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A “String” of Wyandotts Hens.

Poultry raisers living in towns and | much as they need. The water should

citles can get more for thelr eggs
by selling them to private customers.
A hundred post cards or a little ad-
vertising in the local newspapers,
stating that yon will supply eggs the
year round at a stated price, will
bring plenty of customers.

Roup, one of the most troublesome
diseases among chickens, 18 almost
always caused by damp quarters.
Keep the gquarters dry and warm, and
the vards clean and roup will mot
trouble you.

Some people think it is “cute” to
Jet the puppy run through the flock
and set the hena to flylng, Maybe
it is, but the egg production will al-
ways fall off after such a perform-
ance.

Worme and bugs in the fleld and
garden have mow gone into thelr win-
ter quarters, where the hens can’'t
reach them, and to take thelr places
meat, meal and cut bome must be
supplied, If yon would keep the hens
strong and healthy.

Are the winter quarters for Yyour
laying hens to be the old dirty, lousy,
smelly house that has been used with-
out cleaning or disinfecting? You
need not expect many eggs from such
& place, no matter how good your
hena are.

Keep ground charcoal on hand and
throw a handful into the drinking
pans once or twiee a weelk.

A few drops of timeture of iron put
into the drinking water I8 also a
good thing for the hens, and some
people belleve that It prevents many
minor diseasea. Evem If It doea not
it will do no harm,

Chickens bave no sense of affection
for thelr ownera, but they wili repay
kindness of warm, dry quarters and
good food and clean water by laylng
mory eggs. The hen is all business,

A hopperful of bran, placed where
the bhens can get It at all times, ia
an excellent addition to the food in
winter.

Whila it Ia dealrable, it Is not al
ways neceassary to start ln tha chicken
business with a flock of pure breda
Buy the best hena you ean afford, and
then spend as much more as you can
afford for a pure bred cock

It you have some birds In your flock
that you think will line up well with
the winners at the poultry show, and
you are |n the business of selling egga
for setting, do not hesitate to exhibit
them, but It will be well to have pome
expert poultryman judge them fArst
He may save you some disappoint
menta, and then he may find birds
that are more likely to ba prize win-
ners than the onea you have selected
yourseil.

There i3 many a farm where the
poultry s considered an unimportant
offshoot of the business, but which i
cultivated ae it abhould be would pro-
duoce more money than all the cropa
rained

If the fowls have to break through
a coating of ice to get water these

be slightly warmed on all cold days.

Do not allow the laying hens to be-
come too fat as they not only become
lazy but are apt to become egg-bound.

Laying hens need & bulky ration
such as cut steamed clover or alfalfa
meal. They should also have plenty
of vegetables,

We would rather allow gur hens to
roost in the tree tops as long as they
can keep dry, than in & damp stuffy
poultry house, even in the coldest
weather, as they will suffer less.

It is not a good plan to walt until
apring to buy your breeding stock
If you want a wellbred rooster for
instance, look around among the
breeders and pick out one that is At
to show at the poultry exhibition. If
you walt until he goes to the show
and wins a prize, you will pay twice

or three times as much.

Fleld corn parched erisp, in fact
nearly to a charooal, Is always
relished by the hens and is a valuable
addition to thelr winter food.

Of course it Is unpleasant to leave
A warm fire and go out and shovel
the snow from the path to the poultry
house, to make things comfortable for
the hens these stormy days.

Bome people |Imagine that if they
give their chickens akim milk, water
is mot neceasary, This I»s a mistake,
as milk turns into solld food almost
as soon as It reaches a bird's diges-
tive apparatus, and water must al

frosty mornings they will not take as

MATERIALS TO MAKE SHELLS

Articles Containing Lime Must Pe
Given In Liberal Quantities—Deo
Mot Overlook Grit Box.

e

There is no posaible objection to

ways be gliven.

If the poultry houss Ia parfectly dry,
and by that we mean the ground un-
der and above M, the chickens will
not suffer from the cold,

Al the high prices of grain the man
who bhas to buy all of his feed must
Agure vory closely and make the most
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TAKES NERVE TO THIN FRUIT

Practice Has Become Quite Popular
With Bome Orchardiste—Expense
of Time is 8mall Item.

———

(By W. H. M'CURDY.)

One of the most noted peach grow-
ers In this country tells how his neigh-
bors wondered when they saw him
picking off the major portion of his
first peach crop.

They shook their heads and wob-
dered at the absurd proceeding of the
man who had pecullar views about
peach growing. But that season when
his peaches proved a bumper crop they
changed their minds. Since that time
the thinning of peaches has been popu-
lar with the more progressive neigh-
bors.

The thinning of peaches or any
fruit must be conducted with judg-
ment. It is not by any means advis-
able to thin every tree regardless of
how much fruit it carries. Some trees
set so little fruit that all can be
ripened without overtaxing the tree
or without producing undersized fruit.

Bome charge up the cost of thinning
as an extra expense on the orchard.
But anyone who has gathered fruit
knows that fruit gathering Is a slow
task, especially with fruit that has to
be handled as carefully as does the
peach.

The plcking of the small greea
peaches at thinning time removes the
neceasity of picking off many of these
same peaches later on,

When they are thinned they are sim-
ply pinched off and allowed to fall on
the ground, while later if allowed to
ripen they must be put carefully in
baskets.

The expense of time In pinching off
a small fruit is only a fraction of {(hat
required In gathering the same peach
when It Is ripe enough to market.

Of course, there is an offset in the
fact that some of the young peaches
would be switched off by the wind
Jater, but in the main it may be stated
that no more labor Is required to thin
peaches and gather the remainder
when ripe than to gather the harvest
that results without thinning.

PRUNING FOR PEAR BLIGHT
Cut Out and Burn Every Particle of
Dissased Wood—De the Work
Whila Trees Are Dormant.

To control pear blight eut out and
burn every particle of blighted wood

of evary pound of It In feoding his
poultry, elsa he will come out at the
little end of tha born In the spring.

There Is nothing better than ground
charcoal to correct alight bowel
trouble In chickens.

A perforated dust can s just as
necessary in the poultry house as the
sprayar if the fowls are to be kept
free from Insects,

It is mot stretching the truth to say
that If the farmers marketed their

' work thoroughly.
| overlooked may ocause all the trouble

| apring up to the time growth begina,
| but the best time is in fall while the
;I'ullan is still on the trees and the

poultry in the best possible eonditiom
thelr receipls would be increased one

third. Neither is it stetching the truth
to say that lesa than 10 per cent of all |

the pouitry marketed la In perfect | |

condition when it reaches the con-
sumer, .
If you are selling eggs for hateh-

ing, a visit to the best breeding farm

you can easily reach, will pay you |

well. Observe closaly the methods fol-
lowed there, and then Improve on
them all you ean.

Always ship eggea In baskets or
eartons made for the purpose and
never in dirty old boxes, packed Im
sawdust or bran,

The pullets do not need a mnest
egg Aas A pattern, but one or twe
dummies placed in the nest will show
them where they ought to lay.

e

OUTFIT FOR CANDLING EGGS

Ordinary Pasteboard Box and Small

Lamp Can Be Arranged Without
Much Trouble or Expense.

|

A eimple outfit for candling eze®

- T e

feeding egz shella to hena, provided
thay are broken In small bits so that
the hens may not readily recognisze
them, or they may get in the habit of
eating eggs. Oyster shells and clam
shella pounded up fine must also be
fed and in Uberal quantities, for all
of them are needed to provide the hen
with material to make shells. Do not
confuse the grit box with the box con-
taining the sheil-making material.
Mix the Ingredienta If desired, but
see that there is enough of sharp bita
of stone, broken flower pots and
erockery, fine cinders and the like iIn
the mixture so that the hena may ob-
tain sufficient to grind the food they
consume. Then bear in mind the box
of dast: make this of fine road dust
in which is mixed a little lime and
conslderable Insect powder. Have sev-
eral such dost boxes if the flock is of
considerable size, and set them in the
sunny part of the yard or house. If
the dust boxes are liberally suppled
the hens will give one material help

can be made out of a small hand lamp |
and an ordinary pasteboard box suffi.

ciently large to be placed over the

lamp, after the enda have been re- |
moved, without risk of fire. In order |
to supply air to the inclosed lamp, |
notches should be cut in the edge on
which the box rests. A round hole ia
then cut in the box at the level of tha
lamp flame and the eandiing done by
holding each egg against this hcle
while the rest of the room is in darzk-
ness. The light from the lamp re-
veals the econtents of the egg, aad
those that show any defect can be re-

jocted.

Preserve Poultry Manure,
Farmeras pay Httle, if any, atten-
tion to the preservation of their poul-

while the trees are dormant. Do the
A faw branches

The work may be
during winter or

agaln next year,
done any time

contrast strongest between blighted
and haalthy branches.
Make a weekly inspection of each
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A Young Pear Tree Grown Whers
Pruning and Spraying Is Practiced.

tree throughout the growing season
and cut all blighted wood. Cut well
below the infected area. Wipe the
pruning knife or tool used after each
branch la cut with a cloth saturated
with some good disinfectant to pre-
vent spreading the blight. Burn all
wood removed and continue the work

persistently.

Handling an Apple Crop.

In order to handle the apple crop
the grower should be provided with
picking ladders, picking baskets, &
grading table, a barrel press and bar
rels for the apples.
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HE new collars give one the cholce

of baring the throat, leaving it more
or lessa velled, or covering It com-
pletely, But almost without exception
they are high at the back, many of
them very high, and the neck Is lost
to view. In the greater number the
throat Is open, there are flaring revers
At the side and a turnover portion at
the back. Within these lines the va-
riety of ways In which the collars are
cut Is really bewildering. To judge
by this, everyone Is to wear novel
things In neckwear, and every siyle
ia to be sulted.

Bealdes the turnover collars, with
revers at the sides and vesiaes af the
front, there are smart siyles with
standing plaits across the back. These
Are cut squarely off at tha sldes, leav-
ing the throat uncovered, but are fin-
ished with a long vestea at the froat
Thess, like other standing efMectn, are
supported by fine wires. They are
very high, reaching not much below
the top of the ears,

Then there are the graduated rufMes
of fine lace which are favoritea om
gowns of lace and net and on after-
noon gowns of taffeta or fallle or
crepe de chian. They are not so high

at the back and gradually grow nar
rower at the sides and front, fAnally
disappearing at the top fastening of
the bodice. But they also require wir
ing with the finest of lili-nnm_nud
| wire, to give Lthem Lhe sprightly pose
required.

One of the new collara of sheer ba-
tiste fAplshed with fine embroldery ia

shown in the pleture given here. It
is & good example of a Lype of collar
which Is featured among the new
dress accessories for spring. Equally
strong as & novelty, the new very
high, standing collars (high at the
fropt as wall as the back), attached
or unatiached to the blouse, are com-
manding much attention and may
prove Lthe favoriles. Just at the mo-
ment the sheer coflar, high at the
back and turned over, open at the
throat, is liked fOnished by a band
of narrow black velvet ribbon which
ties over IL around the throat and ap-
pears to support I, although Ane
wires really do the work,

There in a lot of wear in the col-
lars of embroldernd batiste; they pro
vide an Inexpoasive and dainty means
of freahening up the dress
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of Boudoir Caps
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HE plainest of boudoir caps, such

as that one plctured . ere, will
serve to introduce a coterie of others
far more elaborately made The anb-
jeet of boudoir caps ln Inexhaustible;
they are as varied, almost, as the
facea they so prettily set off. Dain
tinese s the most lasting of fem-
inine charma, and the boudoir cap is
an expression of this

Maplayed In a New York shop are
A haif dozen or so styles, that run
the escale from the gimplest to the
moat elaborate. The firet one con-
gista of a puft of plain crepe de chine
for the erown, which is gathered over
A ecircle of wire that fita the head.
Lace, about three inchea wide, plaited
in narrow side plaitings, s sewed in-
side the edge of the cap about the
front, extending from one temple to
the other., A second length of the
plaited lace ia sawed In, extending
from ear to ear. The lace Is then
turned back off the face and tacked to
the erown, forming a coronet of lace
about the face.

Where this plajting leaves off, a
third length is sewed in the cap and Is
left hanging over its neck. A ro-

that is wired with fine wire to curve |
outward from the ears and neck

This emart little affalr Is trimmed |
with a twist of narrow satin ribbon |
and occasional clusters of the smallest
chiffon rosea set about the face It
i# fnished with a rosette of the
ribbon at each side.

condition that
the pear future face them.
lion bushels of an export
means a splendid revenue
country as well as to the farmer,
and If this were assured year after
year, there would be reason for con-
siderable congratulation. But last
year's magnificent and abundant
crop, which was estimated at 891
million bushels, cannot be expected
every year. With a home consump-
tion of 776 milllon bushels, and &
production in many years of little
more than this, the fact is apparent
that at an early date the United
SBtates will have to Import wheat. It
will be then that the people of the
United States will be looking to other
markets for a supply. And it is then
that the value of Western Canada
lands will be viewed with oconsider-
able favor. The great area of wheat
lands in Canada will then be called
upon to provide the greatest portion
of the old world's supply, and also, In
the opinlon of the writer, that of the
United Biates as well. At present
there are only about 12 million acres
of these lands producing wheat. There
are filve times that many acres that
can be brought under suecesaful culti-
vation. Apart altogether from the
value of these lands as wheat pro-
ducers there is an lncreased value Lo
them from the fact that the soll is
especially adapted to the growing of
many other kinds of grain as well as
all manpner of cultivated grasses,
while the native grasses are a won-
derful asset In themsslves. The eli-
mate I8 especially tavorablp to the
ralsing of live stock, such as horses,
oattle, sheop and hoga  All these
bring into the limelight the adapts-
bility of the soll, the climate and
all other necessary conditiops, to the
carrylng on of dalry farming. o a
most profitable way. |

There s pno question (hat bigh
prices for all that the farmer can grow
or ralse will continue for some years,
and this is the great opportune time
to take advaniage of what Westérn
Canada offers. Lands may be had as
a free grant. Thesa are mostly lo
ways at the present time, bul sooner
or later will be wall sarved by mil
ways that are projectad into these
diatricts. Land may also be secured
by purchases at reasonable price, and
on sasy lerms from holders of same
In many cases farmes partly improved
may be rented. A Winnlpeg paper
sald recently: “Canada wants Amer)
can Immigrants Thay maks good
Canadian eitizens.” And then speak-
iIng of the erromecus |mpression that
has galnad some publicity in a portion
of the Unilted Blates press, says: “It
cannot be too foreibly Impreased upom
the American mind that in coming
to Canada they place themselves un-
der the freest democracy the world
knowa No citisen of this ecountry.
whether native or naturalized. can be
compelled to military service. The

| only ecompuision Is the compulsion of

consclence and patriotie duty. That Is
the motiive that has prompted thow
sanda of Canadiana to offer their livea
They are fghting as free men"—Ad
vartisement

GOOD FOR NATION'S HEALTH

Beneficial Resuits From Early Entry

of Spring Vegelables Into the
Marketa of the Country,

—— =

One of the marvels of modern life le
the early date when spring (rults and
vegetablea appear In the marketa
Some rvearz ago they almost alwars
went north In a wilied condition. With
modern facllities these products ol
southern latitudes appear In northern
towns In marvelously fresh condition.

For the great majority of people pra
maturely early food prodncta are an
impossible luxury. But the growing
wealth of the county s signifled by
the nifmber of people who today feel
that they can afford to buy these early
garden products. For people of means

The third cap was made of fine dot-
ted awiea and shaped like a baby's |
cap. A frill of eluny lace, very scant, ,
fell about the face, and an insertiom
of the same was set in about the |
crown. Between the insertion and |
the frill a narrow band of ribbon ex- |
tended about the cap, ending in long |
loops and ends at the left side,

The fanciest and most novel of caps
in thia gay array had a puffed erown
of eolored silk set in & brim of Iriah
laee. The lace was wired to stand out
in four points, one at the front, ome
at the back, and one at each side, It
had no trimmings, the richness of
the lace making this unnecessary.

Many simple caps were shown made
of flowered volle and marquisette.
They have puffed erowns and short
capes of the material and were
trimmed with lace and little ribbom

it Ia a healthful way of spending
money, which otherwise might go Into
highly seasoned cooking and stimn
lants.

Also the cost of these early products
has not Increased as much a8 one
would expect. They are raised In 80
much larger quantities that compets
tiom keeps prices somewhere within
reason. Regular markets have basn

established and transportation costs -

are greatly reduced through volmng
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You should have seem the way W
fles moaned over his pelly ?
He was one of those chaps who ¥
always bewafling their I staly
hea'th, when all that is
ter with them ls the .
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