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WoRs duels. “I do not won-
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that, when we please,
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and he passed on, with a wicked smile,
and rode away out of sight,

“The next day I heard that he had
quitted England under the dlspleasure
of the empress, and BOme years passed
before ]| was again reminded of his ex-
Istence.”

The ambassador stopped and flicked
his clgarette ash into the fireplace be-
fore us with much dexterity,

“It was In —— that I next met
with my baron” His excellency
checked himself abruptly and ap-
peared to be overwhelmed with eon-
fusion at having allowed this name
to eacape him. | was carelful to show
that I bad not heard It.

“You met him, where did you say ™
I asked languldly,

“In the domlnlons of the emperor
whose illustrious consort 1 have apo-
ken  of," replled the ambassador,
swiftly recovering himself, | had
Just been appointed to the
our embassy In the Imperia) capital,
and It was at a state ball given In
honor of the crown prince’s birthday
that I recognized Magratz again,

“He was moving about among the

who held a recognized position at
court. He wore on hig breast the
Cross of the order of 8t Luke, the sec-
ond order In the empire, and everyone
ADpeared to treat him with markod
distinction. Byt what attracted my
notice particularly was a young girt
of extraordinary beauty, whom he WAS
sacorting through the baliroom, and
who clung to his Arm with a deliclons
shyness. You know that I am not
eanlly moved by the BeX,; plecture the
fascination of this damael, therefore,
whep 1 tel! you that I had hard work
to n from going up to the baron
and soliciting an latroduction.

“While | was wondering who she
could be, and how Magrats had con-
trived to regala the Imperial faver, |
observed g movement in the crowd
through which the palr was straying
The bystanders fall back, and a young
man suddenly came through, a young
man with heavy Isatures and biood-

BE &yea, who was dressed
In a rich uniform blazing with the
#tara of a dozen royal ofders. It was
the crown prince.

“The prince, w
flushed with pleasure on catching
psight of the coupie, greeted Magrats
In & style of much ntimacy, and oa.
gerly took possession of his exguisite
Pariner, whom he led off through the
Apariments owt of my sight.

“"Magratz stood looking after them
with an expresaion of dark and rur
tive satisfaction Then he tourned
round. and for the frst tHme caught
my aye. He bowed with a polita,
aAlmowt cordial afr, and advanced
towards me through the throng.

" ‘Permit me tn welecome yon to my
eountry, M I"'Ambassadenr.’ he aaid,
axtending his band, which 1 arcceptad
with reluctance. ‘What iittle Infle
ence | may possess hare, and eqpe-
clally with hia imperial bighness, s
entirely at your servies. I trost yom
will allow me, within the pext faw
darn, the plessurs of paying my re
Wpecta ta you at the embaasy '

"While | murmurad my formal ae-
knowledgments 1 could not take my
o7ea off his face. It was donbtlase an
Mlaston, but | thounght 1 could distinet-
Iy perceive a faint purple mark where
I had sean the whip of the empress
descend

“M. de Magratz no doubt divined my
thoughts, or rather they wers con-
vayed to him without worda, by that
sabtle process for which sclence has
ROt yet Invented a suftable name. He
bit his lip and permitted himeelf an
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“Yes, yes; we will s
some other time. Do not

tract ourselves now, | beg of you.”

tlon, and his excellency went on:
Information

It appeared
In disgrace tor

that Magratz,

self again
ity!
had
Ing

without a reputation of & cértain
Her uncle conducted himael! In
affair with great prudence,
ing matters that his niece’s
Was not compromised,

brince became every day

sirange eltuation.
“Although I was still far from

pecting the real
had In view, |

boded no
Imperial houge.
prised, therefore,

conferance

and at once divined the mbject om
which she desired 1o coneult me

"Her majesty recelved me (n her
OWR Apartments, without anyone else

being present. a mark of m-nndrnnﬁlr
We

which touched me profoundly
had not met for six years, and | was
distressed 1o perceive the ochange
Which had taken place in this exalted
lady. Her finely cut features bore the
marks of suffering, and the ATquisite
Eayety which had formerly distin-
ruished her had become avarcast.
Doubtlesa the sad fate of her rela
tive, the king of Bavaria, bad done
something to effect thia alteration, but
the chief cause, | mora than suspected,
Was the anxlety given to her by the
condoct of her son.

“Tt 1a

on thus mesting me Again. It was her
firet worda on the aubject of the

crown prince which roused my alarm.
hoped, M I'A mhassadenr,

“T barve
that an old friend like

ba able to
my son,” she said, ‘and T ook eape-

yourself might
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The ambassador imimnd rnlmtlmr
E of that
ug dis

I excused myself for my  interrup-

“From Messang | gathered enough
to confirm my uneasiness,
after being
#¥0me years, had re-
cently been allowed.to present him-
&t court. Fatal magnanim-

Unpardonable forgiveneas! He
come up from his estates, bring-
with bim this niece, who had im-
mediately cast a spell over the crown
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-“But pthce suck & marriage

at the same time,

to render any other alllance impos-

sible, the coneequence would be, in gr-

fect, that the line or the emperor
would become extinct in the next gen-
erstion, and the crown would pass to
#some collateral branch of ‘the imperial
house,
“Well might Magratz trivmph In
such a pessibility,
one thing to advise,
not see hpw I could have taken any
different view. .
“‘You must arrange a marriage for
his imperlal highness without delay,’
I sald with Armpess, ‘Let him be dis-
Patched at once to some court where

prince, a Young man unfortunately not
kingd,

this
50 manag-
reputation
while the
more des-
perately enamored: and all kinds of
conjectures were afloat &8 to what
would be the ult!mate lssue of this

Bus-
object which Magrats
could not help seelng
in all this some machinatlon which
g00d to the peace of the
I was bardly gur-
to receive om the

there e & princess of sultable age,

Tud ordered not to return till the be-

trothal s an accomplished fact.’ -
“Ah, how profound is the Instinet

of &8 woman! Her majesty lmmediate-
ly replied:

“‘But I dread the effect of a love-
less marriage on my son. 1 know too
well—" :

The ambassador broke oll short at
this interesting point, and began
coughing with violence. The clgarette
8moke seoemed to have got into his
excellency’s throkt.

“But I weary yYou with this long con-
versation.” he observed, as soon as
the coughing had subsided. “Enough
that this veneérated personpge placed

following day a BUummons to & private
with the empress herselr,

needliess for me to repeat fo
you the kind etpressions which the
empress was pleased to make use of

advise me with regard to

entire confidence in mae,
“Witkin a week of our copversation

!
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the erown prince had set out for the
eapital of a small kWgdom In the
west of Europe, under stringent (n.
Ftructions to offer his hand (o the
monareh's daaghter,

“The manner In which he A4 so Ie
well known. Harshly ignoring the
conventions of love-making., he blunt.
Iy approached this young princeas in
& ballroom, and, in bare words. e kad
her it ahe would become his wife The
Eirl, no doubt under equally strier
compuision, gave her Assent, adding a
profession of Adelity and submiaston.
The crown prince [nstantly turned

and that was all that ever
passed between them In the natwre of
courtship.

“The next day the betrothal was of.
fieially announced to me by the im-
perial chancellor, and the news speed-
Iy apread through the capital, wherse
it ereated an immense sensation It
was immediately after this that | re
ceived the promised visit of Baron

Magrats

- My high regard for the em-

any days had passed I
he had found a husband*for his unfor
tunate nfece n the person of Count
Hehwartmfaldt. an immensely
Wealthy nobleman of Afty, but possess-
Ing no single attraction which could
recommend him {n the eyes of a young
girl.

“The ceremony was hurried on, and
Paula von Magratz became the bride
of this ogre on the very day on which
::l‘ Crown prince returned to the capi-

“I happened to meet the prince next
day, and for the first time ] was gelzed
with a Presentiment of the coming
tragedy. If ever I read anguish and
despalr on a human face, I reaqd it on
that of this miserable young man. So
violent was his Erief that he openly
threatened to put an end to his life,
and his unhappy parents
to the extremity of distregs,

“It was, of caurse, impowesible that a
scandal of such g kind should be long

In reaching the éars of the bridegroom,

0 one of those fright-
ful feudal castles which this nobility
continue to inhabit

“In the meantime the ouly resource
Which aceurred to the troubled em-
peror and empress was to press for
ward the marriage already Arranged
for their son, in the bope that he
might be distracted from dwelllng on
his fatal passion for the young Count.
ess Schwartgenfeldt.

“l was present (n

concouarse of the no-
bility and citizens. It was the most
melancholy pageant at which I have
éver assisted. The demeanor of the
wretched bridegroom created univer
sal dismay, It was impossible to es-
cape npoliclug the reluctance with
which he uttered the responsea, and
the sullen coldneas with which bhe
EAve his arm o the trembling bride.

"Among the mwost Interested #pecta-
tors of it all, 1 eaught wight of Magratz
| bad but to glance from him to the
pale face and drooping eyelids of the
(llustrious object of his hatred 1o see
bow far his scheme of vengeance had
Already succeedad

“Some mounthas pasnod fore he
made his next open move. He walted.
with prudent calculation, for the
Cfrown prince to begin to feel the
chafing of bis pew fetters. It was
with alarm that 1 diwcovered he was
beginnlag to renew his Intimacy with
the prinece,

“I had the opportunity once or twice
of observing them togeiher, and 1 no
ticed that bis impertal bighnoss, when
with this man, shook off the latless
apathy which had become his habit
ual wmood, and Hatened with feveriah
interest to the baron's conversation. It
Was not dificult to guess the subject
of thelr discussions.

“Finally, Magratz came tme day to
the embasay to take leave of me be
fore departing on a visit to his alece
At her husband's residence. Thers
wae an lleuppressad ring of triamph
in bls voice, which warned ma that he
wWes om the eve of MOMe Dew piroks
Perbaps even them, If 1 had compre
hended the paturs of his designs, |
might have Interfered. But as it waas,
I conld Ao mothing except to express In
delicate and guarded terma my bope
that his visit would comtribute to the
peace and happiness of the Behwart.
tenfeldt household.

"Un rising to go he lifted
far one instant

“‘T have been
the anfortunata result of
of the erown prinoa’s,’ he said, ‘and
especially when | reflect on the griet
i must cause to her majesty my late
mistress.

“As he apoke I positively saw ihe
faded sear of the whip leap Inta sight
Upon his dark skin. [ drew back, and
clenched my teeth firmly to prevent
myself from making the reply that
rose to my H
the diMenity

the mask

greatly distressed by
this marriage

I conld not afford to
rel with a private nobleman at the
court to which 1 was accredited.

; aad before [ an end to th
learned that | plored Ma

of passion he g
. state of e
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the tempte . won -
over. He furnished . Prince with

the direction bf & certain hunting lodge
in an out-of-the-way comer of bis own

“The prince was to travel
to the spot at a certain date, by which
time the baron undertook that hia
nlece should be there to meet him
Then the two lovers were to lle con-
cealed untli Mggratz had succeeded in
pacifylng the outraged husband, and
bringing about an accommodation with
the emperor's sanction.

“This understanding arrived at, the
worthy uncle departed to the Schwart-
zenfeldt castle. The first part of the
arrangement he carried out in the
manner agregd upon. Tae love of the
poor young countess for the prince
Was no less Intense than his for ber;
her married lite had not been happy,
and, in flne, she was persuaded to ac-
cept the part assigned to her. Bhe
fled trom her home with the baroa’'s
Becret assistance, and the lovers wéle
speedily united. i

“Now Magrats Proceéeded to executs
his real design. He had stayed on at
the castle after his nlece's flight, pael-
fying the furlous count, not in the way
he bad promised the crown prince,
but by undertaking to discover the
fugitive's retreat. As BooR as he knew
that the pair had met, he boldly an-
nounced to
h

sacretly

conduct the other to the

set out togelher.
“But it would net have suited the

baron's purpose to bring the rivals
face to face, The crown prince’s high
rank might have overawed the hus
band, and the whole affalr have beea
hushed up., He therefore sent on a
sécrel warning to his victim,

prince that thes elopefment wus known
publicly, and that the count was ecom-
ing to take signa) Yeugeance on bolh.

“The resclution thereupom taken by
the unhappy lovers is & matior of his-
tory. When the decelved ocount apgd
his conductor entered the lodge, they
foynd the two young people lylng dedd
in each others’ arme ™

The ambassador again interrupted
himacll, under the
Ing hia cravat,
in & Brm volce:

“When all was over the suthor of
thia dreadfu) catastrophe had the as-
furance te return to the capital, and to
pose aa the discomsolats uncle whose
efforts Lo save hia nlecs from the con-
Requences of a fata) paselon had un-
happily misearried.

"Two persons knew or suspectied
tomething of the truth. One was the
Mricken empreas,

. ide the corpse of her
only son. The other was mywself,

1 4o mot doudt that this man had
been tortured in his wicked heart all

the recollection ihat I
iness of bis well-merited
The moment he had, an

that be conld noe realize in what lght
his condact wouid present itaelf
other
“When 1 sat and heard this terrible
freature uwnrolling the awfal story of
hin erimen, In the pearfect ronfidencs
that be wags beyond (he reach of ha-
man justice, and then
imperial mother whose life had been
rendered desolate for evar, 1 realiged
when the
the most holy of sAcTe-

The ambassador closed his lips, and
leaned back in his seat with the air of
ohe who had no mors to My,

I waited a fow moments to ses

your excelleney's
wall-known discretion it wonld be an
Impertinence 1o recommend silence
with regard tn certain incidents of the
past.’

“T bowed, but witn coldneas, and
changed the subject by compliment-
ing him om the beauty of the young
g™ whose arm he had jost pelin.
Quinhed

“'Ah! that s mY nlece,’ ha obgerved.
with affected careleahness ‘Bhe =
an whom 1 have brought np.
The erown prince is gnod emongh to

interest himself in har, but of course
the diffarence In their ranks fa too (1o me to be gqufta Incapable of know-

mhilhhmrmumn In:lrtnﬂuurtinmrtruchrm
pasxing faney. ' denign *

“You may be right, but unfortn-
nately she Is under the control of a
man who has no suoch scruples. TH
come to what | was about to say, this
. | entanglement Is by far the moat aeri.

oun of any in which my son has been

invoived. 8o serious Is # that the _
Smperor and myself Mve In aaotual ][

“T suppressed my
sHowed him to depart om his fatal
errand. The event which followed has
become the property of the world ™

His excellency turned his eyee upon
me as if to ascertain whether [ de-

more. [ entfreated him
to complete the narrative.

“The European press” he observad.
“always mibintormed

cially to yom, becanse you alome are
in the secret of the past history of
M. de Magrats'

"'Madame.’ I replied with fervor,
‘the only thing that ean prevent my ad-
vising you s the confusion with which
your condescension overwimelms mea.’

“"Her majesty heard me with a

mournful smile.
“You have heard, no doubt, of the

prince’s Infatoation for this man's
niece?” ahe procesded.

“1 have, madam. 1 have even seen
the young gitl herself who appeared

press made me anxious to fathom the
Intentions of this villain,
“He Appeared to take his defost with
philosophy
“1 eincerely trust this marrfage
may end happily,’ he said, when [ In-
troduced the topfe. ‘It ts, of cCOuTRs,
absurd to Fuppose that
attachment, at af event
of the crown prince. Unbappily, the
preference his highness has shown for :
my niéce has turned out to be more " ‘Monsieur, you cheated.
fetious than 1 belleved, and T am Wark that queen’
afraid the poor child has allowed her- 5 L
talf to cherigh Wnreasonable {deas. |
shall make ft my business to obtain a
husband for her, ft posaible, befors the
® returns.-
AW nothing to take hold of In
Ananouncement. If true, It seemed
the baron was taking the most

his excellency the French Ambassador,
and returned the next moTRing as

piain M. le Baron. Then 1 songht out

“And the regult

A faint fash ecame
lency's face,

“Our encountar Was not prolonged.
Within ten seannds after onr swords
had crossed I had pasnmd

“It appears, then, that this monater
tommeniced by instonating his fym-
pathy with the poor young prince In
his unhappy mion. From that he
pafsad to lamenting his own action fn
baving given his niece’s hand to Count
Schwartzenfeidt

“Having excited the prince’s mind
safficiently by hints of thie sort, he at
length went on, with pretended m‘
Inctance, to depiet the young countess
"% & vietim of tatolerable perseen-
tions on the PATt of a jealons ana
tyrannical huos

on his axeesl

I evaded this qneation.
my dear ambassader, {f
you

pletiee,” I ssid. “Your story In-
terests me greatly.”

Hix excallency blaw o wreath ol
Bl "% 428 compiie

ont.




