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“And The Star Spangled Banner Forever Shall Wave,
’er The Land of The Free and The Home of The Brave.”

‘most of what I have seribbled.
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LETTERS FROM |
DOWNERS GROVE
SOLDIER BOY

WARREN WELLS

WRITES mm ]h.JL heaps of duhﬁﬂ..llure and there
la single shell had hit ope comer of
“OVER THERE"”
Somewheore in France | j,t ysually what the shells had fail-
July 1ith, 191%. |1, demolish, fire had finished and fin-
My Dear Dud: ished well, The business district lay
Our mall service seems Lo be some- |, o4ty in the middle of the street and

what unsettled still and we are get-
ting mail written way back in May.
Mother's of May 21 came in night be-
fore last and last night we received
a baich of papern

There were four Reporters for me,
May 10, 24, 3land June 7 and believe

|ible 1 shall send to Mother for soms

dollars.

semml any more. Have very little op

for mess again so shall resume later)

1 to 3 the same hours tomorrow.
F Good many of the D, G. fellows arve
'somewhere in the vicinity now but

{T sanding  the grounds were “ﬂhinlilﬂ yet | have seen none of them. Shall

was here that the distruction scemed

greatest. Even the cemeotery had been

torn to piecvs and fragmeats of tomb.
oncd and vaults were scattered to

all parts of Lhe groumis.

An awful picture to paint to you

but only typical of what has Lappened

undoubtedly run across some of them
‘the, very soon, Am going to wrte

ja building tearing it away completely Harry E. and find out where he i
aud leaving the remainder untouchedl. located. May get a chance to see him

some of these days.

llelieve we shall move before wvery
long. Our preliminary training is a
bout eomplete and we are ready to
take up our regulur work. Don't kunow
ns yet what that work is to be bul
‘here’s hoping for a regular job.

Have made this a teriibly drawn
out mnd splotchy letter but it will
have to do for this time. Shall try
and write again in a few days altho

us all they were good te sec. They (1o hundreds of these beautifu, ""'iu bard work to make a letter out

were the first onen we had seen since
the middle of April and | have read
them all thru from Lop Lo bottom.
Was much purprised and pleased to
see Lhe greal number of new names
on the Honor Rell. IBH in all now.
Goodnena bul the old burg must sure-
ly be dead now,

last Sunday was a gloclous warm
day and really emjoyed it Saw aml
learned more than any day siner we
have boen in France. Another fellow
and [ started oul for a hike about
B:30 that moming. No place in par
tievilar to go but just oul to see the
sightea. We cut acroan the flelda and
followed the river for several milen
Finally turned away (rem the strvam
and followed an old railread track for
awhile. It had not boen wsed for some
montha amd the telophone and tele.
graph wires were broken amd acat.
tered in all directiona. Here and Lhere
one of Jerry'sn shella had struck the
road bed and aplit a rail in two and
splintered a few Liea into kindling
wood. Well we saom tlired of walking
the track, a0 took (o the road and
headed off toward a once happy amd
thriving little Fremch town and (o
eated om a hill and buried in a patch
of beautiful timber While making our
way up the hill we stopped twice lo
ook over aeroplanes or betler say the
twisted and battered remains of what
had once been planes. There waa very
little left, however, to identify them
as soch and we could not even tell
whether they had bheen Allied or Han

jquaint little Freach towna that have
beem strafed by the Hun since the war
began.

Twe hourn of wandering among the
riins was aplenty and we started for
vur camp abeut 3:30 P, M. Stopped
for a few minules Lo glance over the
remains of an abandoned prisen camp.,
[t wan merely a barbed wire encle-
sure of about 300 by 300 feet square.
(It was just a temporary prison where
the captives had been kept over night
on their way back from Lhe baltle
front. Thought we might find a so..
venir or two among the rubbish but
had mo luck =0 started on our way a-
Fain.

While still about four miles from
it'adly nccepted a left, Got to talking
te the driver and he invited ua over|
te hin camp for supper and spend the |
evening. It was only a couple of kilon
heyond our camp so we went with
him. After our supper which ronste-
erdd of bully beefl (cormed beef) brewd
butter, jam and tea he took ns to what |
the Australians call a concert but in
the U/, 8 is called a vaudeville show,
And it was good. Positively the fun-
niest thing | ever saw amd only cost
a franc (20 centz). They had a tlnhj
dy string orcheatra which played many '
pretty pieces from some of the old!
romic operas. A ltl.:rhulhrlhlﬂ-!
in one end of an old frame hﬂdhg!
ahout a hundred feet long and thirty !
feet wide, seating capacity of about |
0. They had real painted ascenery

machines. While looking at the second
one lying beside the rmad, a sudden |
whistle warmed us of the approach
of an invisible messenger of steel, )
and we turned in time to ace two of
Jerry’s well known 5.96 explode in
an empty field at the bottom of a
hill a scant 300 yarda below us. The
hang and smoke had searcely cleared
away when others fallowed and fell
im the same wvicinity.

Well we just sat down at the edge
of the road and watched them explode.
They were doing absalutely no damaege
and | remarked to Watta that | would
like to see him dump his old 594 in
that field for the rest of the summMer,
About 25 shells fefl there in less than
five minutea and then the bombard-
ment ceased as suddenly as it began.
Don’t know what his target eould have
beem a2z we were the only ones
any where near where the shells were
falling. Must have beea trying to lo-
eate a well hidden battery of .75a or
12 pownders | guesa. We then pro-
ceeded on our way to the town which
started for amd about which
many an interesting

and picture in your mind our rough
surroundings, our dugouts
with sand bags. The big guns boom-
ing from among the hills on all sidea,
The
occasional rat a tat tat of their ma-
chine guns as they battle with the
Jerry’s,

the deserted and demolished towns,
thousands of acres of slowly ripeming
oats, wheat and rye which are being
trampled down and will never be har-
vested, and in the midst of all this
above this little theatre with its little
andience of nearly 300 men who are
trying to forget for the moment at
least, everything of what is going on
outside. Can you imagine full dress
suita, starched collara, silk gowns, the
string orchestra and the footlights

for their acts and had rigged up a
set of acetylene footlights, There were
several acts consisting of comieal
sketches, a fine quartette, a one act
ekit ecalled, ‘Dress Rehearsal’. and
some soloa, One of the fellows teok
the part of a girl and was dressed in
a beautiful =ilk gown. The men all
wore full dress suits and looked just
like professional actors. The show end- 'I
ed with the song we all know so well,
‘Over There' and was sung by an
“Aussie” dressed In a Yankee uni-
form. The final pieces of the orches-
tra were, “The Star - Spangled Ban-
ner” and “God Save the King™.

| have made a very poor attempt
to deseribe this comcert but just try

hankad

acroplanes over head and the

Then the remains of the railroads,

'I have a chance te use them some

|to Mother Dear and gobs of love to|

and among those zinging a Seotty,
three Tommies and several “Aunsies”
and two Yankies, my partaer and
myself. Could yon guess the songs?
My Mother's
Fingers and Ten Baby Toes”., While
outgide Jerry is merrily sending over
head a few shells, as if he is jealous
of our “We shonld worry spirit.”

on guvard all
great night to be on guard. On the
front [ could see the battle raging,
for the ridges ahead of me were just
clothed with fire and with the steady
ramble of the guns it sure was In-
teresting. Above you could see the
pale moon mow and them thru the
clonda. Then suddenly the greaf
searchlighta began to send their
flares up into the heavens. [ con'd
hear the “Ban” “Bu”™ of the Jerry
machine. Then | saw a sight I'll long

found Jerry. He seemed like a white
ghost, dipping first one way and then
the other, trying to dodge the earch-
lights, but every where he wenc they

of what we are usually allowed to
write. Even some of this letter will
probably be censored but we hope not
enough to really spoil it.

Heen having some gueer wealher
all this week and Just mow nod to
‘llurh into my dugout Lo aveld a smow

er. Raina for about 156 or 20 mlnutm}

!lln:l then clears up for a couple of
hours and doos the same thing over |

agmin.

Am glad that Mother sent to. ad-
‘dreossea of the folks in Eaglana. nad
lost the ones Grandma sent l'll._#l:lﬂr

of these fine daya !
Tis after R o'clock and have anoth- |

er letlter o write before | go on '

camp a truck came along and we ‘Trr'mht For bngcs ok Dad doa’t |

work to hard this summer. | know'

work is eme of your failings and you
eant keep away from it but you must
take care of yourself, Am feeling fine |
and dandy and getting tanned up
something fierce |
Hope | ean get hold of a souvenir
from some dirty Boche soon to send
|

te you. |
Heapa of love to you Dad, oodles

the kiddies.
The U. 8 boys are “Yankz" to all

of our Allies
Aa always,

Your "Yank™ Son Iln}‘ time getting the damn bridges up.

Warren (Wella)

ADOLPH WINTER TELLS
OF BEING UNDER
SHELL FIRE

July 16th. 1918

Somewhere in France.

Dear Mother:
| am now gitting in a small Ans
tralian Y. M. C. A_ writing you a few
limes. It ia a very interesting place.
I will try and describe it to you. A
Hut with a few wooden tables, an
old piano and a few benches. Arounsd
the piano we have a Tommy playing,

Rosary”, “Ten Raby

I had today off beeause of being
last might. It was a

followed like
sny more than I did that might. l"'"”“"

little devila. Finally he

e N R e L W L L
s by _ . . R . .

Well we finally got back ta our
camp about ten o'clock and bélieve
ime I was tired. Had walked ahout fif-
teen miles and enjoyed the happiest
day 1 have known for some time. Am
afrmid I have not used the best of
grammar in this letter, Dad, so please |
don't put it in the paper will you?
I started this at noon and have had
to stop several times since then, once
to eat, once to drill and again for re-
treat, so it is quite a patched up af-
fair. Hope you will be able to wade
thru it though and will understand

It is impossible just at present foi
me to send vequests home for pack-
ages of any kind. A chunge in the
system of handling these requests i
the cause of it but as soon as poss-

woolen sox and another sweater like
'she made for me before. | also want
'to send to Mr, Rice for a comfort kit
which he has offered to send. They
~ay it is a dandy and worth about 7

Thanks very much for the bill you
enclosed in your letter. Did not need
lit very badly so you must please not

portunity to spend money and the 62
francs 1 draw every payday is more
than enough to last me thrw (Time

| Have had zu.;pp-u'r and find that 1 am
lon guard tomight. From 9 to 11 anl

'quih- a chat about old Downers Grove

I[iﬂt | mean the French)gare Jerry
quite a wallop in the last few days.

maybe well start for our homes a-
erogs the sen

of luck,

E. H. KUPKE GIVES

My Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bamhart:

convinced that | have forgotten you,
but not so,

only of short duration, 3 weeks. Am
now down here, having beemn here
since August 10th. This is a wonder-
ful place, probably the largest camp
in the U, 8.

tents
the d
down

a tent in the
like this place
Greenlealf we were in barracks, and
our life
soldier. Here it ia quite different. 1
am definitely assigned to this Hes-
ptal unit, and our work econsista main-
ly in finding the proper work for each
remember, for the searchlights had |man in the onit. I have already been
assigned to lecture to the enlisted men
on Anatomy and Physiology and as
soon as [ can arrange it shall work
in the Surgical Wards
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Telephone 30
Day or Night

lines and was moon lost in the dark
e A

The medieal lad attached to our
company i a great fellow, We had

| have picked up quite a lot of in-
teresting souvenire but | guess it ja |
practically impossible to send rame )
home. Among them are a German |
bayonet, caps, bultons, Jerry baltet = |
and elc |

Well today is July 23d. and | guess |
I will finish your letter, | was sl
denly sent up to the front te work
aned just got hack. Things are rather
warm up there. The first night | dwl
not aleep much becaunse of the crasc.
lera rear of the guns, mived in with
Jerry’s shells exploding. Put after a
bit a “feller”™ geta used to them the
same as anything else,

We put up a pontoon bridge unde:
shell fire at night and believe me
Mother, everybody worked, inclodine
sergeanta ete. alse we did not lose

| suppose you know by thiz time
that the Yanks and Froggiesiby Frog

A few more wallops like that and

Wishing you and Father the best

Ad. (Winter.)
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QUAINT ACCOUNT
OF THE SOUTH

Base Hospital 61 Camp Lee,
Petarsburg, Va., Aaogust 13, 1918,

No doubt you both are thoroughly

My stay at Camp Greenleaf was

e,

ven tho we are obliged to live in
with the tem., from 108-115 and
of perspiration runmine
back while sitting under
shade with a breeze, |
very much indeed, At

was that of the ordinary

While emroute from Camp Green-

)
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a couple hours at Bristol, Tenn. and
Va. & most unusual city of 22.000. It
is located in two states, has two time
tables, Tennessee Central time and
Virginia. Eastern or 1 hour earlier,
2 colleges, 2 highachools, 2 city halls,
{in fact two of everything and best [girls enjoyed it as much as [ did my-
of all an unusually efficient Red Cross
[Canteen. When | arrived there the
girls took me out in a big ear until
train time, showing me all about their
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POTTER MIF'C & LUMBER CO.

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS
BUILDING SUPPLIES, LUMBER, COAL, MILL WORK

“REDYBILT”

Portable Garages, Poultry Houses, Cottages, Poultry Equipment, Supplies, Etc.

Yard Entrance on Last Curtise street,

PHONE 15

After 6 p. m. phone 83-J or 89-W,
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J. D. GILLESPIE & Co.

61 South Main Street
(Duplicate Keys Made)

Telephone 30
Day or Night

Tractor Demonstration.

Outside of our man power the greatest aid to our sation Lo
day is our farmer. We have got to hand it to owr farmers,
who are feeding the world to day. And next in line for credit
comes the Tractor that helps the farmer feed the world

The Titan Tractor is at work b+~ to home and also at the
front so what praise we give the Tifan is not out of place.

A farmer owning a 10-20 Titan has no worries, he can An
any kind of work such asz threshing, sile filling, grinding, saw.
ing wood, culting grain, plowing, seeding and a great many
other things with it and when he stops work he does not have
to have a barn full of oats, corn and hay to feed owt.

We will give a demonstration of plowing with a 10-20 Titan
on the farm of J. Klein occupied by John Gansberg 1mile
south of Downera Grove on the East Grove road on THURSDAY
AUGUST 22nd. COME AND SEE THE BEST OF THEM ALL

Hawkins & Hawkins

Telephone 267-)

e are able to supply your wants in
ICE CREAM & DRUG SUNDRIES

PHONE US AND WE WILL
DELIVER THE GOODS!

HOUSEMAN DRUG CO.

Phone 6 Cormer Main & Cartiss Sta,
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beautifal city. Believe me 1 certainly
did enjoy and appreciate it, and then
just before I left they treated me to
iced tea, a piece of chocolate pie, afiM
cakes, without exaggeration they tres."
ted me royally, and 1 am covtain the

self

No one can reaily appreciate the
Red Cress, Y. M. C. A. and K. of (.
continued on page §
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