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Defends Sinking of Liner,

teaned -

her cargo.

sponsibility for what has happened.
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It was filled with womem and Hitle
children. 1t was dashed to pleces
agrinst the Neting side of the ship fust
before the davite conld be east loose.
These women and Hitle children were

“Lusftania Not Armed.”

:ﬂllﬂdll. May 11.—~The British gov-
ment made the following state
ment: “The statement appearing in
some newspapers that the Lasftantia

was armed js wholly false.”
Reported Sunk by U-29,

Just prior to the salling of the Le
sltania, the OGerman embassy had
warmed persons against going aboard,
because of the dangers frem subma-
rines, and the following advertisement
wan inserted In New York newapapers;

“Travelers Intending to embark om
the Atlantie voyage are reminded that
a state of war exists between Gormany
and her allies and Great Pritain and
her alllea; that the rome of war In
clndes the waters adjacent to the Prit.
lah jslea; that In aceordance with for
mal notlce glvem by the Imperial Qer
man government, vessals fAying the
flag of Great Britaln or any of her al
liesa are Hable to destruction, and that
travelers sailing in the war some om
aships of Oreal Britain or her allles

Washington, May 11.—The first
formal comment from the White
House on the sinking of the Luaftania
was issuwed In the following state

“After a comference with the pres
ident at the White House this eve

“Of course, the president feels the
diatress and the gravity of the sitos
tlon to the wtmost, and ls considering
very earnesily, but wvery calmly, the
right course of actlon to purame. He
knowa that the people of the country
wish and expect him to act with de

Berlin, via wireless, May 11.—The
following official communication was

“The Cumard liner Lusitania waas
torpedoed by a German submarine and
sunk. The Lusitanifa was armed
with guna, as were recently most of
the English merchant steamers. More-
over, as is well known here ahe had
large quantities of war material n

“Her ownera, therefore, knew to

what danger the passengers wers ox-
posed. They alone bear all the re

“Germany, on her part, left nothing
undone to repeatedly and strongly
warn them. The imperial ambassador
iIn Washington even went so far as
to make pabHe warning so as to draw
attention to this danger. The English
preas sneered then at this warning
and relied on the protection of the
British fleet to safeguard Atlantle

Geneva, via Parls, May 11.—A dis|
Bavaria, recsived |

attached the life belt to my body. By
the time | was able to get back on the
deck the Lusitania was in its death

“1 jumped Into the water. The ship
|
swam rapidly while | watched -the flnal
plunge. The liner seemed o shudder
for a minute, and then lts bow disap
peared and, slowly turming over Lo

“I grabbed some of the wreckage
and held on for a time. Fiaally | was
able to get Into one of the collapsible
boats. With the ald of two men whom
I picked up, | rowed around and cob
lected 312 persons, Including Charles
E. Lauriat of Doston and several wom-
en. We slayed afloatl until we were

Capt. W. T. Turner, commander of
the Lunitania, was rescuod by a mem-
ber of the liner's croew as he was going
down with his ship. He was almost
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