A BRIDGE

1 It Was an Important Feat
‘ J -*Ill More Respects
g Tlm; One

By F. A. MITCHEL

The wind bowled: the rain came
down In torrents. All the streams were
swollen. Night came on, and the dark
ness added to the bleakness.

In a farmbouxe near which ran
rallroad track a womuan sat over a
baby that wus moaning nnd tossing
with fever. Now and again she would
take the child up In her arms and ca-
yess It. but its sufferingy were not di-
minished. and xhe would put It down
with ap gxclamation of despair,

A boy of twelve stowd by looking
pitylngly on his baby sister He was n
sturdy little fellow und old enough to
realize that he might lose her,

“Oh, for some one to seud for a t.'luv-
tor!” walled the mother.

“Can't | go?"' asked the boy.

“You go! Do yovu think | would let
you go out In stich u night as this, ruan-
ming the rixk of loslug you as well as
your little sister? If you could go by
the road | would send you. but you
would have to crosa the rallroad bridge.
The wind would blow yon down into
the gulf below.”

“I've croased the bridge. 1 know how
to do it in a wind, [ can erawl”

“You should not have done s0 even
by day. The danger would be far
greater at night. and on such a plght
a8 this it would be frightful. Besldes,
i a traln should ecome along what
would you do?

“Hang on to a tie.”

The mother shuddered. Reneath the
ties a bundred feet below a river was
belling over rocks.

“There's no truin to eross the bridge
il 11:00." continued the boy.

“How do you know, Jakey T’

“]l know all about the tralna.”™

This was true. Jakey Bummers was
muoch I(nterested In the rallroad. the
renning of trains, and was known Lo
the employeean of the company at the
station a few miles from his bome.
Many a free ride had been given him
both on tralns and locomotives,

“1 wish | dare let you go.” sald the
mother. “but | don'L"

A spaam passed over the baby that
frightened ber and Jakey too. The
boxy went out (nte the kitchen, and
whén his mother wns not consclous of
his presence he was standing before
ber with a lighted lantern.

“Ob. Jakey.” snhe exclnimed, “you're
mot golbg to cross that frightful bridge
this terrible night™

“1 ean do It all fight, mamma. Don't
you worry about me. Just you stay hete
and take care of Petty.
Parker back with me. HHe's got a car
and can come by the road, If it Ia ten
miles aroand, an quick as | ean get lo
Mm across the bridge.”

The mother put her arma about him
and hugged him, but he disengaged
hMmaelf and with a “Now, don't yoo
worry about me. mamma,” went out
nto t night. A gust of wind blew
In an opened the door. and hila moth-
ar started up to prevent his going. but
he pulled the door to, and from a win-
dow benide It she saw his light dis-
appearing down toward the (track.
With a prayer for him she went back
to her bahy

Jakey moon galned the track and be-
gan to walk on n path beside it toward
the bridge. He had glanced at a clock
bafore going out and saw that the time
was balf past 10. It wonid be thirty-
five minutea before an expresma train
would reach the bridge. but the bridge
was half a mile away, and he must
meceasarily be a long while getting
over it. For thia distance he hreasted
the wind, though ordinarily it wonid
bave been easy walking on the path
He had no means of noting the time
and must take his chances as to beling
on the iridge when the traln passed

over It. He trudged on aas fast as he
eould and was conscions of making

pretty good time.

A gust of wind howled through the
branchea of the trees and cansed a
lond wail among the telegraph wires
aboveé his head. When it died down,
before another gust came. he heard
the bolllng waters of the river. He

awe stricken. In order to
§ his resolution he thought of hia
hb, sister and hia anxions mother
moving on a short distance. stood
ﬂll of the bridge.
H‘ﬂ feet long. with an abut-
b bank and one In the mid-
the H‘l’ll‘. Taking his lantern
left hand that he might cling
stronger right. he began to
the ties. After a squall he
andl made a distance of
eet before
wan

over
erect
forty 1 another blast
he obliged to get
eling for dear life.

was over the bolling waters.
tnd,tn strike terror Into
' But his mind was In-
Wbafmthm
tﬂﬁ. When the wind blew
e h.miled between the
ing bimself against s sieeper.
5 as Ite force was spent he
n.meﬂm partly ris-
all the while
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he prmu-ri-»d the pret (e the Inequality
of the bedybt of the ral.s. As be ap- .
proached the cepter abutinent this io-
equality was sutficlent to throw a .
tralon off the bridge into the river,
Jakey qunbied. The bridge wan
breaking down. and he knew not but
thut farther on a part of It might
bave been swepl away. e besitated,
thinking te return. 1. valn be thought
of ghis little sixter and that her life

t baug upon his getting v doctor.

He dare not go on. A pust tHercer
than any preceding swept over the
strocture. and be could hear a terrible
cracking beyomnd. He was appalled.
He turmsl to go back, but stopped.
From a distunce, borune on the wiml,
came the ruttle of u train.

Jakey kunew that this wuas the ex.
press: that It was passing on open

gpace some tive miles away., where he
But It

was seven miles by the winding of the

had often seen It puss before.

raflrond. Within a quarter of nn bour

it would be on the bridge. He was

near the center.
judge. he would barely have tlme to
get on terrn irma by polng elther for
ward or back. The bridge would zo
down with the train and he would
go down with both. [He was reason-
ably sure that bebind bim the bridge
was standing, for he had _II.IH[ colne
over it. Ahead of him be u}uld not see
through the darkness,

A whirl of Inflnences passed throagh
the child's bralp—Dbls sick sister. his
troubled mother and now the horror
of a train freighted with people going
down Into that terrible chasm. ['er

He never knew what decided him.
on:y knew that he could not go back.
All his nature revolted agninst doing
80. He must go forwarnd.

he found that It bad partly given way
and one rall was at the lowest polnt
below the other. As he crawled for-
ward it began to rise again. This gave |
him courage. He saw that the damage

was cansed by the giving way of :hg.. curing of necessary machinery -nd-

8o far as he cauld

' plate business and that the govern-
ment should have a plant of Its own,

haps It was this that declded him. | pot to make all its armor, but to pro-

He |
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DUWNE '3 GROVE RMORTER

= WANTS U. . PLANT |

‘FOR ARMOR PLATE

House Bill Ca'ls Fnr Expendi-
ture of S?.ﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂll.

AIMED AT ALLEGED TRUST.

Plan to Force Manufacturers to Keep

Prices Down—Government as a Com- {
petitor Would Not Produce All of Its |
Own Plate—Increase In Prices Has

Bean Felt.

Washington.—Seven milllon dollars |
to provide for a government urml:rrl[
plate plant s asked for in a bill intro- |
duced by Representative Britten of 11-'
The bill was introduced colnel.
dent with the announcement by the

linois.

navy department that blds for $3,000,-
000 worth of armor for battleship No.
39 hnd been rejected becnuse they are
identical. Although Representative
Britten Is a Republlcan, his bill fol-

lows generally the ldeas of Becretary

Danlels, who has reported that a
“trust” evidently exists in the armor

vide enough to mnke competition with

the private mills,
In addition. Represeutative Britten

i about to take up with several sena-

Underwood tariff blll so as to admit

armor plate free of duty.

tion of sultable bulldings and the pro-

abutment in the river, and the one on | | supplies for the establishwent and
the farther bank was likely standing | ®alntenance of the plan. Active op-

A whistle so clear that it Indicated a | erations on the plant are to be h-lun'
spurred | Within six months after the passage of

near proximity of the traln
bim on. Despite the danger of being

blown off the bridge. he stood uplnd.
walked on the tles. He was not now " Britten sald that he had had in mind '

over the bolling water, and that was a |

relief,
Buddenly a hrl“ll light flashed ahead

the bill
In discussing his bill Representative

lur some months the lntroducing of a

| “plan that would break up If possible

of him. A locomotive had rounded L)

curve and was beading on a stralght
track for the bridge. Jakey began to
swing his lantern. e beard the sound
attending the checking of a traln, but
the headlight of the lnvomotive flared
nearer. Jakey was now some Afty feet
from the end of the bridge nand feared

to be run down. He could only stand conclusively the collusien existing o |

his ground and swing his lantern.

The traln came to a stop after pass |

ing a few feet on to the bridge. The
engineer wallexd for the lght to ad
vance and. leming out from his cab.
heard Jakey's report of the condition
of the bridge A shudder passed over
ihe blg man on the mammoth engine
at bhearing that be and his tralnload
of people had been aaved from a fright-
ful fall te death by the boy with the
little upturned face beneath him.

A light was coming forward, and the
conductor approsched. Here and there
in the cars a window was thrown ap
The conductor
bheard the story that the bridge was
wrecked, and h, too, shoddered.

“I got to wo.” sald Jakey.

“3o where?” naked the conductor me- [

chanically.
“I got to go a plece up the road for
a doctor. My Httle slater’s sick.™
“Get ll:murd the train. We're going |

to back up.”

' the trust now controlling the

plate situation In this country.
“The opening of the bids of the lll'l'j'

department for $3.000.000 worth of ar-

- his only

SUDGE WANTS HEARING.

Emory 8peer of Savannah, Ga., An-
ewers His Accusers.

Washington.—Followiug the brioging
of charges in congress agalust Judge
Emory BSpeer of Savannah, Ga.. the
Justice at once forwarded to Henry
Clayton, chalrman of the judiclary
committee of the house, an informal

Capswer to all the ¢harges.

In his nnswer the judge states that
sonrce of loformation was

] through the newspapers, amd he asked |
I'nr w copy

|
|

And he did At the center abutment tors the advisabllity of changing thc|

Representative Britten's bill provides
for the acquisition of a site, the erec-

of the original eharges.

JUDME EMORY BFEEN.

He denled each of the allegations and

wants a heariug just as soon a8 he

recovers from an attack of hay fever.
Among the charges was one that

Judge Bpeer alded his sop-lp-law by

|
armos | m:rurmlurﬂ of prﬂ!ltury Interesta™

mor for battleship No. 38, appropriated

for last year. In which the bids of the
three armor producing companles (b |

the United States corresponded exact-
Iy and giving the same amount per ton |

as last year.,” sald Mr. Britten, "-hnn'l
the bidding regardiess of the fact 'Ihll

each bhidder nttesta In an aMdavit sub

mitted with his respective bida Ihltf

the company la not engnged In any
such agreement and proves conclusive
Iy that competition for this enormons
amount of government business Is &

. faren

“The onmnly way (0o procure Armor
plate at anything lke n reasonable
price s for the government (o enter
Inte direct competition In ta manuw-
factore with

engaged In this work.
favor of entering Into the feld to

' such an extent as to put the other ar

|

The engineer extended a hand to the

boy and lifted him Into the eab. As |

snon aa he got him there he folded him

in his arms and kissed him. Then he |

kissed him agnin and again antil he
heard the conduoctor say:

“Come: back up.”

Jakey was put off at a station
which was very near the doctor's

house, bt hy this time the newn of
the narrow escape had spread among
the passengera, and they

erowded |

around the boy on the platform. imped.

ing his progress

When they heard

that a sick baby's life depended upon save considerably over

his further efforts they suffered him

When some twenty min-

to proceed.

the doctor In the latter’s car he war

met by the conductor,
hatfal of money Into hia lap Then

to the baby.

When the doctor arrived he took
charge of the little patient. but It was
some time later, when the Iatter was
sleeping. that Jakey told his mother
how he had saved the train and show-
ed her the plle of billa and gold and
sliver pleces that had been contributed
for him by the passengers

This was not all. The next day an
official of the road came to see Jakey
with a message from the president re
gquesting him to come to the gemernl
officea In the eity to be thanked.

The bahy being out of danger.
Jakey's Sunday sait wasa put on him.
and he took a free ride on thé train to
see the president The boy was re-
celved by a multitude of employees an
he passed to the office of the pre=iding
offMicer and found himself a hero. Aft-
er being offcially thanked he was In-
formed that he wonld thereafter he
considered the child of the compeny.
would be sest to sehool by it, and when
be desired to enter the service of the
road he wonld be educated to take an
important position. Refore he went
back he was hapded » check for £5.0060,
made payable to bis mother.

“Jakey iz now a division nnparlnm

who poured a |

followed by a cheer, the auto sped vn | ment more than 17 per cent on the en-

| tire investment after allowing 3 per cent
' om the total expenditure or $1.200,000).

 KRe of ﬂlm et an the road. Hlfnqlﬂﬂfrﬂﬂ...-
' S 8.1 guer the heides. or. eather. &

the companies already

I am not In
 for &

' mor producing companies out of bual- | makea s sunbstantlsl

nesa, but to manufacture a suffclent |

amount of this commodity =0 as to
forre them Into competition and com-

s thelr armor at
pel them to offer "' | Bas been visited by relatives who were

' least at a fairly reasonable cost.

“Investigntiona recently made in this |
. direction have shown that In & govern
ment plant capable of turning out
10,000 tons a year. which js about haif

of the armor needed on a two battle. |

ship program, the cost of the armor
will not exceed £314 a ton.  The differ-
ence between this and the amount bid

last Tuesday. which was exacily the
same per ton as the blds submitted

last year, $454: on 10,000 tona, at a
saving of $140 per ton over the price |
now paid, the government wounld save |
£1, 400000 per annum. Deduoecting thﬁ.
Interest on the money used In bullding |

the plant,

year, which amount in a very short |

the govermment will still |
1,000 (W) llf

time will completely cover the cost nf||

will be Independent of this branch nf|
the steel trust. As a business proposi- |
tlon the plant would net the govern-

“In 1908 the price of armor plate was
$346 a ton, in 1907 the trust jumped It
to $420 a ton, andYast year it was rals-
ed to $§454 a ton. The price goes up
conetantly and remains ap. and the
evidence ls not lacking that the price
at the present time is based mores upon
what the companies think they can get
than what it costs.

“Some years ago we were confronted
with the same problem in the purchase
of powder for the use of the army and
the navy. We bullt a powder plant,
entered- Into direct competition with
the powder companies and today are
saving $268 80 on each ton of powder.

“We manufactnre our own powder in
part, we manufacture our own guns,
and there ia no reason In the world
why we should not manufactare a
part of our own armor plate. The cost
of the plant Is mot prohibitive, and the
cost of operation will not be a severe
obetacle. .

ates later he passed the statlon with | the plant, and at the same time we |

giving him appointments In coort.
| This was empbatically denled. An-
aswering the charge that he was tem-
peramentally unfit for a judicial sia-
tlon. Judge Bpeer says that he only lo-
slsts on order and decoram In his conrt-
room, He asserted that the men who
“attempted to defame me In  thelr
 siatements were counsel for defend-
ants In cases of great embezzlement or

PRIORITY OF DEATH
10 FIX BHEAT ESTATE

Rolatives of l[ll Gouple Fight
For $1,000,000 Fortune.

Bpringfield, Mana.—Disposition of a
51000000 estate hingem on whether
Bherman D, Porter or hls wife died
firet In a grade crossing accident at

Bouth Deerfleld According to the med
ieal examiners, both were killed iIn-
stantly,

Relatives on both siden are aligned
legnl fight. The case may be
further complicated If Mr. Porter's will
bequest to his
chanffeur, who wnsa for many year= in
his service and whom the rallroad com.
pany blames for the accident

Bince the fatality the Porter home

pever entertalned there In the Hfetime
of Mr and Mra Porter He was elghty
and his wife muoch younger. If it ean

| be eatablished that hia death ocrurred
r-ﬂ. inatant before hern. her relatives

would become helrs to the estate. His
relatives Intimate that the will bears a
codicll which alters the provislons of
the Instrument If her death should oc.
eur hefore his,

Under olg court rulings. when hua
band and wife perished together, the
wife was presumed to have died frst,
being the weaker of the two, but later
' rmlinga have been based on ecloce In-
quiry into all the clrcumstances. The
relative ages of the two, it ia sald, may
become determining factora In the Por.
ter case,

Mr. Porter made a fortune In the
candy business and at the time of his
death was president of the Klibbe

rﬂrm Manmanfactoring rompany. whole-

sale confectioners and Importera

TO JAIL TO SAVE FATHER.

Rough Rider Saocrificea MHis Liberty.
Mother Caught Gun Man.

Cralg. Colo.—Eugene H. Decker and
Clarence E Decker, father and somn.
who were tried at this term of the di=-
trict court on the charge of hor=e
stealing, were found guiity and Inno-
¢ent respectively. The son s one of
the most widely known cow men and
rough ridera In this country. The
horse waa the property of Ira H, Olm-
stead.

Young Decker pleaded guilty In or
der to free hin aged father of complie-
ity in the crime. His mother single
banded eaptured Willlam Morgan, the
netorions Hbfe-In-the-Wall gun man,
last fall after Morgan had for three

weeks elnded sheriff parties in three
1 connties.

Boy of Three Lost Two Days In Wilde.
Muskogee, Okla. —After tramping

two days over the mountains without

food. Oran Trammell, o three-yéar-old

'boy who had wandered away from a

on camp at Woodstan, ‘was

nd by James Payne. lnuldhgm
rd of

I

Twenty Tuns of Dynamite Open
Stretch of Work.

[ —

BIG CUT RAPIDLY FILLED.

Dredges Expected to Complete Work
of Establishing Channel at Western

I

Feet Long, 500 Feet Wide and 41
Feat Deop.

Punama.—The last remaining barrier
at the Pacific end of the [Panamn
Ccauul bas been blown up by dynamite.
It was an intensely Interesting  spec-
Au electric switeh was turned

tuche.

juu. aindl 0 woment later the 1,000 spec-

tators and the otlicers of the British
crulser New Zealmwd saw a wonderful
slght. [Hundreds of tons of wod and
stones were thrown high in the abr.
Tlhere they seewmed to hang., then fall

buck us the roar of the explosion
echowdd in the nearby hills.
About twenty long tons, equivalent

to 44.500 pounds, of 43 per ceut dyona
mite constituted the Llast, which was
one of the lurgest ever set off in the
canal, ‘I'be charge, which was planted
In 541 holes at an average depth of
thirty feet, tore a big gap in the bar
rier, but not to a suthelent depth to
permit the water to flow through, as
the sea level channel was at low tide.
Equally ax Interesting zs the explo-
slon was the actunl breaking of the
barrier. the tide creeplpg steadlly ap
uotll it was level with the top of the
gap. A workman selzed a shovel and
made a smull trench, through which
a rill of water trickled. Gradually It
widened votll an bhour afterward a tor-

PACIFIC HALFWAY |
ACROSS THE CANAL

NUN DESERTS CONVENT.

Bister Leocadia Belisved to Be Teach-
ing Music in New Yerk.
Niggara Falls, Ont.—8ister Leocadia,
teacher of music in Mount Loretia
. Convent, at Falls View, a mile south

| of this place, has left the convent,

where she had spent more than twen-
ty-five years of her life. It has just
become known that Sister Leocadia,

. apparently wearying of the life within

the cloister, made her departure from
the convent several months ago. It
is believed that she made her way to
New York and is trylng to earm &

livelihood by teaching musie.

At the age of eight Margaret Coulter

"of Philadelphia entered the Mount

End In Short Time—The Cut ls 5,000

‘Loretta convent. She was an orphan

who had one brother. Her next near-
est relatlve was an uncle. She be-

- came a novitiate at the age of sixteen
and took her final vows at the age of

rent, with a thirty-five foot fall, pour

ed through an opening 400 feet wide
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BLAST AT PANAMA TANAL.

into that part of the canal between
Gamboa dike and Miraflorea locks
which had been exeavated by steam
shovela

This cut, which s BO0D feet long.
600 feet wide and 41 feet deep be
low mean sea level. was Immediate
iy Alled when the waters of the Pa-
cific touched for the first time the
solld masonry of the Miraflores locka

Dredges passed thronigh the opening.
and in a few days the |ast vestige= of
the barrier will be removedd, estabilah-
ing n practically complete channel at
the Pacific end. The dredges have be
gun to remove the last barrier of the
Atlantlc shannel. When that work l=
accomplished ships may navigate to
the locks at both enda

On May 18 the engineers of the Pan-
ama canal exploded 32.750 pounds of
dynamite that had been loaded Intn
238 holea to dispose of the first dike
nolding back the Pacific orean This
dike had dammed the waters of Ancon
harbor. In the gnlf of Panama, antl
the engineers practically finished ex~a-

'vating a long stretch of the canal

near Miraflores. The mighty blast was
sucressfnl, and the wateras of the Pa-
eific flowed Into the canal up to the
point where It was checked antfl the
lant hiast removed another barrier.

DOG BARKS FOUR DAYS.

Spaniel Finally Attracts Notice te Ita
Dead Master.

Alpena, Mieh.—For four days a amall

water apaniel lay whimpering in front

of his master's shanty. Dozena of

'persons noticed the dog's peculiar ae-

Hons and passed on. Reveral offered

' to feed the animal, but it refused to eat.

Finally it ceased to whine and began
to velp and succeeded
neighbors to enter the dHapidated
bullding. There they found the body
of Frank Cleveland, whose wole dom-
panfon for years had been his dojg. gh-

. “Hen Lays Egg |
Milton. 1nd.—J. M., 4d¢

T~

in Indocing -

twenty-one. when she became known
ns Sister TLeocadia. Soon after she took
the vell she bhecame teacher of musie
in the convent.

Girls from all sections of the United
States and Canada have studied musie
under Sister Leoendia. [t is sald that
she wuas very popular among her pupils
as well us among the sisters of the
convent becuuse she was comely In
appearance and charming In manner.
Her beauty had often been remarked
by persons who were In the habit of
visiting or passing the convent.

Mount Lorettn Convent is the parent
Institution of the Lorettn Risterhood In
Canauda, When Inquirics were made
recently at the convent for Sister
Leocadia it was learned that she had
not returned, Mother Joseph, assistant
to the mother superior, sald that Sister
Leocadia had gone away. and sbhe
added that she did not know her
wherenbouts, Mother Joseph, however,
snld she bhelleved that Sister Leocadia
was somewhere In the United States

QUEEN MARY BARS
BIG GAMBLING GLUB

GConsort Ends Plans For Exclu-
sive Woman's House.

London. —Queen Mary by reason of
her uncongquerable aversion to gam-
bling In auy form by women bhas pre
venled the entablishment of & woman's
club In London which, from a social
point of view, by far would have out-
mnked any exlsting woman's clab In
the city amd which, In fact, would
bave been a kind of woman's Maribor
ough club

The incident at the same time shows
bow, in spite of the queen’s strong and
constantly demonstrated objection, the
poclety women of England are equally
determined not to be deprived of their
big or Ittle gnmiding

A plan was formulated a short time
ago to start a woman's clnb the mem-
hership of which was to be restricted
to past and present ladies of the varl
ows royal householda In England. At
fArst everything pointed to Ita Imme
diate great suwvess. Nearly every
royal lady realding In England prom
lsed to Jola. and a strong body of la.
diea of the roynl households Imme-
fdiately came In.

Of rourse it was abeolutely esaen-
tial that soch a cluh rhould have the
support of the queen, as she la the
head of the select body from which
the membera were (o he selected.

Iady Agneta Montague, the organiz-
ing secretary of the club, Immediately
approached Queen Mary as soon as the
suceeasfnl establishment of the elub
was assured, A couple of weeks ago
the qneen wrote to Lady Agneta that
ghe wonid join the club. hat only om
the conditlons that there should be no
card room In It and that no male vis-
Itors should be recelved’

These conditlons were made known,
and two weeks sofficed to show that
they rendered the formation of the
club Impossible, for of the 190 ladies
who formed the original nuclens of
the organization 140 have now with-
drawn their names. As a result the
scheme has been abandoned.

LAST OF CROW INDIANS.

Lake Metimep Dies on Reservation
Mear Saginaw, Mich,
Haginaw. Mich.—l.ake Metimop, said
to be the Inst of the Crow Indians,
dled on a reservation near Saginaw.
For many decadea he was closely as-
sociated with the Crow reservation.
and for some time had been ita only
living founder. He had been blind for

‘ the iast three years.
I

While some people doubted that the
Indian was as old as he claimed to ba,
107 years, it was belleved that he wan
Michigan's oldest Inhabitant. Metl-
mop, better known as Met Wop, set
tied In the Saginaw valley before white
men coammenced to colonize that sec-
tion. Although quite a leader, he was
conaidered more of a farmer than a

fighter.
BECOMES RICH IN A DAY.

Widew, Support of Four Children,
Meir of Brother-in-law.
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