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Letters from Downers Grove Soldier Boys

L
¥ MARRY SLUSSER

WRITES FROM
“OVER THERE"

| I
Am. Ex. Forees, France,
March 29, 1918.

Baxr M.

W is 9:15. p. m. and when I came

p the stiecet & few minutes ago il
was just getting dusk. ‘Tomorrow Is
Decoration Day and will be celebiated
Bere with fitting ceremonies. Already
from many windows the Tricolor of
France ls proudly flying. It seems
o look différently here than when |
Bmve seen it back in Chicago. Here
R is at home.
. § am still uncertain as to what m)
Bmmmediate fature will be. By an-
giiber sudden change frequently met
with in the army the Director of the
Schoals bas been relieved and sent to
Srooge. This may mean that the pre-
st adjutant will be relieved also.
There is absolutely no use in specu-
Iating as to what may happen. The
enly philesophy is to take what comes
and try to do the best possible under
e circumstances.

As you see from the papers the big
dicive is on again. [ presume by this
e even the mosat optimistic idiots

in the States realize that we
& tremendous task ahead of us.
shall win. There can be no ques-
about that for the righteousness
our eause - is as certain as the ever-
hills. But as to what sacri-
shall be required of us that re-
to be seen.
our chatter and weakness and
muat be paid for with bloed and
we a8 A people can only bow
hemdy and say to the God who
we through, “Just and righteous

Thy judgments altogrther.”

American citizenship must
. It has come too casy.
Balaps the American Prople will on-
By De Benught to a realizsstion of thel
Bassihgs whea they Bave gome thru
e Valley of the Shadow of Death.
Wa value highly those things that
Bave cost us dearly. You remembe)
e Roman Centurian who stood n
we before the Apostic Paul, who was
& sative born Roman citizen and naid
*Thia «bizenship | bought with »
great price.” It will be well if we
el 09 22 & natien. And then If our

children and childvens” children for-

get not the price.
I wish so much I could be with vou

tomorrow on Decoration ,Day. The

day will mean meore in the States, |
doubt not, than it has meant for many
long yvemrs. 1 suppose there will not
e quite the same interest in  ball
games ete., as formerly. The eream
of our youth will not be there for they
are over here, or fast coming to play
the oldest man's game in the world.
[ must bring this long letter to a
close for it is late. So long as |
am able to [ will write you just as of-
ten as | can. But do not be alarmed
if there Is a break, because | may not

ly.
As ever,

Harry (Slusser)

LT. JOHNSON
SIGHTSEEING
IN LONDON

The following letter was received
this week from Lt. A. L. Johnson
by his sister, Agnes:

Dear Agnes:

Am now over in old England, and
have travelled the entire length of it.
It is a very beautiful eountry, small
ficlds and hills parted off by well trim-
med hedges and shrubbery in bloom,

| am located at Wincheste: the old-
est city or town, and which was the
capital under the Romans hundreds
of years B. C. as well as by the Sax-

If it shall be that |ons, Normans and English.

Am in London on leave for a few
days sightsecing, etc. Read your
history and you can tell what | am
seeing for | intend to see everything
of Interest in London and elsewhere.

Yewterday | attended church serviec
nt Westminster Abbey, and Lhe King
and Queen were there, and also the
Princens Mary. The King tipped his
hat to a number of American officers
that had saluted him and he rode away
wilhout any escort as far as [ could
ne e

I have met & number of [ellows in
the . A. F. who knew (ordon
(Reied) well., 1 will probably rum in'o
him hore

There was an air raid here last
night for the fArst time in three

nonthas, you ne doubt have heard of

*il, already in the newspapers. |1

be situated so [ can write so frequent- !

Wik
not frightened, but you can imagine
what a commotion there would be in
4 crowded street. 1 was not far fron

where the bomb fell. About a quay-
ter of a mile, « cannot tell you the
damage that was done.

I have got to quit this let'cr and
go to tea. | am getting just like the
English, go to tea at four o'clock, and
the English have got to have their ten
even if the war has to stap.

' Beautiful weather over here and
the days are long. A couple of weeks
ago it did not get dark until about
eleven o'clock at night, that was at

Liverpool.

Love to all,
Arthur

e

FRITZ SACKSTEDER
WRITES INTER-
ESTING LETTER

The following very interesting let-

jter is copied from the Springfield, 111,
Sunday News, of May 26.

On Active Service with the

Am. Ex. Forcea.

April 4, 1918,

“My Dear Mother:

“A long time has elapsed since my
last letter to you, but I believe I can
make up for it now, as | have a com-
fortable place in which te write and
alseo the time. My [ast letter was
written from the froat, so is this one.
This, however, is on another trip up
here, as we have had a rest since
them. We are very eomfortably lo-
‘eated here. There is very little going
on at present. | am now located with
my detail of six men in 8 mice cozy
little room with all (7) the comforta
of home.

“We have a room on Lhe spcond
fAoor of a house, The room is emly
about 12x14 bat we have double bunks
all but mine. We have a good sine
table and plenty of benches. [Im ome

“We are just getiing used to this
kind of life, as we have not had it
heretofore. While at the front the
other time we weve forced to keep
on the alert a good deal of the time
lodging souvenirs with which the
Boches were kind enough to present
us. For example one night we were
awakened by heayv firing and as we
lay listening and talking about it, we
heard a whiz-z-z and then a crack
and bits of tile flew around ever our
bunks., In the morning | found a
piece of high explosive shell under my
bunk, about 2% inches long and 1
inch square. [ kept it for a while
but forgot it when we moved from
that section.

“Mother, no doubt you have heand
the statement that it costs $10,000 to
kill a man In this war. [ could not
believe it was true until | saw it. We
used to sit and watch the Boche shell-
ing our various positions, and that
was most of the time. It was verv
interesting to see the way they sheot
all around a target and not hit it. On
two different occasions we were for-
ced to take to our dugouts (abries)
because they were dropping too close
for comtort. There is one big advan-
tage we have and that is we ean al-
ways hear them coming. It is pos-
sible after some little practice to tell
almost exactly where they are going
to land also to duck in plenty of time.

“The first announcement of the fact
that a shell is coming is a high pitch-
ed sound. which becomes louwder and
lomder. It sounds a great deal like
the whir of an electric self starter on
an sutomobile. By the time the whir-
ring gets real loud you can tell wher=
the thing is going to land. If it is a
big one, the best thing to do is to lay
fiat on the ground if it is in a radius
of 160 yards. In several instancep |
was out where they were falling pret-
ty close. At the first sound [ became
very much interested in the shell. As
is approached 1 became still more in-

cormer (i another table againat the |terested and began Lo look for a place

wall on which we have our radieo o
quipment, with roem for lwo oprra-
torn. We have a stove and plenty of
Are wood s0 mother dear, you can see
how little we suffer. Our kitchew i
just outside the door downstairn. We
ge down and get our mess and come

up here and eat it; pretty soft—"Com- Imake yoursell protrude above
|surface of the carth as little as pon-

mena!™

L o Rt

to flop into.

“At such a time a small mound of
dirt 3 or 4 inches high looks very wel-
come indeed; If it is the only thing n
sight a shell bole looka like a home,
In the meantme the shell is coming

on. The next move you make is te
the
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| turtle.,

sible and .y, but you can flatten out.
You then lay there and wait and you
don’t have to wail long for the shell
is coming on, although you succeed
in making your helmet, which is nov-
mally only 12 inches

very much, before | am called back
to the mess hall to help the oook,
You see, everybody gets a chance at
that and it was just my luck to be
one of three, out of our company, to

in  diameter,
cover about two thirds of your body. | weather.

serve as kitchen police in this hot
I began last Sunday morn-

“My! How you wish you were a jng and I finish tonight, for which I

By this time the shell has ar-
rived and you welcome the seund of

hear it you know it did not hit you.
The next thing to worry about is the
pieces, they alsp announce themselves
with a musical hum, which would he
pleasant if it were coming from ahn
organ. Again you wish you were a
turtle and vou cover as little sgpace
as poasibl: until the hum has ceased.
The danger is over now until the next
one sends oul its announcement. An-
other good thing is you can generally
time them.

“The most gratifying thing of all is
to go through all this preparation
and to have it land with a thud and
fail to explode,

“The most trying thing about sheli
fire ia the noise they make in coming,
that gets on a man's nerve.

“The worst thing about this war is
the gas. It is a tremendous bother
because vou never know when it mav
come, For this reason you have to
carry gas masks all the time and it is
muoch in the way.

“We had a couple of gas atlacks.
One morming we were awakened by

the call “Gas.” By the time we werc

fully awake we had our masks on and
were safe. A mask is a very uncom-
fortable thing to wear.

“We are not engaged now, thouyh
at the front. Flease don't worry aa
a shell will have to be directed by a
greater hand than the Kaiser to get

me. lam your loving som,
Frederick Sacksteder.”

GEO. JOHNSTONE
WRITES FROM
FORT SILL
Ft.
June 15,
Downers Grove Reporter:
Dear Mr. Staats:
I have just time enough to thank
you for the Reporter which you so
kindly send me and which 1 enjoy

Sill, Okin
1918

T

‘am thankful,

i 1 am stationed down here in No
‘the violent explosion, because if you | Man's Land where nothing but the

bugle and the sand blow, and they
'blow often. Rain is very scarce here

(but when it rains, it rains.

Ft. Sill is a very big place and
there are aeroplanes tanks, Freach
guns, ete., moving about all day long.

I do not want to write a lengthy
letter but just a few lines to let you
know 1 reeeive the Reporter and be-
lieve me | often think of good old
Downers Grove.
 Again thanking you and with kind
regards, | am,

Yours in haste,
Pvt. George S. Johnstone,
oth Field Artillery,
Ft. Sill, Okla

chart of right Nviag,
are directly chargeable to the pareats,
who did not compel obedience during

the formative period of chlldhood:
asistence on a course of action

rule the domain of childhood and, ke
the lawe of a nation, they are
in the degree that they are

reason If we are to expect reasonable
rompliance with them — Mother's Mag-
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Demonstration at Mooseheart, Ill.,

quest of Governor Liowden.

direct to the farmers at factory price of $750 plus $25 freight and delivery charges anywhere in lllinois.
Fleck & Buchholz, the Hinsdale South Side Sales Room, are distnbutors for this section and will be glad to give any informa-

relative to the Tractors or the demonstration at Mooseheart.

FLECK & BUCHHOLZ

HINSDALE, ILLINOIS

Phone 58

750 Tractors have been assigned to Illinois at the re-

They will be delivered




