r oy wm ey — S —

“Over the Top”
| By An American Soldier
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“ Everything went lovely and it was &

howling success, until Alkali Jke ap-
peared on the scene with his revolver
loaded with blank cartridges. Behind
the bar on a shelf war a long lHpe of
bottles. Alkall Ike was suppoxed to
#tart on the left of this line and break
six of the bottles by uring at themn with
bis revolver. Behind these bottles a
plece of painted eanvas was supposed
to represent the back of the bar, at
each shot from Alkall’s pistol a man
behind the scenes would hit one of the
bottles with his entrenching tool
handle and soansh it, to glve the im-
pression that Alkall was a good shot.
Alkall Tke sturted In and almed at
the right of the line of bortles instead
of the left, and the poor hoob behind
the ecepner started breuking the bottley

Preparing the “Chow.”

o0 the left, and then the boxbholders
tarned luose ; bat outside of 1his Hitle
Basco ibe performance was a huge soc
eesn, B we devided 1o rum I for a

i

New troopa were constantly coming
through, and for six performances we
bad the “A R. 0." sign suspended out-
wide

CHAPTER XINX
On His Own.

Of course Tommy cannot al
prodocing plays under fire but
ia rest Bllleta he has numerces
ways of amusing hMmeelf. FHe (s »
great pambler. but never plays for
large staken.  (eneranlly. in each com-
pany, you will And a reguiar Canfleld
This man banks nearly all ithe games
of rhance and lo an undieputed author
Ity om the rules of gambling. When-
ever here 2 an argument among the
Tommies abnut some uneertaln polint
ad e whether Houghton In entitled to
Watkine' sixpence, the matier,is taken
to the rerognized authority and his de |
cinion e Anal

The two most popular games are
“Crown and Anchor”™ and “Hoose.*

The paraphermalla need In “Crown
and Anchar™ eounsists of a plece of can-
2R two feet by three feel. Thia I
divided intn siz equal squarea. In these
Muares are mminted a clob, diamond.
beart, spade. crown, and an anchor
one device to a aquare. There are
three dice weed. each dice marked the

Af the sanvaa. The banker sets
wp gambling outfit In (he corner of |
& Milet and starte bally-hoolng ent! &
erowd of Tommies gathers around : |
then the game etarts

The Tommiea place bets on the
quares, the crown or aochor heing
played the mest. The banker then
rolfle his three dice and enllects or paye
out a® the cane may be. If you piay
the crown and ome shows up on the
@ice, you get even money, If two show
op. yom recefve two to one, and If three,
three to ome. 1f the crown does not ap- |
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pear and you have bet on It, you lose, |
and o on. The percentage for the
banker Is large If every square I= |
piayed, but if the crowd is partial to.
MYy iwn squares, he hak to trust to |
foek. The banker generally wine

The game of “House™ s very popmiar
also. Tt takes two men to run it. This
fAame consists of numerous squares of
cardboard containing fhree rows of |
aambers, five numbers to a row. The |
sumbers ron from ome to ninety. Each
card has a different eombination.

The French “estaminets” in the vf)- {
Iages are open from eleven In the morn- |
Ing ontfl one In the afterncon In ae-
cordance with army ardera,

After dinner the Tommies congre-
Eate at these places to drink French
beer at a penny a glass and play |
“House.” |

As soon as the estaminet Is suff
clently ecrowded the proprietors of the |

G

“House™ game get husy and, as ihey |
term it, “form a school.” This consists
of going around and selling ecards at
a frane e¢ach. If they have ten in the
gchool, the hackers of the game de-
doct two francs for their trouble and
the winner gets eight francs,

Then the game starta. Each hayer
places his card bhefore him on the ta- |
ble, first breaking op matches Into fif-
teen piecea,

One of the backers of the game has
& smAll cloth bag Iin which are ninety |
eardboard squares, each with a num- | for
ber printed thereon, from one to nine | mn
ty. He raps on the table and cries |
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| (bag and draws forth a nombered

_5 I'l"“ll that particular number oa it,
j covers the square with a match. The

|  other backer immediately comes over

popelar.
dealer deals ench player three carda,

the fact that you only use three eards |
and cannet draw,
shufied untll a men shows three of &
kind or a “prile” aa it In called. The
valpe of the hande are, high card. »
pair. a ran, & Aush or three of a hind
or “prile.”
penny, so M & bard to win a fortune.

eame called “Nap.”
Bvery time 1 played it | went to sleep.

the highbhrows of (he company.
Eames they try “Banker and Broker,”

of the Tommie= how 1o play poker. but
berunee | weon thirtyfive france they
fAeciared that they didan’t “Tawney”™ the
&nme

- general ran never beard of poker, v

a game smilar o
“Royal Besique,” but few know how to
play L

cards in a section, and In & short time
they are so dog-eared and greasy, you
can hardly tell the ace of spades from
the ace of hearta, The ‘owners of these

them after much coaxing,

- mixed In with his hardships and, ern-
irary to popular bellef, the rank and
file of the Rritish army In the trenches

I ian eme big happy family.

Einia, at school, | was fed on old Me-

an oapinion of an Englishman about
equal to a 76 Minute Man's hacked up
by a 8lan Feiner's. Bat 1 found Tom-

tleman through and throngh. He never
thinks of knocking his officers. If one
makes a costly mistake and Tommy
pays with his Mood, there 1s ne gen-
eral cobdemnation of the offcer.

; A% It was with the Light Brigade at
Balaclava, to say nothing of Gallipoll,
Neuve Chapelle and Loo=. Personally
I rememher a lttle incident 'l'h!'rf1

| twenty of ns were sent on a trench

i will tell this &tory later on.

| there are servants, so In the British
| AFmMYy there are also servants, officers’
Bervants, or “0). 8." as they are termed.

name for them is “dog robbera.” From
& controversy in the English papers,
Winston Churchill
ment, as far s I ean remember, that
. the officers’ servants in the Rritish
forces

maoved two handred thon=and excep
tionally good and well-trnined fighters

that the officere, when gclecting a8 man

kpew the ropes.
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out: “flyes down, my lucky fnds”
All nolse ceases and every one Is at-
tention.
The croupler places bis hand in the

i S

, #quare and Immediately calls out the
number. The man who owns the card

one who covers the fifteen numbers on
his ¢ard first shouts “House.” The
tles,
. 10 him snd verifies the card by calling
. out the numbers thereon to the man
with the bag. As each oumber Is
called bhe picks it out of the opes
picked from the bag and says, “Right.”
IT the couont is right he shouts, “House
correct, puy the lucky gentleman, and
sell him a card for the next school.”
The “lucky gentleman” generally buys
one unless he has a miser trace in
his veins.

Then nnother coliection s made, a
school formed, and they carry en with
the game.

The caller-out has many nicknames
for the pumbers such as “Kelly's Eye"
for one, “Leg's Eleven™ for eleven,
“CHckety-click™ for sixty-six, or “Top
of the house” meaning nipety.

The game is bonest and quite en-

loyable. Sometimes you hgve foyrteen

slraw

|

and
Jopes'

numbers on your card covered and Ve

you are walllng for the Bfieenth 1o be
called. In an Imploring volce you call
eat, “Come on, Watkine, chom, [I'm
rweating on 'Kelly'n Eye. "

Waikios groerally replies, “Well,
heep out of a dralt, you'll catch cold ™
Apother game Is “"Puntoon,” played
with cards; It Ia the same as our
“Black Jack,” or “Twenty-one.”

A oard ganme called “Heag™ I also
Using »a cusine deck, the

It la similar to owr poker, except for

The dech In pever

The Hmit s geaerally a

The oextl In popularity e & card
It i well named.

Whist and solo whist are played by

When the gunmblers tire of all other

T spent & week trying to teach snme

Tommy plars few card gamen ] the

hire, sevén up, or pinochle. They have
pinochie  called

Generally there are two decks of

erka rometimes condescend to lend

80 you see. Mr. Atkina has his fun

Now in Vir-

uffy’s primary reader, which gave me

¥ to be the best of mates and a gen-

He

Jast pltied. It 1= exactly the same

id, only two of ws returning. but |

I =aid it was a big happy family. and
it is, bat as in all bappy families,

the American army the common
land,

made the state

totaled
s,

nearly two  hundred
He claimed that this re

m the actnal firing line, eclaiming
ona.
gervant’'s duty, genernily picked the
n who had been ont the longest and

servanis hold the rank of lunce-corpo-
rals and they assume the same duties
and authority of a butler, the one
stripe giving him precedence over the
other servants,

There are lota of amusing stories
told of “0O. 8."

One day one of our majors went lato
the servants’
“blinding™ at thew, saying that his
horse had no struw and that he per-
sonally knew that straw had been is
sued for this purpose,

lance-corporal (o acrount.
poral answered, “BHme we, sir, the

enough left over from the servants' |
beds; In fact, we hud to use some of
the 'ay to ‘elp oul, =ir.” .

It I8 needless to say that the serv-
ants dispeased with thelr soft beds
thut particular night,

Nevertheless Il Is Dot the fault of
the Individual officer, It is Just the sur-
vival of a quaint old English custom.
You know an Euglishmun canpot be
changed o o day.

Byt the avernge English officer Is a
good sport, He will it on o fire step
Hsten respectfully

should be conducted. .
gradunilly crumbling the once Insur-
mountshle wall of caste.

You would be comvimced of this If
you could see King George go among [ Is not wiming at snythiog in particular
his men on an Inspecting tour under
I-l'ﬂﬂl'lﬂllﬂbﬂurtllllth"m IR
cress in some shell-tossed field with
tears In his eyes as he rends the lo-
“woeription. And a Hitle later perhaps
bend over a wounded man on & streteb-
er, pulting him on the head.

More 1han once in & hospital 1 have |
sevnl a ltled Hed Cross nurse ll'tl'Hlﬂ;'
and currying for 8 woonded poldier,
perhaps the one who In civil life de-
lHveredd the cvml at ber back door, To
duy she does not shrink from lighting

his fag or evem washing his grimy

Tommy admires Albert of Belgium be
ause he la not a pusher of men; be
lends thetm, With him It's oot a case
of “take that trench,” It I8 “come on
and we will take IL" I
It i» amusing to potice the different
characteristicns of the Irish, Beotch and

Twenty minutes before
the top the English Tommy will st on
the fire step and (haroughly
the mechaniam of his rifle to sre that It
In in working order and will fire prop-
erly. After this examination be s aail-
isfied and ready te meet the Bochen

Put the Iriehman or Seotehman st
on the Are step, his rifle with bayonet

Axed between his kneen the boft o’

The Australlan and New Zoalander
= termed

name from the first letters of thelr of-
ficlal designation, Australian and New
Zealand army corps. i
Tommy divides the German army;, The day that these orders were Is
Into three classes according to thelr ™med, our captain assembled the com-
fighting abilities. They rank as fol- |
lows: Prossians, Bavarlana and Sax-  the Machine Gan school at 8t. Omar,

When up against a Prussian
ment it Is a case of keep rnurnlpperl

below the parapet and

T4
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But from my ebservation I find that| bang all the time and & war is én. Thie
a large percentage of the servants do| Bavarfans are little better, but the
g0 over the top, but behind the lines | Baxons are fairly good sports and are
they very seldom engage In digging | willing occasionally to bebave as gen-
parties, fatigues, parades or l‘lrl'.llu.|
This work Is as necessary as actually |
engaging In an attack, therefore I think
it would be sufe to say that the all-
round work of the two hundred thou-
sand Is about eguul to fAfty thousand
men who are on straight military du-

tiemen and take It easy, but yeu
Bot trust any of them overlong.

This sounds bhorrible, but (o fact it

In numerous instances, officery’
eliminated artillery fire,

ons and would not fire.

billet and commenced

He called the
The cor- | hoped that he was doing nicely.

wis |ssued, but there wasn't

tumble into his trench and keep
head down.

. be heard and It was Fritz's turn to

windows,

o Privatle
theory of the way the war
This war I
lin, and enguges In what Is known
the “mad wmioute.” This consists

Aring Ofteen shots In a minute,

will gt

in the nujgur hundreds of yards

from Erin's inle,

tralt of treachery In thelr makeup.

for parcel].
oul and grt these luzurien

i

L

Meeting a Gas and I.Illflntrr Attack,

which perhaps Is sinking into the mad WwWat. From that time on diplomatle re-
—the bolt couldn't be opened with a Iations were severed.

team of horses it Is so rusty—but he
fpits on his sleeve and slowly polishes spirit is best shown In the questions he
his bayonet ; when this Is done he also aska. Tt is never “who iz going to win™
Is ready to argue with Frite.
It Ia not necessary to mention the |
colonlals (the Canadians, Australlans .
and New Zealanders), the whole world |
knows what they have done for Eng- |

Returning to Tommy, T think ha

, but always “how long will it take?”

CHAPTER XX,

“Chats With Frita™

| We were swimming In money, from
the receipts of our theatrical venture,
and had forgotten all abont the war
when an order eame through that our
- hrigande would again take over thelr
| sector of the line,

the “Anzac,” taking the

.r pany and asked for volunteers to go to

[ volunteered and was accepted.
Sixteen men from our brigade left

for the course in machine gunnery.

duck. A bang-| This course lasted two weeks and_we

""ﬂ'i

At one polnt of the line the trenches
were about thirty-two yards apart.

easy, because nelther slde could shell
the ememy's front-line trench for fear
shells would drop into their own. This

In these trenches when up aguinst
the Prussiuns and Bavarians, Tommy
had a hot timevof it, but when the Sax-
ons “took over” It was a plenic; they
would yell neross that they were Sax-
Both sides
waould sit on the parapet and curry vu
a conversation. This generally consist-
ed of Tommy telllng themm how much
bhe loved the kuiser, while the Saxons
informed Tommy that Klog George
was a particulur friend of theirs and

When the Baxons were to be relieved
| by Prussians or Buvarians, they would
yell this Information acrvss No Man's
Land and Tommy would Immediately

If an English regiment was to be re-
lieved by the wild Irish, Tommy would
tell the Saxons, and immediately a vol-
ley of “Doonner wnd Blitzens” could

& crick In his back from stooplog, and
the people in Berlin would close thelr

Usually when an Irishman takes gver
a trench, just before “stand down” In
the morning, be sticks his rifle over
the top, almed in the direction of Ber-

—Just svonds over esch shot with a

heplng that one of bis stray>
Buue poor snsuspecting Fritz

hind the lines. 1] generally does ; that's
the' reason the Hoches bate the man

The Suxons, though better than the
Prussians and Bavarians, have a nasty

Al one polnt of the Hoe where the
irenches  ‘wre very close, & stake wasr
driven into the ground midway be
tween the hostile laea. Al night when
it was his twrn, Tommy would crawl
to this take and attarh some London
papers to It, while at the foot he would | 17 than 1 did), bad been to Coney
and ﬂu:rm.::l he had r::"""ﬂl""lffll-lr“‘l_hll-
celved from Blighty in the ever looked-
Later on Frits would come

One night & young English sergrant
detach the (Jerman paper a bomb o1

ploded and mangled him horribly Frita
had set & trap snd gained another vie. | Uerman snipers, who bad been cane

mark against him jn the book of thie

member of the Bulcld

wWas | pan Into the fire,

|

in readiness on the fire step.

pening outside of the ordinary trench
routine.

German lines was pulled off. This rald-
Ing party consisted of sixty company
men, sixteen bombers, and four Lewis
machine guns with thelr crews,
The rald took the Boches by surprise
and was a complete succens, the party
bringing back twenty-one prisopers.
The Germans must have heen awful-
Iy sore, becanuse they turoed loose a
barrage of shrapnel, with a few “Min-
nles"” and “whizz bangs” lotermized.
The sbells were dropping into our froat
line like ballstones.
To get even, we could have left the
prisoners lo the fire treach, In charge
of the men on guard and let them elick
Fritz's sirafeing bt Tommy does not
treal prisooners that way.
Five of them were brought Into my
dugout and (uwrned over Lo me so that
they would be safe from the German
fire,
In the candlielight, they looked very
much shaken, perves gone and chalky
fuces, with the exception of one, a
greal big fellow, He looked very much
at ease. | llked him from the sinrt.
I got out the rum jar and gave each
a pip and passed sround some fagn,
the old reliable Woodbines, The other
prisaners looked their gratitode, bul
the big fellow sald In Engliah, “Thank
you, sir, the rum la excellent and | ap-
preciate I, also your kindoesa. ™
He told me bis nDame was Ourl
Behmpidt, of the Bixty-sixth Bavarian
light Infantry ; that be had lHved ofx
yoars lp New York (knew (he city bet-

his

et

as
of
He

b

istand and many of our ball gnmea. He

believe that Hans Wagner wasn'l the
beat ball player In the world

club, Buving jumped from the frylu.
I was assigned to
section 1, gun No, 2, and the first tlme
“In” took position jn the front-line

During the day our gun would be
dismounted on the fire step ready for |
lnstant ose. We shared a dugout with :
the Lewls gunners. At “stand to” we DAflDE 0 Béc o wun cross the Great
would mount our gun on the parapet ]
and go on watch beside It until “stand
down” In the morning, Then the gun
would be dismounted and agaln placed

We did eiglit duys In the front-Hne
trench without anything unusual hap-

On the night that we were to
“carry out,” a bombing rald against the

breathing with difficulty. In o few Sl .

utes he opened his eyes and blinked i W ¥

the glare of the candles. i
The pair Lad evidently been drtel- - ¢

Ing heavily, fur the alcohol fumes

sickening aud completely pervided
dugout. I twrmed away In

iag= oL
g, L]
o
Al
L]

.. HIF

vide full of L« vae, .’.i

Ome of our wifirers could speak Gess )
man and he guvationed the dylng mam. 8
In a falnt vwee. intervupted ‘l’a
quent hiccougw. the unterofisier Colt | 18
s story. e

There had been u drinking bewg . ' 0
among the ollicers in one of the Ga g :q
man dugouts, tLs waln beverage balag -
champagne. Wiih a dronken lees SRR
Informed us thet champagne was ples- '/ '\
tiful on their side snd that It did set = &
cost them anythiog either. About v :
that night ti.e conversation had taywe - 15
te the “contemptible” Baglish, v
captaln il made u wager -
would hang his cap on the
barbed wire to show his contvug!
the Hoglish sentries. The wager
scceptod. Al eight o'clock the
and he bad crept out lmte N
Land te earry vut this wager.
They bad guvitem about
across When ‘Li¢ Jrink took

*

l & v oa

i

|

the ] usleep, After sbomt

two of slu wttempts the anbey- X,
ofizier bad u. . ni succeeded In walh-
ing the eapl. .. vninded him of Ms
bet, andl wary . Lu that he would b
the laighing »' . . of the officers’ mons
"h!ﬂ.ﬂt‘.hl-.upllli“m T

i

the cujdaln war (cusbling
'IHI“IWIIF‘I. an Mo g o
lines. Em the ¢ . rkuves
bearings and cru. wod toward
lish iremches. Tiny reached the

wire and were suddenly challenged
our seulry. Belag too drunk to

that the challenge was la
captalp refuscd to erawl bhack,
the untero | r comvinced his
Uy, they v re ln froot of the
wiree Rea' 2 this oo late,

|

H

§
3

it

the

L

alz) drew |- ovolver and with & __"'

erad carnc o blladly teward P

~ ach., HI ' ollcl mo doubt killed o
Raln. | iy
hen the " ul, came over and -

was, dylue- ol & good Job toa, 't :
Jaght. T snplale dead? Wl ;

- wouldn' i p sl the nawa

silon dlsks bou ey had et
Ning behind ) fure starting on i
Molhardy orre: '
Next afterny ' 1 we buried them T
our litthe comctcry apart from B
gaves of the Tonmben you y

Without gl * * us any further 0
mtlen the v ulinler dled i .
We seorch - 1l bolien for iduntiih

li.'..
.1'1!.-
SR .

I hromched the wubject
wp ke & clam. After a fow
e very innocently said ;

“Oerman mipery grt pald rewards
for kiiling the English

| ragerty aaked, “What are they 1™

killing or wounding an Bnglish nficer
he gets five marka, but if be ks & Red
Cap or Englich general, the sulper gets
twenly-one daye tied o the wheel of o
limber as punishment for hia careless
hesn "

Then he pansed, walling for me to
bite, | mappone,
I bit all right and asked him why the
miper was punished for killing an
English general. With a smile he re
plied :
“Well, you see. If all the Bnglish g£en-
etala were killed, thers wonld he o
ofe left to make costly mistaken ™

I shot hMim ap, he wan getting too
fresh for a prisoner. After a while he |
winked at me and 1 winked back. then
the escort came to take the prissners
to the rear. 1 shook hands and wished
him “The best of luck and a safe jour
ney to Riighty.”
I Hked that prisoner, he was a fine
fellow, had an Iron Cross, too. 1 ad
vised him to keep i out of sight, or
mome Tommy would be eending It home
to his girl in Bifghty as a souvenir.
One dark and ralny night while on
guard we were looking over the tnp
from the fire step of our front-line
trench, when we heard a nolse Imme-
diately In front of our barbed wira
The mentry next to me challenged,
“Halt, who comes there?' and hrought
hia rifle to the aim. His challenge wan
answered in German., A captain ln the
next fraverse climbed npon the sand-
bagged parapet to Investigate—a brave
but foolhardy deed—"Crack” went a
bullet and he tombled back Into the
tremch with a hole throngh his stomaeh
and died a few minutes later. A lance
corporal In the next plateon was sn en-
raged at the captain’s death that he
chucked a Mills bomb In the direction
of the noise with the shouted warning
to me: “Tek your nappers, my lacky
Iads.” A sharp dynamite report, a flare
in front of am, and then silence.

We Immediately sent np two star
shells, and in their light conld see two
dark forms lying on the ground close
to our wire. A emigeant and four
stretcher-bearers went owt in front and
Soon returned, carrying two Hmp
bodies. Down in the dagout. In the
flickering light of three capdfles, we

A

He answered : “WIND IN THE o
“For kilting or weunding an English Hj" A n* "
private, the sniper gein one mark. Foe - n ’ k.

There's a rustling wind in the poplae

From the swaying bough comes s Wil

O0'er the summer flelds in a hrooding

God cares fnrr‘thq-.-e az he cares for

“But the World’s at war and my bose
But your heart is fall of sweet »
Some day, when the battles are
Oh, then will my boy come bmek 9%

“Oh, love ean never lose its way
You'll see ‘your Iad again, sessl

Was it the Spirit answering ma.  * :
Or mht&ﬂﬂhmm et . O

i
go inte that conu tiry you will
Nithe wooden crmen ln the
the cometery sl « way Nrom
Theay rend

(Continued Next Week)

o

Lree,
And all the leaves futter in ane
stacy, .

bird's eall,
And God’s sunshine is over afl.

peace,
Oh, anxious heart let thine aching
e T

thess,
Whispers the wind in the Poplar
tree.

ny lad
Has gome, and my heart is lone sl
aad.”

ories
Sighs the wind in the Popiar

2 ?#j‘ *.'
and won F
And stilled ia the roar of esch ik

booming gun,

i LR
el 1Pl s

me ?

Tell me, oh wind, in the Poplar trem

e

voice so still and small thes spolis
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