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“Over the Top”

By An American Seldier

Whoe Went .
ARTHUR GUY EMPEY

Maoch:ne €. .auce Sere’ng in France
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CHAPTER XVL
Battery D 238.

The day after this I received the
glad tidings that I would occupy the
machine gunoers’ dugout right nesr
the advanced artillery  obsorvation
post. This ﬂllﬂ'llﬂt wag A roomy nifuir,
dry as tinder, and real cots in L
These cots had been made hy the
R. E's who had previousiy occuplied
the dugout. 1 wns the first to enter
end promptly made a slgnhoard with
my name and number on It and &us-
pended It from the foot of the most
comfortable cot therein.

In the trenchex It Is alwavs “first
come, first served.” nnd this Is Hyved
up to by all,

Two R. F. A. men (Roval Field ar-
tillery) from the pearly observation
post were allowed the privilege of
stopplng In this dugout when off duaty.

One of these men, Bombardier Wik
son by name, who helonged to Rat-
tery D ZIR seemecd 1o 1uke a Hiking
to me, and [ returned this fesling,

In two days' tine we were pretiy
rhommy. and he told me how his hat-
tery In the early days of the war had
put over a stunt on Old Pepper, and
had goiten away with It.

" I will endeaver to glve the story an
far as memory will permit In his own
words ;

“l came out with the Arst expedi-
tionary force, and, Hke all the rest,
thought we would have the enemy
licked in Jig time, and be able 1o ent
Christmas dinoner at home. Well, o
far, I have eaten two (Christmans din-
mers In the trenches, and am lHahle 1
eat two more, the wavy things are
poeinting. That = If Fritz don't drog
a ‘whizz-bang’ on me, and wend me to
Blighty. Sometimes 1 wish 1 would
get hit, because It's ne great plenie
out here. and twenty-two months of It
maker you fed up,

“It's fairly cushy pow compured o
what It used & be, alithgh | admi
this trench s & trifle rough Now
we prndd over fve shells I Thelr one
We are getting our ovn baek but in
the early dava It was different.  Then
yom had to take evervihing withous
reply. In fact. we wonld get tnents
e lle In return Tor every one we senl
over. Fritz seewned o rnjoy 11 bt
we Rritish Adn't: we mery the spf
ferern. Just ome carualty afler an
other. Bometimes  wmho'e pliafesna
would disappear, cepeclally when »
‘Jack Johnson' plunked Intn  their
middie, It gt 20 bad *hat a fellow,
when writing home, womldn't ask for
any cigarettes to be sent out. heraper
he was afrald he wouldn't be there o
recedve them

=After the drive ta Paris wmae turned
back., trench warfare =tarted, (e
rrneral gralbed n map, drew A peinil
acreme 1t. ard =all, ‘Mg here' Then

he went hack to hie ten aned T
mrmed himsell with o piek aned -
ahel etarted digging He's Iwan by
Fing ever since

“IH rouree ne dug (hese trem hes ¢
night, bat It was hed work, what with
the rifle and machine gun fAre  The
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riretcher henrers worked harder than
the diggers.

“Tho=e trenchee. Blonmin  diteles |
Fall them, were nightmaree Thev v s
only abont five feet deep. and yon 1 s) !
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|nruﬁnn! ‘Suicide diteh.! Al theﬂilﬂni
and made to obey.
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| are imitations,

4 !

' would come out on a stretcher.

!
|  when they heard the betting wus even ' parade. This sure got up our nose,
they'd come out on’ sliting there day after day, with fine
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“When a [fellow went

Into that

jon ]
thl
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And with Old Pepper orderg le orders,

“The Germans mwust have known

trench it was an even gamble that he llmut these orders, for even io the day

At one their transports and troops used to

time a Scotch battallon held it, and © expose themselves as If they were on

money  that

stretehers, they grabbed all the bets - targets in front of us but unable to

in =ight.

Like a lot of bally idiots, sev- |

send over & shell, We heartlly cussed

erul of the battery men fell for Ihi*IrI: Ol Pepper, his orders, the govern-
game, and put up real money. The ' ment, the people at home, and every-

‘Jocks' suffered A lot of casualtigs. and | thing In  general,
the prospects looked bright for the |' didn’'t mind cussing, and got very care-

But the Boches

battery men to collect some ﬂlltf{lﬂl. Blime me, they were bally in-

Money,
Hewed the gumblers lined up, Beveral ¢

‘Jocks' got thelr money for emerging

safe'y, but the ones who elicked It
weren't there to pay.

men had never thought it out that
Those Scoitles were bound to learned it at the signalers' school back

way.

S0 when the battalion wans re- gulting. Used to, when usiog a certain

road, throw thelr caps Into the alr as

|n taunt at our helplessness,

“Cassell had been a telegrapher In

The artillery- | civll life and jolned up when war was

declared, As for me, I knew Morsee,

he sure winners, no matter how the'ln 1910. With an officer in the obser-

wind blew. 8o tuke a tlp from me,
never het with a Scottie, ‘cause you'll
lose money,

“At one part of our trench where

a communication trench Jjoined the
fromt line a Tommy had stuck up a
woinlen slgnpost with three hands or
arms on It. (me of the hands, polnt-
ing to the Qerman Hnes, read, “To RBer-
Hu:* the one pointing down the com-
munication trench read. *To Blighty.'
while the other sald. ‘Sulcide Ditch.
Chunge Here for Stretchers’
“Farther down from this gulde pos
the trench ran through an old orchard.
t'n the edge of this orchard our bar-
tery had constructed an advanced . ob-
serviation past. The trees screened it
from the ememy alrmen and the roof
wae turfed. It wasn't cushy llke ourn,

' o timber or concrete re-enf 1.,
just walls of sandhags, From E a

gplenddd view of the German lines
could be obtained. ‘This post Sshen't
exnctly safe, It wasr a hot corner,
shells plunking all around, and the
bullets cutting leaver off the (reen
Muny n time when relleving the sip-
naler at the ‘phone, | had 1o erawl, on
my belly like a worm te keep from
being hit.

“Mt wax an obhservation post mire
enough. That's all the use It wan, Jum
ohserve all day, bat never 1 message
bk for our battery to open ap. You
mee, &l this polnt of the line there
were sirlet orders et (o fAire a shell,
unless mpecinlly ordered 1o do so from
hripgnde headquariera,. Blime me, (If
anyone desobeyed that command., our
penvral—yen. It was Old  Pepper—
wiotildl have conrt-martialed the whole
eapeditionary forece, XNobody went omt
of their way 1o disobey (14 Peppeer In
thiwe dunye. hevause he counlda't bhe
rmlled n pmreon ; he wnn more llke &
pdrute. If at any time the devil should
fecl honely aad sigh for a proper maie,
ivd P'epper wonld get the Arst call,
Froving the Germans wasn't sl bad
coomupmred with an imerview with that
ohil tirv hrmned

“If m rempany or hattallon should
glve wmpy m few yards againal A b
perier foree of Bochea, (0Md - Pepper
wantilel meemil Toor 1The rovmmanding nM.
o In alwmt half an hour the officer
wentltl rvvme back with hia face the
el of A brick, and In & few hours
what wae left of he reommand would
be holding thelr original pesition

“} bave seen an officer who womldn't
my ——-n for a thouneand guid sprnd

five minutes with the otd hery and
“hen be returned (he Bow of LI LT o
rem hi= lipe would make
blnsh e shame

“"What | am going te 1ol yom i how
twe of n= put it over on the old scamnp
Rid ped nwany with it. 1 wa= a riaky
Thing. ton. berause Old Pepper wouldn
have been exactly mild =ith as If he
havel ot next 1o (he rFame
“Me and my mate. & lnd named Flar
T Cncsell n bombardier in 1Y 238 hat

One of the Big Guns Barking.

to get the hackacke from bending ' tery, or lance corporal, as you call it
down. It wasn't exactly snfe to etand |n the Infantry, used to relleve the
wpright, either. hecanse an soom 8% felephonista. We would de two houors

your napper showed over the top a ¢n and four off.

bullet would honnce off it, or el=e come m
while he would be at the other end of

g0 élo=e It wonld make vomr hair =stand,

T wounld be on duty

the advanced obaervation peost,

"“We waed to il sandbage and =tick  the wire In the battery dugout signal-

them on top of the parapet (o make it
higher, but no uee;

Ing =tatton. We were supposed to send

they would be throngh orders for the battery to fire

there ahomt an hour and then Fritz ahen ordered to do 2o by the sheerva-

wonld tnrmm Tones and hlow
hta My necrk naed fo he sore from
dacking shells and bullete,

“Where my battery wns stationed n
hasty ftrench had bheen dug. which
the bova nicknamed ‘Suaicide diteh’
and. belleve me, Yank, thia was the

them 1o tiom officer In the advaneed post,

very few messages were sent,

& bavey |-

| daylght.

vation post, we could not carry on the

kind of conversation that's usual be-
tween two mates, 80 we used the
Morse code, To send, one of us would
tap the transmitter with his fAnger
nalls. and the one on the other end
would get It through the recelver.
Many an hour was whiled away In this
manner passing compliments back and
forth.

“In the observation post the oficer
used to sit for hours with a powerful
palr of fleld glasses to hia eyea
Through a cleverly concealed loophole
he would scan the ground behind the
ih.rmln trenches, looking for targets
and Onding many. This officer, Cap
tala A——— by name, had a hablt of
talking out lond to himself, Some
times he would vent his opinion, same
a8 a common private does when he's
wrowght' up. Once upon a time the
capipin had been on Old Pepper's staff,

8o be could cuss and blind 1o the most

approved naiyle. Got to be sort of 8
habit with him,

“About six thousand yards from oa
behind the German llnea, was a road
In plain view of our post. For the last
three days Fritz had brought compa-
nles of troops down this road In broad
They were never shelled.
Whenever this bhappened the captaln
wimid' froth at the mouth and let omt
» ' volyme Md  Pepper's religion
which used make me love him.

“Every hattery has a range chart on
whivle distinetive landmarks are noted,
with the moge for each. These land-
marks are called targets, and are num-
bered. On our baftery's chart, that
road was called *Target 17, Range
A0, 8 degrees 30 minutes left.' D 288
hattery conslaled of four ‘4.8 bowli-
rers, and Ared & WB-pound . K ahell
As you know, H. E. meana high #3-
plosive.” | don't ke bumming up my
own battery, but we had a record In
the division for direct hits, and our
boys were jJust ploing away for a
chance to exhibit their skifl in the
eyens of Frita
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POSTAL RATES
ON PERODICALS

That the enforrement of a law re

|1hl|'_‘.
e anuTn*
Afty 1o nine hundred per eent under s
syatem, would

reading publie s

fi-*aree 100

crrmt harm (o the
he growth of the reading habi!
throughout the c®untry

The hill which drew forth the pro
incirascs by leaps and boundis
ving co=t of periodicals, a

te =t
+h‘ s 18

|

|
"
|

F
r

Ruat | at
It wan 'News depot and W, H Blodgett’s of-

cording te the distance the magazine

je =ent from itz place of pubileation

One of the strongest arguments |

against the legislation in addition 1o
r neceszary inerease in the cost of
leach number te the final purchaser

i« *he harm which it 15 held would k-

L ransed through any lessening of the
of good reading mater. |

lavailabhty
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It is pointed out hy oppoments cf |
|the act that most o1 the reading. par- |
| tiewlarly in distriets remote from mei- |
ropolitan centfers s confined to magna- |
zines and newspapers and that the |
reading habit thus becomes strongl: I

int renched
Increase the cost of the present

minez of information available every-
where and the prevalence of reading |
will lessen.

In addition it is pointed out the ef-
feet of the law would be to do away
with the national press and substi-
tute for it a sectional press.

Farm journals and similar publica-
tionz which now find their way 10
homes from Maine to California wou:
be the first to feel the effect of the
law, which to meost of them would be
absslautely prohibiuve.

An organization known as The
Readers Defense League has been
formed and is spresding informatiom
concerning the law and ita effect om
the reading public.

The Civie department of the Dow-
nera Grove Woman’s club has endor-
sed the movement for the repeal of

| the zone law and has caused the cir-

culation of petitions to congress ask-
ing for reconsideration and repeal of
the law. The petitions await signers
Zindt’'s Parmacy, Swearingen’s

| only In Arase of an actonl attack that ﬁr:p

we wonld get a chance to earm our
‘two and =ix’ a day. Yom . Od Pep-
per had lssoed orders not fire ex-
cept when the orders came from him.

T
l\l-.

Wikile somenns gives his Life
+_ﬂuﬂmmi +
~ bk o it

pa=ser]l by congress increasing |

rates on periodicals from |

nnri_

he belief of many who have walchrd |

|Second—Harriet Cam
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SATURDAY, May 25th Matinee and Night

Children under 14, 1 1c; Adults 20c, nm]udmg tax
Thos. H. Ince presents

CHARLES RAY in “The Hired Man™

A typical Ray picture with a whirlwind finish; and a
Max Sennet 2-reel Comedy

Also a carefully selected Vodville.

the show most attractive for this Saturday. Did ]{ v o- &

vour ticket for the Decoration Day show at the Curtiss. You may sccure tic
ther from Campfire Girls or at the Curtiss. Matinee 11 cents, night 20c. Locz’ ' -
enpt, Vaudeville and Feature Muviea assisted by Brookfield Ini’antry in 5 speclalltﬁ

all new. _

CURTISS Theatre Attractions

for TUESDAY, MAY 28th Seats 10 & 15¢; War tax | & 2¢

GLADYS HULETTE in “Over the Hill” 1

A rural play full of heart interest; a few of the questions asked in this play i
are: Would your church turn out a minister after 40 years faithful service simply be-
cause he was old? Is scandal telling jutifiable in a newspaper? Dnes Yellow Jour-

mil!blll pay? Also a

Pathe Scenic “The American Swntzerland"

Showing the many historical and beautiful scenic points of ouf great Natiogal

Park and many other interesting scenes. Seats 10 and 15 cents, War tax extra.
Don’t forget the big show Decoration Day at the Curtiss. (,-et your tickets

Matinee all seats | lc.

All combined maiung

now. Auspices Campfire Girls.

Coming Saturday, June 8th, DouglasFairbanks in “Headmg South" and Cha.rlh
'Chaplin in "A Dog’s Life.” \
|

Curtiss Theatre Attraction

for WEDNESDAY, May 28th Seats 10,155 War tax 1-2¢

Thos. H. Ince presents

!'. Re

.DOROTHY DALTON
in “FLARE-UP SAL”

A story of the '49 Gold fields. Gets right down to hard-pan and busts things up
You will enjoy it, full of everything that makes a picture great, Full of thrills, ro-
reathtaking suspense.

ALSO A GOOD COMEDY
Special Notice!

The biggest and most interesting program ever offered at the Curtiss will be
oresented tomorrow, Decoration Day, matinee and 2 shows at night. You may pur-
thase your tickets either from the ‘ampfire Girls or at the box office. Get in on

'mance and

this it's good. See program elsewhere.

[

CURTISS THEATRE

Big Decoration Day Local Talent Vaudeville Show

| and Feature Movies.
~ Admission: Matinee |1c; Night 2 shows, 7 and 9, all seats 20¢ includino tax.

Program for the Matinee
|

- MAE MARSH in “The Face i the Dark”

' Her latest Goldwyn. Irvin S. Cobb’s thrilling mystery play of Crooks. We also
\offer the newest Senal first run, The Boy Scouts to the Rmue, which will be shown

for 5 consecutive Thurqda 5. See the boys on the firing line. The Scouts are on

your trail, you can’t escape, not when a troop of greased lightning American ng
are on your trail. This is the most thrilling, dramatic, educative Patriotic bo

ever conceived. Come on Scouts see how to catch Spies, aid the inju he
country in the War. Also Hearst-Pathe News every Thursday and Saturday.

ville at Matinee: Opening of 2nd act of Johnny shuw, Downers Grove pi
featuring Lester Barry as Uncle Tom and the ?)mkamnme trio--Martin Norpell, John.

Duthie and Lester Barrjr Ukelele and vocal by Arthur Schaller.
At the 2 Night Shows

utlar

¥ I

we will have all of the ﬂhﬁﬂ! aJ.lsrarn assisted by
First—Arline Haley, W% bﬁ:ia? novelties.

Third—Gladys Wilecox, song and dance.
Fourth—Comedy Four--Leona Hoppenrath, Bessie McDowell, Margaret HarM

and Woodwnrth

Fifth-—Marie Buehler, Russian Dance. . .
These last 5 acts are from the Brookfield Hip Hoorah show. and will

their annual show Thumd:g and Friday, June 13 and l t.h Seats are now selling
this the greatest Juvenile show on earth "Don’t miss it. Brookfield Theatn, Juﬂ

Coming Saturday, June 8, Charlie Chaplin in “A Dog’s Life” and Douglis Falteog
banks in "Head:mg Sou ” at the Curtiss where you see the big playsi') ™.



