At that time.
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s ROM much that historlans have
written about the Fourth of
July, 1776, an erroneous Idea of
the happenings of that great day
has become a common heritage of
the people of our land. Many an
American considers It a part of
a patriotie duty to muse upon the
imaginative picture entitled “The First Fourth
of July,” which some historical writer has painted
upon his wvislon. .

In fancy he sees Independence hall In Phila.
delphia and the Continental congress with Its
ruffied shirts, long eloth coats, knee pants, sllk
stockings and low shoes sltting with dignity, but
listening spellbound to a wonderfully strange and
entirely new document ®alled “The Declaration of
Independence.”

In fancy he even hears the popular acclalm
of “That is just what we all say!” and "It Ia
well worded, Mr. Jeffernon.” Then the mind ple-
turesa the various delegates to congress hasten-
ing forward, eager for the hggor of fxing theilr
slgnatures to a sheepskin docament,

The scene changes to the ringing of the great
berty bell, to the assembling of the pesople at
Philadelphia who applavded the reading of this
bill of rights and to the fAnal closing of the day
with #very man, woman and child In Philadel
phia happy because he s no longer a [lritish
subject, having become a frea American In a
single day,

Buch a vislon pletures a herole scene. but the
true record of events doea not aMrm that thesas
socalled happenings took plare on that me-
morable day., Ity blotting ont the imperfect de
talls of the picture the Fourth of July Is In neo
way robbed of any of lta glory.

An authentle aceonnt of what tranepired at
that time changes the meaning of the Fourth of
July from one day to about sixty in which the
whole hiatory of our national liberty la told and
the herolc heart-throbs of the sorely tried colo
nista are koenly felt

The day Itsell properly eymbnlizes the liberty
for which the patriota of that time stood ready
to sacrifiee thelir livea In order to launeh the
'nlted Bialea as a natlonal eraft which should
be anchored by no welght of foreign despotism

M waa a time of danger when bheother, friend
and neighhbor became esiranged hy reason of
political apinton  Bome ecolonista still loved the
mother country with true English pride, while
otheras were po embitterad by the innatice n' tha
gnvereign aernas (he eseaa that they willingly
ave their all to the cause of the people of Lhe
new  land

Miring the latter part
Ington h'meelf wrote that no

of 1774 George Wash-
thinking man
separate from

among the enlonists wanted fto
England, and Franklin ridicaled the idea
Tiring the early days of the revolution the

bmecoata never Arramed of separating from the
beloved land of thelr ancdestora. In faet, such a
enuraese would have been condemned by Amerl.
cans themselves as treason. Jefferson declared
that prior to April 19, 1775, he had heard no whis-
per of the disposition of anyone to stand from
under the governmental power of Great Rritain.

The Inevitahle, however, eame with the spring
of 17768, when loeal assembllies began formal dis-
crunsslon regarding the liberty of colonists. These
lagizlative bodies possessed but lHitle power, but
ther did a great part In eryatalilzing the senti
ment for Independenee In many quarters and
foreing those opposed to the idea to deelare their
Inimical attitnde

The good work of these amall legislative bodiea
wae reflected and magnified as eoon as the dele
gatea were sent to the Continental congresa
Then the spirit of lberty permeated the very at-
mosphere of the national assembly and many an
Individual received the courdge to align himeelf
with the new cause

if, June 7 1776, there had been an “extra
paper” to have informed the public of the latest
politieal news one might have read the flaring
headlinea “Richard Henary lee of Virginia the
Man of the Hour,” for it was he who on that day
started the Fourth of July. It waa this south-
erner who Introduced the first declaration of In-
dependence in _congress declaring the Ameriean
peopla fres.

Good jndgment dictated the ecauntion of omit-

ting John Adams’ name from the minutes, as

the second to that motlon, yet the fact is known
today, when thers 18 no army of redcoats wait-

ing to selze patriots as rebels

Too much pralse cannot be given to the In-

trofuction of Lee’s resolution, yet It was to the
eredit of the Comtinental congreass that action

was not forced npon such an important measure
It eould not have sacceeded until
all objections had been silenced, all fears of
England’s success allayed untll all were con-

sclentiously convipeed that the causea of lHberty
was Jjust. It w

imperative that all shonld ok

the Goddess of Liberty squarely In the face with
a devotion to follow where she should lead

the resolntion was iaid over untll the next day,

As mo agreemsnt counld be reached on June 7
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time appoinied a committee of five ta prepare

A declaration of Independence of the same pur

port as l.ee'a resolutjon, in the hope that the

new docirine would be asnanimously accepied
when the matter shonld be again taken wp In
Inly

Policy demanded that a southermer should
be choaen to write the declaration in order to
increase the probablity of its unanimous adop-
tion Logically, Jefferson waa the man to carry
thia work through, for the masterly styla of his
pen was weoll known. With sanech ecoworkers,
though It cannot be supposed that he alone was
the aunthor of the resolation: for the reaponsi
hility had been assigned to all five jointly, and
the eounsel and advies of all were necessary.

However, the credit of the phraseology la glven
to Jefferson, while John Adama Is sald to have
Eiven close attention to the revisiom and tha
amending of the resolation. The entlre commit-
tee helped perfect the documents hy making 1t tha
sabjeect of critical analysia in allowing the
Deciarafion of Independence tn be ready before
fta assembly on June 28 congress preceded |[ia
achedule

Batisfled that all were acquainted with s eon-
tents, the legislatuare then lald the bhill on the
table nntil 1t shonld ecome np for discusafon by
congresa gitting as a committea of the whole.

By trial vote July 1 only nine colonies voted
as favorable to the resolution.

Final legislative action waa therefore deferred
nntil the next day. That, July 2. was probably
the most memorahle of all dates of our national
history. During the stormy debate at that time
the declaration was both attacked and com-
mended.

When the vote of the day was taken it was found
that the declaration had been unanimously In-
dorsed by all of the thirteen colonlesa.

The vota In favor of the declaration was not
sufficient to make the adoption of the new resn-
lntion eomplete, for the next day congresa sat as
a commfittee of the whole to consider tha Bill. At
that time slight alterations wers made, certain
clanses censuring England were omitted and
otheras regarding alave trade wera left out while
other amendments were added,

On July 4 congress assembied agald and Im-
mediately resolved (tself into o committes for the
consideration of the Declaratior of Independence.

When John Haneoek, as president of the con-
gress, resumed the chair, Mr. Harrlson, greats
grandfather of our former preafdent of the United
States, reported that his committee had agreed
to the declaration, which they desfred him fo
report. :

What followed this annomncement iz largely a
matter of surmise, despite the faet that the de
bate Iasted all through the warm day, when dele
gates aither talked or listened swathed in heavy,
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lasted over untll the next, and so July B would
have become the birthday Instead of July 4

Toward evening the discomfort of thea as
pembly was Inereased on account of the awarms
of Nles which came from a nearby livery sinble
into the hall of legialatura. These pests were 80
audacious In mssaults upon the sintesmen that
JeMerson sald thelr annoyance helped bring the
matter to a conclusion, and Harrison reported
thn declaratlon to congress as accepted, though
in the minutea of that day the declaratlon wan al
first left out on acount of the vengeanfe ol Eng-
land )'

Today Independence hall, in the old #tate house
in Phlladeliphia, remains aboul as ILftu on that
July 4, and so aa far as the piling of the stage
the drama is complete, but the drama [tselfl is
left for us to supply

All that we have left of the record of that
memorahle day Ia the text of the Declaration of
independence, and as that represents what all
hrave American colonists were Teady to lay down
{beir lives for and what should be handed down
to ua and guarded as courageously as |t had
been won. the Fourth of July has amply rerved
Ita purpose and deserved lis one monument
“The Spirit of Liberty for AIL"

Whether or not the Declaration of Inde
pendence was #igned on July 4, 1776. by any but
Hancock, as president of the Continental econ-
gress and Thompson, as secrefary, ia a matler
of doubt, for the journal entry records “algned
by order of and in behalf of congress *  Jaffer-
aon himself made conflicting statements regard-
ing thia question.

Snme contend that the delegates met Informal
ly on the morning of July 5 and tigned the docu-
ment. Whether or not the signatures were af-
fAized on July 4, con=ress’ act was official on that
day that Jeffersomn’s Declaration of Independance
was deelared acceptable to every colony. And so
it resolved that coplea should be sent throughout
the new-formed republie.

The general assemblies conventions, enuncils,
rommittees of safety and the commanding officers
of the Continental army had to be informed of
the independence of the United Btates. Thesa
coples were signed by Hancock and Thompson.
The Congressional Reeord of July 19 shows that
a resolution was Introduced in the national as-
sembly to the effect that the declaration should
he engrossed on parchment and presented for the
signature of every member on August 2.

This fact therefore, serves as Authority that
the parchment copy signed on that day in Angust,
after It had been compared with the falr copy
and the latter degtroved, is the,copy of the Dee
laration of Independence which was considered
for so many yeara the original draft of the great
bill of rights of the American people. It s said
that even this signing was entered Into with “fear
and trembling.” :

Qatiafled that the signed parchmeni was a
lasting evidenca of the birth of the new nation,
congreas took no further officlal action regarding
the instruments itself until January, 1777.

By that time the new republic began to feel ts
strength, and congresa decided to promulgate
the names of the signers of the Declaration of In-
dependence by ordering that printed coples of the
docnment should be made, with the names of the
signers added.

Mary Katharine Goddard, a woman who ecar
ried on the printing business on Broadside, Bal
timore, probably never heard of woman's rights,
yet it so happened that It became her right to
print these copies of the American Mil of rights.

From these copies aumerous others were soon
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| SHOULD COOL OFF GRADUALLY

Mistake to Turn the Hose on Per
spiring Team, ls the Assertion
of Veterinarian,

“In this hot weather there are al-
ways & number of fools who think
they are kind to thelr horses when
they turn & hose on them and drench
them with cold water to thoroughly
cool them off,” sald a veterinarian as
he stopped a driver from throwing
water over hia perspiring team. “If
the horse is overheated,” he contin-
ued, “the shock of such a bath on
the reglon where the kidneys are sit-
uated is enough to kill it, and even If
it does no apparent harm the horse

the heat afterward. After a horse has
been working in the broiling sun it
should be cooled off as grudually as
possible. The first thing to do 18 to
take a sponge and wash out its mouth.
Thias removes the saliva, which ls pol-
sonous, and ‘refreshes the animal
greatly, before it can be allowed to
have a drink. After this the horse
should have its four legs bathed—the
hind ones as far as its haunches, the
front oneés up to the chest. Then It
ls safe to wet its head, neck and the
part of its back Immediately behind
the neck. Care should be taken, how-
ever, to keep the region of the kid-
neys perfectly dry. This habit of
driving a team up before a fire en-
gine house and playing a hose Indls-
criminately over their bodies 1s ac-
countable for the death of many good
horses every summer.”
Sad Part of the Allegation,

“Every darn’ fool in this town thinka
he could run a newspaper better than
1 ean'” grumbled the editor of the
Torpidville Tocsin and Guardian of the
Hearthstone, the price whereof was
a dollar a year and the time to sub-
scribe now,
“Ey-yah!" replied Mortimer Morose.
“And the worst of It Is, a good many
of 'em could!"—Kansas City Star.

Did Not Hat. Him That Bad,
“l was telling Titewad this morn-
Ing that anhells for a 12-inch gun cost
$600 each.”
“Well, what about 1t*
“He sald he wouldn't shoot one of
those shells at his worst enemy.”

Most old bachelors are hard to
please; they don't even think a girl
baby Isn fit o kiss unili she s sweet

will succumb much more readily to|

s T

It s sald men who Work He e
est but It may depend on Wwhos
| uy to work. b, A

In the Trenches. ' =
“No blankets, captain.”

ourselves with glory.”

Has the Alr. 3

be an important person about here.”
“You are right.”
“Then he Is Important?”
“"No. He seems to be.”

Blissful ideal.

*I hope.” said the applicant for sum-
mer board, “that you have no mosqul-
toes, and that there will be chicken
and fresh vegetables always on the
table, and that the nights are invari-
ably cool?

"Great Bcott, mister!” exclalmed
Farmer Corntossel, “what place are
you lookin' fur? Heaven?

- Resembled Dining Car.

Jim Sullivan, typical American
tramp, carried a kitchen eabinet under
his coat, and when arrested in Red
Wing, Minn., the following things were
found: Elght large, raw potatoes,
welghing seven pounds; one quart bot-
tle of sweet milk, one ten-cent loaf of
wheat bread, one-half dozen tea bls-
cuits, one-halfl dozen rolls, fresh; two
one-pound packages of ground coffee,
two aluminum salt and pepper shak-
ers, glass cruet filled with vinegar, one
raw onion and two Japanese paper
napkins.

From a Sinner's Diary.
A sinner can't lose. Bome of his
ships are always coming In.

| know & man who would spare Bo
pains or expense doctoring an enlarged
or otherwise out-of-tune liver. Yet he
treats aching, aspiring, longing, loving
hearts with scowls and sneers aad
sharp discouragements.

I know a woman who is for letting
you have what you want whem you
want it, who favors vacations before
you have o go on A stretcher.

Love—something that makes Yyou
want to surround and be surrounded
by.

There's never a time when 'tis safe
for a doctor to eat onlons.

8o take your pick—die off and be
mourned, or live on and be cursed.—

alxteen.
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Lynette Fremire In Judge,
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“Well, boys, we'll just have to cove® '
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*That new clerk of yours seems h::.',-'- 2
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