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Courts of Europe

" ehis is & trivial aftair,” commented
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and rode away out of sight.

and he passed on, with a wicked smile,
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1 - “1 think 1 Bave hoard of the count,” | queen's daughiters s filegittmats’ tn

I vremarked, “Was he not mixed wp
in that scandal in the Quirinal, In
which Prince—"
The ambtassador frowned rebukingly. |
“Yes, yes: we will speak of that
gome other time. Do not let us dis-

tion, and his excellency went on: |

“From Messana | gathered enough
information to confirm my uneasiness.
It appeared that Magrats, after being
in disgrace for some years, had re-
cently been allowed to present him-
self again at court. Fatal magnanim-
ity! Unpardonable forgiveness! He
had come up from his estates, bring-
ing with him this nlece, who had im-
mediately cast a spell over the crown
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this sense.

“But since suchk a marrisge would,
at the same time, have sufficlent foree
to render any other alliance impos-
aible, the consequence would be, in el-
fect, that the line of the emperor

house. .
“Well might Magratz triumph in
such a possibility. 1 could see ounly
one thing to advise, and even now [ do
not see how I could have taken any
different view,
“‘You must arrange a marriage
his imperial highness without delay,’
I said with firmness. ‘Let him be dis-
patched at once to some court where
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Schwartzenfeldt an

wealthy nobleman of fifty. but possess-

girl.

“The ceremony was hurried on, and
Paula von Magrats became the bride
of this ogre on the very day on which
the crown prince returned to the capi-
tal.

“I happened to meet the prince next

‘day, and for the fivst time I was seized

with a presentiment of the coming
tragedy. If ever | read angulsh and
despair on a human face, [ read it on

Revelations of the tract ourselves now, 1 beg of you."” would become extinct in the next gen-
lm Mmm'ml »us Eplsodee I excused myself for my interrap- | eration, and the crown would pass to | ing no single attraction which could | in an cut-of-the-way corner of his own
some collateral branch of the imperial | recommend him in the eyes of a young | estates.

“The prince was to travel secretly.
to the spot at a certain date, by which

time the baron wundertook that his

piece should be there to meet him.
Then the two lovers wera to lie con.
cealed untlli Magratz had succeeded in
pacitying the outraged husband, and
bringing about an accommodation with
the emperor's sanction.

“This understanding arrived at, the
warthy unele departed to the SBchwart-

" 4the ambassador, as he laid down the
" ¥ mewspaper in which he had been read-
I~ tmg an account of one of M. de Roche-
| fort’s numerous duels. “I do not won-
“10 dor that you English amuse yourselves
" with these comedies, which reflect
.1~ Mttle honor on France. Nevertheless,

prince, a young man unfortunately not | there  a princess of suitable age,
without & reputation of a certain kind. | and ordered not to return till the be- | that of this miserable young man. 8o

Her uncle conducted himself in this | trothal is an accomplished fact.’ “lu!ant was his grief that he openly
affair with great prudence, so manag-| “Ah, how profound is the instinct | threatened to put an end to his life,
ing matters that his niece’'s reputation | of & woman! Her majesty immediate- | and his unhappy parents were reduced

was not compromised, while the|ly replied: to the extremity of distress.
prince became every day more des-| *“‘But I dread the effect of a love-| “It was, of course, impossible that a

“The next day I heard that he had
quitted England under the displeasure
of the empress, and some years passed
before I was again reminded of his ex-
istence.”

The ambassador stopped and flicked
his cigarette ash into the fireplace be-

genfeldt castle. The first part of the
arrangement he carried out in the
manner agreed upon. The love of the
poor young countess for the prince
was no less intense than his for her;
her married life had not been happy,
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1. Jet me tell you that, when we please,
. We of the duel something
- wyery different; that is to say, an af-

fair of life and death.” .

“Without doubt,” I answered, toss-
own copy of the Matin—
e smoking room of the
des Etrangers—"'but your press
give such importance to
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bassador brushed this obser-
gside with a wave of his hand.

too great facility with
are arranged that
them in ridicule,” he sald,

nature, 1s beyond
of taws, that the duel be-

a sacred resource, indispensable

fore us with much dexterity.

with my baron.”

jon at having allowed
to escape him. 1 was careful to show
that I had not heard it. !
“You met him, where did you say?”
I asked languidly.

whose illustrious consort I have spo-
ken of,” replied the ambasasador,

ewiftly recovering himself,

honor of the crown prince's birthday
that | recognized Magratz again.
“He was moving about among the

“It was In —— that I next met
His excellency
checked himself abruptly and ap-

red to be overwhelmed with con-
this name

“In the dominions of the emperor

“lI had

guests with the assured manner of one

perately enamored; and all kinds of
conjectures were afloat as to what
would be the ultimate issue of this
strange eituation.

“Although I was still far from nnu-T
pecting the real object which Magratz
had in view, I could not help seeing
in all this some machination which
boded no good to the peace of the
imperial house. I was hardly sur-
prised, therefore, to receive on the
following day s summons to a private
conference with the empress herself,

less marriage on my son. 1 know too
well—"

The ambassador broke off short at
this interesting point, and began
coughing with violence. The cigarette
smokd seemed to have got into his
axcellency's throat.

“But | weary you with this long con-
versation,” he observed, as soon as
the coughing had subsided. “Enough
that this venerated personage placed
entire confidence in me.

“Witliin a week of our conversation

scandal of such a kind should be long
in reaching the ears of the bridegroom.
Naturally alarmed and annoyed, Count
Schwartzenfeldt left the capital with
his wite. He carried her away to his
estates, some hundreds of miles off,
sand buried her in one of those fright- |
ful feudal castlee which this nobility
continue to inhabit,

“In the meantime the only resource
which occurred to the troubled em-

peror and empress was to press for-
ward the marriage already arranged
for thelr son, in the hope that he
might be distracted from dwelling on

lery when the royal nuptials were cele-
brated in the national cathedral, be-

lore an immense concourse of the no-
It was the most

and, in fine, she was persuaded to ac-
vept the part assigned to her, She
fled from her home with the baron's
secret asalstance, and the lovers were
gpeedily united.

“Now Magrats proceeded to execute
his real design. He had stayed on at
the castle after his niece's flight, paci-
fying the furious count, not in the way
he, had promised the crown prince,
bat by undertaking to discover the
fugitive's retreat. As soon as he knew
that the palr had met, he boldly an-
nounced to Count Swartzenfeldt that
he had recelved private intelligence of

pursuing his own line of thought. “It | just been appointed to the charge of
is when a crime has been committed | our embasay in the imperial capital, his fatal passion for the young Count- | hig nlece’s whereabouts, and offered to
: which is truly worthy of death, and [and it was at a state ball given in ess Schwartsenfeldt, conduct the other to the spot. They
“I was present in the diplomatic gal | get out together.

“But it would not have suited the
baron’s purpose to bring the rivals
face to face. The crown prince’s high
rank might have overawed the hus-

in the Interests of mankind.”
“And are there euch occasions, | who held a recognized position at bility and citizens.
then?" | spaponded, In order to see court. He wore on his breast the melancholy pageant at which I have | pand, and the whole affair have been
what was in his excellency’s mind. cross of the order of 8t. Luke, tha seo- ever assisted. The demeanor of the | huyshed up. He therefore sénl on a
wretched bridegroom created univer- | geeret warning to his viotim, managing

k.

which | was accredited to the ocourt
of Bt. James’, but it must have been at

:-Htmtr-lnruu-m 1 had

oome to Great Britain with a sincere
desire to win the confidence of the
Brave Buglish people; and knowing
your country even politics re-
less ocomsideration than what
eall sport,’ | resolved to prove
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together round a corner of t

have at all events known of one,”
i returnad gravely, as he began to
"~ zoll a cigarette,

“] cannot recall the exact date at

ond order in the empire, and everyone
appeared to treat him with marked
distinction. But what attracted my
notice particularly was a young girl
of extraordinary beauty, whom he was
escorting through the ballroom, and
who clung to his arm with a deliclous
shyness. You know that I am not
easily moved by the sex; plcture the
fascination of this damsel, therefore,
when 1 tell you that | had hard work
to refrain from going up to tha baron
and soliciting an introduction.

“Whils | was wondering who she
oould be, and how Magrats had econ-
| trived to regain the imperial favor, |
observed a movement in the crowd
through which the pair was straying.

gerly took possession of his exquisite
partner, whom he led off through the
apartments out of my sight.

| “Magratz stood looking after them

with an expression of dark and fur
tive satisfaction. Them he turned
round, and for the firet time caught
my eye. He bowed with a polite,
almost ecordial alr, and advanced
towards me through the throng.

* Permit me to welcome yoy to my
country, M. 'Ambassadenir,” he sald,
extending hia hand, which | accepted
with reluctanca. “What Jittle Influ-
ence | may possess here, and espe
clally with his Imperial highness, |a
entirely at your serviea, I trust you

not cast | ¥ill allow me, witin the next few

days, the pleasure of paying my re
speeta to you At the embasay.’

“While 1] murmured my formal ae-
knowledgments | could not taks my
eyes off his face. It was doubtless an
iMustion, but [ thought I counld distinet-

.| 'y pereeaive a faint purple mark where

I had seem the whip of the empress
descend.

“M. de Magratz no doubt divined my
thoughts, or rather they were con-
veyed to him without worda, by that

subtle process for which science has
not yet invented a suitable name. He

wood
Troubled by some vague presentiment | bit his lip and permitted himeell an

place. The
had stooped forward, with an
alr of undue confidence, and was
apparently addressing some remark
to the empress when all at once
i saw her majesty rein in her horse,
Nt ap the riding whip she held in her
hand and draw It swiftly across his

s

“Magratz started with a violence
which cansed his horse to rear. What
he wonld have done next | eannot say,

iI+bred remark:

““To a man of your excellency’s
well-known discretion it would be an
impertinence to recommend allence
with regard to certain Incidenta of the
past.’

“I bowed, but with ecoldness, and
changed the subject by compliment-
ing him on the beauty of the young
girl whose arm he had just relin-
quished

“‘Ah! that is my niece, he observed,
with affected carcieshness. ‘She e
an orphan whom [ have brought up.
The crown prince ia good enough to

- Sut laekily at that moment he caught | Interest himself in her, but of course

The empress had already

sight of me.
d she rode back past me,

an
angry gleam in her eyes relaxing
‘#8t5 » gracious smile as she acknowl

: my respectful salnte
followed at a walk, and

the difference In their ranks is too
great for it to be any more than a

passing fancy.’

“He pronounced these last words
with a fatherly air which did not im-
pose upon me. [ even fancied | de-
tected in them a veiled allusiom to
the circumstances of our last meeting.

Possession of Hie

and at once divined the subject on
which she desired to consult me

“Her majesty received me In her
own apartmenta, without anyone else
being present, a mark of confidence
which touched me profoundly. Wae
had not met for pix years, and | wWaa
diatresaed to percelve the change
which had taken place in thia exalted
lady. Her finely cut features bore the
marks of suffering, and the exquisite
gayety which had formerly distin-
muished her had become overcast
Doubtlesa the sad fate of her rela
tive, the king of Bavaria, had done
something to effect thie alteration, bat
the chief canse, | more than suspectad,
was the anxlety given to her by the
conduct of her son.

“It ia needless for me to repeat to
you the kind expressions which the
empreas was pleased to make use of
on thus meeting me again. It was her
first words om the eubject of the
crown prince which roused my alarm.

“q have hoped, M. I'’Ambassadeur,
that an old friend like yourself might
be able to advise me with regard to
my son,’ she said, ‘and [ look espe
clally to you, becanse you alone are
in the secret of the past history of
M. de Magrats.'

“ ‘Madame,” T replied with fervor,
‘the only thing that can prevent my ad-
vising you is the confusion with which
your condescengion overwhelms me.’

“Her majesty heard me with a
mournful smile.

“Yon have heard, no doubt, of the
prince’s infatuation for this man’s
niece? she proceeded.

“ 7 have, madam. [ have even seen
the young girl herself, who appeared
to me to be quite Incapable of know-
ingly taking part in cay treacherous
design.’

“‘Yom may be right, but unforta-
nately she Is onder the comtrol of a
man who has no such scruples. To
come to what 1 was about to say, this
entanglement is by far the most eeri-

The Prince Grested Magratz In a Style of Much Intimacy and Eagerly Took

Exquisite Partner.

the crown prince had set out for the
capital of & small k'ngdom In the
west of Europe, under stiringent In-
structions to offer his hand to the
monarch's daughter,

“The manner in which he did so In
well known. Harshly Ignoring the
conventions of lovemaking, he blunt-
ly approached this young princess in
a ballroom, and, in bare words, seked
her Hf she would become his wife. The
girl, no doubt under equally strict
compulsion, gave her assent, adding a
professiom of fdelity and submission
The crown prince Instantly taurned
away, and that was all that ever
passed between them in the natare of
eourtahip.

“The next day the betrothal was of-
ficially announced to me by the Iim-
perial chancellor, and the news apeed-
iy apread through the capital, where
it ereated an Immense sensation. It
was immediately after this that | re
ceived the promised visit of Baron
Magratz.

“1 had given orders that he was to
be admitted: for though | am, as yom
are aware, the least curions persom in
the world, my high regard for the em-
press made me anxions to fathom the

intentions of this villain.
“He appeared to take his defeat with

philosophy.

“1 eincerely trust this marriage
may end happily,’ he said, when | in-
troduced the topic. ‘Tt is, of course,
absurd to suppose that there is any
attachment, at all events on the side
of the erown prince. Unhappily, the
preference his highness has shown for
my niece has tarned out to be more
gerions than [ belleved, and I am
afraid the poor child has allowed her-
self to cherish unreasonable ideas. 1
shall make it my business to obtain a
husband for Wer, if possible, before {he
prince returns.’

“l saw nothing to take hold of In
this announcement. [If true, it seemed
that the baron was {aking the most
prudent course, both in the interests

| wae on the eve

sal dismay. It was impossible to es-
cape noticing the reluctance with
which he uttered the responses, and
the sullen coldness with which he
gave his arm to the trembling bride,

“Among the most loterested specta
tors of It all, | caught sight of Magrats.
I had but to glance from him to the
pale face and drooplng eyellds of the
illustrious object of his hatred to see
how far his scheme of vengeance had
already succeeded.

“S8ome months passed before he
made his next open move. He walted,
with prudent calculation, for the
crown prince to begin to feel the
chafing of his new fetlters. It was

“Fioally, Magrats came one day to
the embasay to take leave of me be
fore doparting on A visit to his nlece
at her huaband’s residence. There
was an [llsuppressed ring of triumph
in hia voice, which warned me that be
of some new stroke
Perhaps even then, if | had compre
hended the nature of his designs, |
might have Iinterfored. Bul as It was,
I could do nothing except to express in
delicate and guarded terms my hope
that his visit would contribute to the
peace and happiness of the SBchwart.
zenfeldt household.

“On rising to go he lifted the mask
for one Inatant

“*f have been greatly distressed by
the unfortnnate resalt of this marriage
of the erown princa’'s,’ he said, ‘and
eapecially whea I reflect on the grief
it must cause to her ml}usy my late
miatresa.’

“As he spoke 1 posnitively saw the
faded scar of the whip leap Into sight
upon his dark akin. | drew back, and
clenched my teeth fArmily to prevent
myself from making the reply that

rose to my lips. But you will realize |

the diMiculty of my position. As the
representative of a great government,
1 could not afford to enter into a quar-
rel with a private acbleman at the
court to which 1 was accredited.

“L suppressed my indignation, and
allowed him to depart on his fatal
errand. The event which followed has

become the property of the world.”

His excelleney turned his eyes upon |.

me as if to ascertain whether [ de
gired to hear more. 1 entreated him
to complete the narrative.

“The European press” he observed,
“alwaya misinformed in these matiers,
put forth a thousand different expla-

nations of what had taken place, all of |

them sufficiently incorrect. [ will tell
you the actoal sequence of events as
I learnt it soon afterwards from the

confeagion of Magratz himself.
“It appears, then, that this monster

commenced by Inginuating hia sym-
pathy with the poor young prince in
hia unhappy union. From that he
passad to lamenting his own action in
having given his niece’s hand to Count

so that it should reach him too Ilate
to afford any chance of escape. Ia
this warning he pretended to the
prince that the elopement wus known
publicly, and that the count was com-
ing to take signal vengeance on both.

“The resolution thereupoa taken by
the unhappy lovers is a matter of his-
tory. When the deceived count and
his counductor entered the lodge, they
found the two young people lylug dead
in each others’ arma.”

The ambassador again interrupted
himsell, under the prelense of loosen-
ing his cravat. Heo went on presently,

im a Arm voles:
“When all was over the mathor of

Sor was at that time the most aristo-
. . | swstie in the world, made so by the The bystanders fell back, and a young with alarm that | discovered he was | this dreadful catastrophe had the as-
patronage of an lllustrious persopage | MAn suddenly came through, a young beginning to renew his lntlmacy with | surance Lo return to the capital, and to
whose same [ shall not mention. Her | AN with hoavy features and blood- the prince. pose as the disconsolste uncle whose
N " Smperial majesty bad formed the habit shot, rolliag eyes, who was dressed “1 had the opportunity once or twice | ¢florta Lo save hia nlece from the con-
1 of coming over to England during the ia a rich uniform blazing with Ilul of observing them together, and | no | gequences of a fatal passion bhad un-
season of the chase, under a striet in- stars of A dosen royal orders. IL was ticed thal his imperial highness, when | happily miscarried.
. - gogmito, and attended by only a amall | the crown prince. with this man, shook off the listless “T'wo persons knew or suspected
4. suite. in order to take part In “ul “The prince, whode leadem face apathy which had become his habitl- | something of the truth. One waa the
sport. It was In this way that I ob- flushed with pleasure on catching ual mood, and ligtened with feverish | siricken empress, who sat in her pal-
tajned the privilege of an acqualutance sight of the couple, greeted Magratls intereat to the baron's conversation. It | ace, tearlons, bealds the corpse of her
which [ shall always look back upon in a style of much Intimacy, and ea- was not dificult to guess the subjett | only som. The other was mysell.
of their discussions. “1 do not doubt that this man bhad

been tortured In his wicked heart all
these years by the recollection that I
had been a witnesa of his well-merited
chastisement. The moment he had, as
he concelved, wiped oul the stain In
blood, he came to me to boast opealy
of what he had done,

“It may ba that long brooding on his
vengeance had so warped his orind
that ha could not reallte In what light
his condact would preseat (tself to an-
other.

“When | sat and heard this terrible
ereature unrolling the awful story of
his crimes, in the perfeet comnfidence
that he was Deyond the reach of hw-
man justice, and them thought of that
imperial mother whose life had been
rendered desolate for ever, | realized
that there are occasions when the
duel becomes the most holy of sacra-
menta.’

The ambassador closed his lps, and
leaned back in his seat with the air of
one who had no more to say.

I waited a few moments to see
whether he was going to resume of
his own accord. Thea | inquired:

“And what did you do then?

His excellency transfixed me with
A gaze of fine scorn.

“Ask yourself, as a man of honor,
what | conid do. 1 walted merely till
that earrion was gone, to telegraph to
Paria for a week's leave of absence. It
waa granted. | crossed the froatier as
his exeellency the French ambassador,
and returned the next morning as
plain M. le Baron. Then | sought out
Magrate

“1 found him in a club to which we
both belonged. | offered him a gamae
of piquet, and he accepted with a
emile, and at the first cq-d he phayed
I paid:

“ ‘Monsieur, you cheated.
mark that gqueen.’

“That was all, You see, there was no
peandal. There could be no saspicion
of any other eanse for our gquarrel.”

“And the resultT”

A faint flhsh came on hie eaxeel
lency’a face.

“Our encounter was not prolonged.
Within ten seconds after our swordas
had ecrossed I had passed my blade

I saw yom

i
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a narrow streak of red, cross
B | tha right ear to the mouth “I turned on my heel, feeling strange- | ous of any in which my son has been | o¢ the imperial dynasty and of his | Schwartzenfeldt. | through his heart—and [ have never
.__'f'l-:‘ m_ by my Indignant ly disturbed, and passed om through i.TI:IIlTEd- B0 serions ia it that the niece., [ did not yet appreciate t“l “Having excited the pﬁnﬂl. mind | wiped off the blood to this day.”
-'T:F-.;-' Bolt; Be checked bie horse and ad- the rooms. The crown prince and his | emperor and myself live in actual | guntiety of his combinations, far less [ sufficiently by hints of thie sort, he at | (Copyrighted in U. 8. and Great Britain.)
e me with bitter emphasia: charming partner were nowhere to be | dread of hearing that the prince has | 4iq 1 foresee the terrible end he had | length went om, with pretended re- )
i *qcsengratniste you M. I"Ambassa- | seen.” privately married this young woman. |in view, and which you perhaps al- | luctance, to depict the young countess The New Pulpit. |
aNE, on your good fortune.’ (The The ambassador paused. His ciga-| “7 started, realizing at once the full | ready perceive?” as a victim of intolerable persecu-| The press has become the new pub ! 4
: drel spoke in French—no doubt reitd was smoked out, and he pro- | consequences of such a situation, The I evaded thia question. tiona on the part of a jealous and | pit. Today there are one hundred
’ 3% sake of the doublé meaning.) | ceaded to roll himself a fresh one. erown prinee was the only child of the| “Proceed, my dear ambassador, iIf | tyrannical husband, and to bitterly ac- | writers and authors to ome In 1860.
" how a member of a| “Catching sight in the crowd of miy | imperial couple. By the well known | you please,” I said. “Your story In-|cuse himself. for being unable to de- | The people are crying for a voice. r

the little Count Measina of the
to ques-

-

Aa his tongne never spares | union ‘would be fnedpable of sncceed-

family etatutes of his hoovee, his mar
rlage with a lady not of royal blood
#8uld be legitimate only in a social
nenme. It would be treated
ar A , and the offspring of the

t6 the throme. It ia well kmown |
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that the husband of one of your late
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terests me greatly.”
His excellency blew a wreath o:
smoke from his lips and complied with
this request.
“For o moment I thought of Iimmo-
lating myself on the altar of the lil-_.|
perial house by offering myeeif as a

R :
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wretchedness of the woman he loved
mateh for the charming baroness. But | more than life ftasit, Al thoughts of | ent.

vise a meana for her deliverance, X
“It is needless to say how the agl-
tated lover received thesa tidingas, His

awn enfferings he might have schooled |

himeelf to bear, but as soon as it be-
chme a guestion of the Ilifelong

| The whole country has become a de-

bating club. It was essential to de-
mocracy; #upplementary to free
gchools and free thonght. At last w8
are getting free speech. Talk it &
that is the glory of humanity.—T. P.
Powell, In the l:n Tork Independ
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