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Lord how 1 frightened. The
sweat ran down me.

“] went outside and looked around.
Not a sign of life. 1 went down the
hill to the river bank. REverything
wins fearfully quiet. The river was
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childrer,
 Afterwards | :aw himn at the boat
landing and observed him closely. He
was about 36 years old, roughly dress-
ed and had his face set out to whis-
kers. The clerk said he camn« into

C. H. STAATS, Editor

R ]

Ratered at the Downeer Gruve Post Otfice
Advertising |

as second class mail matter.

rates made known upas-application,

Dawson, as that town began to run

vory high, but as the town was on a
out; he had considerable money and n

rise far above it, ceriainly no sane
person could be alarmed at the ris-
ing stream.

“Then | went back of the town,

the lader gualification in Alaska pla-
cer camps being to make its possess-
or an easy mark for the
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AMERICA FIRST

YUKON TOWN
THAT LEFT IN
ONE NIGHT

Feown Booming sl Hedlime and Abso-
lutely Aboondened Belore the
Break of Day.

(M. J. Brown)

I am going to open this story by
telling a story —one of the most un-

usual that ever eame gul of Alu.ka.'

It ks pn absolutely true tale, and | got
it directly from the maln actor in the
sident drama--—or rather trugedy - ax
we sat on the bank of the Yukon one
night, smoking and Aghting mosgul-

J

He was n watch repairer and kept
a few clocks and a little jewelry in the
litthe river town - a suppply town for
the minea back in the hillw

Spring was breaking, (the spring
last year), daylight had returncd
lee was going out and everybody
looking

PR

forward when the Arst
would come in and new faces and
grub could be met.

t was a bright, warm Hunday,”
my friend, and thea [ wondere
if thhe story would be an vexatious ax
the monquitos

L

(But he poon made mo forget the!

insecta. )

A friend hunted hisn up. he said,
and told him it was his birthday and
e proposed that a fow of the A, 1.
(Alaskan Brotherhood) boys gather
s a cabin and cvlobrate both the
Mrthday and the retaurs of spring by
soting 'ow much boorsr thry ecould
drink in a given length of time -a
sart of a capacily sad radurance con

teel. As fast as & man wenl down po alicn ememy s pormitted near a|many of them were worthiess that |

they let him lay and the vietor had
the privilege, and distinction of rub-
bing bacon grease ever hizs faer and
them eprinkling om ashes

1 will ent the detalls shert. My
story-teller said that at supper time
he realizsed he would seon be among
these “laid out,”™ =0 he slipped out,
rtaggrred to his bachelor ecabin and
went Lo bed.

During the might therr was an =

larm at the outer door, and the men '’

eafled on him to get ap and come out.
He answered he would in a few mmi-
utea and they went away. Then he
went back to sleep. He had had all
he wanterd of that celchration erowd.

He awokr at daylight. His head

looking for something atirring, listen-
ing for some sound, when—oh, the
joy of it!-—I heard a shout, and look-
ing up the hill 1 saw a man waving
hiz arms, yclling and beckoning e
to come.

“He need not have beckoned. | Lore
at him. A malumute couldn’t have
passed me. As [ meared him, he i“‘:-ﬁl
appeared over the hill. 1 followed ted from.
and when | reached the top | was so; Too proud to go buck or acknowled-
exhausted and scared that 1 fell and ' ge his second fleecing, he gave up, “lot
jcould not get up. ' §O," marricd an [udian girl and de-
i “When 1 got my heart action #lﬂﬁ-;ﬂi‘nt‘rﬂtfﬂ to a “squaw man,” work-
od down and my semses began toling in the stores, mines, maniging
iwork, | saw the whole population of pool reoms, cte.

‘the town waa behind the hill, with It is a fact that there are any
Ilrlqgu* food, ete., each family with itx such derelicts in Alaska.  Norih of
| few belongings.” ' Nomwe, far up in the Indian country.
| Now | will shorten the narrative are several high-bred  Epgli-hoen,
'and anxiety and tell you the rest injwho have taken squaws and  gone
~hort meter, jback to barbarism. These men wer

The Northern Commercial Company supposed to be “remittance men™ who
had a large warrhouse on the river Dhonestly, bul foolishly got their Lon-
bank. The ice had gorged in the riv- .don friends in on some bum invest.
er, held back the flow and the water aeats amd were eut ol from th r al
' had surrounded the warehouse, The | lowances.

][ﬁnupunj' manager came in from the  Now they are alimost on a level with
i mines that night, had one look at the the natives, seldom come out, ure for-
'rising river and spread the alarm: l'mr-lting their language and they live

“There is carbide, dynamite and in the squalor and filth of their In-
giant powder in the warehouse. Il dian companion..

f[h.- water reaches the caleium, up U'p in this cvuntry noirth of Nome
goes the town. Run for the hill” s unquestionably a big oil field.

It didn't reach it. The iee dam | Many know of it, and many a capit-
went out ond the river went down, ‘alist has seen it, but none want it
and none too roon. Thrve inches An old timer who had been therye told
}hin’hl'l and the carbide would have ex- aw that erude oil could be dipped up
| ploded and as the story teller said, [from the crevices and that prospec-
“The berg would have went to whore tors wsed it for fuel. He said the
there i no nine months winter and | superstitious Indians were afrubd of
the map of Alaska would have lost!it and vould not go near the “burn-
(unother dot.” ing water."

As | rum over this remarkable hap-,  The locality ix such that it would
‘pening | think “What a frame for a b almowt physically impossible to
‘+hort story.” But | have spilled the get in the aceded machinery, on ae-
| hoans—the Saturday Kvening Post ' count of the roughness of the coun-
won'l have it mow, "try, There are miles and miles over
' And here is snother one of the un- mountains where a dog sled could not
'usual while 1 am at it ‘e drawn and only men with light
| There was a German at Hirhhlllip.:h and with the aid of ropes can
whe had lived in Alaska fourteen get over.
years and had been in Marshall simer  Representatives of an oll corpora-

doughs.”

He bought worthless and worked-
out claims and lost evory dollar, then
he drifted down the river to Forty
Mile, got interested in a dredging
propogition which never got [lurther
than on paper, and relatives sent him
money, which he was quickly separa-

| liked and was a good citizen, -Il-ll:ll'll'u. thoroughly
hefore | arrived at the town he hl-‘lln.hmuk.m-d the proposition, It was
left for Nome, on u businesns matter. stated that it would requin: 100 miles

‘he told a friend he wished he had |dictance of balf this length and that
taken out his citizenship papers and 'with the tremendous undertaking of
jmu be a full American rﬂlnmi:gﬂtlu the neeescary machinery n
Doubtless some army official wire- to epen the feld the risk was too
lessed the fort at St. Micheal about great for even the Standard Ol Co.
the matter, for when the boat came |Se nature has locked up this great
in to S Micheal he was not permit- ' gesct for a future day, when neces-
ted to land, mity will develop it

'\ 81 Michael is a government reser- Ther are many coal deposits is-
vation and has a fort. Under the law  covered in Alaska, but | was told that

fort or armory. The enly way the they contaiped “green” coal that
German could retarn to hia home was would have to lay a few thousamd
to transfer from the ocean steamer yeara yel lo season, while thos: that

'at 8t Micheal for the up-river boats, were good were entirely nﬂﬂhlrm:f
iand the fort officials had forbidden from the fact that they were too far
For days, whiln the steamer from the river; and the enst of produc- |

this
was unloading and loading the man, tion and tramsportation would be so

was held aboard. What dispesition far above the priee in the Btates that
was made of him | could not learn,  there would be no market for it
but he was not aboard when | board- | And in Alaska there would be little
Led the steamer. | demand for the reason that wond and

One more of the strange ones, then time are the toe most abundant
hack to real things. 'thinge. A miner talked to me for

During the summer a haif breed | three hours about a rich deposit twen-
landed at Rampart in a canoe, com- |ty miles back from the river and
ing down the Yokon. He was deleri- | when he was through I showed him
ous. nearly starved and his face, nrtl‘hrw the cost of getting it to the pear.
and arms were A masa of poison from | et river town would eal up its value,

threbbed and hia stomach was on a

atrike, a0 he rolled over and slept

Again.

At about noom he agmin lvn‘r.
washed and beat it for the nearest
saloon for a corktail. But the saloon
wan closed., the door locked and mo
one arount

*1 couldn’t make it out’ =aid thq-i
man. “Certainly this was Meonday
and the =aloonz werr never closed on
this date. Se then | went arrnss to
the store pestoffice to find the reasom
for thia strange condition. The post-
office was closed. There was not a
man in sight.

*T looked up the street —mot a liv-
ing thing. [ looked across to where
a bunech of dogr had been tied for a
month and they were gome, Then [
thought | had it. A mew strike had
heen reported and the whole town had
stampeded.

“But on closer investigation I found
the harnesees, aleds, packing
ete. had not been takem, so
not have been a rush. |
eraxy or dremaing.

“l1 went to my dhap. The
were ticking. To be certain
was awake [ opened ome and stopped
the swinging pendeiwm. [t stopped.
When 1 started it again, the clock
resamed its tieking.

“Bay. friend, you can’t imagine the
fearful thoughta thet came over me|
—1 was crazy, The tewn waa there,
so were the people, bat [ could not

see or hear them. [ had “gone bugs™
and wounld go out en the first steamer
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mesquitos bites. He was taken to nlﬂhm he argued “that doesn’t make
cabin and for days raved in fever.  any difference, we could organize a
In his clothes a tobacco sack was company and get some momey out of

found with several large nuggets— |it.”
chunks of melted pure gold from $20| [ told him | was not a prometer.
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mining education—the only value of

Hiouy

the gold strike. He wan universally |tion went inte this leeality Lwo years
investigated it and’

Seeing the v ar excitement in Nowe |of pipe line to get the oll to Nome, a
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Telephone 30
Day or Night

PHORE 15

| Mra. W. W, Heintz
. Chairman, Danquet Program Com-
mittee—Mise C. D. Wheeler.
The program fer the evening was
as fellowns:
Vocal [Duct—Misses
| Flonsie Watts,
Original "oem —Mr. John Gray.
“Toast to the Ladies”—-Mizsa Helen
Benning.
“A Hooverized Club™-
' Walts.
! Piano Solo--Mr. 8. J. Kenison.
“Toast to the Gentlemen™—Mr. W,

Moltir and

Misa Maollie

F. Heints.
Carrent Eventa—Mrs. W. F. Heinta
Impromptu Speech- -Mr, Edward
Lacey.

“Camouflage”—Miss Agnes Dunn

“Looking Back”—Mr. W. W. Heinta.

Impromptu Speech—Mrs. FEdward
Lacey.

Original Story—Miss C. . Wheel-
rr.
“Shrapnel” —-Mr. and Mrs. A. R
Cramer.

“Looking
Finch.

The members were all present,
with ome exception, and the asual
good time was emjoyed by all. Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Lacey, former mem-
bers, and who were the guests of the
Club, were reinstated as active mem-
bers.

The next regular Club meeting
will be held at the home of Mr. 8. J.
Kenison, Saturday evening, February

Ahead” - -Miss FdAna

to $200 in value. It was plainly evi-

dent the man had made » rich strike,, ARCADIAN CLUB
and the doctor and anxious miners| BN JQOY ED 16TH
watched over him for days, for the ANNUAL BANQUET

time for the delerium to end and he ' |
could tell his story.

_ The Sixteenth Annual Banquet of

And one day the fex r-;-tlirft.. but thjtl’t{* A o Cleb T

8 | home of Mr. and Mra. W. W. Heintz

breed had mo story. T

with “":" fever. H:l:‘hﬁt tlrh:l md!ﬂaturﬂ:! evening, February 9th.

had a long sleep | The tables were prettily decorated
' with dainty place cards, favors and

strange dreams. He could not re-|
member from where he came. e candles the color scheme on one table |
being American Beauty and onm the |

recollection was a blank. He had
worked in Cirele City, but that was &'
last year. After that he could mint'hr-r the hﬂl’]-l.ﬂ! }rlhw.‘ The candle
' shades were cleverly designed to car-
remember. ry out the color scheme, the yellow
ones being intertwined with artificial
jonquils, the others representing Am-
eriean Beauty roses. The favors, arti-
ficial flowers, and shades were the
special design and work of the hostess
Mra. W. W. Heintz.

The regular business meeting was
eliminated, the time being given to
the installation of officers, speeches
being made by both the incoming and
outgoing. The staff for the current
year is as follows:

President—Miss Irene Tiffany

Viee President--Miss Edna Finch

Treasurer—Mrs. W. F. Heints

Secretary—Mr. W. F. Heints

Reporter—Miss C. D. Wheeler

Banquet Toastmistress—Miss
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for the erasy house at Portland.

25th.

Card of Thanks

We wish to express our sihcere ap-
preciation of the kindmess and sym-
pathy shown us by friends and neigh-
bors during the sickmess and at the
death of our belaved husband and fa-

I'H'r._
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Mrs. James M. Reninger
and family.
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number of

- J. D. GILLESPIE & Co.

61 South Main Street

satisfacfory

~ Satisfied Customers.

Telephone 30

Day or Night

“REDYBILT”

Yard Fitrance on FEast Curtiss street

After 6 p. m. phone B3-J or B9-W,

Good Mechanics Use

POTTER MF'C & LUMBER CO.

MANUFACTIURERS AND DEALERS
'BUILDING SUPPLIES, LUMBER, COAL, MILL WORK

Portable Garages, Poultry Houses, Cottages, Poultry Equipment, Supplies, Etc.

PRORE 15

GOOD TOOLS

T Tl T -

We carry the fmest Iine of tools made.
Good selection of
Heating and Cook
Stoves

COAL, PAINTS, FEED &
FLOUR.

Mertz & Mochel

HARDWARE
36 South Main Street

TELEPHONE 29

E. H. FLECK

|
—
|

|

and appointmenta. The seats are restful, and
deeply upholstered with cloth of high quality.
Large doors give convenient entrance on either
gide; plate glass windows make it a closed
ear for inclement weather, and give fresh air
when open. With high quality in appearance
and equipment there is the simple and safe
control in driving. A woman’s car—a family

. car for every day in the year. Ford Sedan
$895 f. o. b. Detroit.

? HINSDALE SOUTH SIDE SALES ROOM

FORD DISTRIBUTORS
jand SERVICE STATION

= HINSDALE
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