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ors e we, Til, July 13, 1916,
_‘i:, . to the Pres-
B Village of Downers Grove
ek yeply 1o my communica-
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N of sald article and

Article 9 of Chapter 24 of the Re
vised Btatutes of Illinols.

While Mr. Backus |Is apparently
quite accurate in stating the amounts
transferred from the special assess-

| ment funde to the general fund, water

and light fund and street and alley

fund, he falls entirely ln advising the
tax payers of this village as to the
amount of money that had previously
been advanced and expended from
these funds on account of the special
assessment funds, and as to maleriala
turnished for foundations and olher
purposes and the large quantity of
water furpnished contractors, which
was Marnished from the contract price
of the various contractors and (Lrans-
ferred Lo the funds Lo which it prop-
erly belouged. It should also be re
membered that the fOrst installment of
every special assessment, under our
statuse, does nol become due and pay-
able until the succeeding second day
of January, after a mpecial ansess-
ment has been confirmed. In order

‘| to give Lhe conlraclors an opportunity

to do the construction wark of our fm-
provements during the summer and
fall of the year, uearly all of our aAs
sessments were confirmed during the
spring, 8o thal In most casas DO money
bad been pald into Lhe special assons

| ment funda untll after the work had

bean completed and not as a rule, un-
(il a year after Lhe Arsl expedsen OH
account of msuch Improvemenl Wwere
incurred.

dome of the principa) llems, for the
payment of which, mobey from Lhe
goneral fand bad to be, and was,

| utitizsed according Lo law, are Lhe fol-

Printing and publication of
notlces for public hearing and coo
firmation ol alscssmen!, speclal as
seaament booka for use of ("ounly
Clerk and Vilage Collector (not Kepl
in stock, bul especially made for that
purposs ), printing of sevaral thouwsand
apecial assesament ©oupon bhonda, ad
vertlsing for hide In trade papers and
readvertising where bids were |00
high, publication of ordinapcea, ¢
quired lo be published by law, publica
tion of notloes of award of coniract,
payment for properiy condemnped (pen
assssamenl prooeedings (or sanitary
and storm waler sawers), which must
be pald belore pomsession can be ob
tained by the municipality, commis
gloners and Jury f(ees In condemna
ton proceadings, court coelis, Inepac-
tion of cement, brick and other maile
rinl mada by (the /niversily of lllinola
and the Haal Laboratories of 1
eagn. In addilem (o ihe foreguing,
there are many minor flama, A record
of which was hept by the (Tlerk of (he
floard of Local lmprovemeat. | the
eomairuction of sireet pavements, ol
ihe beginning, crushed slnne was waed
aa a foandatlon, while later gravel
from (ha municipal gravel pii  was

lowlng

equalise o some exient, the coatl of
such Improvements belwean property
awners who had pald for a stone foun
dation and those satiefled with a grav
ol foundatlom, a reasonable charge
waa made by the village for the grav
ol thua furnished and a tranafer for
ihat purpose was made from suvch ape
cial assessment fanda to the sireel
and afley anfd genaral fund In payment

of snell graval
An homest and carefal inveat igation

-. R Sgpert of \be foregoing

staths that | did
. with the il
untll May,
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of these mattars will disclose the fact
that the amount of mensy (ransferred
troen (he special asscssmant funds to
| the gemeral fund, sirest and ajlay
fund and water and light fond. doea
not areeed tha amonat which was ac
tnally and legally due auch funda
From thia explanation it will ba
readily seem (hat Mr Packes’ state
ment as to the reason for theae trans-
| tars. |a erromeous and that the gen-
aral fand. the water and light Pand
and other fanda to which these trans
fers wers made were legally entiled
to soeh money and that it was not
dome for (he mera purpose of enabling
| the vilage of Downers Orove to pay
Ha special assessmenta for public ben-
ofit and property owaed by the ma-

ment in front.
$250.00 Cash,

takes this fine property ;
gage runs three years; no
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waad for that purpose and In order o

. .__ .-f. --.'-I;,,:;H' H .
resources of the village for municipal
purposes, have always been.very lim-

ited, and 1 appreciate the fact that
they ar~ more limited mow by reason
of the fact that the village bas lost the
amount which used to be paid for
liquor licenses amounting to $2000 &
Year, L]
Mr. Backus makes the further state-
ment that the municipality of Downers
Grove, during my incumbency, did not
levy a sufficient amount of money each
year for the purpose of paying the spe-
clal assessments of the village made
agalnst it on account of public bene-
fits and property owned by the vil
lage. _
i do not criticise Mr. Backus per
sonally for this statement, but he has
been, no doubt, il advised ron this
proposition. The records of the vil
lage show that in each flacal year dur
ing my incumbency, the village of
Downers Grove levied to the limit al
lowed by statute, namely, 2 per cent.
of the total assessed valuation, which
was aflterwards changed by what in
known as the Juul Law ta 1.2 per cent.
of the assesped valuation, as lovied
and equalized for Biale and counly
purposes.
| Infer from the statement made by
Mr. Backus that he 1= under the im-
pression that for the purpose of pay-
jpg the amsessmvnts for public bene-
fits againat the property owned by the
village, a levy could have been made
in addition to the 2 per cenl herein
referred to. | have searched our stal-
utes and authorities in vain for the
purpose of fOnding aoy authority for
making such an additional levy. Our
statute does not permit such addl-
tional levy.
It must be borne in mind that a mu-
nicipality, llke the village of Down-
ers (jrove, |a a crealure of our legls
lature and bas only such powers as
are expressly given Lo It by slatule
and this s especially true ol mallers
appertalning to taxation. The only
levy which the slatule authorizes,
oulside of the 2 per cenl. herein re
fererd to- now ) 2 per cenl.— s a lovy
for the alnking fund to provide fur
ihe payment of general Iimprovement
bonds (nol special assessmenl bonds)
and the interest thervon. Our stalule
aapressly provides that no other luvy
shall be made, In any one fscal year,
by any muaicipality excepl wpon Au
thority glven by & vOiw of the people
where the guesilon |s submitied lo
them sl an election

Mr. Backus further siates thal ihe
law provides Lhat villages may use H
per ceat. of Lhe amount of Lhe apsenn
ment for exponses, His promisc In
this matier s correct, but his conclu
slons are wrong, due po doubt Lo the
fact that be has been ) advised ax
o what under our slalwies cab be In
claded within sald & per cenl. and
what eannot be incleded tUar local
jmprovement act provides thal in mw
nicipalitieas like Downers lirove, & per
conl. of (he amount of the aam-aainenl
may be utlllzed for the purposs ol pay
ing preliminary alpenses, guch as (he
making of eratlimate, panaing resoln
tions and public hearing and the mak
ing and returning of the asaessam ni
f:l-"_ el

if Mr Dackaus will taka the time 1o
separate (hess Hema (rom the (olal
amounis clalmed aa harving been ap
propriated under (he sovilon of (he
statute o which he refera, he will find

:

the village of Dowesera (Irove has
hepd well within the limi of the &
per cenl

He further siaiea (hat 6 per renl
was allowed to (he engineer and 3 per
cenlt, ihe aliorney, evidently be
lleving that these (wn (lema (hem
aelves eticeed the & per cent limit. |
has been bheld by the Bupreme (‘awrl
of our Hiate that the part of the en
ginesr's services rendered during the
conat ruction of the improvement, such
as superiniending lhe comatruction. in
apeciing the matarial and other work
peceasary, s part and parcel of the
ronetirection of the improvement and
does not come within the & per ceal
limit

Mr Backus will farther fAind, if he
rafera to the recorda of the Reard ol
jocal Improvementa, that in arcord
anee with (he statute, which demands
atriet imapection of all materials nesd
in the constrection of improvemen!s,
an well ans with the request of the
properiy owners of Dowwsera (Orove,
all material which was meed in the
econstructiom of omr local Improve
ments were teaisd at comalderable ex
pense and thal ja cases where a large
forre of men wers working om the im
provement, the village hired an in
apector bheaitdeas the ome farniahed by
the eagineer for the reason that the
engineer’'s forces were kepl buay many
tHimea setling stakea and rorrecting

)]

. For Sale!
A Genuine Real Estate Bargaim

Ripe For Improvement
98 1-2 x 134 L.

South East Corner of Saratogs and
1 Sewer, Water, Cement Walks, Curbs

fanlta in the work already dome

Chicago avenues.
and Brick Pave-

or Best Offer

balance $1000.00 straight mort-
monthly or yearly payments.
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of the constriction of the Improve
ment and are not within the 6 per

penses.
Mr. Backus further alleges that the;

writer received $9999.99 as attorney
fees during his term in office on ac-
count of speclal assessment work. As
| have stated before, Mr. Backus Is
apparently iuclined to deal in large
items. If the readers will take into
conslderation the fact that this
amount was pald for a perloed of sev-
en years' sBervice and expenses, they
will find that the payments which I
received for each year were, compar
atively, small for the gervices ren-
dered: In fact, smaller than that of
the average tradesman of today. My
charges for my services were paid to
me under contract by the village, be-
ing 2 per cent. of the amount of the
assessment, and they were less than
what the village had paid tlo attor
neys for like services who preceded
me in office, and 1 per cent, less than
the customary charge for like services
by attorneys in suburban towns
around Chicago.

It should also be horne In mind that
a large number of special  assess-
ments were haniled by me from thelr
inception until thelr conelusion, In
gome cases for a sum as low as §50.00,
which sum did not pay for the actual
expenses incurred by me on account of
such work.

By refering to our village records,
| find that very recently & very con-
slderable fee was pald by our village
authorities to some attorney of Chi-
cago on aceount of specinl assessment
No, 25. The services rendered in thatl
behalf, | am frank (o =ay, were oy
far lesa than any services rendered hy
me oo account of any special assess-
ment proceeding for the village, and
yet the compensation allowed aald at-
torney was far In excess of what |
have charged for a greal many entire
special ansessment proceedings.

In allowing the engineoer & per cenl.
of the cost of the imphwuwut. the
village dld not pay a cent more than
was customary at that time, and wis

' ties Of his
self on this subject, I wish to say.that
I did bring to the attention of my
successor in office the fact that the
speclal assesament (unds needed close

pald by all other municipalities in this
wection of the country

Mr BDackusa further states that the
forfeltures amount Lo many thousand

dollars. My Information In
half 1% taken from a record, which

stales on M fuce that it has been
prepared under and by authority of
Mr. Anson Backus, president of the
vilage of Downers Grove, and from
ihat record | glve the following :

plemenial aszcesm Al on Aelinaguent
property had expired om special ar
sesamenis % to 21 inelwsive: special
amsraamenta No 8§ and
Armed In the latter part of 199,
cinl assrasments No 11, 12, 12 14 and
15 were confirmed in 1998, apecial as
sesamenta No 18 1% ansd 21 were comn
firmed In the year 1997, sn thal the
last three mentioned apecial
menia were not snhject to the Siatnte
of Limitations, as to delinguents, antil
the latter part of 1912, and, aa | have
astated. the information taken from the
book prepared hy Mr. RNackwus showed
a very amall amount of forfeitnres
and delinguenta in these assesz=ments,
not anfMicient tn warrant a sapplemen
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watching and when the present village

attorney was a_lmut to assume the du-

ties of the office of village attorney for

the village of Downers Grove, | had
numerous conversations with him and,
if be is honest on this subject, he must
admit that I called his attention (o
the apecial assessment matlers.

I responded to an invitation of our
president last year o be proscut at o
meeting, to which meeting 1 went with
only one intention and that wias to of-
fer any assistance that | could to help
them in therse various matters, and 80
slated Lo the president at that meet
ing amd at a subseguent meeling
which | had with the president and
present village attorney, but froan the
attitude of these officials, 1 could draw
no other conelusion thap that they did
not care for my advire or that my X
perience and knowledge of these mat-
tors wnans inferior to  theirs, conse-
quently 1 bave ceased to offer any
further suggestions to them,

The present village attorney will
no doubt remember thai o ba= told
him on at least ten diferca.  occih
glons that whenever | could he ol any
assistance to him to call on me and |
would be glad to voluntedr and give
him such assistanece free of charge.

I hope that the readers of this pa-
per maoy excuse e for going into 5o
much detail, but it appeared necessary
o0 me to do so in order to put the
facis hefore the people of Downers
Grove and demonstrate that the ex
cuses which are given for non-com
plianee with the law to levy sinpprlee-
menta) nssessment for the purpose of
paying specinl assessmcent bonds ol
the village are based on erroucous pre
sumptions.

The law imposes (wp distinet duties
upan the president and Hoard of T'run
tecs and the treagurer,  The dwy ol
the president and Hoard of Troslees
is, Arsl, o provide the  Decessar
funds 10 pay special assessment bhonds
or vouchers and the duty of the trew
urer in o pay such bonds or vouchers
(oo Section 99, Article VIH, Chaplie
1, Hevieed Statutes:  “The prosidentd
amd oard of Trustees shall with all
reasonable dillgence * * % rause
valld assessment oF BascREmenls
1 be levied and collected (o pay il
boods or vouehers, until all such bond
pald, An)
voueher, i

or vouchers shall bee Tully
basiailn 0O

Bpecial Asseanment oo K, (or ihokr annigns, shall Le entithsd (o sum
(eilurea ; E—— ]t 1 "'-'lm:nrr relled by way of mamdamus o
Hpﬂ'iil Assepament Na. 10, for Injunction.” And mee alrn Heolblon o',
(rilures o .22 same article and chapier.)
MNpecial Amneaament Na 11, for iIf our Tormer tressarer, (herefors
fellures o 158 han been gullly of a wrongful proc
Hpecial assessment Noo 17, Tor- Lilee, an alleged by Mr.  Harkos, §
feltures I 1.27 | must by coneeded that It was due 1o
Hpecinl Arpeaamenl Na 11, for Elh-- negligenee ol oor preabdent  aml
felluren . N7.59 | loard of Trusives in’nol comply oy
Hpecial Anserasment No 11, Iax with the sintuie (o vy (he neCFsERT)
certifcaleon . . %31 7¢ | pupplemenial atsessments al the prop
dpecial Ammesament No 14, for er (ime 1o pay Ihe special assessmeni
felluren 101 21| bondla an they malured Mr el
dpecial Assenament No 14, lax | turther atates that the amount ol
cortifiral pa v . 1887 | money tarned over hy  our  forme
Hpecial Asaraament No, IN, for ireaanrer (0 our preeenl (FrFasuarer was
frfturra _ . K703 BLHRT AR From receipts before me
Spncial Asseazment Nao 19, for !lllﬂr‘ll_ . ¥ Imavis, Village Treas
felturea A &7 | grer.” dated June 15, 1915, 1 Aind thal
Apreial Astenament No 29, fior on (hat date Mr. Rogeras furfned over
frituera : 11.0% |t Mr Davia $23056 14 in money i nal
dApoels| Arsesament Mo 19, fowr 2580 0 n pecuritien amd §1AR1 0 in
Tl s A1 1an certificaters
diser i 1] Asmeasameal No 0, lor | have failed o Bnd any raplann
{1g e 1476ty in Mr NMackns reply as o why
ihe village defanitrd in Aagmsi, 1910
Thear are all the farfeitures  re [in the payment of bonds whicrh ma
vealed hy That record. 1T the record | tared al that time agains=] ape= ial as
ba Ineartect, Mr Nackws ghould 80| ersament 25, and amounting o 1,50
atale when (he village had §1.,08 in the
Referring to the siatement of \he|tenth instaliment of aaid sssczamenl

president (hat th= “ime o vy aup l:rnnahh- for thal purpnse
I i H
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America’s Treasure,

The treasury of America in

tire

e l thoma ambitiona, those energles, that

canpot ba restricted lo a apecial fav

ored class. |t depends apon the in
ventlona of aaknown men, apon the
Every

oviginationa of anknown men
couniry la renewed oul of the ranka
of the anknown_ not out of the ranka
of thoae already famous and powerful
and in control —Woodrow Wilson.

e —

Might Be Either.
Misa Climber—"That man s always
ranning down other people” Misa

tal on the delinguent properiy ' Ascum—"Seandal or anto? —New
Mr. PBackus alen makes the rhirmnl York fun
A ——————— e m—— —

The

facture

1156 inoh wheel base

$985.00

F.O. B. Factory

Buick For 1916

Buick valve in the head motor cars enter

their fourteenth year of successful manu-

Announcement by the Buick Motor Car
Company thatits 1916 product is to be con-
finedtosix eylindermodelsexclusively, sup-
plies a complete and satisfying answer to
the most insistent demand of present day

motorists—the demand for more power

5 Passenger Touring Car 7 Passenger Touring Car

130 imeh wheel base

$1485.00

F. 0. B. Factory
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T RENT — CLARENDON Hill1S; B8
roving, large porch, hot waler, bath,
gus, gurage, terraced lawn, fruit, garden.
Rental $27.60. Address Heporter.

FOIt SALE CHEAP—Four-burner gas
dtove with oven, Cost §30.00 new. -
devas J, 10 MceVean, I F. D. No, &
7-18-3-F
EX P ENCOE IHHSER BEBEIER AND
coik wants situation in smull family,
ne washing., Waged 3,00 every Hulm':ir

—— e G

wlpht.,  Gowd treatment expeched.
dvesg “Chaga,”” care Downers l';m}e fe-
porler, -9-2P.

FOIRR SALE--AT T. K, BROURKS HTOIt-

age Warehouse: 1 bhed, 2 dresser -
desks, 3 lnwnmowers, I planos, 1 sewing
maching, stovens, 1 sale, 1 table (exlen-

sjony. Telvphone 186,
NURSING WANTED  BY COMPETENT,

respohisibile I.uq.li-. Phone 168-W-1. 1%
i, Hox . 1L K. 1n No. 3§, i-2-3p

;. H. Ware, 138 N. Main sL.

I‘.'f--“»'. tt‘l?

sdoon eepis ook hanise, hath, stove heal, re-

pive-nil Iwaseanent, bol 555158, Prlee §2 .,

six-teean bouse on north  slde, steam
peesad, ol wpes bu-aldnnlee, Boardwoomsl Howirs, This
i am goasl  regeadr aml welll bsuidt.
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Viaabow asillew,

wf The Jessl,

Mw cpasar DamEmibloow . BEw, bt wlvesl In
ton s, » sle barge bot, lsirn (T L
Mok 16lf¥aoi

sSin-eesnn 1t for repl, all mawlern, FIN

Moy et -remmpt housie, sbennm beal, a1
et abuawin =Laars, Laidl, bl fg 12 rpee
b Qams boawy Qus petal an Bgnres. Ank e bt
i oawtel Lsad i Thiv  pewperty  can L
Beasangz il subp 5wl oy pp Tood prus At Uik,

Sach ol mvmii Bkl = e i lye il wlal
eame el dgase msenl, furpaes heal, Bidialr
Pailas, Banbb, s arml » beichn bae DIk, i Ll
cwwd s Dlimg om wirle Ly hnsldern, JArge rhada:
bowrmd  wia-dpd i bma i Buigssil, sigkll  bvrm, el
Pk o wily B4, 199 YT
bl i yVariar o o L

||+|'HI
feeym d W)
imrh, 1T

P bt orosam hisirst i L baeed ool ol
Ciests. mamath MNhobe. latle, gaxn, rhvine bights,
sl woater heal, kagge ponh, Toves il i,

sl sten 0l l'n-r lr_ NI

A e rameny Pasdine 0 Maple avenir,
et bl mualeon g harn, asss g 1l =
pansad imn Tud} K R YRl Sk wller

T B cemienl  Dapeimenl
Bal  waler eal lsdin, gos, l'l-!‘l"ll'll llﬁhl"
soil Misiem wpl larweg hamar T'll.i- o0 il

T % 0 o owmipea 0 by Fuaml  Touspml (R ITE
TR

sin - rrwin heiar, all maslarn, just pew iy
judemiend, Ihia Petiss e wnly wFEven FFRIN
18 | boia el Ve e gvw il . D aF mome @ el
fwipisade 5 Toilen, eleeiibe wmel gns haght s, Vead s,
w iasd cwtnje le In every wWay, Ao bust ¥ 1
sinell o Vilo liw b Peosd e fiwnif Arween, NFAj-8,
o san 13 lery  imiriuile = walk Qi

I Thi® ‘

fagm. Iarge WA,
CTR il 1 | 'h"lll'-lli"l'r vl
| TR w iy R --h-'_lll'lrr-

sbaniit V8% philew Froam o #
I'i‘h. L .JI *'*

new ML e- Fessgry [ TLTET S

e iile ol

|'||'|l|ll'1l
il guaall ol

e i T
ibsval MNive
ylass  euaFm e
ot o by afler,
T BT L L, Fouws |

i fvred b il
frwig tresa ¢kl en Pus i,
e il e b 'l.; (]

ey om -yt heagwe Al  bath
lesae il ool - waler heat aiea
feoait Bpwwa, Ihree lbis Wwa fyoom |I+|-|-I
] e

E R i id | =rile T-lfﬂdiln mrmel Five
earilely  Devnolal g ha= +veil
bevis  asd over Wil e giey tesl s iently
pevmg o resist the KNKERUY OF WIND
T o M “oewr @ (e Llmme.  Ine mod 10K
.45, MET ACT TubAY

WY MMM houss, cemenl by eemenl
fuir mimees, lArg» swrh with =»~reeng E"“"
= L sl mear Faof a1 | il
[ivmite This hemise in i A-) comadilion
i riee §1.5808; (ermme

canidl fomd bot, marih Forest Awe
ter, gas and elecirle tight, enly 1A

1sf ma ahuw youn sume Maple avehir
hote W grama Are Aguring ol b livgg 1hi=
L L
Froar and one hall arres of land, =ight
oo heaas, gl condifjon, barn, rhick
em ovse_ fruit lrees Maatl be pesn in
vummpare the price, g, Makas offer

Ilow can yog duplicate this ane? Fiz
riwveyy henpee. pew, cement bassmenl, lauh
Ary Twrmnce heat, arges Hying room wilh
fireplace, open stalreay, op o date wath
receny. Twn porches, paved street. Lot 60
138  1viee SLAMO

it -room house, farnace  heal, hath,
hoaee just nawly paintsd, largs harn. Lot
&Ex159 Pries 11 108 Fiway fToerme

It yomn Ara laking fnf Acre properiy
within one o twn bincks af erorporatlon
Mmite ask me abhoot sagy tarma,

ima - rrmm hones, all moadern, In Al Fon-
dition, large barn, froit trees, one of the
heet loratlnns jn Downers Orova Lot
1 @y T FPrien §71 M9

£.reenm hetieen: modlern; in rrvmeill -
ttom: am heel street In Doweners (Trave
Irire, §2.70% Maks An offer,

g.room house, hot water heat, bath,
chirken honss, (riit {reem, grapes. plenty
of shade irees paved street, north side
theast ol lacatlon. Lot 752141 Pries, 11 600

Apnther Rargain room house, all
meslorn, an paved strest, 100x142. Price.
it e

It yom ars lonking for 4 bargain jet me
hive & talk with yom and W you have &
howee o It yon want to sefl 1 shall be
ples=ed o et IR

fom will find me at 35 Sewth Main St

Telephone 111R

(has Haller

35 S. Main Street
Phone 113-R
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LAWN MOWERS SHARPENED AND|
risprained.
Fhohse

VASES .

Now is the time to decorat
your lawn with a nice Cemes
Flower Vase, delivered
put up for $7.00

H. MacPherson
Shop Phone z11-R

FRED FINK

LIVERY

Curriages for Weddings,
Funarals, Elc.
11 Grove St Pbhone &iJ

?[";_ -~ }] Yong -l'ﬂ. ﬂl [
s Omadl TX A0 MansLn

CEMERT BORTALVADLTS

H. W. PETRIE

Composer
Teacher of Singing

from MHuediments to Artistic Fiaksh

Tenor

ﬁ-ppnill'lﬂlrl‘l'ln by Mail or Fhoun

Studios Maple & Fawview Avs.

Downers Grove, [llinois
'hone 22 M

July Clearance :
We have a lew pumps

we are going to close out

reduction
The largest selechion and

up to-date line of footwe
Downers grove

A par ol ﬂﬂ{;hiﬂ‘* given
with every par ol high or
shoes every Wednesday,

Morris Shoe St

84 Benth Baln 51 Dewmars Grawe,

Fhome M1 R

MARGARET AIRD

Face Massaging

Work done at your rdsidene
Lyman and Ovrohard B
DOWNERS GROVE

This paper belongs to you, Mr. and Mirs.
scriber, just as well as to the publisher. You
of course. Yomn can help

FVERY READER SHOULD BE A REPQE
ER, at least to the extent of '

the
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