized and that the boys who
will consent te play on Sunday, as
rule, will sooner or later play for
money, and that gambling and bet-
ting on the game will be prevalent.

This we do know, that Base Ball
“fans” are listed by banks as poor
credit. They are known to lock up

1and neglect their places of business

to attend “match games” in order to
gamble over the same. These “fans
are invariably identified with Sun-
day Base Ball.

But, the opposition says., “We do
not see any harm in just a quiet fame
of Base Ball on Sunday aftermoon.”
Who ever heard of a “quiet Base Ball
game?” We believe that the noise
from the game will classify it as a
public nuisance and that it will tend
to break down the entire institution
of the Christian SBabbath. We cannot
afford to jeopardize this day of wor-
ship and rest. Everybody
today as never before. [If the

disputes this faet. Their heroic deeds
will ever mark one of the most bril-
liant pages in American history. But,

from us we would all feel that we
had lost one of life’s greatest boons

we muat not forgel that there is ln-l-!
‘her "Hero” “who volunteered when |
Yumanitiea’ rcause looked
“He waa rich, but for our aakes He|
hecame poor that ,we through His,
poverty might become rich.” For
-hirty three yeara Ha walked the rug-
ged patha of Farth. was maligned.
heaten. buffeted, =pat upomn and at |
last was thorm erowned and murdered
om A croas between two thievea on
Talvary's hill. He died for ua the
greateat “hern” of them all that we
‘hrough hia death might have Eter-
nal life. He reinstated the Christian

backest."” |

{abbath and asked us to keep it holy. on
cast their ballots against the repeal

of the ordinance
for us the Christian Sabbath.

Thall we now be carried off our feet
by a sudden wave of misdirected sen-
timent and forget Him who voluntari-
ly died to save the whole wide “rh”;
But, it is claimed. on the basis of
their heroic servies, “we owe these
men anvthing that it iz within our
power to give them.” We are told
that if these men want the Sabbath
for Base Ball we should let them have
it. We answer. Sunday ia God’s Day.
He made it and hallowed and sancti-
fied—met it apart as a day of wor-
-hip and definitely commanded os to
“Remember the Sabbath Day to keep
it Holy.” Therefore, it is not ours to
give.

When we take this p-rmtmn we are
Well., if

we are narrow, thenm Daniel Webster
was marrow, and Wm. E. Gladstone
was narrow, and George Washimmgton
and Abhraham Lineoln were marrow.
We believe with an ex-Justice af the
Supreme Court of the United States
that “Where there iz no Christian
Qabbath, there is no Christian mer-
ality, and without this, free govern-
ment cannot long be maintained.”

Again, we are quoted (hy the people
ahout town) -as saying that all people
who patronize Sunday Base ball are

bad people. What we really did say
« “It will attraet an

a0,
greatest possible serviees for the ex-

service men ad well as for all other
citizens of Downers (Grove.
i SIGNED)

graph of their article,
ed has

e {who
ers Grove fteams’

Had there been no Christian Sab-
bath there would have been no war

to make Democracy safe for the world
'anvl these asplendid young men would

not be returming today as heroes wor-
thy of the woclaim of all the werkl

*It ia the church that has been the

great conservator of morality all
these years; that has kept alive in the
worlds conscienousnesg the desire for
the largest liberty and freedom. With-
nut the Christian Sabbath the church

would perish from the earth.

Lot the thoughtful. intelligent wvo-
tora of Downerz Grove go te the poll:
Saturday aftermoon. August 9, and

which mow seeures

We honestly believe that in doing
they will perform ome of the

Rev. B. H. Fleming.
Rev. Wm. Grotefeld.

The article published in the Down-

ers Grove Reporter in its [ast issue
over the signatures of the reveremds
Fleming, Grotefeld, and Owens is an
insalt to

the people of Downers Grove.
it iz not an argument—it is abuse—

and I for ome would like to have an
homest and sincere expression from
their respective congregatioms on this
cuestion.

Not especially the opewing para-
The ondersign-

been an

I am sore that the same crowds

fortunegz on Satur-

How ;huut the games plnyat! on
Thunksgiving Day when the churclcs

end the foothall game? Did Lhe
crowd become rowdies, not so that
vou could notice it; but they did cheer
and shout, show me the game where
they don’t. an dthey went home feel-
ing refreshed and buoyant, in other
words, they had found recreation. And
say, you hoodlums, do you rememher
that baskethall game last winter when
NDowners Grove seemed hopelessly
beaten and only a few minutes to
play; first one basket, then another,
then the score, time, and finally D).
G. were ahead? Did you yell? Well
] guess, its a wonder the roof held.
Wouldn’'t you have gone to witness
that game even if played on Sunday
wfternoon, amd wouldnt wyou ha.c
cheered an:d yelled, and wouldrn't you

* ' have found enjoyment and recreation,

¢ven if only five boys played? Would-
n't you go on a Sunday afternoon to
see Griff and Davvy and Chuck and
Sambo rip thru that line® And
woudn’t vou vell? And wouldn't you
have found recreation? Wouldn't you
go on a Sunday afternoon to see Shan-
ny and Brick and Ted wallop the ball
or pull off some fancy bit of ficlding?
You bet and you would cheer and root,
the greatest recreation in the world

Do you believe that because¢ jyou
saw any of this on a Sunday afte:-
noon you woul become a rowdy, a

low moraled ereature? Do you be-
Hiev® it would be necessary for

ardent follower of |
sports—baseball, football and basket-
ball—whether played on Saturdays or
not, for years and as for being peace-
ful. law abiding or respectable, I take
no back seat for any of the reverend
gentlemen; nor do [ feel that my mo-
ral standard is any looser, lower nor
unsettied than theirs.

hive followed the différent Down- |

Downers Grove to increase its police

foree? How many of the revereml
gentlemen attend any of our games"?
And if they did. they would get the
thrill or the heartache of the game,
they would become ome of ua ard not
place themselves as judges of our mo-
ral standarda

Close businesa on Saturday after-
nroon amnwl give us a Satorday alter
noonn game so church folk: can mo,
they ask. | am tempted t> :a; in
view of the clergymen’s article that
it would be miszsionary work on the
church folks part to attend the Sun-
aay aftermoon games and try to rase
the moral standard of the lowhrows
who are supposed to attemd Sunday
afternoon games. The merchants of
Downers Grove elose their stores on
Wednesday afternoon, they have un-
doubtedly have come to the concluo-
sion that it is impractical to elose on
Saturday on acrount of the farmers
and other reasons sufficient to them,
a0 that disposes of that question.

The swimming pool which is being
agitated iz a splendid thing. but will
the reverend gentiemen allow that to
be open on Sunday, amnd will that be
noiseless? [ have never come across
a swimming pool or a hathing beach
that was noiseless but perhaps that
s respectable.

We have theplayground now and a
eredit to Downers Grove but they did
not come thru the effort of the clergy,
except one.

Chautauvqua—fine —the more play
you can bring inte the people’s lives,
young or old. the better.

Concert—yes. why not?
it be noiseless ? ’

In another passage the following
statement is made: “They say the

boya will go te Chicago and else-

But would

——

BRYANT WASHBURN
in

“A VERY GOOD
YOUNG MAN”

A Wonderful Comedy

change their hour of waorship in or-|
der to allow the congregations to at-|

where and get into deviltry, Answer:
that kind of boys will do it nnmr .
Somewhere in the Bible the question
‘is asked “Am I my brothers keeper?”
Sermon after sermon has been preach-
ed to us that we are our brothers
keepers. The position of the church
and its ministers is lost if the above
paragraph remains unchallenged by
the church people themselves. Or is
yours the position of the Pharisee
|when he prays.“l thank thee, O Lord,
that 1 am not like these.” I ask,
would it not be better to keép at home
these boys, give them the sport they
ecrave and by your influence build up
their moral standard?

When the revercnd gentlemen speak

of its relation to the family they are
touching upon the industrial question
and it should be the endeavor of any-
one interpreting the doctrine of the
carpenter of Nazareth to so shape our
industrial fabri¢ that fathers would
have more time to give to their fam-
ilies than just Sundays. How many
of those engaged in earning their liv-
ing can take an aftermoon off during
the week for a game of golf?

In conclusion, let me say, “Give us
funday ball; if it is wrong and im-
proper it will soon so demonstrate
itself and die a natural death, as it
must have support to continue ~wd
flourish.”

Dear Sir:
Some of us, while we dislike very
much to take any poasition epposed to

gion, nevertheless, must oppose its
|official stand on Sunday base ball.
|We think the stand of the Legion in
this matter is a mistake that invol-
ves more serious consequences than
l“ll members realize, and we oppose
the repeal of the present anti Sunday
base ball ordinance.

This world's truest welfare depends
upon moral and religious forces. The
jnest service a man can render to the
|world and to his country is the pro-
pagation of these lorces. And on the
other hand. the greatset harm that he

To the Editor of “~Te Reporter, I

the local chapter of the American Le- Lthe Day of the Lord."

can do Is the hampering or the erip- |
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setting apart of one day in seven to
be devoted specifically and wholly to
such activities of mind and soul and
body as will best help us in this
mighty task. If a man is to become
a lawyer, doctor, educator ,minister,
or member of any other leading pro-
fession, he must spend seven years
or more in special study, which means,
assuming that the average active life
of such men is twenty five years,
that they must spend at least one
third of their very best years in pre-
yaration for their life work. Just
s0, it is not unreasonable, but it is
entirely reasonable that we must
spend at least one seventh of our
time in special training for the high-
est spiritual and moral living.

The world is always ready to blame
the church for not doing more to pro-
mote the good and to abolish evil.
Then let the world allow the church
those things which she deems nepes-
sary in order that she may meet this
demand—among which is the proper
use of the Lord's Day. If some may
think us narrow we at least have the
consolation of being in good company,
as the following quotations wilt show:

“The observance of the Sacred Day,
which was willed expressly by God
from the first origin of man, is im-
peratively demanded by the depend-
ence of the creature upon the Creator.

Olaf K. Jorgensen.!....... And it is to the fatal tenden-

cy which today prevails, to lead man-
kind away from God, and to order the
affairs of Kingdoms and Nations as
if God did not exist, that is to be at-
tributed this contempt and neglect of

Pope Leo XIIL
“I regard the maintainance of Sun-

day laws of extreme importancejes-

sential, indeed, to be true civil liber-

ty.”

Ex-Justice Strong of the U, 8. SHa-
preme court.

“That the troops may have oppor-
tunity to attead public worship, and
resl after the great fatigue, the Gen-
eral will in the future excuse men
freunm fatigue duty on Sundays. except
at the ship yards or om special «e-
casions. until furthor orders. Wo may
have little hope of the blewsing of
Hoaven on our arma if we insult it

pling of these forces. The failure of
!lh- world to generate these fnrcrnl

sufficiently, made the Great War pos- |

by our impicty and folly.”
General George Washington,

\sible. makes race riots possible. maken
every evil which we abhor and detest.
| possible. We aim, by the help of
God. to bulld a world where these
things shall be no longer possible, |
We take seriously the petition, “Thy
Kingdom ecome, Thy will be done, on
carth as it s in Heaven." Now we

“The President and commander-in-
chief of the army amd navy desires
and enjoina the orderly observance of
the Sabbath by the officers und men
in the military and naval service. The
importance for man and beast of the
preacribed weekly rest. the sacred
tighta of Christian soldiers dhd aai-
lors. & becoming deference to the best

hold that the plgin Divine command.
und absolute aity, eall for I'.m'1

SPECIAL SHOW

for

FRIDAY, AUGUST

DICKE THEATRE

The Famous
MARY MILES MINTER

~- in
“A BACHELORS WIFE”

Matinee 3:39 Evening 8200

Ticketa, 35 centa
FRIDAY, AUGUST 15th

15th

{Continued on last page)

PAIRING.

Save Money on Tires

by having your casings and tubes repaired by the
vulcanizing process and save money on purchase of
new tires. Promp tservice.

CASING SECTIONAL AND INNER TUBE RE-
TIRES AND ACCESSORIES

Downers Grove Vulcanizing Shop

108 South Main Street, near Maple Avenue

Satisfaction guaranteed.

Fred D.

Steam Heating -

Our Monuments

are executed from a variety of ae
ceptable designa and every detail is
leoked after by experts. That is why
our monuments always appeal to good
taste. If yom plan a memorial in
your plot we will show you a great
variety of designs to choose from.

ARTHUR R- BEIDELMAN

Phone 35- R

NAPERVILLE, TLL.

= ————

Heinke

PLUMBING

Sewer Building

Gas Fitting




