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AN AMERICAN SOLDIER

WHO WENT

" 7

AMTURGUY EMPEY

MACHINE GUNNER, JERVING DY FRANCE-=—~

CHAPTER (.,

From Mufti to Khaild.

It was in an office In Jersey City.
I was sitting at my desk talking teo
8 Heutenant of the Jersey Natlonal
Guard. Ou the wall was a big war
map decorated with variously colored
Bttle Sags showing the position of the
epposing armles on the western front
in France. In frout of me on the denk
lay & New York paper with big Slaring
beadlines :

LUSITANIA SUNKI
LIVES LOST!
The windows were open and a feel-

ing of epring pervaded the alr.
Through the open windows came the

AMERICAN

be muster rell of the

ed Scouts, an | think they will

B needed in the course of a few dayn”
ourseives till lnte In the

we wenl home

I eromsed over to :‘!I York, and an '

Jd went up Fulton street to take the
ambway (o Rrookliyn, the lighta Iln the
i bulldingw of New York seemed Lo
be burning hrighter than usual, an If
ey, too, had rend “Lusitonia Sonk '’
American Liven Lost ™  They sevmwd
® be glowing with nnger aud righteosos
dadignation, and thelir rmyn wigwagped
B¢ messnge, “Hepay 1™

Montha pas=ed, the telegram=a lying
mady, but rovered with dust. Then.
e momentous mornlhg the leutenant
iwith a sigh of disgust removed (he
Mag from the war map and reteraed

Guy Empey.

Mo bia desk. 1 immediately followed
mction by throwing the telegrame
the wastehasket. Then we looked
each other In sllence. He was

wguirming In ha chalr and T felt de

‘presmed and nneasy.
The telephone rang and 1 answered

“Y am sorry that | cannot aceept your
@ler, but 1 am leaving for England
axt week,” and hung up the recelver,
The licutenant swung areand In his
ehair, and stared at me in blank aston-
fahment. A sinking sensation came

I deflantly answered his

with, “Well, it's so. T'm going

alhaR et trory

ering populace, but everything was
normal, I'eople were calmly proceed-
ing to (heir work. Crossing the
street, I accusted a Bobble with:

“Can you direct me to the place of
damage 7

He asked me, *“What damage?”

In surprise, | answeved, “Why, the
damage cuused by the Zepa”

With a wink he replied:

“There was no damage; we missed
them agaln.”

After several fruitless inquiries of
the passersby, I decided to go on my
own ln search of rulned bulidings and
seemen of dentruction. [ boarded a bus
which carried me through Tottenham
Court road. Recrulting posters were
everywhere, The one that lmpressed
me most was a lifesize picture of
Lord Kitchener with his foger point-
ing directly at me, under the caption
of “Your King and Country Need You.”
Noe matter which way 1 turned, the

nocusing fnger followed wme. [ was
an American, In maftl, and had a little

American flag In the lapel of my coal.
1 had po king, and my country had
setn fit not to need me,

pointing finger made me
IN at ease. [ got off
to dissipate this feell
with the throng of the sidewalks,

Preseatly | came to a8 recrulting of-
fee, loside, siiting ot & Jdenk was 8
lonely Tommy Atkins, 1 decided 1o In-
"terview him In regard to Jolning the
. British army, | opened the door. He

looked up and greeted me with ~1 »'y.
' myte, want to tyke on?

I lonked at him and snswered, “Well,
whutever that la, I''! take 8 chance
at I."

Without the ald of an Interpreter, |

the
ng

found oot that Tommy annted (o know |

If 1 carnd to jodn the British army. Ile
poked me: “INd yom ever hear of the
Royal Fuasiller=? Well, In London
L yon know, Yanke are sappored to know
' everyibhing, o | wan ot goling 1o ap-
pear lgnorant and answered, “Sure,”

After listening for oene half hour te
Tommy's tale of thelr vaplolia om the
'fAring Nne, | decided (o Join. Tommy

teok me to the recruiting headguartiers,

where | met a typienl English raptain,
He asked my nationality. 1 Inanedi-
Ill‘ll]' pulled out my American pwssport
and showed It to him. It was signed
by laosing. After looking st the
| pmesport, he [aformed me that he wan
sorry but conld not roliet me, an it

wonld be a breach of aeatrnilty, 1

In<isted that | waa oot seatral, be
canee fa me It sevined that a real

American cvuld et he peutral wshen

ig thinge were in progress. hut the
 eaptain wonld pot enli=st me
| With Magnst la my heart [ went out
‘In the street, 1 had gone about a
block when a recruiting sergreant whe
had followed me ouwt of the nffice
'tapped me om the shoulder with his
gwagger stick and sald: “¥y. | ean
| wet you In the army. We hove a N e-
| tenant” down at the nther nffice whe
Ilr'lm da anvthing. Fle has et rome
|out of the 0. T, C. (Officers” Tralning
rorpa) and does not know what new-
trafity 12" 1 decided to take a chanra
and arcepted his Invitation for an In-
trodaction to the Hentenant. T eatered
the nffier and went up to him. opened
wp my passport and sald:
| *“Pefore going forfher T wish to state
that 1 am an American, not ton proud
| to fight, and want to Join your army.”
He looked at me In a nonchalant
manner, and answered, “Thats all
right; we take anything over here”

T looked at Mm kind of hard and re
plied, "So 1 notice,” but it went over
his head

He got out an enlistment blank. and
placiag his finger on a blank line said
“Bign here”™

1 answered, “Not on your tintype”

“1 beg your parden T

Then 1 explained to him that T wounl

| | not sigm It without first resdiog ft. 1

read i aver and signed for doration of

war. Some of the recrunite were Ineky.

They signed for seven yeara only |l
Then he asked me my birthplace. 1

I
:

E redd, white sl blue ribbon, with three
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This SATURDAY, March 16th  Matinee and Night }
BG BOLDAY SHOW FEATURE VAUDEVILLE and MOVES

Y Pretty Hla Hall in “The Charmer”

And a Max Sennet 2-reel Comedy
Fun, fast and furious and a Vaudeville of merit.

; JUDSON & BARNES
| Black and white face instrumental imitations supreme and
comedy delightful.
L ENGAR & SMITH
f Singing, yodeling and dancing; a classy act, put over
| classy people. '
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enlirted. Why don't you join? Now| .
iv the thme”

“Ihis arcument ought io get many
recraits, Empwy, s0 go out and see
what vou can do.”

e then =uve we a small rosette of

little streamers hanging down. This
was #he recruiting insignla and was
to be warn on the left side of the cap.

Armed with a swogger stick and my
patriotic rowette, [ went out fnto Tot-
tenham Court road In gquest of cannon
foulder,

Two or three pooriy dressed elvil-
lans pax=<ed me, and althongh they ap-
peared phyeically fit, I sald to myself,
“They don’t woent to Join the army; |
perhapa they have sameone dependent
on them for support,” ee I did not ac-
cost them.

Coming dJown the street 1 maw &
young dandy, top hat and all, with a
fashionably dressed girl walking be-
glde bim. I muttered, “You are my
meat,” and when he came abreast of
me 1 stepped directly in his path and
stopped bim with my swagger stick,
saying :

“You would look floe In khakl; why
not change that top bat for a steel
helmet? Aren’t you ashamed of your-
self, n husky young chap ke you Im
mofti whepn men are needed In the
trenches? Here | am, an Awerican,

Not a moment of this big two and a half hour
show that is not interesting, mirthful, musical and
worth your while. See it at the Curtiss today.

CURTISS HIPPODROME THEATRE
This Tuesday, March 19th  Downers Grove

The big Downers Grove favorite

NARY HILES HINTER

the sweetest little bit of joy you've
ever seen in her recent success

ATTENTION!!

“PERIWINKLE"

A heart interest story of the
sca coast and the life savers.
Don’t miss seeing this, the world's
damtiest and most lovable Movie
in her big success Peri-

four thousand miles from Ogdesm,
Just outadde of New York,
for your king and country.

a slacker, bock up and get lnto unl
form ;: come over to the recrulting of
fice and I'Ml have you enlisted”

Fle yawned and apswered, “1 dom't
care If yom came forty thousand miles, slar
no one ssked you 0™ and he walked '
on. The girl gnve me 8 sneeriag look ; Wlnkk.llt'
I was speechless,

1 reeruited fir three wooks and gear

B g Glever Billy Westin The Geal

o in . werid bt 0 ot waes %8| See the big Double Star bill at
sl Rkl yhoncs g P i the Curtiss this Tuesday.
Seats 10-15c¢, inchading tax.

Curtiss Hippodrome Theatre

THIS THURSDAY CH Z2ist No Matinee

Hheaf pmh (ihere wae a very attractive
blende barmald who hetped ki e
{1, We announce the presentation of the Big State Right
. q{ Lf production—George Bromson Howard’s
: £4 c
fo'l)

OME THROUGH™

The Sapreme leatwe Photoplay that has thrilled New York.

the front)-—-well, it was the sixth day
Here are a few Things that you ask for:

and my recroiting report waa hlank.
] war geiting low ia the pocket-—-bar
maids huven't much wse for anyone
who cannt bay drinks—so [ looked

You ask for Supremacy—this play is chuek full of it.

You have demanded Thrills—here they are.

You wanted swift action, something new and remarkable,
—LCome Through is packed with it.

around for recruiting material. TYow
know a mmn on reeraiting service gete

You will always ask for Jewell productions after you
| have seen “Come Through” at the Curtiss this Thursday.

a "boh” or shillilng for every reerait
The New York Tribune says of “Come Through:”

he entires inte Joining the army. the
recriit is supposed to get (hie, but he
wonld net b+ a recralt If he were wise
to this fact. would he?
Down At the end of the bar waa a

“Is George Bronson Howard at his best. One is ap-
paled by so much cleverness. Audience kept on edge of
, seats for two hours. Remarkable, Thrilling, Entertain-
i ing, wonderful. The hest New York has had for years. A
i charming love story entwined throughout.

yonng fellow In maftl whoe was wery
patriotic—bhe had asbout four “OM
Bix” alee ahoard He asked me If be

; Please note the vast variety of stars and feature plays
offered to you each week at the CURTISS. We show on-
ly selected feature

rould join showed me hin left hand,
two fingera were missing, but 1 said
that did not matter as “we take any-
thing over here” The left hand lo
the rifle hand as the plece ln carried
at the slope om the left shonlder., Near
ly everything i Eagland s by the
lefl.,” even general traffic keeps to the
port side

1 took the applicant over to head-
quarters. where he was hurriedly ex-
amined  Reerniting surgeons were
buay In those days and did not have
muoch time for thornugh physical sxam-
inations. My recruit was passed as
“ft” by the doctor and tarned over i
A corporal 1o make note of his scara
1 was myvetified. Soddealy the ecorpo-
ral bur=t out with, “Blime me, two of
his fingers are gode.” Turning to me
he eaid “Yem certainly have your
nerve with yom, not "alf you aln’t, @
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both the Fuel Administration and the |for Illinois usern. Eeough, and
Mwihh’m_’mhw‘-hmﬂ the
mines are kept werking all the time.
But it canmet be wmined unlems it s
taken swny frem the mines. And it
cannot be takem swmy from the mines

uniase there ame purchasers
Next year's traffie problems will in

(Contitoed Next Week)

COAL USERS
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To Preveat Apother Coal Famine Next
Year, Begin Stering New.
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Before the winter’s firea are cold,
the 1. 8 Foel Administration is org-
ing the storage of foel for next win-

ter. Every effort that ean be made to
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The purpose behind the efforts of

much befter in summer than in winter. of this yenr. The saly way ot previat
More cars are svaflable. There fs mo), _; aovtage B 4o bugh sling ®

up now, while the pling is good, and
continne te do m Wwenghout the sm-
MeT.




