Tll the voters of Downers Grove:

In reply to the communication of

i) T. H. Slusser that appeared in the
Bk _Aast lssue of the Reporter, asking that

1, as village president, give you more
information than is contained in the
olrcular that I mailed you, setting
forth the receipts and disbursemeunts
of our electric light and water plant
for 1912 and an estimate of the ex-
penses for the same work if we had
the new equipment installed that the
Board contemplate if you vote on Oc-
tober 18th to give us the bond issue
that we ask.

I prepared the statement showing
the receipts and disbursements from
the village treasurer’s annual report,
$411.81 was spent by the former
board looking for a bond issue to re-
habilitate the plant with steam. I
deducted that from the total disburse-
ments, and the balance, $17,928.68,
must be the cost of maintenance and
operation, as no interest or deprecia-
tion was charged and no new equip-
ment was purchased OR EXTENSION
WORK done.

I did not check up the different
items of ‘expenditure and charge to
any part of the plant, but | did check
up the coal and labor and charged up
the balance to repairs and supplies.

I found that coal cost $6,546.12 and
labor $5,917.60, leaving a balance of
$6,465.96 for other expenditures, the
larger portion being for repairs to
bollers and machinery,

The estimates as to expenses Iif an

oll engine had been installed were
furnished Trustee Kellogg by Mr.
Beck, who represents the De La

Verne oll engine in Chicago, and was
based on the use of 125,000 K. W. H.
for pumping water,

This estimate was made by two
engineers, who are members of the
American Assoclatlon of Mechanical
Engineers,

The plant In 1912 produced 143.840
K.W.H. of current at the switch-
board. 056,200 K. W. H. were used for
sireet lighting, %7640 K. W.H. for
commercial clrcult,

The village collector's books show
that 53,661 K. W. H. were paid for by
consumenrs, the balance, 34,0890 K W.
H., was used for free lights, slow
meters and line joss

The free lights are localed at the
Village hall, collector's office, power
plant, public library and the lights
on the oulside of the depol.

I caused meters to be lostalled a
ahort time ago, and from their read
Ing estimate that the froe lighis
amounted In 1912 o 18,860 K W. H.
When you consider that some of our
metors are slow we find our line loss

s not above the average for good
linea
Our lines are in good condition:

we do not need to rehabllitate them,
but we do need (o extend them We
have a number of applications on file
for current that we do not feel justl
fed In granting because of the con-
dition of the plant

Aa to the jtem of $3.720 for labor,
the estimate was for three men and
A superintendent, the same as ia used
mow., The saving in labor is 10e to
12¢ a ton for unloading coal and a
coal passer or laborer, (wo were
used during the winter moatha, One
of the men employed now works four
houwrn as engineer and aix hours on
the lines, and this is sufMcient except
after pleet gtorms or other emergen-
clea, 0] engines of the heavier types
do heed attention, but not the constant
attention of steam bollers and engines

Mr. Reck Informa me that both the
De 1.a Vergne and [diesel engines are
water cooled, and enginea of the size
wa propose nse not less than 150 ga .-
lomne of water an hour, which is cireu-
Iated around the cylinders, keeping
them enol, and insurea their constant
operation. This water is uvaed to heat

. the plant in cold weather, and in hot

weather passes through a cooling

tower and I8 then pumped bhack to the
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engine to be used again. They guar-
antee constant operation so far as
heating cansed by operation is con-
corned.

As to fuel oil chargea of $1.200, this
charge ia based on 270000 k. w. h. of
current produced. All the makers of
oll enginea of the larger types that
burn the cheaper fuel oils guarantee
that a gallon of ofl will produce from
P to 10 k. w_ h., depending on the load
the engine pulls. If full load, it will
be very near 10 k. w. h. Quotations
om fuel oil are less than 4c per gallon
f. 0. b. Whiting, Ind. il tar ia gqnoted
at 3¢ per gallon f. 0. b. Chicago.

As to insmrance rates, | acknowl-
edge | have not looked into that phase
of the question, but | do not anticipate
that there will be any change In rates,
as It ja well known to the Under-
writera’ Association that our present
plant consists of worm-out equipment
that la liable to go out of commission
at any time and leave na without an
anxiliary plant of any kind. And this
econdition has existed for years. Right
pow if our two remaining boilers
#honld go out of commission the only
wWater the village would have for any

Shd all purposea would be that stored
. #% the standpipe, not over 48 hours’

if the people were sconomical.
I fully agree with Mr. Slusser that

S8 ougght to have two units, but to buy

“urh B el

] 140 h. p. engine would cost
B0, and that Is just that much
#% than we can raise by bond issue.
400 h. p. engines would cost

I e i

,lnanicn pump and the steam

power
head on one shallow well (we have
not used one of our shallow wells but
-Attle in three years), thus giving us a
| complete steam auxillary. We have
never had an auxillary system before.

I have a letter from the chief in.
spector of the Hartford I[nsurance

' i{:umnﬂnr (the company that msures

our botlers and later condemned two
of our bollers), to whom we have out-
.ined our plans. He writes that if the
bollers are lald up as he directs they.
would allow us to use them without
inspectign and without voiding our in-
surance. In that event it would take
about an hour to fill the boilers and
Bet up steam. But we do not antici-
pate that we should be called on W
uge them at all, as the board expects,
if our plant earns the money we ex-
pect it to, to be able to buy a second
oil engine from the profits of the
plant,

AS to the Item of $287 for repairs,
this figure wag made by Mr. Beck and
he bases his estimate from the expe-
lience of the users of his engine. The
names of the users of oil engines that
I wrote to for information were fur-
nished me by the representatives of
the De La Vergne and Diesel engines.
I selected from their listg the people
to whom [ wrote. The reports | re-
ceived from the users of the De La
Vergne were to point favorable. The
reports read no trouble of any kind
or a lttle trouble with eracked heads
¢r wrist pins. The reports from the
municipalities using the Diesel were
favorable, but from the public service
companies they were very unfavorable.
I drew the inference that they were
trying to discourage municipal owner-
ship of public utilities.

As to depreciation. Mr. Beck savs
an _oll engine will not last as long as
a4 steam ewgine, and that ¢ per cent
was plenty to take care of its deprecia-
tion. Mr. Slusser asks. “Is it not a
fact that all of the users of oil engloes
you communicated with were located
in the oll belt® | will answer No.
They were scatiered, [ will say that
Mipnols produced over 28,600,000 bar
rels of crude petroleum in 1912, the
third state in production, California
and Oklahoma only producing more
oll. Bo we might say we are in the oil |
belt ourselves, ll

The September “Isolated Plant”
Eives a list of 21 oils that are sultable |
for oll engines. mineral. vegetable and !
animal olls. It also gives the l.nl:lmllj:
report of the Camden, N. J, muul{'lpall
electric plant for 1912. They operate |
an oll engine and are not In the oll
belt.  Recelpts, $9,195.19: operating
and maintenance, §4,542.42. They say
the opposition that they bad when llmr'
plant was Installed several years AKO |
bad disappeared and that they were
paying thelr interest and bonds before
maturity out of the earnings of the !
plant. Thelr repairs were $221.08 on
all equipment.

I am Informed that the C., B. & Q.
in installing amall oll engines to pump
water where new squipment I8 needed. |
Four engines have been Inmtalled in
the past three monthas.

The (October “Review of Reviews”
says the year 1912 saw Internal com-
bustion enginea placed In ocean going
sleamers. Their vee was 20 llu"l"mfl-l”
that the Pritish admiralty have de-
clded to equip all of their new battle-
ships with internal combustion oil en-
ginea, and It is expecied that within
A short time oll engines will displace |
steam engines In the navies of the |
world.

Now just a word of warning: If we
are forced to sell we will pump ouor |
water with our old steam plant. It
will require 1,100 tons of coal and the
same help as the ofl engine, H.T!ﬂ.!
plus repairs and supplies, and it can't |
help but show a deficlt. Our street |
lights will cost about $4.50, all to be |

paid from the general fund.
A. BACKIU'S.
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By a Taxpayer. |
Being Anancially interested, as a tax- |
paver, In the proposed hond lssue for |
re-equipping the electric light plant, le
wish to call the attention of nther tax-
payvera to a few features of this pro
pozed inveatment.

The proposition ealls for the levying
of a tax to rolleet from us $28.000—

$12.00 for honds and $8.000 interest

Our former village president stated
that Mr. Copley assured the board that
his company would make a minimum
offer of $20,000 for the plant, or rather,
for a twenty-year franchise. There-
fore, we have an equity of $20,000 in
the franchise. Add this amount to the
new capital we are asked to Invest and
it totals uwp to $46.000

If we were to accept such a proposi-
tion it would be necessary for us to
spend about $5.000 in electrical appa-
ratus to pump the water, after which
we would be, at the lowest estimate,
$41.000 to the good—of which $26.000
would remain in the pockets of the
taxpayers and the balance would go
into the village treasury. Another point
for consideration fs the fact that Mr.
Copley agreed to give us a ten-cent
rate, while the village trustees say
that they could not rednce the pres-
ent high rates for some time to come,

I ask any thinking man if there is
any good reason why we should tie up
over $40.000 in an electric light plant |
wh2n another corporation stands |
ready to do It for us, take all the risk |
of the business and give us cheaper
service? [et us give some reliable
company a twenty-year franchise and
at the expiration of that time, if the
residenta of Downers Grove want to
take over the business there will be
nothing to prevent them. A twenty-
yvear franchise will not tie the hands

a future generation.

190 h. p. engine

This ofl engine may be all right to-

1 understand the manufae-

admits that when handied by th

operator it will be out of nse
the

years, and
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will then have to make another in.

vestment.

The demand for electrical current in
thie village 1s not sufficient to justity
the aperation of an Independent plant.

Looking backward at the record of
the electric light and water plant, we
see nothing to justify us in making a
lurther investment in rhat direction.
Ever since the electric light plant was
installed it has been a constant trouble
and burden. Why continue it when an-
other is willing 10 take the burden off
our hands and give the consumer
cheaper and better service?

The entire argumeni in tavor of this
oil engine is based on the cost of crude
oli, a product absolutely under the
control of the Standard Ol Company
-—the daddy of all the corporations.

Crude oil was qguoted a short vme
ago at 23 cents and now the market
price is over 4 cents. On account of
the Increasing demand for erude oil
and for its by-products, there is bound
L0 be a constant increase in its price,
and it is not improbable that it will
80 s0 high that its use will become as
expensive as coal. What will then
happen to your plant? j

Mo doubt the Hoard of Trustees are
sincere and honest in the propesition
they have submilted, but we may,
also honestly, question the wisdom ot
their plan. It is too much of a gam-
ble and the chances are all against us.

l.et us  look at this proposition
straight and decide it on its merits, re-
gardless of the fact that the Board of
I'rustees recommends it

The simple proposition is, do we or
u we not want to lovest over $40,000
in an electrie light plant? That's the
proposition and all ot .

I1 we were cut off from a source ol
supply we might be compelled 1o do
50, but the Public Service Company
and the Copley conceru are both wil-
ling to serve us at a lower rate and
relieve us from the burdeus and risk,
Some members of the Board are lu-
Huenced in their action on this propo-
sitlou by the belief that a majority ol
the voters are opposed to selling the
plant to a private corporation, but
they have evidently overlooked the
fact that oll engines require ofl and

of the same.
'was made and submitted with the re-

the Standard O Compuny makes the
price for the oil.
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rate, we still to own our equipnient
and tend (o the local distribution.
This proposition of buying, provided
we could contract at a suitable rate, |
favored; but lately, when we wish to
take their proposition up with them
again our village clerk reports that
they do not answeér his communica-
tions. Can you surmise why? This
would leave us only two bidders for
our franchise should we have to sell
now and who knows how long before
one of these might withdraw, then
how much competition would we have
IGr our iranchise?

Our attention was attracted this
last summer to the marvelous reports
of the operating efficieney and econ-
omy of oil engines. Very few people
have heard of this type of oil engines.
They are somewhat like the ordinary
gasoline or kerosene engine without
the complicated ignition and car-
buretion system of these. In the oil
engine the oll is discharged as a
spray imto the explosion chamber
where, instead of by a spark. it is
exploded by the compression of the
revolving piston head.

These engines are of very recent
introduction in this country, the first,
[ understand, being exhibited at the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition. The
originals were from Germany. where
they have been used for some years;
the type which the board favors is
the invention of an Italian.

Mr. C. H. Dicke, our fellow towns
man, has one of the earlier types of
the De La Vergne engine that he has
had for about ten vears, and he is an
enthusiastic booster of our installing
one for village purposes. Mr. Dicke’s
seventeen-year-old son  installed his
and ran it. In fact, Mr, Dickie says
the engine runs on the minimum of
fuel cost and operating expense. and
requires very little attention.

The village board, with the excep-
tlon of Mr. Haller, made a trip to
Manasha, Wisconsin, in the early parn
of September 1o inspect the municipal
plant there, where they used oil en-
gines. The laws of Wisconsin are
such that a municipality must make
a very detailed report of their opera-
tions of the public utilities to the
proper state board each year, so that
at Menasha we not only had the op-
portanity to Inspect  the physical

Oct. 8, 1913.
Mr. C. H. Swats, Editor the “Re-
porter.”
Dear Sir: I wish to take advantage

of your kind jovitation to use the
columns of your paper in making a
few remarks on the electric Hght and
water questlon that will soon be be-
fore the voters of this village to
wettle. It has been brooght to a
point where we will have to spend
wome money and rehabllitate the
village plant, or sell out and let some-
body else have the privilege of pery-
lng us and incidentally pocketing
some of our good money for this.

I took my office of village irustee
A year ago this last April, and at that
time this same guestion was in an un-
settled state. HBeing a new member it
ook some time to become acquainted
with the conditions of the light and
water department, and not belng a
member of the regular committee
haviog charge of this department |
did not get the cloge insight to these
affaires that I might otherwise have
had, but there was one thing that the
lighting service was falling rapidly
and operating expensea were a fright.

Conditions became so bad that we
had to do something., and slance the
voleras had previously turned down
the proposition to sell, the board half-
heartedly took up the matter of
looking toward the rehabilitation of
the plant with steam power, The |
servicea of an expert engineering firm
were employed to go over the plant
and make a report as to what would
be necesaary to put our plant in fArst-
class shape, and the estimated cost
In doe time the report

sult that we learmed very little that
we did not already know, but it did
put this knowledge in concrete form, |
gave us a report that could be put
before the voters with the feeling
that it was the views of an expert
and would be given corresponding
credence by the taxpayers,

All this time we were constantly
having trouble with our boilers, which
I assume was due to the ignorance of
the one in charge, and all the time
we were hearing that the plant was
in a positively dangerous condition,
liable to blow up at any time: but
since Mr. Wilburn has been back on
the job as superintendent thess
ramors have magically disappeared
and we have since been getting very
good service, and T am informed by
A business man in a neighboring
town that it is better than theirs.
which is supplied by a public service
corporation, one that wounld likely be
A bidder for our plant shonld we be

forced to sell

The sam and substance of the
above expert report was that it wonid
take about $17.000 to properly re-
habilltate our plant and we were in
a position where if the voters did
aanction a bond issue for this work
that we could only legally rafse $12-
M or only about two-thirds of the
amonnt needed. |

Since the people had formally voted
anfavorably on the proposition to
sell. we, in the neceasity of the sitna-
tion, put it np to them to vote on the
proposition .of lasuwing bondz for the
rehabilitation of the plant. This
proposition was defeated by a margin
of only flve votes and I was one who
voted with the majority only becanse
I thought it would be foolish to try |
to rehabilitate with two-thirds of the
necesaary amomnt.

About this time the third rail peo-
ple got after us and wanted to make

carréant over
from their

:

and put
on our switchboard here at a low

=

plant but were privileged to go deeply
into the light and waler accounls,

“and with such results that we have

been thoroughly converted to the oll
vugine idea. Below | am giving some
Agures from thelr published reports
that makes mighty interesting study.

Annual Report of March 25, 1911,

Hevenue, electrie  light  re-

BRADEE. o e R flo b by
Hevenue, water department 5.944.10
Operating Expenses.

Electric—
Operating lnbor at plant . . . $1.29] 5v
Foel ofl ............. .. 1.9456.50
Lubricating oll ........... o J0E. T
Maintenance of power plaot

equipment ............... 135 68
Power plant supplies and

repalrs fiasssssssrsassses 16254
Meter Inspection and repairs 146952
Labor trimming and repalr

ing street lamps .......... 346.00
SBupplies and repalrs street

lamps ......... e 3199.06
Labor reading meters....... 82.50
OWice salary ............... 176.04
OMce supplles 41.16
Law expense . .. Tk 317.356
Engineering expense 69 RV
Fire insurance ............. 12.50

$5.223.35

Water—
Operating labor at plant. . ., .. $ R61.
P OB o 486.27
Lubricating oll ............ 7668
Malntenance of equipment. . .45
Power plant supplies and re

paire ..................... 1756.02
Water main repaira.. .. . ... 27.25
Meter and service repairs. .. 122684
Labor meter reading ...... 37.50
OfMce salaries .. ........... 116.68
OfMce supplies ............. 10,29
Fire insurance 9.09

$2,012.58

(To be continwed in next week's

issue, ) |
Respectfully submitted.
JASON LITTLEFORD.
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NOT ONLY IN
DOWNERS GROVE.

Similar Cases Occur Dally in This
Vieinity.

Not omly here in Downers Grove,
but in our neighboring towns, the same
good story is heard. An encouraging
instance from Naperville Is given here, |
and will be read by all with great in-'
terest.

Andrew E. Wehrli, 164 Center street,
Naperville, [1l., saye: “There was a
dull, nagging ache in the small of m¥
back and lameness and soreness
across my loins that prevented me
from stooping or lifting When 1 ex-
erted myself In any way, | had sharp
paina throughout my body. The kid-
ney secretions also annoyed me by
their frequency and proved that my
kidneys were at fanit. Doan’s Kidney
Pilla strengthened my system and re- |
movedl the aches and palns.” [

For sale by all dealers. Price, 50/
cents, Foster-Milburn Ceo., Buffalo..
New York, sole agents for the United
States, *

Remember the name—Doan's—and
take no other,

— I
Financial Acumen. "
Milligan—"1f I be afther laving se
ourity aquil ter what 1 take away, will
yex thrust me till nixt wake? Sands
(the grocer)—"“Certainly.” Milligan—
“WII, thin, sell me two av thim hams,
An’ kape wan av thim till 1 come
agin."—Puck, l

. Mot;'ograpk Theatre

SATURDAY, OCT. 11,

“"A GENTLEMAN OF FASHION"
(Vitagraph).—John Bunny plays as a
plumber who, once a week, goes forth
as a “gentleman of fashion.” Flora
Finch plays as a very romantic spin-
ster of great wealth. They meet. He
thinks her a shop girl and she thinks
that he is what he appears to be. The
situation Is cleverly carried on and
makes a very amusing offering. Fran-
ces Cook is the authoress and George
laker the producer. The audience
seemed to enjoy it much and there
was hearty laughter,

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15.

The Younger Generation.—When
Michael Riley, a poor laborer, unex-
pectedly fell heir to two thousand
dollars he did not spend it in riotous
living. Instead, he decided to use it
to give his daughter Maggie an edu-
cation. So Maggie was packed off o
i fashionable boarding school, while
her heartbroken mother wept, and her
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gle was a charming young girl, so
John Boyd fell in love with her. He
was the son of the mayor of the town
where Maggie went to school, He
was a rich young man, an influential
young man, and withal, a nice young
man. So the principal of the school
had no hesitation in asking him to
give away the diplomas on commence-
ment day.

Afterwards, at the commencement
dance, he asked her to marry him.
Maggle was on the point of accepting
him, when suddenly she remembered.
Who was she that she should marry
this young aristocrat? She temporized
and bade him come to her home for
his final answer,

Boyd came to the Riley home and
met Maggie's uncouth parents. The
rude surroundings and the reek of her
father's pipe were too much for him,

and he turned awayv disillusioned. As .

he walked down the street, however,
he suddenly realized that all the joy
and happiness were going out of his
life forever, and so he turned back and
told Maggle that she was the only
person who had ever really mattered

anvway,

Love's Song.
Love's song is all the sweeter if &
man is able to reach the high notes
of the wage scale.—Buffalo Express.

SWLLULLCLLELE TR LT 7

Your Sunday Dinner

The eternal question.
it in the easiest way.

L.et us help you settle *=

Our Prime Roast Beef, =

Pork Roast. Leg of Lamb, and Spring Chicken

is fine, young and tender.
: leave vour order at the store.

On and after October 1 this store will close at 7:13
p- m., except! om Wednesdays and Saturdays.

F. GERWIG’S

THE NORTH SIDE GROCERY AND MARKET

32 NORTH FOREST AVENVE, DOWNERS GROVE, ILL
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CentralMarket
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Thousands are joining the

Fresh and Salt
MEATS |

Poultry Vegetables

Telephone 25

Allan H. Barnhart

Jowners Grove, Il.
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Call us by phone or
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Bell Community esch

month, and acquiring the popular Long Distance

Habit.

As with the big mercantile houses, we desire to
maktithem feel at home, and to cultivate their
acquaintance, and cement a lasting friendship, »

For their benefit we have inserted in each Di

a page of information about Telephone Service.
This information is necessarily condensed. All the
interesting and useful intelligence on the subject

would fill volumes.

But each employe is courteous and well-informed
regarding his department, and the spirit of the

forceiltnuﬂerenryﬂmﬁ.

rectify any oversight,

patrons and teo

Chicago Telephone Company
R. N. Patchen, District Manager
Telaph,ne 991
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