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*Pﬂl‘!‘l tti remarked:

about this geatleman? was all bé |
sald.

“ ‘Nothing except what he has told
me, that is to say, that he formerly
held a commission under the holy
father.'

“ “Frue, | remember the name. But
the count is entirely mistaken. He is
WIHHWMMnmtm-

permission, which 1 did pot [all to
communicate to Vescaro the next
time I was in his house.

“He sppeared somewhat surprised
at it

“rhank you for your kind inten-
tions,' he said stifly, ‘but all the same
Iﬁummtﬂnmmrlﬂlﬂ
Mousignor Perratti's permission. At
lenst 1 will think it over.’

“There was nothing more to be
done, and [ did not refer to the sub-
ject again. Mousignor Perrattli was
good enough Lo ask me, when he found
me in the museum & few days alter,
why my friend had not come with ms,
but I put him off with an excuse.

~Some weeks had passed, and 1 bad
forgotten all about the incident, when,
as | entered the museum ome After-
noon, | was met by the worthy Jesuit
in & state of great excilement

»*Ab, Ezcallency!’' he excluimed, as
soon as he caught sight of me, 'l have
something to tell you which will give
you the greatest delight. A pew Lreas
ure has just arrived; it is a collection
of anclent seals, some of lhem most
exquisitely emgraved, s
Salvatierra has preseated Lo the pope.
You must positively come and see
them at onoe.’

~Charmed by his Istelligence, |
hastened to place myself alL his dis-
posal, He led me a long way lsto &
part of the bullding where | had naver
before penetrated. After going through
inmumerable rooms, all filled with val
uable curiosities of diferent kinds, wo
uﬂtﬁuhﬂllnhﬂ;duuudnb
lery with bare walls, to which light
was admitieod by moans of & skylight
overbead. The obscurity of the gallery
was further rellaved by the entire end
wall being made a mirrov, which re-
flacted back the Hght from the roof.
All down thia gallery were ranged
Lables, supporting the cases with glass
lids usually seen |a museumas, and in
theas cases were displayed wsels of
coina and other interesting ~hjects

“fut my coaductor would not lot
me pause lo examine them, Al the far
end of the gallery—whose apparemt
jength was increased by the mirror
[ have described—| perceived A man
ﬂﬂh:htmlﬂmﬂthm
the sontents of which be appeared (o
be setting in order

“t ja the ecardinal himself!" e
claimed Momsignor Perraltl ‘Wa are
fortunate. He la just arranging the
sonln’

“MHis Emisence, with whom 1 was
already acquainted, turned around to
greet me an | came up, and kindly
gffared to show me his famous rol
jeotion. Put how can | deecribe thene
things to you? They wera Indeed prics
jesa. Ome in particular, an onyx o
graved with the head of Veapasian,
was one of those ohjects for the saks
of which ome commits murdera’

=1 thought [ should never have tarn
mywelf away from the galtery. But the
cardinal, who was all goodness, prom-
jowd to mest me thers agaim, and to
ranew hia lectare on these fascinating
gema, At the same time Monalgnor

“ Yom ought really to bring that
count of yours to inspect thess
ssals Without doubt they would Ia-
terest him se much as they do yomu.'
= “The Count: who ls that? inguired
Salvatierra, turning to me. | explained
the allusion. His Eminemce at once
heacame Interested
“ 1 remember Count Vescarn very
wall indeed’ he mald in a tone of
marked cordiality. ‘He is indeed a man
hiiﬂﬂthlﬁ;ﬂlm:httnha
shown There is no more accompliahed
jadge of such things In Rome. I
should liks yom tn assEure him that
such |s my opinion, and that | shall
feel it a particular favor if he will
homor my little collection with a visit.’
1 will give him your kind mes-
sage, Cardimal’ 1 replied. ‘Without
doubt it will remove hia last scraples’
“ Yery good: 1 shall expect to =ee
him here within the next few days.’
=1 bowed and took my leave, feeling,
perhaps, a little chagrin at the im-
portanes which appeared to be at-

“Vescaro eaded by deciding to go
and see the gems, But he made it &
stipulation that I should go with him,
and he attached s strange importance
condition which 1 could not
d.
day or two after he called at
the embassy, as had been arranged,
for me to take him to the musenm.

“On the threshold of the Vatican he
lterally earried out his stipulation of
taking my arm, and I could even feel
his own trembling as we passed before
the Bwiss guard who were on duty
at the entrance. More than ever as-
tonished at these fears, 1 drew him
on through the building towards the
distant quarter in which the gallery
was sltuated.

“*Where are you taking me? he
demanded in a tone of uneasiness,
after we had crossed st least a dozen
saloon and corridors.

“ *Tg the gallery in which the seals
have beem placed, of ocourse, I re
tarned, lrritated at so much caution.
‘Did you pot wish to see them?”

“The count made no answer, except
to mutter & curse on the gallery for
being in such an lnaccessible spot.

“However, we reached it at length,
and were fortunate emough to fnd
Salvatierra there, with a Dominican
friar, who held a delieate camel's-hair
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“But, Your Eminence,

brush In his hand, and appearsd to
be assisting the cardinal in dusting
his gemes.

*1 at once presented Vescaro to his
Eminence who received him with well
bred ease Veacaro was obliged to
quit his hold of my arm to retarn the
cardinal's bow, but he seemed to do
so with decided reluctance; and I ob-
served him subjecting the Dominican
to & serutiny of which the good father
appearad to be perfectly unconacious.

“fut no sooner had Balvalllerra led
the way to his ease than Vescaro's un-
eaninesa disappeared in an overmas
tering tranaport of admiration. He bent
over the table, ha lifted each of the
seals separately and examined it with
the minatest care. 1, who had seen
them before, took advantage of his
absorption to glance at some of the
other objecta in the gallery. There
was a large Egyptian statwe placed
against the wall opposnite, which T had
not observed onm my last visit, and I
also moticed a curions litile Buddhist
idol fized on A bracket further down
towarda the end of the gallery

“While 1 was idly gazing at these
things, 1 heard an exclamation from
Vesearo.

“‘Bat your Eminence, this is a
forgery!’

“1 looked and saw him holding up to
the light the famous Vespasian onyx.
Qalvatierra almost snatched it from
him.

“ Maver! What you say is impos-
sibie!’ he exclaimed ‘Come thia way;
there Ia mors light.'

“And he moved down the gallery
towards fhe mirror, followed by the
axcited Vescaro and the Dominican.

“At this moment 1 feit a soft touch
on My Arm, 1 turned round with a
start, and perceived Monsignor Par
raitl, who had come up so noisalesaly
that T had not heard his footsteps,

“ "My dear Ambassador, 1 have mads
a discovery which 1 have heen waiting
ts show yoa for days’ he murmured

in a low VO ‘Coms thia way. It
is & great

[

“He prelended not to belleve me
at first, snd expressed great disap-
polntment when he found I was really
unsble to decipber it for bim. At last

away again, and I turned routd to

look for my companion.
*“To my surprise, he was not fo be

| seen. The Dominican was there In

front of the case of seals, using his
little brush, and the cardinal was ad-
vancing towards me with a vexed
look upon his face.

#+ cannot think how your friend
can belleve my onyx to be a forgery.

safe in his handa?
| ““What does your Eminence mean?'

I exclaimed. ‘Where is Vescaro?

“Salvatierra gave a stare of surprise.

“sDid you not see him go away?
Tell me, was it by any chance im-
prudent to entrust him with my
Vespasian seal™

« *your Eminence has entrusted him
with the onyx! That man!’

] could say no more. The cardinal's
face reproached me too strongly for
not having warned him against the
count. 1 parted from them hurriedly,
jeft the museum, and went straight
to Vescaro's address.

“] ecannot say that | was surprised
to find that he had not returned. |
walted for him till the hour grew &0
late that [ feared to compromise the
countess, and then came away, unable
to disgulse from mysell the susplcions
which were in my mind.

“The next day nothing was heard of
Vescaro. The affair began to get wind,
and | was dismayed to find how easily

{ gvery one assumed ihat he had been

This is a Forgery!™

ruilty of embeszling the ecardinal’s
priceless gem.

“The next day [ learnt that the mat-
ter was In the bhands of the police,
who no loager believed that Vescaro
had disappeared of his own accord,
but entartained the idea that he had
been secretly murdered A striet In-
vestigation was made. Cardinal Cal-
vatierra and the Dominican volun-
teered their evidenes as to the cir
cumstances ander which the missing
man had left the Vatican, and 1 added
my testimony to theirs,

“For some days the police pursued
their inquiries with great zeal, but
withost throwing any fresh light npon
Vescaro's fate. Thea an extraordinary
change took place In their attitnde
They dropped the Investigation as sud.
denly as they had takem it wup, and
seemed content to let the whole affair
sink into oblivion.

~All this time you must mot sup
pose that | suffered any real nneasi
nags. | was assured of my own in-
tegrity towards the missing ecount
and besidea, as an ambaseador, my
persom was of course inviolate,

“When. therefore, | learnt of the
strange behavior of the [tallan aw-
thorities, | saw that it was necessary
for me to take this matter into my own
hands. This was by no means the first
investigation of the kind which I had
andertaken, as you know, Aided by my
past experience, | resoived to set about
it in & ealm, methodical manner.

“The first step in my Investigation
was clear befors me. It was neces-
sary that | should dismiss for the
moment all theories turning on the
ioss of the seal of Vespasian. All the
other ecircumstances in the case
pointed to the fact that Veacaro had
some secrst enemy im the Vatican.
and that this ememy had seized the
aopportunity of the count’s presence
to inflict the vengeance which he had
evidently dreaded beforshand.

“More than sver resolved to sift this

1 affair to tha bottom, 1 set
out that very afternoom for thé scené

it ia an fMuminated
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manner in which I had been duped.
The last I had seen of Vescaro wWas
when he was walking towards the
end of the gallery with the seal in
his hand followed by Salvatierra and
the Dominican. 1 had only the cardin-
al’s assurance—his suggestion rather
J ~that the count had ever returned!

“Stunned by this blow, I turned n
glance towards the emd wall, which |
have already described as belng cov-
ered with a mirror, which gave a de
geptive appearance to the length of
the gallery. 1 started, and gave vent
to a stified ery. This wall was close
to, almost touching the case which
contained the seals.

“] rubbéd my eyes and stared. How,
if this were so, could | have seen Ves-
earo and the two others walk off In
that direction? 1| gazed round dis
tractedly searching for something to
enlighten me. | observed the Egyptian
atatue still in its place, though It, also,
now appeared to be standing closs
up against the end wall. 1 looked
further for the Buddhist idol on Ita
bracket. It was nowhere to be seen’
| became positive—yes, the bracket
supporting the ldol was farther alomg
the wall which | now bebeld was a
false ope, which could be withdrawn
at will, leaving space beyond!

The trap onee closed, DO doubt
there had been men walting to rush
out and secure the prisoner, while
galvetierra and the Dominican—
perhaps a familiar of the holy ofice—
had made thelr way back by some
socrel passage.

“] made a brief examination of the
walls of the gallery, and found what |
eipected. Immediately brhind the
Egyptian statue was a panel, which
sounded hollow to my knock. It wWhe
so doubt opened by a secret apring.
and the statue had been placed there
to concoeal the opening

“Thers was no more for me to do in
the gallery, and | came awWRy Hat 1
had not yet ascertalned Vescaro's
ultimala Male,

“The eovidence was supplied to me
almost by accident Om quitting the
musenm | turned into the grounds ol
the Vatican, where | had special priv.
ileges na an ambassador to the rourt,
and which 1 had never properiy %
plored. The wast extent of thesa
grounds s well hnown, and | wan-
dered om idly till | came to what ap
peared to be a disused cemetery, hid
den In a remote corner. Oulded, per
haps, by an intuition, I jmased Into
this little burial ground, in which |
had not walked far befors | percelved
in front of me what had the aspect
of a newly made grave, | stepped hast-
ity forward, and on A amall stome
whicth had beon placed al the head
1 read the inscription In Latin:

‘Pray for the Soul of
g v

“Theres could be no longer any
Aoubt 1 beheld the tomb of Gullelmo
Veacaro'

“] went stralght to the palace of
Cardinal Salvatierra, and requested
his Eminence to hear my confession.

“At first he seemed to think that |
had taken leave of my senses

“ "Bat, Signor Ambassador. the mem-
bers of the Sacred college do nol re
ceive confessions,’ he sard with hangh-
tiness. ‘It s some plous Jesuit to
t whom you require (o go.

“‘On this occasion it Iz not so’ |
reaponded firmly. “The sin which |
have to confeas s a very heinous one
| have been gulily of suspecting A
princa of the church of a terrible
crime.’

=1 saw the cardinal ehange color.
He hesaitated for a moment, and then
salid.

~ *Phea gin which you have commit-
ted ia indeed heinous. In thia case
I agree to hear your confession.’

“Without waiting for more [ com-
ménced, and related the whole affair
exactly ad | have dome to you. The
cardinal Hatened to me in perfect
gilence. At the close he sssigned me
a nominal penance, promounced the
asual absolution, and diamissed me.

"] eame away, with the feeling that
1 had gained nothing by my bold step.
My intemtion, of course, had been to
give him the opportunity of making aa
axplanation. However, I reproached
mysell without reason.

“The next morning an officer of
the Moble Quard arrived at the em-
bassy., bearing the pope’s rommand
for me to wait apon his holiness forth-
with 1 was plunged imto confusion
by this message, which I did not know
whether to regard as favorable or
the reverse. [ could only obey; and
as soon as | had exchanged my or-
dinary drexs for my ecourt oniform,
I got into the state earriage of the
smbassy, and drove to the Vatiean.

“*Thare 1 was recelved, to my aston-
ishment, by Cardinal Salvatierra him-
polf, who greeted me with distin-
guished ‘aurlll!iu, and condnetad me

it i e esmecn 2 12 o |

"l

pope diamissed everybody except Bal-
vatierrs. He them commanded me to
rise, and addressed me:

“‘IL have sent foy your Excellency.’
he said, ‘mot in your capacity as Am-
bassador of France, buv in that of &
son of the Church. 1 have been in-
formed that you were an acgualntanee
of a certain man calléd Count Gullel-
mo Vescaro, and | have belleved It
possible that you may be uneasy in
your mind with regard to his fate
Am 1 right in this?

“] bowed, and darted a look at Sal-
vatierra. But his Eminence remained
without any sign of consclousness.
The Holy Father proceeded:

*+] have, therefore, determineq to
give you certaln information which,
as & loyal Catholic, you will know bow
to respect. To begin with, have you
been told that the man Vescaro was
formerly an officer in my service”

“1 bowed onoce more.

“:‘Do you kuow how he came lo
quit my service, and to be in receipt
of & pensjon from the king of Sardin-
ia, who styles himself king of Italy”

“*1 do mot, your Hollness.'

“qt s that which 1 desire to tell
you. You are famillar with the eir-
cumstances under which the king ob-
tained possession of the city of Rome,
which has belonged to the Holy Bee
for 1,500 years. The moment the gar-
rfson of your brave counirymen Was
withdrawn in consequence of the mis-
tortunes of the year 1870 the brigands
employed by Vielor Emmanuel
marched agalost my territories. In
the exercise of my righis as A sOV-
ereign, | resolved to resist them, and
| ordered my Uroops to defend the
gates of Rome. Vescaro Wwia that
one of my officers In whom | placed
the greatest confidence, and | assigned
to him the mosi (mpertant post. the
Poria del Popole. Under him was a
leutenant, by name Andrea Chigl, &
eadet of one of the most [llusirious
Roman families

“ “Pheae two officars, with thelr men,
weore oo duly when the advance ghard
of the enemy appeared lo froat of the
gate. Chigl demanded Lhe word o
fire. Vescaro refused to give I and
al once proposed to holst the white
flag im tokem of surrender Enragrd
at this cowardice, Chigl tarned to the
men to Invite them (o fire, when Ves.
earo, drawing his sword, ran the brave
young man through the heart. The
nezt moment the white fGag was
holsted. the Sardinian troops entered
Rome without a shot having been Ared,
and the dominioms of the Holy Hee
were reduced to this palace

= ‘irectly alterwards It was die-
covered that Yescaro's condacl Wwas
premeditated He had accepled &
hriba frém the Sardinias governmeni
to betray my capital into their hande

“Thers was solemn silence for a few
momentis Then the pope spoke again:

- “We have lost Rome, bat within
these walla the pope ia still & sov.
ereign. Immediately after the evenia
{ have referred to, | comstituted a
tribunal to judge Vescaro, and he was
summoned to take his trial He re
tased to come. and from the natars
of hia offense | could not require the
panrping government to hand him over
to me The process was therefore ad
joutned, till such time =e Vescare
shond place himeell within the jarin
dietion of the court

* “Thia ocourred the other day. He
entared my territory of his owm A
eord, and was duly arrested, cerfain
precantiona being taken to avold pro-
voking seandal, and to give the Sar
dinian government no exeuse (o intar.
fere., Vesears wan al once bronght
to trial an sdvocate was assigned to
him, such of the witnesses ss are still
Nring were produced, and ha was pro-
nounced gulliy of treason, muarder_ and
dessrtion on the field, The crime was
a secular one, And the sentence Was
executed. aftar Vesearo had made A
full confesstom and admitted the jme
tice of his doom.

= ja therm anvthing in these pro-
ceedings which you ¢an complain of
as irregular?

= Nothing, your Hollness '

“His manner all at omee changed
He addressed Cardinal Salvatierra.

= 'Cardinal, we have had emough of
paonishments; now let ue apeak of re
wards. What does a man deserva
who, when he finds himselfl in pos
sssnion of the most dreadfal proofs
against a prince of the Church, matead
of brufting hia suspicions abroad, goes
to the man he Is obliged to suspect,
and candidly confesses everything™

= Your Hollness, he deserves to be
honored by the Church.

= *That is my opinion,’ said the good
pope with a kind smile. “Give our son
what we have designed for him.

“I looked round, bewfldered. The
sardinal advanced towards ma and,
in his Holinesa's name, investad me
with the Order of the Cross Keya."
(Capyright, In U. & and COreat Britain)

Ursatiafied Curiosity.

“Father,” said the small boy, “what
is the fomrth dimension?’

“] can't ba bothered about that
fust now, my son.”

“Why? 1s that a foollsh question?™

“] guess the question s all right
But | mast say [ never heard an

answer to It that struck me &8 very
‘sémaible.” | ‘
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