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f WS- O BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG—  DECISIVE FICHT
" MADS DGRING THE FIGHT FIFTY YEARS AGO

The Semicentennial of the Most Decisive Battle of
the Civil War, Fought July 1, 2 and 3,
1863, Is Now Being Qbszrved.

Upper picture. Devil's Den. where both sides lost heavily: lower, ¢ aoper’'s battery in action
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Place Fifty Years Ago.
SOUTH INVADED THE NORTH

Confederate Army Under Command of

ing Through Pennsylvania When It
Encountered General George G.
Meade's Forces.

By Capt. GEORGE L. KILMER, late U. S, V.

ICopyrignt,
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HHE great contlict at
Gettysburg,  1Ma.,
bpan on the Ist

f : day of July, ISt&.
! (8 The tirst ren! bLat-
’ : te on  that  tield
lr : was  fought  be-

Cween pertions of

\ the Federal First

""""" ' : corges, Army of the

& FPFotowmae, eow-

= nuinded by Gen-

IS vl J. . Reyne-

| ﬁf. olds, nud Couled-

R | ™ v real eritos of the Thind
= | T _ovorps,  Army ol
Taavhieatioiay LT Nurthern Virglinda,

I TLE HOUXND TOJ. _

: colwmwianded by

CGeneral AL 10 LT The Confederate

eld leader, General Henry Heth, said
he spumibles] Tnto™ the banttle,
| | Oun the worning of July 1 the Fed:
‘eral sco s belonging to enernl John
 Buford’s cavalry division reported that
the Conlwelderates of Heth's division
were indvanving teward the tovwn aloug
:l]tv Cushitown (Chambweersburgr  rosnd
from the northwest When the word
p renches]l Revpobds General Hoford's
Ctroopers ad horse artillery were en
BEupvad with the enemy about a miile
frow the town, Meynolds rode foward
the fring, directing taeneral Abner
CDwsublelay to hreey forwarnd the First
leorps and Genperal (0 ) Howannd o
Liring up the Eleventh corps

Revnolds o person dllcectsl the de
plovment of veonernl Winls
warth s division o votwe Hlethr =
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WieturI e avine
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o large part of his o
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ranrelilnge froiom thee alirest

i down o el from Carlicles Thia wne
~ F@pRAHAM LINCOLN'S St
. ‘ alreaddy opwrntes] as fur north ne York

‘ Fowedl® comnmanmd «compri<es) the o0l

: .rl Yislona of Ceuern) Julal FEarlyv, (Jen

e lllll l! ' S Ib' I R ‘ i e}e ernl I K Newles ol Genernl! i John

p CH O dahn=n'=s illvi<hhm wnu the Mar

N/ -.._ thest away. and only Hodles pidd Early

fook wrt in the fighting f Inly 1

enth rorps rencheyl the
flekd at domilde quick TV diviebme of
Genernl Francis {° Rarlow sl (len
ernl Carl S|lmirz deployml " vl
porthweat of the town to meet the dan
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AT GETTYSBURG

‘Great Givil War Gonflict Took

General Robert E. Lee Was March- '.
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movements. His opponent.
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~ The Fighting on July 2.

the 1st General W. S
act for Mende.
rldge. Bince Lee

fight, Hancook's decision
Meude to battle an that pround

i The hefghts upon which the Army
wits ariaved consist
well defined ridge extending from

L of the Potuvimne

i.ur
| the prominent elevation viese to Get

Ctysburg town known as Cemetery hill,
half o the
iEH“ higher elevations of Big Hound
Near LIt-
Ctle Round Top a rocky height known
as Drevil's Den juts out to the woest
Last of Cemetery hill, at the northern

| southward a mile aml u

Top and Little Round Top.

termination of the ridge, Is the heavl-
| Iy wooded Culp's hill.
hity ol
LR Y s,

apurt when e
formation was
Lonsztreet’s corps an Neb gy
which roes parallel 1o Ceay o
cand Ewell’s o froul of Cenpelor,
gid  Culp's hill, of [ETRH BEd S

corps nnd Howard's Flevenih coafront
ed Ewell Hhanewekh s Sevomd corps
and Troubleday's First extemled the

line from Cemetery  hili

il i

| afteruood dnd “irected the subsequent
General
< ' Glebrge 4. \lEﬂﬂ_l{r did not arrive untll

During the height of the contest on
[HHuncock had
reached the lrout with full power to |
He directed the con-
centrathon of the force up on Cemetery
win determined to
cominitted

L eOrps,
. Newton; the Second corvs, command-
' ed by General John Gibbon: the Third

The two armies were nboul a mile
Lee's
Hilr's nnod
ridee,
ridge,
il
Twellth

st hiwiared

S S By Sy

asy "'The troops were fresh except
for a hard mprch.. The divisiop anm-
‘bered about 9000 men. General Heth's
division of General Hill's corps, which
had borpe the brunt of the fighting on
the 1st of July and had been severely
handled, was chosen to support. FPlck-
ett’'s colmmmn on its left tlank.

The position to be attacked was un-
der the command of Gereral W. 8.
Hancock. It was occupled by the First
commanded by General Johp

corps, communded by General D. B

- Birney, and the Eleventh corps, com-
" manded by General O, O. Howard,

Supposing that the Federal batterles
had been sllenced because they stopped
firiag for the mowmwent, Pickett's colump
moved forward., Before Pickett start-
ed the division of General Wilcox of
Hill's corpa took position on the right
of the charging line.

Pickett's men traversed a distance of
about a mile and a half, rounting from
the woods where they started to the
crest of the ridge which they desired
to attain and shnoest veached. A8 s3o0n
as they came In sight over o slight
ridge on the west ide of the plain the
Federal ghells begin to cut them down,
Nonble  conisters were reserved for
thelr closer approach.

Raked by Rifle Fire.
As fast ns the shiell tore thirongh thelr
Hpes the Confoderates closed up the

GETTYSBURG VIEWS AND COMMANDERS IN CLOSING BATiLE

brought forth on this continent a new na-
tion, conceived in Liberty and dedicated to
the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged-in a great civil war, testing whetber
bat nation, or any nation 8o conceived and 80 dedicated,
an long endure. @le are met On a great battiefield of
[ithat war. e have come to dedicate a portion of that
icld as a final resting place for those who bere gave
beir lives that that nation might live. It is altogether
¥fitting and proper that we should do this.
ut in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we can.
not consecrate, we cannot bhallow, this ground.
Che brave men, living and dead, who struggled
here bave consecrated it far above our poor power to
add or detract. The world will little note nor long. 2
remember what we say bere, but it can never forget what g
they did here. It ie for us, the living, rather, to be dedi- S
i cated bere to the unfinisbed work which they who fought

bere bave thus far 80 nobly advanced.

E {n 18 rather TOr us to be here dedicated to the great g

. h.;-.- task remaining before us—that from these hon [ ‘

“ ored dead we take increased devotion to thati® o
E pejCause for which they gave the last full measure of de g -
£ E==jvotion; that we here bighly resolve that these dead shall =
.. E==]not bave died in vain; that this nation, under God, shalli5 =
E=—{bave a new birth of freedom, and that government of _:
" E=—{the people, by the people, for the people, shall not per- '
.= ish from the earth.
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' comrades on Cemetery MWL
| Confederates were In
| the town at its hase

| advance
' pear of the First corps lne westward
| om Seminary ridge
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GENERAL D M
INO CAVALRY
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ger from Ewell,
Bteinwehr's divigion climbed to the
ereset of Cemetery MilL forming the
firet anlld line vpon the heights which
constitnted the main Federal defense
daring the hard fightine at Gettyn
burg

COMVWANDER

and General A, vOD

¢ At 430 the troops of BRarlow and |
| Behurz  had

ot e I
Inin  thelr
and Earlv's
the streeta of
Thiz southward
enermy in the

iy

and were roetreatine to

bronght the

In fact, the right
of this line was carried away by the
advance of Fwell’s men.

m aeeinz, abont 4 p m.. that the
Fleventh corps line wns helng swent
away. Donbleday save the order to re-
treat With dificnlty he got his regl-
meats and batterles npon Cemetery
hill before Fwell was in possession of
the streets leading up the ridge.

The Confederate commander, (Gener-
#! R. B Lee. reached the front In the

Ewell |

! gtreet was orvdered to prepare

L View on Little Round Top & Genera' H W Biorum, 1 B A, rommanidsr of 1he
Twelfth wps 4 fenernl J F fesnodia 17 8 A who was ke ot Jrels i
. (yrnieTH Ahier [oubideslar 1] 8 A ®m iy stk veesled (v Fal He v obds A I
Den. & John Burns, o civillan swho fought in the Federal ranks . ¢ one ral
Lafayette Mclaawe C 8 A  peader in the assanlt on July & A tienernl ) .8
Buford. 1" 8 A commander of the Federal cavales on July 1 "I aml % 1oy
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Smaltancous Attackas Orderad.

L dlirevteed i right il leeft wing
eommateder<s o as<ail the right and
left flank=x of Meades army at the
game Fitve pamed T, coommmnmeder in

the center. to make constant threats
agnit=t the Federal center to prevent
gither Gank feom bweing re-enfiorred

Longetreet attackesl the left flank.
held by Skkle=, at 4 p. m. with a pre
lnde of artillery flre agaln=t an anele
formed by Rickle=s' line at the peach
orchard on the Emmitahwire roevdl. The
battle raced over flelds and among
trevm. moka and ravines antil dark.

Ewell, om lee's left, ld not attark
Mende's right at Cemetery hill until
Longstreet’s aszaunlt on the left at
Roumd Top had lwen repulsed. John
son's division eaptured a siretch of
Federnl brefistworks jnst at dark. Ear
Iy's division, having Gordon's hrigade
in reserve, stormed Cemetery hill with
spirit, but was repnl=zed in a hand to
hand conflict against Infantry and bat-
terfies of the Eleventh corps.

AMhongh the heavy attacks on the
flanks of the Federal army had been
repulsed on .Jdnly 2, the Confederate
commander prepared to continue hie
agegressaive tactics next day. He deecld-
el tp reenforce Johnanm's division.
which had gained and held a lode
ment in rear of the Federal right on
Culp’a hill, and throw a strong col
amn of fre<h troops agninet the en-
emy s center.

General Pickett’s Charge.

Lee having decided to pnt 15,000 men
in a column of ns=anit. General Long
for the
to Cemetery
have dectared.

grand attack. Pointing
ridge, T.ee is anid to
“The enemy iz there, and | am going
to strike him.” T.onvetreet responded,
“1t 1s my opinion that no 15000 ever
arrayed for battle can take that po-
sition.”

General George E. Pickett’s division
of Longstreet’'s corps had only arrived
during the afternoon of the previous
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e vt pryse fin 1hedr FEavnlk « A b leFyv <im
Fhovomasl ooy R.G01 0 Haward  Tovis reae heed

ita v lenzsthw e, The Infantry of
iame e k's He Dieael Iwon commatiliad
In rm=erve e rife fire ot the

i eomilaslro i
matke it desulix
men o {ine

W R i b sz Rl
T tir e I
left ~f the
Ing firat met this terrible fire
amel hezan b waver. Thes
severely shaken by the artillery ehella
In the first few handred vards of thelr
march, aml the bolts hurled at close
qaartera sent them Imck In masses

When the right flank of Pickett's
roinmn hetame exposed] by a change of
direction Stannard's Vermont brieade
riushed inte the gap between Plekett
and Wlleoax and poured in an obligne
fire. This fire cansed Kempers (Confed
erate hrigade to erowd Toward the cen
ter of the minmn Being
front by musketry fire at range,
many of Kemper's men surrendermsd
otheérs retreated, and stlll othera con
tinmed to crowy] tozether However the
brigades of Genernl [. A Armistead
and General R. B. Garnett pressed on
ap the ridge in aplte of the death denl
Ing bolts huded at them on all afde=
from Hanecork'a line

Armistend, leading the van. leaped o
stone wall, wnved his sword with his
bat on it and shonted to the hnndred
men who were at his heels, flaunting
their battleflngs, “Give them the cnld
gteel, hoy=" [Te Iaid his hand npon a
gan in Gibhon's Hne. A Cohfederate
fng wns waved trinmphantly here for
A foawr minntes

That Aag marked fhe hizch Hde of the
Confederncy  Armistend war shot down
hestde the gnn he had taken. This waa
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eXiremne harge

codnmn

headd Tewwaen

pre==~| In

¢ lovap

the cnlmination of the charge. Garnett
waa alen EMNlod
Mekett ordered a retreat, PettieTrow's

division 12 eald to have lnet 2000 men
and fAfteen battieflags. On Plekett's

| ight the diviston of Wilcox could gain
' mo foothold. Stannard’s brigade, after

a succesafol attack on Kemper's and
Pettigrew's colnmne. tnrned mpon Wi
cox, forclng him to retreat aleo.
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