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Iﬂf n: can u<r a few French wond-

D owne rsS G rov & R-e p O rt er ‘and some speak fairly well. You a-k-

lesued every Friday morning from the
Company,

———r

C. H. STAATS, EDITOR

-

Enteved at the ‘Ilp“'m-rh (vove ost

Advertising rates made known upon application.

pcr yaer.  Single copies .

“And The Star Spangled Banner Forever Sha

clmont and Forest Avenues, Downers (rove,

office of the Downrs Grove Publishing ¢ When we work ‘all nigmt "
Minois. 'handle ammunition. Yes, we do, ami

sometimes have to go a lome way:
"after it The distance does not maties
'what we wantsd cooked,  ete. Why,
if it only does the desired work when

Officr as second ela i mail matter.
Subscription rates $LT5

Preas (lud j

it Wave,

O’er The Land of The Free and The Home of The Brave.”
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LETTERS FROM

DOWNERS GROVE
SOLDIER BOYS

LIEUT. T. H. SLUSSER
IN THE “BIG SHOW”,

i
{
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Augu=l 9,
|

ob<ervalion oml  hostide
pluncs have an unpleasant habit of
cotiinge nver carly in the morning b
b ativone s awoake aml shosoting

o Fow steon s of machine gun bl et =

Coovepy  zteen b

Fhevic 1a ~0 tnuech Lo L I AR LT 1N | .' Niorw, | huave el Keeld all about the
could wiite ot all at woubd taked o can atand and probably mare
me iy s o Pt il D have bevnoancagen 0 paal for you. T hope that )

the “big Show™ on the [rent nocth
of Chateauw Theevry, My las? Aation |
in the line was on the bank- of th
river Vesbe amd 1 hod thee bonen ol

going into action forv the Dest timee
in Lhe laking of the villugere ol (g
which 1| beleve the pages nentuned
ns« & =omew hat boilliant affuan

August 10, 11K

When we canns o Lhe (‘hatean '
Thicry pecto: an msler canve oul,
cutting dov.n Uhee of Dieer o hawyupe Lo

|
|
A |uu.|l"H'I|- cach, hes meeunld iof wami -1-1|

|I“I.|IIFIH' In'lilhll.;-' -1||'|. lu-hnul, -"ui.l'lllll
ingly | hunteal arouml aml (ound me |

an enlisted mun’s haversack and pack
carvier amd pul inlo all the prs e |
pramge | had with me (LT, pial
leel up one of my () v blankets

a halfl of n shelter Lent el wae rveimly l.
i

Lo move

I carried this pack until v e il
the attark on the village of Cirrges
hot aml we hal Lo H"“I

It was
Lhoyougeh e w o !

aquite o distuney

vy

ol ol veu toe much for yon
of miml. You
the men in the

JHIRE
own groenl  amml  peaee
think Uhat
are g desperate pl'll|_ all
They only  oeva-
there dang. So
take the higgh  Digghts |
whoon  Vou consl et the

them

TIITEL A 1T
mfunty
e Linne,

= JEFINl !I i

s il
mueh
Feow

by il
by e

oul ol
ALV et A rreal
| “found mveell™

wholo peture

(On thing which

Jdeal of =atisfariion

aith my nen,

| bowrse ol, Lo rowest amd stele Tood
fari Lhp==m Crom other outhits, Oy { am-
iissary wis very poor and we had

fen dday -
Then n

bat 1o conkesl meals an

()iherr oult ol s
hige ~hell tony o hole in the mad neas
my platoon. An artitlen kitchen fell
iy thee hole aml was abandoned tem
porarily at least. 1t hal half a ke
orv so of ground eoffce on it, We ton’
ma=l of it and for twn mormings |
madde coffee for the boye, {when Lhe
ol ol the company had none) in o

woere haetler,,

We aerr nat ‘“‘hl thal we wear ing | h‘lﬂ' ean. ilowm 1N lhp H“““l"*f'.‘lnu riiins

onee fired from the gpan. Oh, yes, |
was going to say where we are at pre:

‘sent and have been for u menth or
' zo, there are no civilians =0 we cannol
have our “Freneh-fried” and egugs, ete.
Cbut wait until we get another chanee

cat them, Qur mess at present i2 very
"goold but have praciically no drinking

vwater, and what little is used is bod-
Cod o else doped with chemicals, Have
'not hwd a bath for a long tinmee, bt
Cthis aiternoon if @ can gel haold !
o litile water will take a veal bath.
UF 1 don't the cooties will be making
pests on my hide,

e inand o letter from IFiank Dew
!u-g this o, o, and be and Rube [Yone
Jinet George Staiger in a Y. M. U A
juat shartly, but they are a long way
feom here. Would ke o see them
s wiell as the others over herie,

“he has vedered
Eongrland CHmi)
e bt =0 far ke nat P iy e

Folosimiane voparlae® ‘hat

tweo Dboxes of

P
EELY {1

them. Seems funny o fugaves 1o

118 [

Ceeivesi packinges froc theee sl Pt i
voleved
§ IERTLRF

oundds wom! |

Voo ure exprebting to be

\
ar  almast Lithes mons, sl

anh
‘tw o test camp. Say that
i
Unly hope ue
until vur full tone Qs
hus been guite a long beerterr amad
will fiavee
al honw, as my Lime

O, Yea | might add Uhat I have
Cween masle acting covporal of a sec-|
“tiom w el millds mors wark., (suas’

[ am nearly 25 busy as you are. Hlow '|

about it? Am Feecme line il bl
Ocvans of love for yvou all, | an |

vour lowving YRILL T

Gilbert R, Laecey.,

EXCERPTS OF LETTERS
FROM EARL DOWNER

Dvar Mother:

I owalll wiile U Fiswa  limics= Dan forl LT

T

know | arrivesl =ale 0 Foitnes
warn't ~eueleh nl all. The w apl e
niee .'|,||-| l Iillp- b [l Lang, Tl

covunt
evivisl may sl ettt | wenil

I ligren’t secn and of the o s Crvimn
Civave veel but | hoge Lo soon, |

yoel |

I hivu s

I vl thieshing

yvou o vy

L L I T uwful busy. | am

along  MNine.

DOWNERS GROVE REPORTER. DOWXNERS GROVE, ILLINOIS
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POTTER MF'G & LUMBER CO.

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS
BUILDING SUPPLIES, LUMBER, COAL, MILL WORK

“REDYBILT"”

Portable Garages, Poultry Houses, Cottages, Poultry Equipment, Supplies, Etc.

Y ord Rt cace o

Foasr & uiTisy wfren!

W

s et 85-a or

PHONE 15

e

to u~, and it can’t come any ton ~o0t.
won't he calld back |
v, Now ll"ll.ll I——
—_ 1‘
I __*J‘ L
ta bie for all the doas ones! -
s very hmitedo |y

Hope U ruzh wi'l soon be over. [

bivink = J* vl | |1lh|r- ELIERL

You odon’'t et f|l-'lh*|- ia fine but

L

J. D. GILLESPIE &

61 South Main Street
(Duplicate Keys Made)

Telephone 30
Day or Night

|

The reveiving of |
aure Kevps nie

hoye done =0 [

==

AT HOME

i |0ng_ ﬂﬂd l"!f." a

I |

" PENINSULAR STOVES

= The best on earth for you right here

ask us for PRICES

and post vourself before buying some
- unknown make that will not last you

general disappointment

Telephone 30
Day or Night

Co.

to make an atltack aml when | «aw

that there was sonvtlung unu vl e
Arvip it el

al=n ra

g on | simply had Lo

arvl leave il

behiml | was

rying A Afe amd the heal was teg
rifie

We were Lhen an Lhe linee of sup
poriz and awung oul of The  wonl

intn a large open field aslopin, down
townrda the village. As we o tlown
close to the villag ran inlo con
sidjerable machine
down te avoul it
were hit in the thigh, the
ing out at the kner

The omly possible place w herr the

fire could be coming (rom was the
facing

wir
gun fire and Iy |

hullet com- |

partially ruined church tower,
ua. over which the Germans hadd hoist - |
ed the Red Cross, We opened fire on|
t and things quited down a hitthe. |

We then wenld the town and
located aarselves eclose up aginst a
hank = Lich afforded :ome protection
an the other M b "wvm. Hepe
we wrere shebbed s aslidy Do thr -rn-l
dark. Severul of

11T

el

until
bt

four hour

Angr men weoere

Thr

next marmieg at B0W o rn!

- [ i H H o & |
we went over the top in a big atlack ey, alarm, and off to sleep e g0 way wv

on Pelger Wonds, My platoon was 'n
firet ware, | canpot tell you all about
4 mow in detail but our platoon was
finally forced to fall hack amd we
waffered heavily from machine gun
and shell fire. The only time | was

touched was when some kind of 2
splinter cut a small gash on my right
temple.

Our ohjective was gained anyway
in spite of a temporary set-back and
from then on (from July 31) te Aug-
gat 8 we were marching or holding
supporting positions m the rear of
the retreating Germans, up to the
banks of the River Vesle.

Two days after the first after-
noon’s fighting [ went back to the
place where [ had left my pack, hop-
ing to find it. But I had no success.
There were emough packs and per-
aonel helonginga to equip a division,
but 1 eould find no trace of mine.

One thing which iz so different
from what you would imagine. |
must tell you as it gives an interest-
ing sidelight on life with the infan-
try, following up a retreating ememy.
In the matter of sleeping at night,
everyman hunts for some hole in the

. ground—a ditch will do, the deeper

and mnarrower, the better, and if it
is not deep enough, make it so. Why?
For protection against shelling-—it
takes almost a direct hit to get you
and direct hits are hard to get. Also

Goeveral of my n'rl*nlr
=

aften the last month, but as often a

o wome farm buildimgs, sot on firw
by The Larmana
Fxerrpts from lelters wrillen by

| ieutenant Harey Slusser (o his fam:

il

[ \CEY WRITES WHILE
SHELLS PASS OVER

Yaomea here in Franer, Aug. o, 1918,
My dear Brother, Sister arvl Hubert:
Have reerivis] several of your le
e containing various pictures - you
have taken, and will =ay that | am
mighty glad te receive them.,

wow | have net written home ver)

da

I eould, as we have been very very
My mail keeps coming in bu!
have not bheen able o any
antil now. | have a stack of it an

husy
answer

do not know when 1 will be in pos-
ition to take eare of il

The last two nights we have harl
a chane: td sleep. being  disturbed

ot 'y hy  =ar alert calls three or fou

times each
tn 1< now. as we just reach for our

masks and have them ready for amy

I am letter with the

ntention of having plenty of time
to finish it but do not know
come. There is 30 much to wri e about
in such a short time that one Jardly
knows what to write first. Was glad
to reeecive Carrie's letter & couple of
days ago along with several others
from home and friends. Right nmow
the Hun shells are passing over my
head singing their merry fongr, and
| am glad that they are going over
and not stopping to tell me their mis-
sion.

We are located on quite a hill and
to the right of us is a six inch bat-
tery, and to the left our own which,
when being fired makes it impossible
to hear your own voice while trying
to talk. But sleep, say, | ean sleep
right through it all. Say, but 1 am
glad 1 am here; | would net mias
it for anything. Yes, we have hard-
ships galore, but that makes you feel
all the hetter after it iz all over. Have
seen some great sights, sickening and
otherwigse. Just think of holding
ground just taken from the Huns a
couple of days ago, and that is what
we have dome, and some in less time
than that. We do not know what re-
treat is. Our slogan is “ALWAYS
ADVANCE”, and hope it always will
he.

One of the girle asked me how
we made the French people understand

starting thi=

in a ditch yon are more concealed

that is very simple to us now., All

vthing
many letters  now hut don't wory, buay answeling th.aa .
visr will gt a few, You know those air battlex § ha g
’ rln en telling yvou of, well that 1= whai
Did you hear from Johnny | ui.hlth '« nbout. This incident took plaece

| knewn where he was but | will I""I'"1:'~I;|.lunl;u night., Aug. I Along about

tell you' (1 p. m. onc of ou) friendly Jorrws

for him. You know | cun t

all 1 like to. How are Fred
amdl the boy s griting along T | gurs
Carl will be having a great time this
agmmer. | bope 'a s griling along
good with his work, know it ia harl
for him with it all te e alo.

BT

w ot il

It seema as if it was y PAre |
since | saw syou but | hope 1 will
Again Tell the folks around
there | havent forgotien Tem Pven
if 1 am far away. i

Well as | am writing on my MeRS |
kit it makes it haid and | have wnt-
ten all 1 can think of this time, W rite
as often as you can for that i= the

hest mews of all that comes from homo

LM IT

and | will get it even if 0 thoe 2
take a lone time, The wheat  lonks
gooul  here bt the (ields are amall

Well T must close now. (yond hyve and

el blers you, as
Iywar Mother and Father: .
| will write you a frw lines to let

e,

night. Nut that iz nothing you know I am all right and hope yo1 prettiest,

to. 1 was nut to take a =vim in
L river noal here and that iz S only
have of taking a bhath, There

are

lare a lot of blackberres
L yoad but very few apples

"were heard,

'vay= locaterd him, then the fun con

along the |
Pron fm'-;

the nuiaj.gﬂ to send the Reporter if you ran. te flames and in

came mer o drop @ few bomba, Yes
anid very few he drpped. It diel not
take Jong until our powerful search
lights were playing the heavens when
once the hum of hia powerful moter:

It was about 11:530 when our T
menerl. A few anti-air-craft shiapn
were firesl at him but they =oon cra-
plane -

edd Tiving when they =aw oy

an the job, theye were zeveral of our
plancs that surrounded the Jerry aml
that gave him ne chance whatever,
The only thing for him to do was to |

antil the carth was on ita wiy to meot

the buming Jerry machine

Of the four Jerry and Allied mach- |

inez 've zeom bt riown this was the |

It was the fourteenth shot |

that did the damage. You know in

 some cases phospherescent bullets are |

usedl, that's how | kmow which shot |
dil the work. After the [ourteenth
shot was fired the machine burst in- |
less than a few min- |

| Deoes Carl come over to see 3nu'."!rutr.~t it had fallen. |

:,I suppose he comes alone now aml
lhelps Pa with the work. Well as it|but sounded as if it was omnly three

| ia getting late | must bring thi= let-
lter to a close, hopmag to hea~ (rom
Ve sOo0n.

Yours truly,

Earl (Downer)

REHM SEES THRILL-
ING AIR BATTLE

France Aug. 14, 1918,

Dear Folks:

At last we have moved from our
osld office and am stopping here for
the day and night. We intend to move
closar to the lines to-morrow, at one
time we were quite close to the lines
but the Jerries have been pushed hack
an far we must move in order to sup-
ply our men who are following.

We got a dandy delivery of mail
today, in which [ reeeived ome letter
from John, one from Harvey, one from
Margaret, two from Lee and several
others. I don’t think I have any com-
plainte to make about the mail, do
you? A week or two ago I received
i4 or 15 letters that is the best [

It was about three miles from ns

blocks. You can imagine what a noise
three tons of steel would make fal-
ling thro the air froom a height of
10.00 or 1200 feet. [ forgot to tell
you the battle lasted from 11:30 p. M.
to 11:53 p. m..

Bright and early Sunday morming,
Theron, another fellow and myself
went over to see the machine, and can
say it was mothing more than a lot
of debris. We were lucky enough to
get a few souvenirs off the plane
and of course Theron was not satis-
fied with those so he fAecided to rifle
one of the finished Jerries, Well he
rifled one alright and got a 20 mark
note but as luck wonld have it | went
a little farther and found a 50 mark
note. That sure was |luek don’t you
think ? All of the fellows thought we
did fine, so do 1. The Major wanted
my 50 mark note so I left him have
it and in retarn he gave me $15.00

I did want the mark note too, but
I thought as a souvenir a five or 10
mark note is just as valuable. There

will be plenty of opportunities to get
more of them. Guess you folks will
think we are awfual for rifling a Jerry,

:Il Takl iy =weie '\-hl“l'!i'rlll"l 3 =

quirement s
hewrh! of a bu=

s =nmn. vou know

pn'l.'l.i L
full jaer e avallable i a mement
ing o be done

fine: man can handie a greater am
ho e =

vflfor newsl
A= lrlhﬂ as it gris firel, ol am! wnater it
what 1 meanz: o vom Lo
=N Yyou can take adyantage of every 1

IRLY A L

t he

limnitead by
Fivaca LH‘“FI At

Ave Pll‘ﬂ[}" |!r
In ths moming
harmess

only he

favorabe howr

no (ewdhing. vwateringe and

l""lﬂ1 Tlr :I"I‘l".'l [l | im a 1‘1-:],'-?‘.1- 'h:ﬂ" *Iih

It 1= about all they average man wants to do to hamile four horas<

I“ hen |||-|~ltng' nr --nuuﬂh power o l"'” ane or [an llfnu <« (e man on A
go forward and thal he did. Soon the [ tractor can razily handle enough for threee or four plow -

' machine n battle commenced and as | b= ?
machine gun bat hibiici ’” . Fitan 10.20 Causes No
our atviaters are superior in all ways |
. |'H“ z Heeanse nf the l.;lr:{'r iliamet e
to the Jerry's it did not fake

compared vith thiz, a 170-pound man

"1:"'
OFf 110 owner: of tractors a0 the

not pack the soil

long | amil wa wh
RiTitan 10-20 has a pressure of bt 11 pounds per square inch on the =oil. Aa

Injerious Sail Macking.
I’,nr

af the drve wherels, Lhe

mearing a No. X choe creates a pres

aure of 14 pounds per square inch, while a 1400 -pound horse pulling a load
i presEare 1'L:Il_hi!'ll.l_' froom 19 (o 33

ponmils pes inch.

T <an

--|-|;4.r|1

“irthwest, the Lractor dons

Hawkins & Hawkins

Telephone 267-])

I'alers in Deering., 1. H.

C.. John Deere and Janesville tosls

Will give yon a brief deseription of |
the machine. First of all it was brot |
down from a height of 10,0000r I::!,ﬂﬂﬂ‘l
feet. August 10, 1918 at 11:52 p. m.|
In length it was 98 feet, wuith 156
feet, it carried seven or nine persons,
had five motors 300 horse power each,

weight about three tons, and had a
speed 90 or 100 miles per hour, and
five propellers, it also carried 10 to
15 bombs weighing 300 ™hs each. It
wasa the firast machine its size to be
brought down in France or Allied
country.

The piece | am sending separate
from this letter is a part of the rad-
der. Am enclosing herewith a shoulder
strap of a Jerry uniform. Will send
more souvenirs later. In a day or two
I'll send a detnoator from one of the
bombs that was with the Jerry mach-
ine. 1 extracted this detomator from
the bomb myself. It is perfeetly =mafe,
g0 don’t be afraid of it. 1 hope all of
these souvenirs reach yom 0. K. Got
the pictures and Arnold’s address O.
K. Will write him in a day or twe,
Must close now. Remember me to all
the friends,

but that's nothing over here, all of
the fellows do it.

Lovingly,

Laurence. (Rehm)

DWIGHT COX AT_F!_H]N';
THINKS HE'S LUCKY

1918,

Franee, August 9,
Dear Folka:

We are all well and | hope to get
pome letters answered while | can.
We sure have been having a busy
time of it as you can see by the pa-
pers and it's only too true. We sure
have had our horszeshoe with us al-
right as our battery has suffered no
casualties as yet. We have been on
the go for some time and now have
been relieved for just a little and
hope soon to be at the rest camps.
As we and our horses need it, but of
course shock troops are here and
everywhere so we cannot tefl what
will come our way until it hits. My
Bond iz paid up and I hope to be able
to take another soon. We have been
paid so T have $60.00 in French wall
paper and waiting the pleasure of
the rest camp.

Yes, we have heen on the fromt
evepf since we arrived with the Bat-
tery. Just at first it was a little easy
for us. But =ay, talk about washing
and bath-rooms, Ha! Ha! Our adloth-
ing would run at the sight of water

(continned on page 8)
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