Holiday Celebrated in America
Before Time of Columbus.

The Christian Norsemen Undoubtediy
Observed the Occamalon on the
MNew England Coast—Iin Early
Colonial Days.
HILE the setlle
mant of the Amer
lcan continent s
modern and Its
history clearly de
fined, probably
there were Christ
mas celebrations
In what s now
the Unlted States
saveral centuries
bafore the first
voyage of Colum-
bus. The chron.
iclea of Iceland
tdll the story of
the vialt mades to
Greenland by Lief,
son of Eric the Red, of Norway, and
the southward voyage of his
veasel past the spow-clad moun-
Labrador and the wooded
of Newfoundland, untll Vine
indefinite region on the New
coast, waa reached.
Lief, who was a Christian, and
bares of his little band of dar
venturers spentl the winter of
doubt on the bleak New
re the beautiful feast,
whose God ke spirit has softened and
the world, was celebrated.
Norwegian visits to Vineland
i ":r Thorwald and Thor-
pthers &f Lisf, who had suc-
to the palriarchal offlee and
‘possessions of his father; and on the

" deaths in quick soecession of both
. Thorwald and Thorstein the wife of
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the latter, Gudrida, married a rich Nor-
wagian named Thorfin dnd accompa.
nied him and & company of his follow.

she visited Rome, narrated to Pope
Benadiet an account of her adventures
in this far western world and with the
papal blessing returned to leeland,
where she founded a convent, of which
she became ahheas
There are no records bearing on the

Christtias days spent by these hardy

the first celebration of the

obeerved In the new world.
History, and tradition as well, are
aflent after this on new world affairs
until coming of the Spaniards, fol-
Fm by the Portugunese, French and
Jimglish. By them the feast of the Na-

I

‘made the cornerstona of a new civil
"Isation, hardy fishermen from France
ehanted the hymns of the Catholie
ebhurch In the watera of Maine. An
old French chart givea to certain is-
lands near the Machias river, east of
Penobecot, the names of Iales des Rols
Mages and Havre Mage—Isles of the
Magian kings, and Magian harbor—
An memory of the three wise men, who
Hollowed the mysterious star, to lay
their offeringa of gold, of frankincense
y myrth before the RBabe of Beth-
leham. '

" in stern and puritan New England

wak placed under bein. The
th colony, indeed, did not pass
re lawa, but In 1622 Gd¥, Brad-

all Christmas gamids andor |
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the Massachusetls Bay colony, follow-
Ing the example of Cromwell's parila-
ment, which prohibited all observance
of the feast and decreed that “holly
and lvy were badges of sedition”™ en-
Acted a law, In 1659, obliging all men
to labor on Christmmas day and infliet-
ing a fine upon those who observed the
feast. It was not until 1681-—more
than 20 years after the passing of the
Cromwell regime and the restoration
of the Btuart dynasty to the throne—
that this law, abolishing personal free-
dom and lberty of worship, waa re
pealed; and several years after this
the apirit of New England was reflect-
ed In a letter written by Rev. Joshua
Moody to Rev, Increase Mather, (n
which the observance of Christmas
was thus referred to: “And the ahut.
ting up of shopa on Christmas day and
driving the master out of school on
Amas holydalesa are very grevous.™

Flsewhere throughout the colonles
tha feast of Christmas was obsorved.
Poth New Amasterdam and New York
malntained the old worll customs as-
sociated with the day and in the south
the beautiful festival never lost Ita
hold uwpom the hearta of the English
sottlora

Today there is no north, no south,
no east, no wesal, to Christmas cele
bration In the United Biatea The
story of the Babe of Dethiehem In
written omn every heart and every
tongue on Christmas morning repeats
the song the angelsa sang over (he
Judean hills: "“Glory to God In the
highest and on earth peace Lo men of

good will”®

FRIENDLY WARNING

Atlas was holding up the world.

At this juncture Santa Claus drove
by.
“Hello, Atlas,” sald Santa. “Still
holding it up, I see.”

“Yea,” woophed Atlas.

“Well, get busy with it,” Santa ad-
vised.

“After 1T make my ftrip this year
there won't be anything left for an ev-
eryday hold-up man.”

Had Bomething In Him.

Rev. Hudson Robert Jonea had
preached what he thought was a
great Christmas sermon. On the way
home from church he eame fpon a
youth sitting doubled up on the stepe
of a domiefle. Wishing to admonish
this young person for what he took to
be laziness, he stepped up to him and
mald:—

“Don’t sit there like that, my boy;
this fa Christisas. Get up and stir

| yoursalf; yon dertainly must have

something in you.”
“I've got a big Christmas dinner in
me,” wak the forced reply, “snd 1

ean't move.”

s

5T o ok s

s |.'1 3 s ..:1'_-_':".'. ; .'r'l ; ._: '.- " LT doon B R i 5
F WITHINRE L et it i 9 A e el ?ﬂﬁm‘tﬂ- Sh Lk

- e P o s B ol ok ol - e e O F Ll rihta L e o mm L AT iR e e e
. 3 3 T - L

. - 4 r A . L3
P R T e i h
L I T s T L |
e bl ==, ¥

SBeptember 17.
B BAIL tomorrow.

1 am devotedly thank-
ful to dad for insisting
that mother, take me
away for a while. Per-
haps we will remain a
year. I hope it may be
ten. I hate America,
loathe New York, and
want to live the rest
of my life in Europe—
Asia — Africa — any-

where, as far away from Riverside
as possible. Mother says I'm a silly
little lovesick girl; but dad thinks
I nged a change.

I'm not sllly—and I'm not lovesick.

Carl has behaved In & most ungen-
tlemanly way.

Just because I motored to Lakewood
with Sam Perkins and his sister is
no reason why he
should get cross
and take that
actresay - looking
person with him
everywhere he
EOeB,

Sam's slster
says she s =
Frenchwoman, 1
always did hate
French, and I'm
glad [ refused
Carl to meet her,
glad 1 snubbed
Carl and glad I
was out when he
called.

Two long, mis-
erab.e weeks
without seeing
Carl—and tomor-
row we sall Perbhaps 1 won't ses
him for months—maybe never agaln

I wonder If | care.

October 20.

More than a month has passed since
I have written in my little dlary. |
wouldn't write now, only this morning
a letter came from Carl, and I just
have to record |t

Carl says he is lonely; he misses
me, and he eannot understand why I
ran away to Burope so suddenly.

The letter is full of reproaches for
MY treatment of HIM, when all the
time It was HIS meanness to me that
made me so 11, so that I had to get
away from everybody.

He does not meution one word about
that horrid French creature,

I shall not write. Well-—~perhaps 1

will
November 24.

At first 1 hated Paris

london was nloe, Vienna »tu
but Paris—Imposaible, until last
day. when we met Mra. Harmon.

lsmt it strange what a change one
day, ona hour, ean make In A girl's
Hfa?

Mr and Mra. Fleld, frionds of
mother's, gave a dinner for we. M.

Harmon was one

of tha guesta. Ahe

looks much bettler

in the evening

gown than In her

sireet suita; not

noarly so froway,

and the rouge on

her cheaka doean't

show at night. 1

was appalied when

mother Introduced

me to her, to rec

ognize Carl'n

French friend. Sha

¥ ia his cousin, but

she has lived In Paris gines she was
a little girl, -

We had a lovely talk. Bhe told me
all about her recent viait to Ameriea
and how good Carl had been In taking
her about.

I like her now that 1 know her.

Bhe says Carl was perfectly miser
Able over a girl he was In love with,
who had gone abroad for the wintes.
She did not kmow the girl's nama
I binshed furiouwsly when she spoke
of It

That was Bunday. We have seen
Mrs. Harmon several times since then,

I made mother promise to take me
home. BShe cabled dad, and sald she
woild be thankful to get back to
plain home ecooking and her own
bathroom. Mother is a dear, and so
funny. |

x December 25,

What a happy, happy Christmas day
it has been!

The very best T have ever known.
Oncea [ sald I hated America—New
York—but I don't
I love New York
and America, Riv-
eraide, home,K g
mother, dad and
Carl. Oh, I love
Carl best of all!

He has been so
sweel, s0 dear
and kind, since wa
came home two
weeka ago. He
met us at the pler.

I was never =0
glad to see any-
body In my life
as | was to eee
dear old Carl. Dad was thers,

My Christmaa gifts .

of all s Carl’'s love

dying love.
him to give me such

mond, besides the cand
and flowers. It flashes
my hand In the light.
I'm too young {0 MArTY,
coax him to let me
June, I'm the
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Morse’s Celebrated C

Presents §

If in doubt what to give to
relatives and friends, come 1n
and see our selection.

It consists of Toilet, Infant,
Manicure, Traveling and
Shaving Sets, Mirrors, Mil-
tary Brushes, Smokers, Arti-
cles, Shaving Stands, Per-

fumes, Safety Razors, Xmas
Seals, Stickers and Booklets,

andy, Cigars in Xmas Pkgs.

We also have a complete
assortment of Mr. and Mrs.
Baker’s Beautiful Calendars of

local views---all hand work.

~g

JAY G. BUTLER

Druggist and Pharmacist

Corner Drug Store

Downers Grove. IlL

25¢ Carriage Line

IN DOWNERS GEOVE

C. E. BAKER

Livery and
Boarding Stable

PHONE No. I
19 W. Railroad Street
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