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T is dificuilt to think of Abe Lincoln,
born in a small log cabln, surrounded
by hardships and sorrows In early
youth, who won success by hard
struggling, and whose last years
were Jull of the most serious proo-
lems that ever confronted any presi-
dent, as a humorist. This s the
more unusual because his counte-
nance was extremely worn and sad.
looking, and his nature was so ten-
der and sympathetic as to oftea
make him appear melancholy. No man ever feit
the responsibilities our pation had Intrusted to
his care so much as he did, and no president ever
succeeded In acting according to popular opinion
without being swayed by popular whims and
caprices, better than did he. Though often com-
pletaly weighted down by the cares and trials of
the pation during the most oritical perfod of its
bistory, he succeeded In cheering himself, those
about him and the people.

There are many charming and humorous stories
intertwined with his early boyhood, several told
by the colored mammy who worked for theuw.
Hhe says that he often sprawled himeslf out om
the floor and worked to write his name. Ile was
no mote saslly satiafled with these early sfforts
thaa with his later undertakings. Put after be
had worked and struggled and knew he had done
his best, he got up and began to criticize his work.
he sox (o me many A& time, ‘Look at that
you, Abraham Lincoln. Don‘t look a blamed
Hke me.” And ll"llulll.l'llﬁj'l'llnﬂl.'
Though he @M not mind hard work and white
& Young bay could swing an ax with the ease
frown mlan, he was happlest when he had a
near him. As his mammy safe: “Seems fo
me now | never seen Abe after he was twalve that
he didn't have a book some’er round. He'd put
book inside bhis shirt and AN hia pockets with
corn dodgers an’' go off to plow or hoe. When
) noon came he'd set down under a tree an’ read
5 an’ eat. An’" when he come to the house at night
! he’d take a cheer back by the chimbly, put his
feet on the rung. set om his backbone and read.”

“Aunt Salry'd 6i&ver let the children pester him
fhe always sald that Abe was goin’ to be a great
man some day and ahe wasn't goin’ to have him
hindered -

When Lincoin started owt to make a living
and a name for himself, he soon learned that life
is not all sunshine for the boy or girl who must
_ acoomplish everything by thelr own hard eon-
o scienitious effort and work. Though the situation
§ " often looked exceedingly dark and his work often
resuited In fallure, he had more friends to heip
him om than he at first knew. He was wonder
fully strong. What exhausted other men seemed
to act om him as a tonle. Onee he was workine
in & small town where thera was a man by the
name of Armetrong When A new man came to
the piace hia strength and courage wers surs to
ba tested with Armstrong. The newcomers were
always put through this same ordeal, and Abe with
_ the reat. Much to the surprise of both eampe
; Armstrong was defeated. Everybody waa of the
% one opinion that Abe Lincoln was the best and

2 strongest man that ever broke fnto the camp. To
show that there waa no pride and boast in this
vietory, he beecame a friend of the Armstrong
famfly. Mrs. Armstrong soon grew so fond of him
that she treated him as a relative, and the chil
. dren loved to elimb onto his knees and brosh away
i the padness from his face by hugs and kisses.

Abe Lincoln did not III‘E’F to work long to dis
cover that he was an exceedingly poor business
man. Ona failure came after another. These
showed the real strength and character of the
man. Ha never complained nor fretted because
sucesss was not coming his way.

e He was determined, however much luck turned
e agninst him, to be honest and keep his ledger
clean. He often told his friends that he preferred
to go withtut a square meal than to lose a night's
rest Matuorbed by an annaved consclence. The
"1 . following story is one of the many {llustrationsa

R that be lived up to this statement. It was while
L. 7. 'he was doing hﬂm as A merchant that a farm-
t something of him which needed

or'n wife

welghing and computation. Bhe had come some
milea from home. It was only after she left ha
' that he dad overcharged her thirty
e, #ind he walked four miles to correet the mis-
A friend hearing of the incident joked
when the humorons Abe an-
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folka’ stories his own. Good stories were so highly
prized by him that he stored them away In his
memory with jealous eare, and used them as the

occasion presented itsell. As he himeell pald:
“1 believe that genuine humor ls a plaster that
heals many a wound. | remember a good story
when [ hear it, but | never invent anytaing orig
inal. | am only a retafl dealer. A pinch of mental
snuff =

When his friends plimented him om tha way
he looked or somethihg he had done he loved to
lnugh It away with a joke, o show that he appre
tlated their friendship and still that he refused o
be kpolled by fRattery. The following Is a story
in point. Ome day a friend shook hands with him
And said: “Mr. President, it Is some time sinee
I saw you In Minola™ “Yes,” came the Jovial an
swer. “T am about the same as the old horse who
was put in a pasturs to grase. A neighbor, seclng
the horse after she had been there soms time,
mald: "Well, you put this horse In here to recaper-
ate, but she looka now about the same as when
youn first put her in. She neither recupes nor de
capea!’ That's fust about the way it Is with ma”™

Two qualities kept him the same unasswming
man after he was madé president of the United
Btates that he waa when he began to maks a ea-
reer for himself. One was his sense of humor,
which never allowed him to become self-conacicus,
and the other his wonderful fafth In God and In
hia fellow men. Hie frienda never heaitated to Ap
proach him to aek him a favor nor tefl him a funny
story. A friend says: “One day on board ship |
showed hm In Harper's Weekly a funny Ifttle
rhyme which was s0o amusing that the president
sat down and sprawled himsel?f on the deek and
sald: ‘Lend me your penknife’ 1 handed him
the knife and he eut the plece from the paper.
saying: "Not a very dignified position for the prosl-
dent of the United Btates, but eminently comfort-
able for that purpose.”™

Musaic was another of hia favorite recreations.
He loved to hear the bova saing their pongs In
camp. He loved homely ballada and simple dit-
tlem. The greatest favor a friend or soldler crwid
show him was to sing simple tnnea. As one friemd
admits: “Often have 1 seen him In tears while
1 was rendering In my poor way a homely mel
ody.”

He found great Gﬂlﬂrt fn the Ianghter and
pranks of children. He aflowed his own boys
great freedom In the White Hense. He often let
their misdemeanoras go unpunished becanse every-
thing about children gave him recreation and
pleasure. The keeper in the White House tells
this story showing his love for children: “We
weare walking over to the war dppartment. Just
A8 we got to the door a nurse holding ome Infant
at her side got In onr way.
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It was his sensg of humor that enabled him tv
bear poverty lightly. Elegant surroundings did
not appeal to him; he was as content in the log
cabin where he was born as In the White House.
The plainest suite pleased his tastes, Greediness
of wealth was wholly unknown to him; If he was
greedy about anything It was knowledge and noth-
ing more. The following story ls told about him
and well proves this point. He was asked to give
a lecture In the Illinols college for the library
fund. When the lecture was over and the people
passed out he went up to the librarian and sald’
“l notice that there are not many llsteners hers
tonight; 1 don't think we made much on this lee
ture.” In reply the official sald: “When we pay
for the rent of the hall, music and advertising and
your compensation there will not be munch left for
the library.” Mr. Lincoln replied: “Well, boys,
be hopeful: pay me my rallroad fare and the Afty
cents that my supper cost me and you can have

tha rest.”

Thia joviality was largely because he felt the
sorrows And hardships that come to most men
and women, and he did everything In his power
to Nghten thelir burden. As he aald to a friend:
“When | am dead [ wiah my frienda to remember
that T always pluck a thorn and plant a rose when
poasible .~

He was baloved by thousands and thousands of
people. Many who bhelleved In slavery appreciated
the grand character of the man. And it was hie
strong and courageous personallly that converted
thousands of men to belleve that slavery was
wrong. Put no one loved him so well as tha ecol
ored people, his words were always on their Hpa
An old colored man onece sald st & meeting In
Bouth Carellna: “Drederin’, you don't know nosen
what you'se talkin® aboul. Now you Just Naten to
ma. Massa [Linkin ha's everywheraa He know
eberyting. He walk de earf ke da Lovd.”

When his soul was most troubled he wonid try
and ease himaell by a joke. There was so much
sadnesa In his make-up that he found this the best
safety.valve

This sense of hamor gave him wonderful falth
and courage. He was one of the last to advoeate
drastic measures In deciding tha slave guestlon
Rat when onece begun he never gave up hope
There were timea when sitnations looked ex-
tremely dark, he eould not see clearly which wav
was the best, but whes his reason falled him his
sublime falth guided him right. Hea belleved that
God would be on the sida of the Just and the right.

The Hon. Oeorge Curtls tells this story, which
ahows the man's sablime falth:

“One day | called on the president with a repre
sentatfve from congress. Mr. Lincoln recelved
va In his office, the large Mmom on the seeond floor.
He was dressed In black and wore slippers. Om
a table at his side were maps and plans of the
seat of war, and pins with bine and gray heads
representing the positions of the soldlers on both
eldea

“When wa arose to leave he shook my hand with
paternal kindness and said good by with a paternal
kindness and evident prond eonvictlon. “Wea shall
beat them, my son; we shall beat them" PRut the
alr and tone with whirh he rald the warda were o
free from any waworthy feeling that the most
resolote and eomfident of his opponenta wonld have
been deeply Impressed.” He belleved in prayer, ha
belleved 1t eased the troubled mind and soul. and
changed faflare to succeas as much as does 8
healthy sense of humor. One day Oeneral Sickles
called on him and asked the president ‘It he had
not been anxious during the battle of Qettysburg”

The president thought some minutes and then
answered: “Yes, but [ did not give up my falth.
1 went into my room one day and locked the door
and got down on my knees and prayved to hia
mightily for victory at Gettysburg. 1 told hir
it wan his war and our caoee hia casse, hut that
Frederickshurg or Chancelloraville could not hold
out another day. And then 1 made a solemn vow=

* to Almighty God that It he wonld stand by our

boys at Gettyaburg | would stand by him. and he
did, and 1 will.”

It was thia falth in Ood nnd in all his children
that mada Lincoln work, struggle and die to free
the slaves. As he once told a friend, when he
was making a trip from Loulsville to St. T.onfa by
boat, there was a dozen slavea on board, shackied
together with frona, so they could not get awnay.
He explained: T knew that this was all Wrong.
(od had never Intended that any of his children
should be shackled, and T knew the time wonld
come when | should be given & part In freeing
them.”

These stories and humorouns InciMents help to
analyze a chiracter that might otherwise seem
strange and Inconsfatent Lincoln loved hia Crea
tor and humanity., He belleved that with patience
afl things torned out right In the end, and that
w!thhmndhthtﬂnlntﬂhrﬂuh
eome sasier and far more bearabla
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MULCH THE STRAWBERRY BED

Winter Protection ls Important Point
Often Overlooked and Neglected
—=Straw Is Good.

——————

(By M. N. EDGERTON)

A point In strawberry colture more
often overlooked and neglected than
any other is that of winter protection.

Briefly stated, the reason for mulch-
ing s this: Strawberry plant® are in-
jured by the alternate freezthg and
thawing incident to the winter and
spring months.

Freezing expands the moilsture of
the soil. This slightly raises the sur-
face of the ground, which, in turn,
exerts a lifting force upon the plant,
The root system being held in a
frozen soil, some of the finer roots
and rootlets are broken. Upon the
thawing of the soil, its surface settles
to its original position, but not so the
plant.

A continued repetition of this proe-
es8 often leaves the crown of the

lhllnll_n Intimation.
“I'll show them 1 can-do mﬁhll_
than sit on & stool and look pretty.

B stool.”
m::'nT. mﬂ“mﬂ
CASBTORIA, a safe sure remedy for
infants and and seo that it
Pears the
Bignature of
In Use For Over 30 Years. _
mmcqmmm&m

Out of the Frying Pan.

David Starr Jordan, at a peace meat-
ing at the Hotel Astor in “lew York,
sald to a reporter:

“Half the world at war, and the
counsel we are getting is that we
must arm more heavily. That counsel
reminds me of the African kiugs.

“An Afriean king feasted a white ex-
plorer royally. Then, at the end of
the feast, 300 girls were led forward

“‘Choose from among these 300,
said the king, ‘a wife.'

“But the explorer blushed and stam-
mered:

*““Oh, but {f I took one, then the re-
maining 299 would be jealous.

“*“That is easily remedied,’ the king
answered. ‘Take all'”

The silos are being built under
ground extensively through the west-
ern part of the United States. %

Don’t Give Up!

Nowadays deaths due to weak kidoeys
wre 72% more common than 20 years ago,
accordlog to the eensus. Uverwork asd
worry are tho causes. The kidpneys can't
keep up,and a slight kiduey weakness
8 usually meglected.

If you bhave backache or uri dls-
| orders, don't misiake the cause. hit
the danger. Mure care as L dlet, H,
otc., and the use of Doan's Hull']'
w(n W bring quiek relief.

An lllinois Case

Mra Narcissa
Waggoner, Mispouri
Ave. , Usrierville, LI,
paya: “For len years
1 had terribie back-
achep and headarhes
Rloig wilh dizay and
nervous spella 1

was restices and
mofnings fwll il

M You Want This Result Next Spring |
Muleh Thisa Winter.

plant protruding an Inch or more
above the surface, the broken erunda of
ita roots exposed to view, Planta are
often thoa killed outright or left prae
tically worthleaa

Now, it is commonly supposed Lhat
the Injury mentioned above
only one to which strawberry plnnu
are subject, when left unprotected.
thia were true, then it would net I-l
necessary to apply the muleh unti |
apring. daring which time the greater ‘
share of alternate thawing and freea- |
ing takes place, and not .t all on
these solla which do not honeycomb
under the influence of frosi

Neverthelesas, the more famillar we
become with the strawberry plant and |
its habita and conditions (hat uilt
where the plant grows wild, the more
firmly are we convinced that this tl
AR eTromeous view. |
There is a general lack In the o
sential Information necessary to form |
A correct ldea In regard to the matter. |

By nature and habit, the strawberry |
plant ls an evergreen. 1/nlike the |
bush fruits, it does not ripen its vege |
tative growth and cast s leaves with
the coming of antumn, but will, if |
Riven protection, remain green in a
dormant state, waiting for the coming
of spring, when it may again take up
the proceas of life
Leavea that come out bright and
green will begin work 'n (he apring
where they laft off in the fall
On the other hand, if the leavea
and crown of the plant are left ex-
posed to winter sunshine .he mois
ture in the leaves will evaporate, and
as connectlon between root and leaf
ia cut off becanse of the frozem scil,
the leavea shrivel and die,
Planta with leaves practically dead,
will often put forth new leaves in the
spring, but such plants never show the
vigor of those given protection
As to the material for mulching,
anything that will shade the plant and
ground from the sun will answer the
purpnse. Generally speaking. the
eoarser and freer from weeds and
grasa seeds, the better.
The most satiafactory job of mulch-
ing we ever did was with marsh hay
applied before the ground had frozen.
Any kind of straw ia good for the pur
pose, but tromble Is llkely to come
with it, becawse of the seeds of
grasses and weeda

Corn stalks will answer the pur
pose, and admirably so if shredded
Pulp from cane milla may be uased:
Algo the leavesn from forest trees.

Aa a means of retarding the season
of fruiting, the mmich should be ap
plied while the ground is frozen or
covered with snow. With such pur
pose in view, It is often advantageons
to apply a light covering early in the
season and a second, heavy applica
tion after the ground has become
frozen or covered deeply with snow.

Under favorable conditions, the
fruiting period may be dslayed from
A week to ten days,

jrYt;mr Bowels

'CARTER'S LITTLE

" Parely vegrtable. Act

2 "'m:'::r

mhe and ladigesiion, oo

tired | could hardly
do my housework |
sleadily got worpe
and during ons al-
inch -aen iy e -
sclous [ssetore sald
that mothing eoould
e dane e frat
Box of Doan's Kidaey Mila helpad me
and sin bonea cured me | ow fesl
#reager (han | have for years '™

Ot Dean's ot Any Stere, 50¢ o Ben

DOANI HIDNEY

FILLS
CO., BUFFALO, M. Y.

Cot owt cathartics gnd tven. They am
. vatal, Barsh, wonec renary, ;

LIVER PILLS

ernily n (e h"'i
ke,
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Genuine must bear Signature
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There is no need Lo suffer the

AnnoY excruciati of
s neuralgia; Sloan's IMHJ ‘\

tI]r rlﬂmuthethaldin‘
hqmlinm Don’t delay.,
Try it at onen,

Hear What Othars Sar

“T havn heen a mffersr with
and hara tried
Mlomn's
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