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“And The Star Spangled Banner Forever Shall Wave,
O’er The Land of The Free and The Home of The Brave.”
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LETTERS FROM
DOWNERS GROVE

cd was another and much higher hi"] :

and we went up and over the hill
seer what was on the other side When
reached the top we had to keep
“-l" Hl“il"l' COVEr s Wi wWorne I'.Iut- it
Iﬁ?w kilos from the front and Jerry
Feould have seen us plainly, It was well
tworth the risk though, because the
(view was simply  wonderful. In the
foreground was a beauliul  valley
through which a well known river
wound its course and then disappear-
ed amorg the distant hills. On a bare
slope. which rose gradually from the
opposite side, was plainly visable a
vast net work of trenches much like
a huge spider-web and presumably the
front line. Here and there coud be
distinguished a small patch of green
timber and away off to the left on
what seemed to be the highest point
of land in sight we could just make
out the ruins of what had once been
a beautiful castle. Now, however, the
French say it is a vertabie nest of
Fritzie machine guns. Then stretch-
ing in a complete half cirele beyond
the most distant ridge wis a string
of PFritz's observation balloons, nine
in all and distinetly visible from those
nearest  and almost opposite us to
those farthest away to the right and
left. These balloons were warning
cnough to lay low because there are
sharp eves glued to a long range tele-
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scope in these greenish grey sausages

SOLDIER BOYS s ey can see tor many miter
Started back for camp so as not

likes of which 1 hal never seen be-

fore,
It scemed a place stripped of every

JOHN KIDWELL'S IM-
PRESSIONS OF FRANCE

to miss dinner and on the way we
-}nimpi}' hadl to stop and pick some wilid
blackberrvies, They were very plenti-
(ful thru the woods and surely did
| taste good. Ate our fill and then pick-

——

1st Prize won by TITAN TRACTO

with the highly ereditable score of 354% acres, the men operating the tractor were both soldiers, viz: Private W.
Drewett, of Hastings, and M'vivate R, Beard, 8t, Mary's Croyv, kent,

DOWNERS GROVE REPORTER. DOWNERS GROVE, ILLINOIS

POTTER MF'GC & LUMBER CO.
BUILDING SUPPLIES, LUMBER, COAL, MILL WORK

Portable Garages, Poultry Houses, Cottages, Poultry Equipment, Supplies, Etc.

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS

“REDYBILT”

\

Yard Entrance on East Curtiss street.

PHONE 15

After 6 p. m. phone 83-J or 89-W,

SSE————

Open (o Endlnd, Scotland and Wales
" For the Gordon Selfridge Prizes.

WON BY

“T"‘AN” TRACWRS l}

IN THE GOVERNMENT PLOUGHING SCHEME
FOR THREE MONTHS

No, 2,536 for the highest acreage
achieved for the 3 month's period

“i. 4.0 Gunner Carter & Private
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Somewhere in France,
October B, 1914,
The Downers Grove leporter,
Denr fricods:

The Downers Grove Reporter is one
of the things | anxiounly await: for
and the conlents of which are greed-
ily devourcd. It s one of Lhe strong
links between me and my home and

thing except the groumd and the uk;-_[

tiod's ervation amd man's work lay |

in ruins, A few piles of bricks ﬂml]n
stones was all that seemed of a once |
peaceful village, and the trees, what |
was left of them, stood up like bare |
monuments in some cemetery. Not a
leaf was left and hardly a branch, and |
in many cases the trunks of the trees!

ed a cap full to cat for desert at
dinner, They were dead vipe and ~ery
sweelt and would [all off into our
hands at the slightest ouch. Only
took aboul a half an hour for us tu
pick a cap full and then we beat it
for camp.

Spent the entire aftermoon doing
bunk fatigue amd afller supper went

period —Oxfordshire —265

2nd Prize won by TITAN TRACTO

ACrs.

Iale, for acriuge for the 3 month's

The TITAN Always Scores

No matter where it 15 used, or what eompetition it meets, the TITAN 10
depended upon te make a ercditable record,

20 KEROSENE TRACTOR can be

The “Ploughing Schemoe” of the British Government. open to all tractors in England, forvign or domestie, aim-

had been blown to pieces. Long since
the civilians have left this part of the
country, and will not return until the
war is over, and then they will begin
the enormous task of rebuilding and
cleaning out the country.

you.
On ono oceasion, not long ago, |

was expecially glad to recolve it We
had been expocting mail for about two
wooks bul on accounl of our frequent

[t!uh'n the road about three kilos to
'the next Llown Lo sov some movies, The
| theatre which wa+ an old barm fixed

‘up for the purpose, was packed to the | know that he has. or that he i« zelling, the tractor that wen thix contest. Titans are all alike,

door amd, of course, the audience wa- |

entirely  compossl of  soldiers. '”H'!I

i

crop production,

ed to stimulate quantity plowing within a limited time, so that every availuble English acre should be ready for

It should be a souree of satisfaction to every Titan owner in the United States, and to svery Titan dealer, to

and setmingly incossanl moving, our
mail was greatly delayed. At last il
came, or o bo exaet, vory little of &t
came, and my share of it was the
Downern Grove Reporter. Under Lhewe
circumstances, | assure you, ila now,
was very ecagerly mad. And when |
have finished with my ropy there are
many olhern who read il, so in a4 way
Downers (GGirove Ia beecoming very well
known in France

Franee, iteelf, g rich in
beauty. Many poople are of the opin-

natural

I have seen many thiegs here that
| shall never forget amd the othe
night | raw something that will atay |
with me perhapa longer and more vi- |
viellly than anything clae |

| was returning  from a twenly
four hour session at the front and |
was wilking down the dark camoul-

Nage road, a» quickly as possible 0 |

{1 might get back to my dugout, get

womelhing to cal aml lay down nm’l'
il my weary bones, 1L was ntnmtl
10 o'clock at night, and | stumbled |

orcheastin

pretuns were ver) gooxl and & ]ll-’l.':
(drum, phiana ) |
furmnished plenty of lively
| understand that we are to have i
little vaudeville show hoere Il}lltﬂht Lisin. |
These are what put spirit into us, 'l
tell you and fill wse with the deter-
mination to lick this blosdy Hun. Lick |
him good and lick him soon and the |
soonier the better,

Must close now. Getling late amd
we have lo feed and water 68 horses
before mesa. Hope to have some mail

vielin  and

musi,

Hawkins & Hawkins

Telephone 267-)

Dealers in Deeving. 1. H, C,, John Deere and Janesville tools

Mu habit a« | can. Have seen a great
deal of New York now but | have «till ]
more te see. Went down to New Jer- |
sey after the munitions plant had |

blown up amnd It looked n« if it h:..lulr

been bombarded by 168 inch shells fn;l
a week. 1 am going through the New |

bon that it greatly resembles our New
However, 1 think it
1 resie,

oveer the iregular road which had
been shelled at regular intgrvals for

the past thrre wecks

The romd led up te the top of a very

England siales
hills, vallycs and many small
fook wvery much like eentral Migsouri,
and | have seen places here thal are
aliwost duplicalesl in thal state. )is
trees, particularly, ils pines are the
same, Lthe only difference | think be
ing in Lhe color of Use anfl mndstones,
they being white hare, while in Mis-
souri "“:1" srern & reddish h;“‘“-' a village, that had been there before
But France is changed from i), _ L . But what was it and what
former self, there is mot ome corner| .. . rean? I didnt know and can-
of it that doesnt in some way bear| ., 4 ~tand the reason for it. The
the stain of war. In (e e m: only explanation for it was that it
town i Which “HTMTH: was new troops camped for the might
read in the Shees ' . there, and in ignorance of their prox-
of the horrors of war. The cost “: imity to Jerry's line and not realizing
$lently expressed in the black tha what a aplendid target for either ar
every woman were and mest dramat- tillery or bombs their lights made.
H‘lh-m::d:::"h many refugess whe I think this struck me se forci-
el s T . hly because it was reminiscent of what
The. shiry, of. T "-f“r..ﬂ o . that roadway might have been in years
one. and most of them arrive a' some sone by and it made me think of sut

dood astounded at the spot. The hill
aicde and valley was ablage with lights!
It looked like an Pnormous city, rach
litthe group of lights might be a cmall

place of safety without ome earthly own roada and the surrounding coun- |

belonging except what they wear and ) wi i inking lights in the
carry away. Families hnrnmwd nrpu.:- ;:L“;h s M € s

ted; some of them tell mmg t.lrlsr The boys over here are accomplish-
of how - member o ':' "ling great things and all of us hope
was detained by the imvading T‘Jth:t we shall soon be home to tell
snd how all their properly s p'_‘ you ourselves of the many things
fered and destroyed. And now in their happening in France.

new location, they make their living Sincerely,

from the American troops, who they|, .. o gijwell, Jr.

look upon as their wealthy saviours.

Many times they take advantage of

il charie susibiindi setaen wn| W RRRSN WELLS —

account of the umiversal opinion that TELL‘; OF a
Ny made of money. -

R AN ey . Franee, Sept. 17th, 1918,

Ahout six or eight weeks ago, we
were moved from the English front
to a portion of our own secteor; and
here for the first time, | saw for my-
self real warfare. | am seeing it now
and am convinced that [ have seen
enough. In fact all the souvenir I
want of this war, is the memory of
the many thigs 1 see every day. “Sou-

My own dear Dad:
1 am hardly in a mood for writing

letters but have absolutely nothing
else to do for the next few hours ex-
cept git in an old orchard in the shade
and pretend I am watching some hor-
sen,

Since 1 wrote Mother last week the
veniring” is quite an occupation and|weather has cleared up and we have
the pﬁfnmﬂTm relieved of their be- [enjoyed a week of much needed rest.
longings before they get any distance We moved back into .the big dug-
from the line. out and stayed there till yesterday.

I saw the| Twas a regular place too, and all
electrie lighted, Yesterday noon six
of us were told to make up our packs
and report to Regimental Headquar-
ters. Which we did and here we are.
Taking eare of a bunch of new horses
which are soon to be divided among
the different companies. Then we shall
ot tranape back with ours and will probably
s hciless ﬂmmﬁm:ham for a week or ten days.

It seemns as though the war is a

' long ways off these days and at
tahtnmulHnddlnui: times it really is hard to realize that

we are in truth but a stone’s throw
out |fTom Germany.

heard some| Sonday last was a beautiful day
- ' Man’s =mﬁﬂhﬁ: and T went fnr':
Land. 1 Joshed & it e og :jﬂﬁlﬂlniﬂﬂmm

just behind the lines. We had moved
twice in one week, each time coming .1
little closer to the fromt. The third
time we marched directly imto the

H

atevp hill where it turned sharply to |
the right. | made the turn and thrnl

rsoon. Our last was roevived on Sept,
Tth. Bushels of mal love te you Dal,
;lu Mother and to the girla.

: Az always,
Your son, Warrem (Wella)

'MICHALEK CAPTURES
| I8 GERMANS

Somewhere in France, Bept. 17, 1918,
Dear Sister:

| have réceived your letter aml was
glad to hear from you. | am well and
hope you are the same. | am sorry
| couldnt write to you soomer but we
have been to the front and have just
come back. We went over the top but
I got back this time all right. T ex-
pect you heard of the great American
drive, | was in it. This time [ paid
'the GGermans for what they did te me
_Jin June. I'm sure [ killed four o1 them
and shot at many others but there
was s0 many men shooting that we
counldn’t tell who got them. 've eap-
tured 18 and have the picture of four
which | am sending to you. | have a
fl’"r!rmln waltch, an Officer's belt and
thia fountain pen. The pen belonged
to a German Officer but it is mine
o,
| We captured one big town and ad-
| vanced a few kilometers. You should
have seen the battle field, it was fil-
led with dead Germans, equipment,
big guns and everything else. 1 have
the picture of it. The Germana had the
town since 1914. You should have seen
the French civilians kiss us. They were
quite a few of them in the town and
told us the Germana treated them like
prisoners. At first they thought we
were British troops.

I give my regarda to all at home.

Good-bye.

John S. Michalek.

WILSON DAVID
WAITING TO SAIL

Brooklyn, N. Y. Nov. 1st, 1918
Dear Mr. Staats:

I am getting the Reporter regular
and am surely glad to get it for it
always bringa good news from home
but it hasn’t recently on account of
the fluu Well, T have something to
say about the flu itself, its amn awful
bad habit to get

1 have now met two of our Downera
Grove boya in the Navy since T have
been on the Receiving ship. They are
William Brady and Johma Kropp. 1
gueas you kmow the Kropp boy that

last summer,

Az I have forty-eight hours leave [night, ome of the _

spend it knecking
village here, but
way from the bad

I goess 1 will
|a.n¢ulmlilﬂ.
keoping ae far a»

Gregory's name from Downers Grove

or not so [ enclose the piece which

I clipped out of the paper. 7 130 D‘]I

| York American some day when | have

timee amnd see how they run off the

papers wilh their large preua

am still waiting to =ail. Haw

waitedl long enough now but as it is

getting cold on the high seas now, |}

am nol 20 anxious. ‘

From your old devil,
Wilsen B, David
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A. F. JOHNSON TAKES
PISTOL INSTRUCTION

-

Camp Logan, Texas,
October 31st, 1918,

Dear Sir:

Just a few lines to let you know
am getting along very micely here.

The weather ia very changeable and |
last Sunday it was so cold we had
to wear our overcoalts nll day and
Monday it got warmer and has been
all week so far, We are gotting mare
work piled on uz now since we have
A new company commander and we
are taking instruction in the automa.
tic pistol. Have to take it all apart,
piece by piece and put it together
again. We expect to go out om the rifle
range soom amnd see what kind of
marksmen we will make. Have 'wen
watehing the casnality lists in the
paper each day and in the Houston
Chronicle of Oct. 28th, | see Frank

in the list of wounded. Did not knmow
whether you had heard of it bhefore

(GGet the Reporter each week and
read the letters from the boys acroas
the pond with interest. They are ex-

5th of next month and there may be
some from Camp Grant.

go and play for mounting of guard

in a short while. Best regards.
A. F. Johnson.

PLUMB WANTS TO

—

A. E. F. Franee, October 5th, 1918

Just a few lines hoping they will
find you well an th:y leave me fine
and damdy.

We have been having very disa-

g

by. We had a little

pecting 8000 mew men im camp the|. - : - .

a pair of eyes. The new guy claims

Will have to close as we have to|teT® i3 & rat in our dugout as big
na a dog.

here. There is not a square foot of
ground but what it is a shell hole. T

cannot  tell
who are nollin the immediate war zone

MEET THE KAISER |can mention the name of towns they

are in.

Deareat Mother: a large town close to ua many times
in the early days of the war.

over shell torm roada and under shell
fire hauling ammunition and rations,
greeable weather, raining nearly every | have seen many exciting timea and
day, It is very muddy, but you see | hard times but would soconer be with
that it doesn’t stop our progress, The |an artillery battery than to haul shells
cooties and rats are enjoving my com- |because Fritz shoots at us and we

|worked at the Dicke Tool Company|pany more and more as the days go|don't have a chance to shoot back, but
the other|we'll get them. | am enclosing a couple

|
!
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onr
had a2 mdiom wateh,
ger
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The light that says
There it is!

&
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LOOK out for that tack!!

Don’t let the dark trip you.

Don’t stumbie over a chunk of nighe.

Don’t trip on achair wrapped inblackness,
Don't fall victim to the garden rake;
or the baby’s tin soldiera that lie in wait

for your bare feet,
Don’t flirt with fickle night,

Go where you want to and get whas you

go after, and do it decently,

Take an EVEREADY into the night—

and make things easy. You'll
before bed-time.

g T EESE

The country is sure torn up around

you where I am. Boys

You have mentioned the name of

I am encouraging a heavy truck

of a German
down a

was shot
the square

61 South Main Street

Duplicate Keys Made

nead it

Phone 30 Days
117 R Nights

e S—

damage to a first aid hospital.

The American Red Croaa, Salvation
Army and K. C. are the three organ-
izations the boys look for The Y, M.
C. A. is doing good work in Paris
but we are not fighting there. I was
made a first class private a few weeks
ago, s0 get more wages now.

I received a letter from a girl in
Algonia, Towa, who is a nurse now.

that she hoped to meet me in Franea,
but I be darmed if T want to meet a
nurse, I'd rather meet the Kafger. 1
cannot fanecy that old sh in
system and be singing, “T dom™
to get well.” Hal Ha!

I have nothing more to say so
conclude for this time. Geod-bys Mo-

thear.
Your loving som,
Fred (Plamb)

£

:

fone
hoad eame |
sss if they had 4 Ifmmm-mﬂ.




